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Fair faa ye!
Fair faa ye tae our wittins blaudie anent 
Ulstèr -Scotch Leid Week 2022!   

Ulster-Scots is all around us, and Ulster-Scots Language Week 
provides us with a unique opportunity to learn more about the 
language and to celebrate the contribution which Ulster-Scots makes 
to life in our Council area.

This year, Derry City and Strabane District Council, in partnership with 
The Ulster-Scots Agency, is delighted to offer a week-long programme 
of events to celebrate and promote the Ulster-Scots language. So, 
whether you just have a wheen o words, speak tha hamely tongue 
daily, or are just curious about Ulster-Scots this year’s programme has 
something for everyone. 

Please note that this programme may be subject to change
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Join us 
All events are free 
but booking is essential. 
Visit www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots

for the latest updates or follow us on Twitter 

@fairfaaye #UlsterScotsLanguageWeek 

#UlsterScotchLeidWeek

To book your place at any of the events 

please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 

call us on T: (028) 71376 579.
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A Wheen o Wurds
With the Ulster-Scots Community Network
Monday 21 November 2022 
10:30am-12:00pm
Tower Museum
Join Deirdre Speer-Whyte and Matthew Warwick from the 
Ulster-Scots Community Network for an introduction to the 
history, heritage and language of the Ulster-Scots followed by 
a short language taster event which aims to teach participants 
essential words and phrases in the Ulster-Scots language. 
Suitable for everyone and no prior knowledge of Ulster-Scots 
required. All welcome!

The Ulster-Scots Community Network (USCN) was established 
in 1995 to promote awareness and understanding of the Ulster-
Scots tradition in history, language and culture. The network 
seeks to promote awareness of Ulster-Scots in Northern 
Ireland, the border counties of Ireland and across the wider 
Ulster-Scots diaspora. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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Dauncin’ aff tha Tongue
With Anne McMaster
Tuesday 22 November 2022, 1:00pm
Tower Museum
Join writer and poet Anne McMaster for a 90-minute spoken word 
performance of both poetry and short stories in Ulster Scots which 
traces the lives of rural people as they move through the seasons of a 
fictional rural village. Drawing inspiration from Sherwood Anderson’s 
Winesburg, Ohio, this new work explores the hopes, dreams, concerns 
and quiet aspirations of those who live and work around the village. 
The performance will be followed by a 30-minute question and answer 
session discussing the importance and energy of Ulster Scots in 
storytelling and in memory. 

An ex-farmer and former lecturer, poet, playwright Anne McMaster lives 
on an old farm in mid-Ulster. Her first collection Walking Off the Land, 
was published by Hedgehog Poetry Press in June 2021. Póames - poetry 
in Ulster Scots - and Unexpected Item in the Bagging Area (Collected 
Poems) will both be published in 2022. She’s poet in residence for BBC 
Radio Ulster and an international writing mentor. Her work has been 
published widely both nationally and internationally.  

Lunch provided from 12:45pm. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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We all speak Ulster-Scots
With Liam Logan
Wednesday 23 November 2022, 1:00pm
Tower Museum
Join writer and broadcaster Liam Logan for an engaging talk about Ulster 
Scots and its importance in our linguistic heritage and tradition. Participants 
will be encouraged to contribute to an interactive Q&A session after the 
talk inviting them to share their experiences of the Ulster Scots language. 
The event will conclude with the showing of two award-winning short films: 
‘This Oul Fermin Life’ which won the Best Irish Poetry award at the 2022 
Bloomsday Film Festival in Dublin in June 2022 as well as the Narrative 
Poetry award at the Poetry Film Festival in Los Angeles; and ‘The Return 
of John Munn’, winner of the Frances Browne Multilingual Poetry award 
in Donegal and commissioned as a short film by Derry City and Strabane 
District Council in 2021. Please note that this event will be filmed. 

Liam Logan was born in Ballymoney, Co Antrim and grew up in Galdanagh, 
a townland outside Dunloy.  He has referred to the area of North Antrim he 
grew up in as ‘the hame o the Hamely Tongue’. With a number of television 
and film projects and continues to make programmes for a number of 
television companies including NVTV - Northern Visions Community 
Television and a number of local independent production companies. 

Lunch provided from 12:45pm. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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Five Words
With Robert Campbell
Wednesday 23 November 2022, 7:00pm
Tower Museum
Join Ulster-Scots writer Robert Campbell for ‘Five Words’ – a talk 
exploring five of the most significant Ulster Scots words from the 
writer’s childhood, each accompanied by bespoke artwork and newly-
written poetry. Following the talk, the author, will present a new fusion 
work which blends the Ulster-Scots language, EDM (electronic dance 
music) and vocals to create a unique video documenting the author’s 
journey around his home city -  Derry~Londonderry.  

