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Thomas Leeb fell in love with the guitar at an 
early age, played his first solo concert at the 
age of fifteen and released his first acoustic 
guitar album at seventeen. Leeb is a frequent 
performer at concerts and festivals in Asia, the 
Americas and Europe and has been featured in 
numerous guitar magazines all over the world. 
Every year he teaches workshops and master 
classes in universities and colleges. His album 
“Desert Pirate” was voted one of the essential 
albums of the last twenty years by Acoustic 
Guitar Magazine.

His peculiar guitar style owes as much to 
percussive techniques as traditional fingerstyle 
guitar. What sets Leeb apart from some of 
his contemporaries is his ability to make 
pyrotechnics serve the music. Three years 
studying West African traditional music give 

him a sense of timing and groove that 
provides Leeb with a unique sound.  

All this has earned him a loyal 
worldwide following and an 
active touring schedule.

Tuesday 26 September at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Thomas Leeb

Love…and All that Jazz takes a wry look at 
love with jazz standards and songs from the 
musicals, classic pop songs and contemporary 
songs. Songwriters featured include Irving 
Berlin, Johnny Mercer, Jacques Brel, Paul Simon 
and Joni Mitchell.

Carmel McCreagh has appeared at festivals 
and venues throughout Ireland, entertaining 
audiences with her soulful interpretations of 
songs from the Great American Songbook as well 
as contemporary and original songs. Carmel has 
released two albums to critical acclaim: Nice Girl 
and Skylark: Carmel McCreagh Sings the Songs of 
Johnny Mercer. 

Flo McSweeney – toured with Moving Hearts and 
the Commitments. She has worked on numerous 
productions including ‘An Evening with Yeats’ at 
the National Concert hall, ‘The Ha’penny Bridge’ 
with the RTE Concert Orchestra and the Brain 
Merriman play, Eirebrushed’.

Fiachra Trench - is a composer, producer and 
keyboardist, but is probably best known as an 
orchestral arranger for rock, pop and folk artists. 
His arrangement credits include: Altan, Paul 
Brady, The Boomtown Rats, The Chieftains, 
Clannad, The Corrs, Phil Lynott / Thin Lizzy, Paul 
McCartney / Wings, Van Morrison, The Pogues 
and Wet Wet Wet.

Tuesday 3 October at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Flo McSweeney and 
Carmel McCreagh 
with Fiachra Trench, 

Trad@ONE 
 
Trad@ONE - a traditional music session with 
Liz Doherty and members of Ulster University’s 
Traditional Music Society will take place in the 
Staff Common Room MC024 every Friday at 1pm 
from September 29. 

All welcome - join in or come along and enjoy 
some live music. 

For further information contact:  
l.doherty@ulster.ac.uk

Ulster University continues with its internationally  
acclaimed lunchtime performances to programme  
musical events across all genres with national and 
international artists combining to produce an  
eclectic mix that will appeal to all.

All events are FREE and open to the public.

To find out more information about  
studying Music visit ulster.ac.uk



Mike Neilsen is a prolific composer within the 
genre of contemporary jazz and microtonal 
music and features on 18 recordings. Neilsen 
has had an extensive career collaborating and 
performing with many leading international jazz 
artists including: Kenny Wheeler, Kenny Werner, 
Adam Nussbaum and Dave Liebman with whom 
he recorded twice, and toured Europe, Australia, 
and New Zealand. 

The Irish Times described Mike Nielsen as: “the 
most gifted and original guitarist here….” While 
the Sunday Tribune stated: “Mike Nielsen is 
rapidly gaining a reputation as one of Europe’s 
most distinctive and iconoclastic guitar voices, 
equally innovative on electric and acoustic 
guitars.”

Tuesday 17 October at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Mike Neilsen - 
Ellen Demos

Ronnie Greer and 
John McCullough
Tuesday 24 October at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Pianist Ivan Ilić earned degrees in mathematics 
and music at the University of California Berkeley 
before moving to Paris on a university fellowship. 
He then studied at the Conservatoire Supérieur de 
Paris, where he took a Premier Prix. 

Early career highlights included recitals at Carnegie 
Hall, Wigmore Hall, Ireland’s National Concert Hall, 
Toronto’s Glenn Gould Studio, and the American 
Academy in Rome. 

His CD of 24 Préludes by Claude Debussy [2008] 
received Mezzo Television’s Critic’s Choice Award in 
France, and was a Top Five CD of the Year of Fanfare 
Magazine. 

His next CD [2012] featured the complete Chopin 
Studies for the left hand by Leopold Godowsky, a 
tour-de-force of musicianship and virtuosity. The 
recording was described as “a major achievement” 
and “breathtaking” by BBC Radio 3.

