
OFF OFF

OF
F

Ulstèr-Scotch 
Leid Week

Derry Cittie & Strabàne Destrìck

22-26  I   Nov  I   2021

F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n :
u l s t e r s c o t s @ d e r r y s t r a b a n e . c o m

 @ f a i r f a a y e 

S u p p o r t e d  b y  T h e  U l s t e r - S c o t s  A g e n c y



OFF OFF OFF OFF

Ulstèr-Scotch 
Leid Week

Derry Cittie & Strabàne Destrìck

Fair faa ye!
Fair faa ye tae our wittins blaudie anent 
Ulstèr -Scotch Leid Week 2021!  

Ulster-Scots Language Week aims to promote greater awareness of 
the Ulster-Scots language. Ulster-Scots is all around us, and Ulster-
Scots Language Week provides us with a unique opportunity to learn 
more about the language and to celebrate the contribution which 
Ulster-Scots makes to the life and character of the Council area. 

This year, Derry City and Strabane District Council, in partnership with 
The Ulster-Scots Agency, is delighted to offer a week-long programme 
of new digital content in Ulster-Scots which includes poetry, drama, 
and storytelling and which uses creative approaches to celebrate and 
promote the Ulster-Scots language. So, whether you just have a wheen 
o words, speak tha hamely tongue daily, or are just curious about this 
unique part of our shared cultural and linguistic heritage, join us online 
for a programme which has something for everyone. 

All of the events in our programme can be enjoyed online at www.
derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots at the listed times, and all content will 
be available to play again at any time. 
Please note that this programme may be subject to change. 

22-26  I   Nov  I   2021

Join us online 
for Ulster-Scots 
Language Week 2021
Visit www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

for the latest updates or follow us on Twitter 

@fairfaaye #UlsterScotsLanguageWeek 

#UlsterScotchLeidWeek
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or more, and has had work published in both the Ulster-Scots 
Language Society journal ‘Ullans’ and in the Scots Language 
Society journal ‘Lallans’. He edited the republished works of 
Ulster-Scots poet John McKinley in 2014. In 2021 Alan won 
the Scots Language Society Hugh MacDiarmid Tassie, for his 
poem ‘Wee Weaver Birdie’, and was the first Donegal poet and 
probably the first Irish/Ulster poet to have been awarded this 
honour. Alan has delivered a number of talks and readings 
on Ulster-Scots poets over the years, from The Broad Island 
Gathering, the Scots Language Society colloquy, and more 
recently at an anniversary event for the United Irishman 
William Orr in 2021. His poetry will feature as part of the BBC 
NI programme, ‘The narra sea, the further shore’, along with a 
selection of other poets and contributors who will explore the 
age-old links between Ireland and Scotland.

My Meentith An’ Me
Alan Millar 
Monday 22 November 2021, 11am
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
The earliest known Ulster-Scots poetry in Ireland is by William 
Starrat, a surveyor and teacher from Strabane, who had 
contacts with Allan Ramsay, the great Scots makar (poet) and 
precursor to Robert Burns. In his ‘Epistle to Ramsay’, Starrat 
places himself on Crochan Hill near Lifford in the pastoral style 
of the time. The earliest collection of Ulster-Scots poetry is in 
‘An Ulster Miscellany’ dating from 1753; one of these poems, 
‘Sisyphus of Human Vanity’, is believed to have been penned 
by Starrat, as is ‘Crochan Hill, a Scotch Sang’. In this short 
film, poet Alan Millar presents his own poem ‘My Meentith an’ 
me’, which was first published in the Ullans journal in 2018, 
and which explores the Donegal~Tyrone Ulster-Scots literary 
heritage of Starrat, linking past and present. The film, which 
will also include excerpts from Starrat’s work, aims to shine 
a light on the close links which the Derry City and Strabane 
District Council area has both with East Donegal and with the 
very earliest Ulster Scots literature.

Allan Millar is a journalist by profession and has written 
extensively on the Ulster-Scots poetry tradition and on a range 
of topics relating to Ulster-Scots language and heritage. He 
has been writing Ulster-Scots poetry and prose for a decade 
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Foyle
Robert Campbell
Monday 22 November 2021, 2pm
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
This short film, is the first of two to feature on this year’s 
programme by Ulster-Scots poet Robert Campbell, and tells 
the story of the River Foyle down through time, exploring 
the global significance of the river to local and world history. 
The poem reflects on the role of the river at seminal points in 
history beginning with the story of St Columba, leading on to 
the Plantation story including the Siege of Derry and reflecting 
on the river within the context of the Ulster-Scots’ migration 
to the New World during the reign of Queen Anne. The poem 
will also examine the story of the Foyle during the period of 
emigration as a result of the Great Famine, and on the German 
U-boat surrender which brought global attention to the river. 
The poem closes with the contemporary story of the Foyle as a 
backdrop for hospitality and leisure. 

