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Introduction
“This booklet has been produced to answer some of the questions you may have about 
local democracy and how young people can get involved and play an active role in the 
local community.

Our city and district has one of the youngest 
populations in the country and our local young people 
make a vital contribution to the Council area. As a 
Council we recognise the important role our young 
people play and we value your views.

Hopefully as you consider the information in this 
booklet you will understand more about local 
democracy, Council’s role within the district and 
how key decisions are made.  You will find out more 
about who your local councillors are and how you can 
contribute positively to local decision making.

There are a number of ways you can get involved in 
making your views heard and achieving more for your 
community.  This can be achieved through citizenship 
activities in your school or through a school council.  A 
variety of groups also contribute including community 
groups, faith organisations or voluntary organisations, 
or you may engage with Council through our 
Community Planning process or the Children and Young 
People’s Officer. 

We believe that by getting more people involved, we 
can achieve more in building a better Derry City and 
Strabane District Council for everyone.

Finally, we hope you really enjoy your visit to the 
council today.”

John Kelpie, 
Town Clerk and Chief Executive
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What is a local council?
A local council is an organisation that 
has power to make many decisions in a 
local area.  It is democratically elected. 
That means people vote in elections for 

politicians. At local government elected 
politicians are called ‘councillors’.  Derry 
City and Strabane District Council is one 
of 11 councils in Northern Ireland.

What is democracy?
The word ‘democracy’ comes from two 
Greek words – ‘Demos’ means people and 
‘Kratos’ means power.  In other words, 
democracy is all about people having 
a say in running the country.   One way 
people have their say is when they vote 
in elections.  However there are plenty of 
other ways too!

In some ways the local council works a bit 
like your school – the power, the decision 
making and the work depends on people 
at different levels communicating with 
each other.

CouncillorsCouncil Workers Voters Pupils Principal

Activity

1. On the map, shade in the Derry City and Strabane District Council area.

2.  Put these missing words into the diagram below to show who’s in charge:

Local Council My school

Board of Governors

Chief Executive

School Staff 

Causeway Coast 
and Glens

Mid Ulster

Fermanagh 
and Omagh

Derry 
and 

Strabane

Armagh, Banbridge 
and Craigavon

Antrim and 
Newtownabbey

Mid and East
Antrim

Belfast

Lisburn and 
Castlereagh

Newry, Mourne 
and Down

North 
Down 
and 
Ards
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Where  
is our  
council  
area? 

Activity

Quiz on the Council Area
How well do you know the council area?

Choose answers from the list below to guess the correct answers and complete the 
fact file.

Fact file on the Derry City and Strabane District Council Area: 

1. The Derry City and Strabane District Council area was set up in .

2. With an area of  km2 we have a city, towns, villages and countryside. 

3. It has  elected councillors.

4. About  people live here – that’s 8% of Northern Ireland’s population.

5. Over  people here work, but 40% don’t. 46% have low qualifications.

6. There are roughly  languages spoken in the council area.

7. The  Halloween festival in the UK and Ireland is held here!

8. Council runs  local leisure centres.

9. Council runs  local recycling centres.

10. Council is one of the biggest local employers with about  workers.

3.  Can you name these places in our council area?

A5 A6

N13 A2

To Omagh

To Letterkenny

To Buncrana To Moville

To Limavady

To Belfast

Artigarvan

River Faughan

Lough Foyle

A6

A2
Foyle 

Bridge

A5

Sion Mills

Park

Strathfoyle

Newbuildings

Drumahoe

Victoria Bridge

Clady

Killeter

Craigavon
Bridge

Peace Bridge

Look at the map of the Derry City and Strabane District Council Area. 

1. Put the following labels in the correct places on the map:

Strabane Derry~Londonderry  River Foyle Eglinton Claudy 
Donemana Castlederg Sperrin Mountains Newtownstewart

2. Put an X on the map where your school and/or house is.

Choose your answers from:

12 2015 40 148,000

50 1342 BIGGEST  8 

900 65,000

a
b

c
d

e

f

g

h i
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Activity
What is council in charge of?

Council’s in Northern Ireland are not in charge of everything.  
There are different levels of government with different responsibilities.