Tuesday 10 October at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Ivan Ilić

The Scenery

It’s been an ambitious year for County Armagh 
born David Lyttle. Producer and Jazz Drummer 
Lyttle was recently nominated for a number 
of high profile accolades such as the MOBO and 
Urban Music Awards.  He’s described by Rolling 
Stone as ‘one of the best listening experiences 
you’re likely to have all year’. He’s performed in 
twenty countries and collaborated with a range 
of music stars, from jazz icon Joe Lovano to hip 
hop star Talib Kweli, who both appear on his 
latest album Faces. 

This performance features rising star British 
alto saxophonist Tom Harrison and iconic U.S. 
bassist John Goldsby, the trio will perform music 
inspired by his experiences during this residency 
and equally ambitious five weeks in China as the 
British Council’s Musician in Residence.

Friday 20 October at 1pm, 
The Recital Room, Foyle Arts Building

David Lyttle Trio

Ronnie Greer has been a central figure in the 
Irish blues scene for over 40 years now, and more 
recently, also a regular fixture on the jazz scene. 
His distinctive guitar style, incorporating visceral 
Chicago blues licks with bebop inspired jazz lines 
and chord voicings, has been critically acclaimed 
as world class.

John McCullough, as well as being a regular 
member of Ronnie’s blues band, is now recognised 
as the first-choice keyboard player for a wide 
range of artists, his versatility and virtuosity being 
much in demand and much admired. 

This is a rare opportunity to hear these two 
outstanding musicians perform in a duo context.



 
 
 
 
 
 
Irish five piece rock and soul outfit Scenery, have 
been independently releasing music and touring 
the UK and Ireland since their formation in 2015. 
They are fresh from a busy summer of playing at 
festivals such as Swell, Stendhal, Hilden Beer &  

 
Music, Derry Pride, The Gasyard Feile, and more 
recently Spectrum festival. 

The band released their sophomore EP ‘Old News’ 
with new indie label; Fictive Kin, in early June. 

Scenery consists of Stephen Whiteman 
(Vocals), David McConnell (Guitar), Peter Howard 
(Saxophone), Adam McCourt (Bass) and Ruairi 
Coyle (Drums). 

Tuesday 5 December at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

The Scenery

Scott Flanigan is one of the foremost keyboard 
players on the Irish jazz scene. He performs 
both nationally and internationally with Linley 
Hamilton, and has recently performed with Van 
Morrison, the Ulster Orchestra, Larry Coryell, 
Jean Toussaint and Jim Mullen. A keen composer 
and arranger, Scott received his Masters Degree 
in jazz performance with First Class Honours 
from Dublin Institute of Technology and is 
commencing his PhD at Ulster University in 
Jazz Performance this year. In addition to 
performing, Scott is a highly sought after 
teacher of improvisation and jazz harmony, 
with over ten years’ experience in the classroom 
and practice room. 

Scott’s debut CD as a leader, ‘Point of 
Departure’, was released in 2015 to critical 
acclaim, and has received frequent air play both 
locally and further afield.

Tuesday 28 November at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Scott Flanigan Trio

The formation of Nuallan was facilitated by  
the Gaelic College of Cape Breton Island in the  
fall of 2012. 
  
This Gaelic style of piping in Cape Breton was 
nourished and maintained to recent years through 
the playing of legendary players such as the Curries 
of Frenchvale, the Beatons of Mabou Coal Mines and 
the MacDonnells of Deepdale, among many others.

The group is composed of three Cape Breton  
pipers: Keith MacDonald, Kevin Dugas, and  
Kenneth MacKenzie. Their performance  
underlines the group’s focus on exploring the  
deep and intrinsic connections with the dance 
and song traditions of Gaelic Cape Breton. 
Piano from the legendary Mac Morin provides 
the accompaniment in a high energy set that 
is energised even further by incorporating 
traditional Cape Breton step dancing. 

Nuallan’s members are known individually for 
their rhythmic, musical playing and bringing 
them together to celebrate the importance of the 
connection between piping, song and dance was 
a natural fit. 

Nuallan 
Tuesday 14 November at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Lauren O’Neill is currently a PhD student at 
Ulster University.  Lauren has played the harp 
for the last twelve years and has performed for 
President Michael D. Higgins, Prince Charles, 
and the European Parliament. She also has 
been privileged to perform at Celtic Colours 
International Music Festival, under the guidance 
of Dr. Liz Doherty in 2016. 

Lauren’s music has been influenced by harpers 
such as Laoise Kelly and Michael Rooney. 

She was the 2016 recipient of the Master 
Apprentice Scheme, and through this 

performed alongside master harper 
Catriona McKay. Lauren is an 

influential harp teacher in Ulster 
and regularly teaches at harp 
workshops. 

Tuesday 21 November at 1pm,  
The Great Hall

Lauren O’Neill 



 

All Music@ONE events are free but space is limited.
For further information please contact: 

T: 028 716 75456    E: c.mullan@ulster.ac.uk

The Music@ONE programme is supported  
also by DARO, Arts & Culture

Music@ONE
ulster.ac.uk/artsandculture 