Robert Campbell is a native of East-Antrim and is married with 
three sons. He has had a lifelong connection to, and interest in 
Ulster Scots. His debut collection of Ulster-Scots poetry ‘Lock 
Doon Poyams’ features a selection of poems, and a short story 
written during the Covid-19 lockdown. The poems deal with 
the realities of life, educational underachievement, and the 
challenges people face but also draw inspiration from nature, 
wildlife and the seasons. The book is written in the hamely 
tongue as the author remembers it. Poetically the words and 
cadence of speech used is described as: “Inver an Ollar, wi aa 
touch oo Mo’side.” The Inver River flows through Larne, the Ollar 
is the old name for the Sixmilewater River which flows through 
Ballyclare, Doagh and Templepatrick, while Mosside is in North 
Antrim, the home village of the author’s maternal grandmother. 
It is from these places that the author’s residual understanding 
of Ulster Scots springs. Robert’s second book of Ulster-Scots 
themed stories, ‘Tales Frae tha life o James Finlay Bruce’ was 
published at the end of October 2021.
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‘Scotch the Scare-Go’
Bready and District Ulster-Scots 
Development Association & 
Darren Gibson

Tuesday 23 November 2021, 11am
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

Ulster-Scots writer and performer Darren Gibson tells 
the charming tale of a friendly scarecrow who appears 
when children are afraid helping them to overcome their 
fears. ‘Scotch the Scare Go’ by author Neil Dickinson, is a 
heartwarming reminder to weans young and old that the best 
way to fight our fears is to face them head on. Developed by 
the Bready and District Ulster-Scots Development Association

Darren Gibson is an Ulster-Scots screever born an raired doon 
the Airds, in tha toonlan o’ Ballyfrenis nearhaun Millisle. The 
‘low country’ or lower Ards has been a source of constant 
inspiration in Darren’s writing. 

As a native Ulster-Scots speaker, he believes that the hamely 
tongue plays a vital role in understanding the identity of the 
Ulster-Scots people. His past works include ‘Fae tha pen o’ 
an Aul Han’ a newspaper column which ran for several years 
in the Belfast Newsletter. He was also a regular contributor 
to ‘A Kist of Wurds’ on BBC Radio Ulster where more recently 
his documentary ‘WG and Me’ was broadcast. Darren has 
written several screenplays in Ulster-Scots, including the 
BBC’s first Ulster-Scots language production, ‘Stumpy’s Brae’. 
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More recently Darren presented the highly acclaimed factual 
entertainment show ‘Afeared’. He is currently working on 
several shows for television as well as a feature length film in 
Ulster-Scots. Bready and District Ulster-Scots Development 
Association promotes and develops Ulster-Scots heritage, 
language and arts throughout the Derry City and Strabane 
District Council area and manages the Sollus Centre 
in Bready. 
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1718 – Wonders 
and Wurds
Andrew Tinney
Tuesday 23 November 2021, 2pm
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

The 1718 migration has special relevance for the Lagan 
and the Foyle area. This short educational film explores the 
relevance of the migration to the Ulster Scots people, and 
illustrates the nature of the life they left behind and what 
lay in store for them on the shores of America. This piece, 
which is suitable for audiences aged between 9-12, features 
a range of representations of children from Ulster in the year 
1718, portraying an artistic depiction of the emotional journey 
they went through when told they had to leave their home 
and go off to the New World. The film will be accompanied 
by a glossary of Ulster Scots words and their meanings with 
onscreen visual explanations to aid understanding.  
 
Andrew Tinney studied Drama and English and has an MA in 
English Literature and Creative Writing. He has been working 
as an Ulster-Scots tutor with schools in Northern Ireland and in 
the Republic of Ireland since 2017 and has worked extensively 
with the Ulster-Scots Agency over the past four years delivering 
drama and language lessons to children in an educational 
setting to further enhance their knowledge of Ulster-Scots 
language and heritage. Recently, he has worked with a range 
of partners on projects for young people including the delivery 
of an Ulster Scots drama performance exploring Partition with 
Derry and Raphoe Action; an Ulster Scots Summer Drama 
Camp for The Schomberg Society in Kilkeel; and an Ulster Scots 
summer scheme for children on behalf of the Lagan Ulster 
Scots Association.
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The Return O John Munn
Liam Logan
Wednesday 24 November 2021, 11am
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

Liam Logan was born in Ballymoney, Co Antrim and grew up in 
Galdanagh, a townland outside Dunloy.  He has referred to the 
area of North Antrim he grew up in as ‘the hame o the Hamely 
Tongue’.  A native Ulster-Scots speaker and an enthusiastic 
promoter of Ulster-Scots, he sees the tradition as an integral 
part of our shared linguistic and cultural heritage. 

