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In this booklet you will find a wide variety of heritage and museum 
events for all ages.

If you would like to come along to any of the upcoming events in  
the Tower Museum please book your place by contacting the  
Tower Museum:

Email: tower@derrystrabane.com

Phone: 028 7137 2411

Find us online at:

Tower Museum Learning:  
towermuseumlearning.co.uk  

Browse through our online collections and learning packs, and find out 
more about upcoming events.

Speeches Strikes and Struggles: speechesstrikesandstruggles.com

Have a look through archives and photographs detailing the Troubles 
and the Civil Rights Movement.  

Facebook: facebook.com/towermuseum

Welcome to the Spring/Summer 
Tower Museum Exhibitions, 
Learning & Events  
Programme 2018
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Events
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‘Your City, Your Art’

Colin McGookin’s art has developed steadily since graduating from 
Belfast College of Art in 1981. His first professionally exhibited paintings 
were paper collages and cloth banners shown in the Douglas Hyde Gallery 
Dublin from 1978-1981 and since then he has been extensively exhibited 
all over the world winning prizes including 1st Prize in the Claremorris 
Open Exhibition and the Conor Prize Royal Ulster Academy with his work 
receiving positive critical acclaim. Professor Liam Kelly of the University 
of Ulster and past Director of the Orchard Gallery Derry said in his book 
‘Thinking Long’, “There is a relentless quest for the interrelations of man and 
woman in nature in Colin McGookin’s highly referential paintings. There is a 
thinking long, a longing to return to the ‘indivisible ground of creation”. 

EVENTS

Join us for the new season of Your City, Your Art - a chance to learn 
more about artists and their work. Each month a local artist, whose 
work features in either National Museums NI or Derry City and 
Strabane’s museum collection, will talk about their influences and 
practice over tea and coffee. This is a free event and no previous 
knowledge of art is required.

Artist:  Colin McGookin

Date: 22 February 2018  
Time: 10.30am – 11.30am 
Location: Tower Museum 
Learning Space 
Cost: Free (Booking essential) 

© Colin McGookin
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EVENTS

‘Your City, Your Art’

Carol Graham works across genres and her ever-evolving images appeal 
to a wide range of art lovers. Her work is held in private collections, public 
institutions, businesses and galleries across the UK, Ireland, USA, South 
Africa and Australia.

Carol trusts and courageously follows her inner voice. Her subject matter 
varies, including landscapes, seascapes, still life, horses, and spiritual, 
metaphorical and abstract images. She often produces images in groups 
or in a series.

Throughout her subject matter, from the most vibrant to the darkest, there 
is a consistent quality of light; Carol especially enjoys dawn and dusk.

© Carol Graham 

Artist:  Carol Graham 

Date: Thursday 29 March 2018  
Time: 10.30am – 11.30am 
Location: Tower Museum Learning Space 
Cost: Free (Booking essential) 
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EVENTS

Tiny Tots at the Tower

Tiny Tots is a programme developed by the Museum for the 0-5 age 
group.  It provides a creative and fun environment for children to 
express themselves through music and various other activities. It also 
helps introduce children to local history and heritage using the displays 
in the Tower Museum.

Week 1: Spring Creative Activities – Suitable for 2 - 5 years

Week 2: Easter Bonnet – Suitable for 2 – 5 years

Week 3: Baby Yoga – Suitable for 0 – 1 years

Week 4: Stress Free & Mess Free painting – Suitable for 2 - 5 years

Extra session: 29 March – Easter Bonnet Making in the Alley theatre 
from 11am – 12 noon

Date: 10 and 31 March 2018 & 7 and 14 April 2018
Time: 10.30am - 11.30am
Location: Tower Museum Learning Space
Cost: £2.50 per child per session  
(Booking essential see p.X for details)
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Our fourth U-boat surrender anniversary is bigger and better than ever. 
Featuring, images and video from the Second World War. There will be  
re-enactment and period vehicles as well as unique and rare collections 
on display.  This event offers something for all ages.

