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[bookmark: _Hlk211868783]Building Community Leadership in Peacebuilding Event brings communities together.

Over 60 people from a wide range of community organisations gathered in Holywell on Thursday 19th March for a conference event on Building Community Leadership in Peacebuilding. 

One of the public events under the Local Council’s Co-Designed Action Plan, the conference (supported by PEACEPLUS, a programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body SEUPB), sought to energise and network around practical approaches to peace-building. 

Welcoming delegates to the event, the Mayor, Councillor Ruaírí McHugh stated: ‘It’s important to council that the £8 million PEACEPLUS local programme engages in strategic work to develop peer learning and skills around facilitation, dialogue, and innovative ideas for connecting our diverse communities, approaching difficult legacies from the past and engaging with contemporary issues in a post-conflict society.’ 

Sue Divin, DCSDC PEACE Programme Manager stated: ‘Our current PEACEPLUS programme though council has 58 local funded projects. At a time when the Community and Voluntary sector is under intense funding pressure, it’s important that our programming provides free, public events open not just to our sector, but practitioners across the community and voluntary sector in relation to peace-building, cross-community and cross-border work.’

Facilitating the event, Gerard Deane, Holywell Trust stated: ‘We’ve been delighted to facilitate the Building Community Peacebuilding workshop. Deepening conversations and addressing good relations challenges goes to the core of our organisation and to the PEACEPLUS programme. We hope that participants at the session are inspired to find new ways to reinforce the peacebuilding elements of their own projects. Collectively the projects supported through the local PEACEPLUS Action Plan have the potential to create significant change in the North West."

Sharon Doherty, St.Columb’s Park House, is the current Chair of the PEACEPLUS Board. ‘All PEACEPLUS projects are cross-community in nature, but this event is seeking to build capacity further. With turnover of staff in a stretched community and voluntary sector, the opportunity for free capacity building in peace, diversity and good relations is welcomed. We’re delighted that the event was fully booked.’ 

For further information email peace@derrystrabane.com Tel: 71253253

Notes to Editors
· The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a North South Body with the statutory remit for managing EU funding programmes within Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland.
· PEACEPLUS is a cross-border funding Programme designed to support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. The total value of PEACEPLUS is €1.14 billion.
· PEACEPLUS is co-funded by the European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government of Ireland, and the Northern Ireland Executive.
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