The author has been broadcasting in Ulster-Scots for some 17 
years for BBC Radio Ulster (A Kist o Words), BBC NI television 
and Fuse FM community radio station. He has written for the 
Ulster Scots newspaper, The Ulster Scot, and has authored 
three books about and in the medium of Ulster Scots – ‘A Word 
of Ulster Scots’, and ‘Thon Ulster Scots Book’ (both prose); and 
poetry, ‘Nine Rhymes’. 

Liam is involved with a number of television and film projects 
and continues to make programmes for a number of television 
companies including NVTV - Northern Visions Community 
Television and a number of local independent production 
companies. He is a presence on social media and has followers 
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across the world.‘Nine Rhymes’. Liam is involved with a 
number of television and film projects and continues to make 
programmes for a number of television companies including 
NVTV - Northern Visions Community Television and a number 
of local independent production companies. He is a presence 
on social media and has followers across the world.
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The Way Ye Speak
Stuart Paterson 
Wednesday 24 November 2021, 2pm
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
Stuart Paterson, former BBC Scotland Poet in Residence 
and national Scots Language Awards ‘Writer of the Year’ 
2020, challenges the misconception that Ulster-Scots is just 
a traditional language. In this short film, the poet uses the 
poem ‘The Way Ye Speak’ from his collection ‘A Squatter o 
Bairnrhymes’ as a framing device to remind all of us that 
Ulster-Scots is a language of the past, the present and 
indeed the future. The poet is keen to remind younger people 
especially that the language they use in the playground, street 
or at home with friends and family is a real language, with 
a real history, an extremely real present and has a very real 
future. This piece aims to nurture a greater awareness of Scots 
and Ulster-Scots as everyday living languages which continue 
to grow and evolve to reflect the changing world we live in. 

Stuart Paterson is a former BBC Scotland Poet in Residence and 
national Scots Language Awards ‘Writer of the Year’ in 2020. He 
has extensive experience of engaging all age ranges in schools, 
universities, festivals, community homes and public projects. In 
2022 the Ulster Scots Community Network will publish ‘Wheen: 
New and Collected Poems in Scots’, the first time a publisher 
outside Scotland will receive a Scots Language Publication 
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award from the Scottish Government. His illustrated, widely 
acclaimed 2020 book ‘A Squatter O Bairnrhymes’ (Tippermuir 
Books) is the first large volume of original Scots poems for 
kids in decades. He is also a judge of the Linen Hall Library’s 
inaugural Ulster-Scots Writing Competition which will announce 
its winners during Ulster Scots Leid Week. 
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People’s Pairk
Robert Campbell
Thursday 25 November 2021, 11am
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
Ulster-Scots writer Robert Campbell reflects on the natural 
and social history of Brooke Park, a familiar and well-loved 
landmark in the Derry City and Strabane District Council area. 
This short film features an original poem narrated by the 
Gnarly Tree in the park which shares the memories it holds. 
The Gnarly Tree will tell the story of the trees and the wildlife 
which call the park home and will reflect on the involvement of 
two local philanthropic benefactors in the history of the park: 
John Gwyn who left the bulk of his wealth to the establishment 
of an orphanage on the site and James Hood Brooke who 
subsequently gave his name to the park and who decreed 
in his last will and testament that it should be retained for 
posterity as a place for the working man to enjoy a walk on the 
Sabbath day.  

Robert Campbell is a native of East-Antrim and is married with 
three sons. He has had a lifelong connection to, and interest in 
Ulster Scots. His debut collection of Ulster-Scots poetry ‘Lock 
Doon Poyams’ features a selection of poems, and a short story 
written during the Covid-19 lockdown. The poems deal with 
the realities of life, educational underachievement, and the 
challenges people face but also draw inspiration from nature, 
wildlife and the seasons. The book is written in the hamely 
tongue as the author remembers it. Poetically the words and 
cadence of speech used is described as: “Inver an Ollar, wi aa 
touch oo Mo’side.” The Inver River flows through Larne, the Ollar 
is the old name for the Sixmilewater River which flows through 
Ballyclare, Doagh and Templepatrick, while Mosside is in North 
Antrim, the home village of the author’s maternal grandmother. 
It is from these places that the author’s residual understanding 
of Ulster Scots springs. Robert’s second book of Ulster-Scots 
themed stories, ‘Tales Frae tha life o James Finlay Bruce’ was 
published at the end of October 2021.
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McBane’s Skull
Steve Dornan
Thursday 25 November 2021, 2pm
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
Ulster-Scots poet Steve Dornan presents ‘McBane’s Skull’, 
a supernatural tale about a girl who is cursed by a carved 
stone skull in a local kirkyard. The poem, which was originally 
published in ‘Tha Jaa Banes: An Ulster-Scots Collection’ – is 
written in a rhythmic, narrative style using braid Ulster-Scots 
and blends traditional ghost story tropes with modern ones. 
This short film will also include some additional explanations 
around the Ulster-Scots vocabulary and content.