Derry City and 
Strabane 

District Council
Northern Ireland 

Assembly
Westminster European Union

40 
Councillors

108 
MLA’s (Members of the 
Legislative Assembly)

18 
MP’s (Members of 

Parliament) are elected 
from Northern Ireland

3 
MEP’s (Members of the 
European Parliament) 

are elected from 
Northern Ireland

Mainly in charge of local 
things like:

Mainly in charge of things 
that affect just Northern 

Ireland like: 

In charge of bigger 
decisions across the 

UK like: 
In charge of ‘big’ issues 
that impact across many 

countries like: 

1. Can you name any Councillors, MLA’s, MP’s or MEP’s?

2. Discuss: 

 Using the images on the left, can you guess some of the things the different  
 levels of government are in charge of?

3. Discuss: 

 Sometimes the different levels of government deal with the same ‘issue’ but  
 at different levels.  

 Take the environment as an example.  

 What could local councils do? 

 What could the Assembly do? 

 What could Europe do?
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What do local Councillors do?
There are 40 Councillors in the Derry City and Strabane District Council who are 
working for you every day, but do you know what they do?

Activity
1. Attach these labels to the descriptions above:  

 Caseworker, Signposter, Community Activist, Campaigner, Watchdog 

2. Discuss: What skills would a councillor need to do their job well?

3. Discuss: Who would make the best local councillor(s) in your class?   
 Why?

Attends council and other meetings 
to make decisions about how council 
services and the local area are run.  
Contact them if you want to let them 
know your views on something!

Keeps an eye out that local services 
are running properly and that 
problems get sorted.  If you spot 
something that needs sorted, let 
them know!

Often is involved in local community 
activities, projects and groups. If you 
want to get more involved, ask them 
and they can give you ideas!

Often feels strongly about issues 
that need changed or improved 
locally and wider afield. If you have a 
campaign, contact them for advice or 
maybe support!

Knows a lot about council services 
and things run by other organisations. 
They can help you understand 
decisions and point you in the right 
direction for help and advice.

Can help people with disputes 
or difficulties with local services 
by providing advice, suggesting 
solutions, attending meetings with 
you or writing letters.  Contact them 
or visit their local office if you need 
support on an issue.

Decision-
maker

Teamwork!
Politicians often work in teams. These are called ‘Political parties’. Politicians not 
in a political party are called ‘Independents’. The political parties in Derry City and 
Strabane District council change every time there is a local election.  
The table below shows the political representation in April 2016.

Sinn Féin (SF) 16

Social Democratic and 
Labour Party (SDLP) 8

Democratic Unionist 
Party (DUP) 7

Independents 7

Ulster Unionist Party (UUP) 2

Total 40

Activity
1. Discuss: 

 Have you heard of the political parties?  

 What do you know about them?  

 How do you think political parties   
 influence decision making?

2. Discuss: 

 How many votes do you need in        
 council to agree a decision?
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Activity
1. Guess Who? 

A councillor will be coming                                                                            
in to answer your questions today.     
Ask questions that have a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer to guess who it is! 

2. Which electoral area do you live in? Draw a circle around your councillors.

Who are our local Councillors?
There are 40 councillors elected by people voting in 7 ‘District Electoral Areas’.

