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2 ENTERPRISE WEEK 2022

MONDAY 7th MARCH

Following on from the success of ‘LINEUP 2020’ & 
‘LEVELUP ‘21’, we are delighted to bring you ‘BIG IDEAS 22’.  
This DCSDC Enterprise Week event in collaboration with 
Startacus will look at digital innovation & best practice 
from around the world.

There are three core sessions focused on:

• Accelerating Ideas & Innovation
• Digitalising the Traditional
• Creating Societal Change - People, Places, 

Environment

‘BIG IDEAS 22’ will also incorporate a start-up pitch 
competition. The Big Ideas 2022 pitch competition will 
showcase and champion innovation in NI and the Republic 
of Ireland, with up to 10 early-stage tech startups from 
across the island of Ireland having the opportunity to 
compete.

In person tickets are limited. Register to attend online or 
in person via:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/big-ideas-
2022-tickets-257774529557?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.

If you are a NI startup and wish to apply for the BIG IDEAS 
pitching competition please visit Startacus.net for further 
details on the application process.

9:45am - 4:15pm ONLINE & THE PLAYHOUSE, ARTILLERY ST.

Startacus presents 

BIG IDEAS 2022

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/big-ideas-2022-tickets-257774529557?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/big-ideas-2022-tickets-257774529557?aff=ebdssbdestsearch.
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MONDAY 7th MARCH

To wrap up BIG IDEAS 2022 and the first day of Enterprise 
Week, Startacus will host an informal early evening social 
event discussing the key themes of the day!  Discover 
who the BIG IDEAS startup pitch champion is and enjoy 
an early-evening event filled with opportunities for 
networking and making new connections with startups, 
business professionals, key speakers, and event sponsors - 
in addition to enjoying some fab music, food and drinks!

Tickets for The BIG Social will be available to book at the 
end of February 2022 via startacus.eventbrite.com.

If you are a NI start up and wish to apply for the BIG IDEAS 
pitching competition please visit Startacus.net for further 
details on the application process.

5.30pm - 7.30pm TBC

Startacus presents 

THE BIG SOCIAL - THE BIG IDEAS 
2022 EVENING SOCIAL 



          NORTH WEST BUSINESS COMPLEX, DERRY BT48 8SE
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MONDAY 7th MARCH

The local enterprise centre for the Derry City area will 
open its doors (online and offline) to offer a day long 
business support drop in clinic.  Experienced advisors will 
be available for one to one meetings to provide business 
advice & discuss support available for pre-start and start-
up businesses.

Please note; online meetings must be requested in advance 
by emailing info@enterprisenw.com.

10am - 4pm        ONLINE & ENTERPRISE NORTH WEST,

Enterprise North West presents 

BUSINESS SUPPORT DROP-IN 
CLINIC FOR PRE-START & STARTUP 
BUSINESSES
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TUESDAY 8th MARCH

Join Keith for this online session discussing the steps 
he took to adapt in the face of the Covid 19 pandemic.  
Keith will tell his story on how he changed course from 
entertainment industry to Takeway App greatness with his 
new venture ‘Food Booking NI’ and the journey he took to 
get there.  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262463684947

10am - 11am        ONLINE

Women in Enterprise presents 

KEITH DONAGHY - SUCCESSFULLY 
ADAPTING YOUR BUSINESS

With rules and algorithms constantly changing, getting 
found on Google isn’t a walk in the park. Unless you have 
an easy and fool-proof strategy. Join Patricia Greene for 
this simple step framework to get found on Google and get 
more traffic to your website. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262470605647

11am - 12noon        ONLINE

Women in Enterprise presents 

PATRICIA GREENE - 
GETTING FOUND ON GOOGLE

Celebrate International Women’s Day by joining us for a 
series of events delivered in collaboration with Women In 
Enterprise.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262463684947
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262470605647
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TUESDAY 8th MARCH