Steve Dornan grew up in Comber and Newtownards, Co Down, 
and was educated at RBAI and the University of Aberdeen. In 
2005 he undertook a PhD in Irish, Scottish and Ulster-Scots 
poetry. He has studied and written widely on the Ulster-Scots 
literary tradition and has published poetry in Ulster-Scots in 
‘Irish Pages’, ‘The Honest Ulsterman’ and ‘Modern Poetry in 
Translation’. He has had a number of academic essays and 
articles published on Ulster-Scots writers such as James Orr 
and James McHenry. His poetry collection ‘Tha Jaa Banes: An 
Ulster-Scots Collection’ was published by the Ulster-Scots 
Academy Press in 2020. He lives and works in Aberdeenshire.
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‘The Words We Carry’
Anne McMaster 
Friday 26 November 2021, 11am
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

In ‘The Words We Carry’, poet and playwright Anne McMaster 
collaborates with local film-maker Jason Dunne to create 
a moving short film illustrating the power and beauty of 
Ulster-Scots. After drawing viewers gently into a reminder 
of many Ulster-Scots terms still used today, Anne shares a 
selection of her own new writings in Ulster-Scots. ‘The Words 
We Carry’ aims to bring the Ulster-Scots language to life by 
pairing contemporary Ulster-Scots poetry with a soundtrack 
and atmospheric images of the natural world. It reminds us 
that Ulster-Scots is a living language - both beautiful and 
expressive - and familiar to us all.

Anne McMaster is a poet, professional playwright, and 
voice actor. A former lecturer in both Performing Arts and 
English Literature in Northern Ireland and California, she now 
specialises in designing and/or facilitating projects focusing 
on dementia and creativity, theatre education and community 
development/cross-community projects in addition to her 
work as a creative writing mentor. She has adapted novels for 
the stage and has written/directed over 30 original plays. She 
designed bespoke theatre productions and projects for schools 
and theatres throughout Northern Ireland, was the director/
facilitator of NI’s first deaf & deaf/blind theatre company and is 
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the creative director of Hydra Theatre Company. Her poetry has 
been published both nationally and internationally and, during 
lockdown, she’s taken part in literary events and spoken word 
festivals in Ireland, the UK, and the US. Walking Off the Land, 
her debut poetry collection focusing on life on a small Ulster 
farm, was published in June 2021 by Hedgehog Poetry Press. 
She took second place in the Frances Browne Literary Festival 
(Ulster Scots) poetry section in early October 2021 and recently 
delivered a lecture as part of the ‘Island Voices 2021’ lecture 
series organised by Derry City and Strabane District Council. 
Anne is currently working on two additional poetry collections - 
one in Ulster-Scots and one in English. 
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Useful Links:
The Ulster-Scots Agency
https://www.ulsterscotsagency.com/

The Ulster-Scots Community Network
http://www.ulster-scots.com/

The Ulster-Scots Language Society
http://www.ulsterscotslanguage.com/

The Ulster-Scots Academy 
http://www.ulsterscotsacademy.com/

Discover Ulster-Scots
http://discoverulsterscots.com/

Ulster-Scots Online Dictionary
http://www.ulsterscotsacademy.com/words/

Scots Variants and Dialects
https://dsl.ac.uk/about-scots/the-scots-language/

Ulster-Scots Language Resources for Schools
http://ccea.org.uk/news/2016/ulster_scots_primary_schools

Ulster-Scots Phonetics and Orthography
https://www.scots-online.org/grammar/spelling.php

Derry City and Strabane District Council’s  
Ulster-Scots web-page
http://www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots/
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This information is available upon request 
in a number of formats including large print, 
Braille, PDF, audio formats (CD, MP3, DAISY) 
and minority languages.

For further information on alternative 
formats please contact 
Tel 028 71 253253 
text phone: 028 7137 664

Further information on Ulster-Scots 
is available at 
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
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