Lough 
Foyle

Sperrin

Derg

Waterside

Faughan

Foyleside

The 
Moor

Ballyarnett

Councillor 

Kevin Campbell
Sinn Féin

Councillor 

Sean Carr
Independent

Councillor 

Gary Donnelly
Independent

Councillor 

Colly Kelly
Sinn Féin

Councillor 
Patricia Logue

Sinn Féin

THE MOOR

Councillor 
John Boyle

SDLP

Councillor 
Michael Cooper

Sinn Féin

Councillor 
Shauna Cusack

SDLP

Councillor 
Eric McGinley

Sinn Féin

Councillor 
Darren O’Reilly

Independent

FOYLESIDE

Councillor 
Tina Gardiner

SDLP

Alderman 
Mary Hamilton
Ulster Unionist Party

Councillor 
Christopher Jackson

Sinn Féin

Alderman 
Hilary McClintock
Democratic Unionist Party

Alderman 
David Ramsey

Democratic Unionist Party

WATERSIDE

Alderman 
Drew Thompson

Democratic Unionist Party

Councillor 
Martin Reilly

SDLP

Alderman 
Maurice Devenney

Independent Unionist

Councillor 
Paul Fleming

Sinn Féin

Councillor 
Hugh (Gus) Hastings

SDLP

Councillor 
Jim McKeever

SDLP

Alderman 
Graham Warke

Democratic Unionist Party

FAUGHAN

Councillor 
Paul Gallagher

Independent

Alderman 
Rhonda Hamilton
Democratic Unionist Party

Councillor 
Dan Kelly

Sinn Féin

Councillor  
Patsy Kelly

Independent Social Democrat

Councillor 
Brian McMahon

Sinn Féin

SPERRIN

Alderman 
Allan Bresland

Democratic Unionist Party

Councillor 
Karina Carlin

Sinn Féin

How can I 
contact a 
Councillor?

Alderman 
Derek Hussey
Ulster Unionist Party

Alderman 
Thomas Kerrigan
Democratic Unionist Party

Councillor 
Kieran McGuire

Sinn Féin

Councillor 

Maolíosa McHugh
Sinn Féin

Councillor 

Ruairi McHugh
Sinn Féin

DERG

Councillor 

Angela Dobbins
SDLP

Councillor 

Sandra Duffy
Sinn Féin

Councillor 

Tony Hassan
Sinn Féin

Councillor 
Elisha McCallion

Sinn Féin

Councillor 

Warren Robinson
Independent

BALLYARNETT

Councillor 
Brian Tierney

SDLP

Go on council’s 
website to get their 
contact details:  

derrystrabane.com

Telephone council on 
028 7125 3253 and 
ask for their number. 

Derry~Londonderry

Strabane
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The Great Debate 
on Striking A Rate!

Imagine you are all councillors in the Derry City and Strabane District Council. As 
part of the rates debate you have £1,000,000 to spend. The debate is what to 
spend it on. To agree a decision the majority (over half) of councillors must agree 
in a clear vote. 

Split into groups. Each group is a ‘political party’. Follow the steps below.

1. Name: Give your political party a name.  

2. Leader: Choose a party leader. The party leader will be your main 
spokesperson, but other party members can also speak in the debate.

3. Decisions: Read through the choices you can spend money on. Write down 
your favourite choices for your group. It must add up to £1,000,000.

4. Reasons: Discuss your reasons why your choices are the best and why other 
choices are not so good.

5. ‘Plan B’: In the debate you might not get everything you want. Are there other 
options you might accept? Will you reach a compromise?

6. Rates: There is one other option you can think about.  You could decide to 
spend less money and put the taxes (rates) down so local people pay less (but 
get less services) or you could spend more money and put rates up.

7. Debate: The Chairperson is in charge of the debate. Only one person speaks 
at a time. Put your hand up if you wish to speak.

Activity

Activity

Imagine you are given £5 and sent on a 
message to the corner shop. You have to 
buy the bread, milk and newspaper you 
have been sent for, but you were told you 
could spend the change on whatever you 
wanted. The change is not enough to buy 
everything you want in the shop. You will 
have to decide what you really want this 
time.  What would you choose – sweets, 
chocolate, fruit, crisps…?

Derry City and Strabane District Council 
has to make similar decisions – but about 
a lot more money. £53 million each year!  
There are also lots more peoples’ views to 
think about in making the decision. The big 
decision every year is called ‘striking a rate’.

To strike a rate, councils have to first see 
what must be paid for eg. Cemeteries, bin 
collections, salaries etc. With the money 
left after that, they then decide what the 
remaining priorities are for that year. They 
can’t give money to every good idea unless 
they put up the rates (taxes).  However, if 
the politicians put up the rates then local 
people have to pay more tax.

Since people don’t like high taxes (and 
politicians want their votes), then striking a 
rate usually involves a lot of debate about 
what things to pay for and what things not 
to pay for this year.  

Decision time! 

