
Tobacco, Vaping & Nicotine Products and Smoke Free
Important Update – The Tobacco & Vapes Act 2026 
From 29th October 2026
From 29 October 2026, the age of sale for all vaping and nicotine products will be 18 and over. It will be an offence to sell these products to a person under the age of 18.
It will also be an offence for anyone aged 18 or over to buy, or attempt to buy, vaping or nicotine products on behalf of a person under the age of 18.
The definition of tobacco products will include the wording “or consumed in any other way”. There will be no ambiguity that heated tobacco products are subject to the same restrictions on display and promotion as other tobacco products, and any existing promotion of these products should be removed. 
From 29 October 2026, it will be an offence for a person with management or control of premises to have a vending machine on the premises which dispenses any vaping or nicotine products – even if no payment is involved. 
The creation of the new Northern Ireland Tobacco Vape and Nicotine Retail Register. Registration to the new register will commence on 29 October 2026 and will now include retailers of vaping and nicotine products. The enforcement of the new extended register will begin on 1 March 2027, providing a lead-in period of four months to allow retailers sufficient time to complete the registration of their businesses.
From 1st January 2027
From 1 January 2027, it will be an offence to sell tobacco products, herbal smoking products and cigarette papers to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009.
The requirements for tobacco age of sale notices will also change on this date to align with the amended age of sale. From this date, retailers who sell tobacco products will have to display a notice reading:
“It is illegal to sell tobacco products to anyone born on or after 1 January 2009”
Tobacco Control
Smoking is the leading cause of preventable death and disease in Northern Ireland, accounting for an estimated 2,300 deaths and 12,000 hospital admissions per year. Quitting smoking or avoiding exposure to secondhand smoke has many health benefits for individuals and communities. 
Councils in Northern Ireland are the statutory bodies charged with enforcing a large range of smoking and tobacco related legislation. 
Selling Tobacco, Vaping and Nicotine Products
Tobacco, vaping and nicotine product sales are regulated by law in Northern Ireland. There are restrictions on who can buy and sell tobacco, vaping or nicotine products, where and how they can be displayed, and what health warnings they must carry. If you wish to sell these products you must register to the Northern Ireland Tobacco, Vape and Nicotine Retail Register which can be found at the following link : (Need web link for TVNR) 
Any premises found selling tobacco, vaping or nicotine products to any person under 18 years of age will receive a fixed penalty notice for £250 and could potentially receive a maximum fine of £5,000 as set out in the Tobacco Retailers Act (Northern Ireland) 2014. Derry City and Strabane District Council carries out test purchasing of these age restricted products at various times of the year to ensure retailers are compliant with the law. 
Business owners must take reasonable precautions and show due care when selling tobacco, vaping or nicotine products to the public.
Display Ban and Vending Machines
The Tobacco Advertising and Promotion (Display) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 prohibits “point-of-sale” tobacco advertising and display of tobacco products in large and small retail shops.
The Protection from Tobacco (Sales from Vending Machines) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2012 prohibits the sale of cigarettes, vaping and nicotine products from vending machines. 
Smoke Free
The smoke-free laws in Northern Ireland prohibit smoking in all enclosed workplaces and public places, such as offices, shops, restaurants, bars, cinemas and public transport. These laws have been in place since 2007 and are enforced by environmental health officers from district councils. 
You can receive a fixed penalty of £50 or face prosecution in court where you could be fined up to £1,000 if you smoke in a smoke-free premises or smoke-free vehicles.
The person responsible for smoke-free premises (including vehicles) must display no-smoking signs. Failure to display signs could result in a £200 fixed penalty notice or lead to a prosecution in court. You could be fined up to £1,000 in court.
The law also requires the person responsible for smoke-free premises (including vehicles) to prevent or stop a person smoking therein. Failure to comply may lead to a court prosecution and a fine of £2,500.
Smoking Shelters
Business owners are not obliged to have a smoking shelter for staff or patrons, but where a decision is made to provide a smoking shelter, it must comply with the regulations set out in the Smoking (Northern Ireland) Order 2006. These regulations state that any smoking shelter must not be wholly enclosed or substantially enclosed. 
In practice this means a smoking shelter must not have sides (including doors, windows or other fittings that can be opened or shut) that enclose more than 50% of the shelter.
Below is a visual guide which demonstrates how the 50% rule is applied in the field –
· Examples of Compliant Smoking Shelters
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· Examples of Non-Compliant Smoking Shelters
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Smoking Cessation
Quitting smoking or avoiding exposure to secondhand smoke has immediate and long-term health benefits for smokers and non-smokers alike. 
The Western Health and Social Care Trust runs a Stop Smoking Service which assists individuals who wish to stop smoking through adopting a supportive, empathetic and non-judgmental approach. 
This service is provided within primary and secondary healthcare, workplaces, schools and community/voluntary sector groups and is open to everyone. More people succeed with Stop Smoking Service than with any other way.
More information on the services available can be found at the link below.
Stop Smoking | Western Health & Social Care Trust 