Dates: Saturday 19 May 2018

Times: 10.00am – 4.00pm

Location: Guildhall and Guildhall Square
Cost: Free

Battle of the Atlantic & U-Boat Surrender

EVENTS
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EVENTS

Archaeology Day 

A fun filled day unearthing 
the past! Talks, displays, 
information, family fun 
activities for all ages at 
the Tower Museum and 
the return of the popular 
‘Big Dig’ and ‘Meet the 
Archaeologist’.

Date: Saturday 21 July 2018 
Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Location: Tower Museum
Cost: Free (Booking Essential)
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Exhibitions
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EXHIBITIONS

Curious Collections Exhibition

In the darkest reaches 
of the Tower Museum 
warehouse lie some of the 
most weird and wonderful 
objects of curiosity! 

Date: 15 February – 17 June 2018
Time: 10.00am – 4.30pm
Location: Tower Museum
Cost: Free

This temporary exhibition, specially created for the NI Science Festival, 
brings some of those objects out of their hiding places to delight those with 
inquisitive minds of all ages. Come inside to view the extraordinary wonders 
of nature. Spark your curiosity to the achievements of science. Marvel at the 
incredible cultural heritage of communities around the globe.
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Curious Collections - Learning Programme

EXHIBITIONS

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

For one day only the Tower Museum 
and Alley Theatre will become a 
sticky slime making laboratory!  
Family friendly, suitable for ages 7+.

Collecting the Curious - Michael Simms

Dr Mike Simms, Curator of Ulster Museum’s Elements exhibition, will look 
at examples of curious objects in museums and suggest how to arouse 
curiosity in museum visitors.

Date: Saturday 17 February 2018 
Time: 11.00am – 12.00pm
Location: Tower Museum  
Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

Date: Thursday 19 April 2018 
Time: 7.00pm
Location: Tower Museum  
Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

Slime Workshop

Date: Thursday 29 March 2018 
Time: 2.00pm – 3.00pm
Location: Strabane Library
Cost: Free (Booking essential)
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Curious Collections - Learning Programme

EXHIBITIONS

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

Using rarely seen photographs and artefacts from private and public 
curious collections, Robert Corbett will outline the story of lifeboats 
around the Ulster coast, with particular reference to Lough Foyle.

Date: Thursday 24 May 2018  
Time: 7.00pm
Location: Tower Museum  
Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

Lifeboats of The Ulster Coast - 
Robert Corbett

Object Handling Workshop

This workshop is aimed at the general public.  Providing a chance to get 
close and personal with the Tower Museum Curious Collections. These 
workshops give participants the opportunity to get close to these weird 
and wonderful artefacts, out of their cases and into their hands! We are 
currently running four workshops for specific audiences. Suitable for 8+. 

Date: 28 March 2018 
Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Location: Tower Museum  
Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)
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Curious Collections - Learning Programme

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

Get close and personal 
with the Tower Museum’s 
Curious Collections. These 
workshops give participants 
the opportunity to get close 
to these weird and wonderful 
artefacts, out of museum 
cases and into their hands! 
We are currently running 
four workshops for specific 
audiences. Suitable for 8+. 

Date: 22 March 2018  
Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Location:  Tower Museum 
Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

Object Handling  
Workshop  
(Visually Impaired)

EXHIBITIONS
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Curious Collections - Learning Programme

Get close and personal with the 
Tower Museum’s Curious Collections. 
These workshops give participants 
the opportunity to get close to these 
weird and wonderful artefacts, out of 
museum cases and into their hands! We 
are currently running four workshops 
for specific audiences. Suitable for 8+. 

Date: 26 April 2018  
Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Location:  Tower Museum Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

Object Handling Workshop (Autism Friendly)

Get close and personal with 
the Tower Museum Curious 
Collections. These workshops 
give participants the opportunity 
to get close to these weird and 
wonderful artefacts out of their 
museum cases and into their 
hands! We are currently running 
four workshops for specific 
audiences. Suitable for 8+.  

Date: 17 May 2018 
Time: 1.30pm – 2.30pm
Location: Learning Space
Cost: Free (Booking essential)

EXHIBITIONS

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

Object Handling Workshop (Dementia Friendly)
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Curious Collections - Learning Programme

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

Key Stage 2

Tour of the Curious Collections 
exhibition followed by a workshop on 
the anatomy element of the collection.