1. Discuss: What would you spend money on locally?

Political Party Name:

Party Leader Name:

Our favourite choices:

Our ‘Plan B’ choices:
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£250,000 

Develop 1 new festival 

or music gig event for 

the council area

£750,000 
Upgrade the  
Brandywell 
Stadium

£100,000 Contribute 
to new flood 
defences in Clady

£500,000 
Give 50 grants to 
small businesses to 
help employment

£500,000 Build a 4G sports pitch in the  Strabane area

£50,000 

A cross-community 

youth programme to 

challenge prejudice

Options
Remember you have a million pounds to spend.

£1,000,000 

Rebuild Templemore 

Sports Complex as a 

world class facility

£750,000 

Contribute to a 

cinema/bowling 

complex in Strabane

£500,000 

A new boat for  

Foyle Search  

and Rescue

£200,000 

Improve Wi-Fi 

access across the 

council area

£150,000 Give grants (money) to 40 community groups

£50,000 Bid for the 2019 European Youth Capital or similar title

£50,000 A health and fitness 
public education programme

£10
0,0

00 

Pro
vi

de 
fr
ee

 w
he

el
ie

 

bin
s 
an

d p
ro

m
ote

 

m
ore

 re
cy

cl
in

g

£250,000 

Build 2 playgrounds  

(1 city, 1 countryside)

£750,000 

Contribute to building 

a Waterside Ice Rink

£500,000 

Help fund a rural  

transport scheme
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The Guildhall –                   
a building for everyone

Join up the ‘Heads and Tails’ to make sentences.

The City Coat of Arms

Did you know that the city coat 
of arms is over 600 years old? 
The skeleton is believed to be 
an Anglo-Norman knight called 
Walter de Burgo. Walter fell out 
with his cousin who put him in 
a dungeon in Greencastle (Co.
Donegal) and threw away the key!

Walter starved to death in 1332. 
We think that Walter is on the 
coat of arms because his uncle 
‘owned’ Inishowen and the island 
of Derry from 1311.

The red cross is the cross of St. 
George and the sword is the 
sword of St. Paul. These are 
the original Arms of the City of 
London. They were added to the 
Arms of Derry in 1613 when the 
cities became linked during the 
Plantation of Ulster.

Activity

The City Coat 
of Arms 

a. The Guildhall was built in… Honourable the Irish Society

b. The cost of building it at the time was… Queen Victoria

c. It was built by The … 1887

d. In the entrance hall there is a statue of… Stained Glass Windows

e. The history of the city is shown in the Guildhall… £19,000

f. The Mayor’s Office is called the… Ulster Plantation

g. Downstairs there is an exhibition of the… World War One

h. A set of windows upstairs are about… Mayor’s Parlour

i. There is an information corner upstairs about the… London

j. Displayed in the main corridor upstairs there is a… 1908

k. The window at the stairs is about the city’s link with… Time-capsule

l. The Guildhall went on fire on Easter Sunday in… Bloody Sunday Inquiry

The motto is 
‘Vita, Veritas, Victoria’.

This is in Latin and it means 
‘Life, Truth, Victory.’

What do the words mean?

The 
skeleton’s 

name is:

The Red Cross 
belongs to:

The sword 
belongs to:

The 
castle 
is:



2019 Do You Get The Guildhall?

The Strabane Office

Did you know that the Derry City and Strabane District Council office in 
Strabane used to be the Strabane Workhouse?

1. Join up the ‘Heads and Tails’ to make sentences.

Activity

a. The Irish Poor Law to build workhouses was in… Harsh 

b. People could only get ‘benefits’ or ‘relief’ living in a… Separated

c. The Strabane Workhouse for 800 people opened in… 1838

d. Life for ‘inmates’ was very… 1841

e. Families in the workhouse were… Workhouse

f. Women and girls did work like laundry and… Potatoes 

g. Men and boys did work like farm labouring and… Their uniform 

h. Inmates ate only limited amounts of oatmeal and… Scrubbing floors

i. Inmates who ran away were charged with stealing… Stone breaking

j. If inmates died they were buried in the… Hospital 

k. Workhouses became overcrowded during the… Strabane District Council

l. In World War II the workhouse building became a… Paupers graveyard

m. In 1973 the building became headquarters for… Irish Famine 

I wish 
to see the 

Poorhouse looked to 
with dread… Let the poor see 
and feel that their Parish will 

not allow them to perish, yet is 
the hardest taskmaster and the 

most harsh and 
unkind friend.