Robert Campbell is a native of East-Antrim and is married with three 
sons. He has had a lifelong connection to, and interest in Ulster Scots. 
Robert is the author of ‘Lock Doon Poyams’, ‘Peep Frae Your Mind’, and 
‘Tales Frae the Life oo James Finlay Bruce’. He has also written a number 
of books for children including: ‘Sled Down’ - a Christmas story set in 
Iskaheen, Culmore and Derry’s Walls; ‘Captain Timmy and the Bobbing 
Barrel’ - the tale of a runaway pirate ship set in and around Portrush; 
and ‘George and the Elephant’ - the story of a little boy with dyslexia - 
though the word isn’t mentioned in the story. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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Ulster-Scots Literature 
and the Natural World
With Dr. David Gray, Högskolan Dalarna, Sweden
Thursday 24 November 2022, 1:00pm
Tower Museum
Dr David Gray presents ‘Ulster-Scots Literature and the Natural 
World’ – a lunchtime lecture event exploring the Ulster-Scots literary 
tradition and its connections to the natural world. With a focus on verse 
literature, this talk will discuss a selection of poems and poets from 
the Ulster-Scots literary tradition, primarily from the eighteenth and 
nineteenth century, to highlight their diverse engagement with the 
natural world. The speaker will demonstrate how these writers drew 
influence from a considerable range of sources, which provided ways 
of seeing the natural world, while at the same time, drawing attention 
to the authentic flora, fauna, and seasons, typically in Ulster, which 
make up the unique natural landscapes that inspired writers within the 
Ulster-Scots tradition. 

David Gray is a senior lecturer in English at the School of Language, 
Literatures and Learning in Dalarna University, Sweden. He gained his 
PhD in English Literature from Ulster University in 2014. His academic 
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publications include studies in the areas of eighteenth and nineteenth 
century British and Irish literature, representations of the Nordic 
countries in twentieth-century life/travel writing, and climate-change 
fiction. David has also worked for several years as editor of the e-journal 
Landscapes: the Journal of the International Centre for Landscape and 
Language. 
 
Lunch provided from 12:45pm. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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Seamus Heaney’s 
Language of Place
With Dr Frank Ferguson and Anne McMaster
Friday 25 November 2022, 12:30pm
Ulster University, Magee Campus
Ulster University’s Dr Frank Ferguson and poet 

Anne McMaster will deliver a creative writing workshop for learners 

of St Joseph’s Boys School exploring the significance of Heaney’s 

use of language in his poetry. Learners will be given the opportunity 

to delve deeper into Heaney’s work in an interactive creative writing 

event facilitated by poet and writer Anne McMaster. Ulster University 

will host this event at their Magee Campus on Friday 25th 

November 2022. 

Dr Frank Ferguson is one of the leading experts on Ulster-Scots 

literature. He has considerable teaching and research experience 

in Ulster-Scots and Irish Writing. He has published widely on this 

subject, has led several outreach projects for schools and the public 

and has been a consultant on the subject for a broad range of public 

and private institutions including, the Northern Ireland Civil Service, 

local councils and television and radio production companies.

Anne McMaster lives on a much-loved old farm in rural mid-

Ulster. Once a full-time farmer, she spent several years teaching 

in California and travelling the US before returning to Northern 

Ireland. She has lectured in both English Literature and Performing 

Arts while developing original projects and theatre productions – 

working as a playwright and theatre director for over 25 years. She 

now spends her time as a poet, professional voice actor, editor, 

project designer and creative writing mentor. Her work has been 

published extensively in the USA, Canada, the UK and Ireland.

Further Information
Please contact: f.ferguson@ulster.ac.uk 
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A Wheen o Wurds
With the Ulster-Scots Community Network
Friday 25 November 2022, 10:30-12:00
Council Offices, Strabane
Join Deirdre Speer-Whyte and Matthew Warwick from the Ulster-Scots 
Community Network for an introduction to the history, heritage and 
language of the Ulster-Scots followed by a short language taster event 
which aims to teach participants essential words and phrases in the 
Ulster-Scots language. Suitable for everyone and no prior knowledge of 
Ulster-Scots required. All welcome!

The Ulster-Scots Community Network (USCN) was established in 1995 
to promote awareness and understanding of the Ulster-Scots tradition 
in history, language and culture. The network seeks to promote 
awareness of Ulster-Scots in Northern Ireland, the border counties of 
Ireland and across the wider Ulster-Scots diaspora. 

Booking essential. 
Please contact ulsterscots@derrystrabane.com or 
T: 028 71 376 579
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Useful Links:
The Ulster-Scots Agency
https://www.ulsterscotsagency.com/

The Ulster-Scots Community Network
http://www.ulster-scots.com/

The Ulster-Scots Language Society
http://www.ulsterscotslanguage.com/

The Ulster-Scots Academy 
http://www.ulsterscotsacademy.com/

Discover Ulster-Scots
http://discoverulsterscots.com/

Ulster-Scots Online Dictionary
http://www.ulsterscotsacademy.com/words/

Scots Variants and Dialects
https://dsl.ac.uk/about-scots/the-scots-language/

Ulster-Scots Language Resources for Schools
http://ccea.org.uk/news/2016/ulster_scots_primary_schools

Ulster-Scots Phonetics and Orthography
https://www.scots-online.org/grammar/spelling.php

Derry City and Strabane District Council’s  
Ulster-Scots web-page
http://www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots/

This information is available upon request 
in a number of formats including large print, 
Braille, PDF, audio formats (CD, MP3, DAISY) 
and minority languages.

For further information on alternative 
formats please contact 
Tel 028 71 253253 
text phone: 028 7137 664

Further information on Ulster-Scots 
is available at 
www.derrystrabane.com/ulsterscots
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