• Understand how bones fit together 
to compose the human skeleton 

• Identify the place of major organs 
in the human body 

• Understand the benefits of the 
major organs and what they do for 
the body

Key Stage 3

Tour of the Curious Collections 
exhibition followed by a workshop on 
the anatomy element of the collection.

• Identify how bones fit together in 
the human skeleton 

• Identify, locate and name bones of 
the human skeleton life.

• Explain how the height of a 
person can be calculated from a 
skeleton 

Date: Monday – Friday   
Time: 10.30am – 11.30am  
Location:  Learning Space
Cost: £2.50 per person

School Workshops  
The Human Skeleton

EXHIBITIONS

KEY STAGE 2

•  The World Around Us - How place 
influences the nature of life - about 
the position of the major organs in the 
body and their importance for life.

KEY STAGE 3

• Northern Ireland Revised 
Curriculum – Statutory 
Guidance for Science – 
Organisms and Health
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EXHIBITIONS

Speeches, Strikes and Struggles

The three collections in 
the Speeches, Strikes 
and Struggles Project will 
be available for close up 
inspection during Open Days. 
Original documents from 
each of the three collections 
will be available to view and 
examine. An introductory talk 
will encourage visitors to delve 
into some of the meanings 
behind the objects.  Join us to 
hear about the artefacts and 
have a look for yourself. 

Session 1 
Date: Wednesday 11 April   
Time: 10.30pm – 12.30pm
Location: Learning Space
Admission: Free

Collections in Focus

Tower Museum  |  Exhibitions

Session 2 
Date: Wednesday 2 May   
Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm
Location: Learning Space
Admission: Free

Bridget Bond was a campaigner for 
civil rights and housing in the city. 
This collection provides a previously 
untold insight into the civil rights 
movement in Derry, through  
original notes and documents. 

Gerry Lynch is noted as one of the 
prominent young socialists during the 
Troubles. His collection includes items 
relating to socialist, labour and trade 
union movements in Derry. Gerry is 
still active in trade union work.

Peter Moloney has amassed one 
of the largest private collections of 
memorabilia charting the history of 
Ireland and the Troubles. The collection 
includes political propaganda, 
pamphlets and posters, as well 
as over 14,000 images of murals 
captured over the past 40 years.
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Tower Talks
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TOWER TALKS

Water Supply - From ‘Derry’s Wells’  
to Twenty First Century Water Supply

This talk by Paul Strawbridge will detail the intrinsic link between the 
development of Derry’s infrastructure and its growth from hamlet to city 
status. In particular, the increasing demand for a reliable water supply 
and the need for an improved water quality and sanitation systems 
which lead to an increasing population and the ever changing industrial 
development of the city over the centuries. 

Who made the crucial decisions and what was actually done to achieve 
the reliable supply we have today? When and where were the reservoirs 
built and how these decisions led to the city we have today.

Paul Strawbridge 

Date: 15 May 2018  
Time: 7.00pm – 8.00pm 
Location: Tower Museum Learning Space 
Cost: Free 



19Tower Museum  |  Tower Talks

TOWER TALKS

Fountain Street Glass Negatives

Join the Tower Museum Team as 
they uncover the process behind 
discovering and digitising the Fountain 
Street Glass Negatives Collection.

Date: 3 July 2018  
Time: 7.00pm – 8.00pm 
Location: Tower Museum 
Learning Space 
Cost: Free (Booking essential)
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TOWER TALKS

Peter Moloney is a Project Manager based in London. Mr Moloney started 
collecting when he was aged 15 and since then the collection has 
amassed to one of the largest private collections of memorabilia charting 
the history of Ireland and the Troubles. The collection includes political 
propaganda, pamphlets and posters, as well as over 14,000 images of 
murals captured over the past 40 years in Northern Ireland Mr Moloney 
was born in Buncrana Co. Donegal and later moved to Derry and then to 
London. Peter will be sharing insights into his collection. 

Peter Moloney,  
Journalist & Collector 

Speeches, Strikes and Struggles

The Peter Moloney collection: the inside track 

Date: 10 April 2018         Time: 7.00pm
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TOWER TALKS

Speeches, Strikes and Struggles

Niall started out as a historian, spending a year in Derry in 1987 doing 
research for an MA in history on Derry ‘before the Troubles’. His thesis 
looked at the origins of the civil rights movement and the conflict in 
the 1950s and 60s. His principal current interests are in conflict and 
territoriality, conflict and new technologies and attempts to moderate 
or resolve conflict.  