George Nichols 1838

Strabane Board of
Guardians 1850

For 
throwing stones 

at another inmate, John 
Donnell will get 20 stripes 

and Francis Donaghey and John 
Coyle will be confined to the 
‘black hole’ for 12 hours and 

lose one meal.

2.  Discuss: 
 What do you think about what the people running the workhouse said below?  
 What are your views on poverty and punishments today?
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Activity
What does council do?

Council is here to serve you!  All council’s 
work is led by the ‘Community Plan’. The 
Community Plan is developed by giving 
local people and local organisations a 
chance to tell us what is important for 
our communities, our economy and our 
environment. All the views and information 
we have are carefully thought about and 
turned into actions we think will really 
make a difference to people and life here. 
If you want to get involved in Community 
Planning contact us through our website 

www.derrystrabane.com. Out of the 
Community Plan we then develop a 
‘Corporate Plan’ which sets out what is 
important for council’s work.

Council work is divided into 3 ‘Directorates’ 
(Environment and Regeneration; Business 
and Culture; and Health and Communities) 
and ‘Corporate Services’ (which work 
across all areas of our organisation).

1. Talk through the images below. What do they represent?  Add the    
 following labels to the chart below to show what each bit of council does:

 • Business and Culture  •   Environment and Regeneration

 • Health and Community  •   Corporate Services

Council Directorate / 
Service Area: What it is in charge of:
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How does council make decisions?

Derry City and Strabane District Council thinks about the services 
it provides and makes decisions through 6 ‘committees’. Each 
committee has 14 councillors on it. The committees meet at the 
start of each month and then their recommendations all go to 
the ‘Full Council Meeting’ on the last Thursday of every 
month to be decided on by vote.

You can see council meetings on our webcasts online!

Money, Money, Money - 
Where does it come from?
Derry City and Strabane District 
Council has about £53 million every 
year to spend. Most of this comes 
from ‘rates’ (taxes paid by local 
people and local businesses). It’s a 
lot of money, but there’s also lots of 
things it needs to be spent on!

This is how council spends the money: 

£22.79m
Environment Services
(Cemeteries, Bin Collections, 
Recycling, Inspections, Parks)

£5.83m

£13.25m

£6.89m

£4.24m

Capital Plan
(New Community Buildings, 
Parks etc)

General 
Organisation 
Services                    
(IT, HR, Legal)

City of Derry 
Airport

Development Culture & 
Leisure Services (Leisure 
& Community Centres, 
Tourism, Business, Grants)

Activity

2. Discuss: If council didn’t have to clean up dog poo, graffiti and litter there   
 would be more money to spend on things like festivals or leisure centres.    
 What do you think about this?  

1. Label the pie chart correctly with the following percentages:

 8%   43%   11%   25%   13%
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2625 Do You Get The Guildhall?

Activity
1. Do you think that council would be a good place to work? Why?

2. Which job would suit you best?  Draw a circle around it.

How do you get to work for council?

With about 900 employees, Derry City and Strabane District Council is 
one of the largest local employers.  The people who work for the council 
come from all different backgrounds and have a wide range of 
skills and qualifications.  Council jobs are advertised in 
the newspapers and on the council website.
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Activity

Equality and Good Relations

In 1998 as part of the ‘Good Friday’ Peace Agreement a law was made called ‘Section 75’.  
This law is in two parts and is about equality and good relations.  It said that councils 
should have:

Section 75 (1)

Due regard to the need 
to promote equality of 
opportunity between 

persons of different religious belief, 
political opinion, racial group, age, 
marital status or sexual orientation; 
between men and women generally; 
between persons with a disability 
and persons without; and between 
persons with dependents and 
persons without.

Section 75 (2)

Regard to the desirability 
of promoting good 
relations between persons 

of different religious belief, political 
opinion and racial group.

