Our Ref: KMI


10th September 2012
Dear Consultee

As part of its Statutory Equality Duties under Section 75 and Schedule 9 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, Derry City Council is carrying out an equality impact assessment on the following draft policy and would invite you to take part in our consultation process. 

Good Relations Core and Project Pilot Funding
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10th September 2012
The Council is keen to consult as widely as possible, and hopes that you will find time to comment this draft policy.  If you wish to receive further information on this policy and a copy of the Council’s equality impact assessment questionnaire, please complete and return the attached reply slip.

Please note that the draft policy and consultation response questionnaire are also available on the Council’s web site: www.derrycity.gov.uk and are available in other formats on request.   

Your contribution to the consultative process is important and will be taken into consideration in finalising our policy proposals.  

All comments/completed questionnaires should be forwarded to: 
Community Relations Officers

Derry City Council Waterside Office,

Shared Future Centre,

Cityview Park,

Irish Street,

Derry~Londonderry

BT47 2DA

 no later than Friday 30th November 2012 12 noon. 

Alternatively, you can contact Sue Divin, Community Relations Officer and seek a face to face meeting to relay any comments you wish to make.

Your co-operation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

Yours  faithfully,

[image: image1.emf]
__________________________

Sharon O’Connor

Town Clerk and Chief Executive

Enc

Reply Slip

Please note that the Council has prepared an equality impact assessment questionnaire to help collate consultation responses.  The Council is willing to accept comments in other formats such as e-mail or by telephone.  We are also willing to facilitate meetings on request.  The draft policy documents and questionnaires are also available in a range of formats, upon request.

Please forward a copy of the following draft policy and equality impact assessment questionnaire: (Please tick all required)


· Good Relations Core and Project Pilot Funding
Please indicate in which format you would like to receive the policy information:


· Braille

· Large Print

· Tape

· Disc

· Language other than English – Please Specify ___________

Name of Organisation: ____________________________________

Address for Correspondence: ______________________________

                                                    ______________________________

                                                    ______________________________

Contact Person: __________________________________________
The aim of the policy is to update the existing system Derry City Council currently uses in the process of distributing Community Relations Grant Aid to groups.  It specifically only applies to the £84,000 annually of grant aid under the Good Relations Strategy and not the rest of the grant aid system.  The key policy change is that instead of having Service Level Agreements, Main Grant and Support Grant Aid; Community Relations funding would change to the system successfully piloted in its ‘Good Relations Core and Project Pilot Funding’ from April – July 2012.





The previous GR Grant Aid Scheme, whilst it operated reasonably well, was deemed to have areas which could be made more effective for Community Relations.  This revised Scheme now hopes to meet the following aims:-





To continue to have an open and fair process


To address high levels of ‘ineligibility’ due to documentation in existing process


To only carry out documentation checks once funding has been offered in principle.


To allow groups to make a choice between core and project funding on the one application form.


To focus on Good Relations strategic priorities 


To enable groups to apply for funding from other Council Grant Aid as well as the Good Relations funding.


To make the process more user friendly, less bureaucratic and have a faster turnaround time.


To continue to ensure that beneficiaries from funding are from the local area.


To have one annual call for the funding  