‘Negotiating Protest: communication and 
conciliation in the civil rights campaign’  

Niall O’Dochartaigh, Lecturer in 
Political Science and Sociology at the 
National University of Ireland, Galway

Date: 17 May 2018         Time: 7.00pm
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TOWER TALKS

Eamonn McCann has been campaigning for social justice in Derry for 
more than 40 years.  A lifelong socialist and trades unionist, as a young 
man he was one of the original organisers of the Derry Housing Action 
Committee (DHAC), a proactive campaign group focusing on access to 
social housing. DHAC organised, in conjunction with the Northern Ireland 
Civil Rights Association (NICRA), the second civil rights march in Northern 
Ireland, on October 5th 1968.  Bridget Bond was also instrumental in 
this activity.  During this talk, Eamonn will discuss the integral role that 
Bridget and other women played in the Civil Rights struggle. 

Eamonn McCann,  
Civil Rights Campaigner 

Speeches, Strikes and Struggles

Bridget Bond and the women of Civil Rights

Date: 12 June  2018         Time: 7.00pm
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TOWER TALKS

Springtown Camp, now known as Springtown Industrial Estate, was 
formerly an American navy base in Derry during the WWII. After the 
Americans vacated, almost immediately hundreds of families, totalling 
thousands of people moved en masse to the Camp and began living in 
the tin huts as squatters.  Both Willie & Hugo are former residents of the 
camp.  They will describe the desperate living conditions on the camp and 
the stigma attached to the address, along with the innocence of growing 
up in Springtown.  In January 1964, the people of Springtown marched 
in protest at their housing conditions, a prelude to the protests that were 
to come later in the same decade. Their campaign of protest will also be 
presented in this talk.

Peter Moloney,  
Journalist & Collector 

Speeches, Strikes and Struggles

Springtown Camp: The Story
It’s place in the struggle for housing

Date: 5 July 2018         Time: 7.00pm

Willie Deery &  
Hugo McConnell
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School 
Workshops
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Plantation and the Siege  (Key Stage 2 and 3)

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 45 minutes

Cost: £1.50 for tour or £2.00 for tour and workshop.

Package 1 
Tour of the Story of Derry exhibition with dedicated worksheets looking at 
the key events of the 17th Century

Package 2  
A guided tour with additional workshops using the “Our Present Past” 
computer based interactive, or “Remembering 400 Years – Plantation of 
Ulster” Object Handling workshops.

KEY STAGE 2

•  Language and literacy

• The World Around Us

KEY STAGE 3

• Communication
• Using ICT
•  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities
• Environment and Society

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS



26Tower Museum  |  School Workshops

KEY STAGE 2

•  Language and literacy

• The World Around Us

KEY STAGE 3

• Communication
•  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities
• Environment and Society

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

WW1 and Partition   
(Key Stage 2 and 3)

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 45 minutes

Cost: £1.50 for tour or £2.00 for tour & workshop.

Package 1:   
Tour of the Story of Derry exhibition with dedicated worksheets looking at 
the Great War in a local and wider historical context. The session will also 
explore events in Ireland immediately after the war.

Package 2:   
A guided tour of the Story of Derry with additional facilitated workshop 
using a short film presentation, object handling collection and quizzes.
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KEY STAGE 2

•  Language and literacy

• The World Around Us

KEY STAGE 3

• Communication
•  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities
• Environment and Society

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

WW2 and Post War (Key Stage 2 and 3)

Package 1:  
Tour of the Story of Derry exhibition with dedicated worksheets looking at 
the role of the city and life on the Home Front.

Package 2:  
A guided tour of the Story of Derry exhibition with an additional 
facilitated workshop using handling objects, a short film presentation  
and oral history accounts.

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 45 minutes

Cost: £1.50 for tour or £2.00 for tour and workshop.



An Armada Shipwreck –  
La Trínídad Valencera  (Key Stage 2 and 3)

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 45 minutes

Cost: £1.50 for tour or £2.00 for tour and workshop.