I manage 
a leisure centre. 

Do I need to think 
about what sports 

are included? What 
should I do to make sure 

everyone can get into 
my building and find 

their way around 
easily?

I give advice and 
do food safety 
and health and 

safety inspections 
in local businesses. 

What can I do if 
the business owner 
speaks a different 

language?

I run local 
festivals and 

events. What can I 
do to make sure 

everyone who wants 
to take part can get 

involved and feel 
welcome?

1. Look at the people above who work for council.  

 What can they do for equality and good relations in their job?  

 Are there any mistakes they should try to avoid?

I work in 
marketing. I design 

leaflets and posters for 
council.  Do I need to think 
about the language I use 

or the pictures I 
use?
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I’m not political but…

Activity

Sometimes people think they aren’t interested in politics and don’t have political 
opinions. Since politics is often about issues that affect everyday life, you might 
have political opinions without even realising it!

1. Let’s talk politics!  Read the political opinions above. 

Either have a discussion, a debate or a ‘walking debate’     
on what you think about the statements.  A ‘walking 
debate’ is when you label the 4 corners of the room 
‘Strongly Agree’, ‘Agree’, ‘Disagree’ and ‘Strongly Disagree’. 
One person reads out a statement and everyone moves 
to a corner of the room which shows their opinion.                
Then you can say why you picked what corner! 

It should be 
against the law 

to smoke in cars.

Cut benefits – more 
people will work!

Raise the age 
for drinking 

alcohol to 21 like 
in the USA.

Ban P7 transfer 
tests! All schools 
should take all 

abilities.

Prosecute people 
who put sectarian 

messages on Twitter 
and Facebook. 

Drug dealers 
should be shot – 

that’s justice!

Windfarms are  
great. Build more 
in the Sperrins!

Give 
‘hate crime’ 

criminal records 
to people 

burning flags 
on bonfires!

All migrant 
workers across 

the world should 
be sent home.

All schools 
here should have 
to be integrated.

Help 
refugees! 

Bring them 
to live
 here!

No flags 
should be 

flown on public 
buildings or 
lampposts.

Spend more 
money on youth 

centres and 
activities!

Save money by closing 
less used  post offices 

and bus routes in 
countryside areas.

Tackle obesity - 
Ban unhealthy 
food in schools 

and increase 
PE lessons.

Word search

A E B E D H L I L S M P
Y T I N U M M O C N U Q
C A D C P G K I C U O P
O B S D L P T W J A I T
N E P G Z I N X F C L N
O D E U L R E T E S V E
I V O O J O D Q N I A M
S B P C O U N C I L D N
I U L D B V E M A Y O R
C D E O J D P A R T Y E
E G O V O T E E P A R V
D E L L A H D L I U G O
S T E A O T N B K M Y G
Z W R O L L I C N U O C

Activity
Find these words in the grid above. (They can be up/down, backwards/forwards or diagonal.)

Councillor Guildhall Mayor Politics Council
DUP UUP SF SDLP Independent 
Debate Decision Job Vote Government
Local Community People Party Budget  

Page 6 answers:
1. 2015     2. 1342     3. 40     3. 148,000     5. 65,000     6. 50     7. Biggest     8. 8     9. 12     10. 900



This booklet has been produced by the Good 
Relations Team in Derry City and Strabane 
District Council and is funded under the District 
Council’s Good Relations Programme (OFMDFM).  

It aims to help young people understand what 
council and local democracy is about.  The 
booklet can be used in any setting, but is also 
for specific use in the free interactive education 
programme facilitated by the Good Relations 
Team bringing young people into the Guildhall 
or Strabane Office to experience democracy for 
themselves and meet a local councillor.  

Contact the Good Relations team on tel: 
028 7125 3253 for further details.

It is available for free download on 
www.derrystrabane.com/goodrelations

This information is available upon request 
in a number of formats including large print, 
Braille, PDF, audio formats (CD, MP3, DAISY) 
and minority languages.

Telephone: 028 7125 3253  
Text phone: 028 7137 6747
Or email: equality@
derrycityandstrabanedistrict.com


