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[bookmark: _Hlk211868783]£8m Allocated - Communities Gather for PEACEPLUS Half-Day Conference.

There was a huge turnout of community groups from across the Derry City and Strabane District Council area for a PEACEPLUS networking event in the Everglades Hotel on 21st October. 

The delivery of the Local Council’s Co-Designed Action Plan is a project supported by PEACEPLUS, a programme managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB). Welcoming delegates to the event, the Mayor, Councillor Ruaírí McHugh stated: ‘In June last year, our council area secured just over £8 million pounds in funding. 16 months later, all the contracts under this funding are now awarded and the projects are all up and running. That has taken a huge effort from everyone involved – Local Communities, The PEACEPLUS Board and council staff. Derry City and Strabane District Council was the first council to launch its programme and we are the first council to have everything up and running. It’s great to see from the range of people and organisations represented in the room today the range of impact that funding from is having across our city and district.’

The purpose of the event was to communicate and share learning between projects, to give peer support and strengthen capacity for engagement and cross-community peace-building work. PEACEPLUS Board Members facilitated tables highlighting opportunities for engaging geographically across rural and urban areas, across diverse identities and on ideas development for peace-building content in project programming. 

Sue Divin, DCSDC PEACE Programme Manager stated: ‘There are 58 local funded projects currently being delivered through council’s PEACEPLUS Action Plan. Over 9,255 people will benefit from taking part. At a time when funding is really tight for the community and voluntary sector, it’s fantastic to have a positive news story about how this funding stream is really making a difference locally.’

Sharon Doherty, St.Columb’s Park House, is the current Chair of the PEACEPLUS Board. ‘The £8 million investment covers projects on themes as diverse as sport, arts, history and heritage, community refurbishments, capacity building, culture, dialogue, wellbeing, addiction support, mental health, environment, rural transport, music, dance, Irish language and human rights. Whether you are old, young, or young at heart, there’s something for everyone across the council area.’ 
For further information email peace@derrystrabane.com Tel: 71253253
Notes to Editors
“Notes to editors” are used to provide additional information on the project and its funding outside of the main body of a press release.
See below Notes to Editors to be included in any press releases issued by projects funded under PEACEPLUS.
· The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) is a North South Body with the statutory remit for managing EU funding programmes within Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland.
· PEACEPLUS is a cross-border funding Programme designed to support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland. The total value of PEACEPLUS is €1.14 billion.
· PEACEPLUS is co-funded by the European Union, the Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the Government of Ireland, and the Northern Ireland Executive.
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