Package 1 
Tour of the An Armada Shipwreck – La Trinindad Valencera exhibition with 
dedicated worksheets. 

Package 2  
A guided tour of the Story of Derry exhibition with additional facilitated 
workshops using handling objects, a short film presentation and oral 
history accounts.
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KEY STAGE 2

•  Language and literacy

• The World Around Us

KEY STAGE 3

• Communication
•  Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities
• Environment and Society

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS
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KEY STAGE 3

• Communication
• Environment and Society
•  Thinking Skills and 

Personal Capabilities
• Learning for life and work

GCSE

• Changing relations:  Northern 
Ireland and its Neighbours,  
1965-98

• Learning for life and work

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

The Troubles & the Civil Rights Movement   
(Key Stage 3 and 4)

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 90 minutes

Location:  Learning Space
Cost: Free workshop

An active learning workshop 
examining themes within the 
collections of the Speeches, 
Strikes and Struggles project, 
showcasing original documents 
from the time period.  The 
session will explore the events 
surrounding the civil rights 
movement in Northern Ireland 
and specifically in Derry.  Pupils 
will get an opportunity to work 
directly with the collections.
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KEY STAGE 3

• Art
• Citizenship
• Communication
• Thinking Skills  

& Personal  
Capabilities

SCHOOL WORKSHOPS

Cultural Diversity    
(Key Stage 3)

Days:  Monday to Friday

Duration: 1 hour

Location:  Learning Space
Cost: Free workshop

Using the Peter Maloney collection, pupils will 
explore the symbols and emblems used to 
express cultural identity across the traditional 
cultures in Northern Ireland society by examining 
Peter’s extensive collection of images, including 
murals, posters, pins and banners.  Workshops 
will allow pupils to explore artefacts from the 
Maloney collection and design and create 
symbols and emblems representing their  
own unique Northern Ireland culture.



Reminiscence  
and Dementia 
Awareness  
Programme
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REMINISCENCE AND DEMENTIA AWARENESS PROGRAMME

Tower Museum Reminiscence Programme 
The Tower Museum in Partnership with the Alzheimer’s Society will be 
running workshops throughout the year. The Museum has a number of 
Reminiscence Loan Boxes available for hire at £5 per box which also have 
complimentary sensory boxes suitable for dementia.

•  Home Life

•  At the Seaside

•  Rural Life

•  1950’s

•  Christmas Time

• Factory Life

•  Leaving Home

• WW1 

• WW2

Outreach Programme

The Museum also provides an outreach programme which is available 
to schools, statutory, community and voluntary sector where a trained 
member of the museum staff will deliver a Reminiscence session to your 
group either in your premises or if you want a change of scenery  - in the 
Museum.  The Reminiscence boxes are as follows:

If you would like to find out more about the loan boxes please contact  
the Tower Museum tower@derrystrabane.com   
or phone 028 7137 2411.
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REMINISCENCE AND DEMENTIA AWARENESS PROGRAMME

Reminiscence Boxes 

 Leaving HomeHome Life

At the Seaside

1950’s

Christmas Time

Factory Life

 WW1  WW2

Rural Life
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& Contact
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How to book
We encourage that if you wish to attend any 
event you should pre-book with the Tower 
Museum. If you are a school, our workshops 
are facilitated by members of our education 
team and all our educational packages can 
be tailored to meet the specific needs of 
your group.

Access 
Lifts are available to all levels  
within the Tower Museum and  
each of our exhibitions is fully 
wheelchair accessible.

Teacher inset
We welcome any requests to use 
the Tower Museum for teacher 
training.  Please contact us for 
further information.

Tel: +44 28 7137 2411  
Email: tower@derrystrabane.com

BOOKING & CONTACT
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Opening Hours
Monday to Sunday at  
10.00am – 5:30pm (last entry at 4:30pm)

Tower Museum, Union Hall Place, Derry, BT48 6LU 
Telephone: 028 7137 2411   Email: tower@derrystrabane.com 
Website: www.derrystrabane.com/towermuseum     /towermuseum

For further information  
on the Tower Museum contact:

This document is available upon request in a number of formats. For further 
information on Alternative Formats please email: info@derrystrabane.com  