Come join Twitter expert Samantha Kelly, also known 
as the “Tweeting Goddess” and learn how to use the new 
Twitter features including “Twitter spaces” and the Twitter 
newsletter feature. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262472160297

12noon - 1pm        ONLINE

Women in Enterprise presents 

SAMANTHA KELLY - 
TWITTER TIPS

Seminar demonstrating how to use the principles of 
neuroscience to unlock creativity and increase confidence 
to become more solutions focused in progressing your 
business development. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262475018847

2pm - 3pm        ONLINE 

Women in Enterprise presents 

TARA NICHOLAS - HAPPY MIND, 
HAPPY BUSINESS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262472160297


7 ENTERPRISE WEEK 2022

TUESDAY 8th MARCH

If you use images on your social media, or anywhere in your 
business, and are looking for a way to ‘jazz them up’, then 
this Canva Made Easy workshop is for you!  Canva’s free 
online design and publishing platform allows you to create 
amazing graphic design. While you might be daunted to learn 
yet another piece of software, Canva is simple to use and 
does most of the work for you. With a little tweaking and or 
adjusting, you can design graphics to suit your branding and 
business needs. Join us for this introductory workshop led 
by Sandra Parry, Executive VA and Canva Guru who will take 
the fear out of online graphic design and show you how to get 
started. Sandra says that with a little bit of familiarity of the 
platform you will be able to fearlessly jump right in, get your 
creative juices flowing, and create your own masterpieces! 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262483744947

3pm - 4pm        ONLINE

Women in Enterprise presents 

SANDRA PARRY - 
INTRODUCTION TO CANVA

How to leverage video to raise your businesses visibility, the 
why, what, where and how. Gayle will deliver a presentation 
on why you should be using video for your business, give an 
overview of the types of video content you could be creating, 
where you could be using it and how to film, edit and resize 
for different platforms.  Gayle will also take a look at tools 
and software from the basic to the more advance, what you 
may already have and what good alternatives are out there to 
help you start to create great engaging video content to raise 
your brand and business visibility. Followed by a short Q&A. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262487104997

4pm - 5pm        ONLINE

Women in Enterprise presents 

S. GAYLE ALEXANDRE - 
VIDEO FOR VISIBILITY

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262483744947
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262487104997
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TUESDAY 8th MARCH

This session will cover the concept of ‘Design Thinking’ 
which starts with understanding your problem before 
looking for solution.  The theory is based on leveraging 
user feedback to make your products or services as simple 
and easy to use.  By putting customers first, you can create 
helpful products and services, that will make your brand 
unforgettable - and your customers will love you for it. 

Book a space here: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/how-to-create-products-
services-customers-will-love-tickets-259735153837

1pm - 2:30pm        CATALYST INC., INNOVATION CENTRE, BAY RD. 

Catalyst Inc presents 

HOW TO CREATE PRODUCTS & 
SERVICES CUSTOMERS WILL LOVE 
- DESIGN THINKING

Are you already familiar with online marketing or have a 
website and don’t know what to do with it? Our advanced 
online marketing course will give you the knowledge and 
strategic ideas to take your businesses online marketing 
to the next level and the tools to measure your success.  
Learn how to create campaigns, understand data analytics 
and track emerging trends to market your business and 
grow your online presence.  Workshop will cover topics 
such as Web Development, Content Creation, Website 
Analytics, Search Engine Optimisation and Google Ads. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/264132686977

10am - 1pm        THE DIAMOND CENTRE, CLAUDY

ADVANCED ONLINE MARKETING 
TOOLS FOR BUSINESS

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/264132686977
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WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH

UUBS and CEIS students students will be collaborating 
with Northwest Employers during Enterprise Week. The 
Design Thinking Event will involve students working in 
partnership with local businesses to help solve critical 
issues, such as production of affordable clean energy, the 
effects of the rising cost of utilities, social inequalities, 
and economic growth. Ulster’s talented future leaders will 
help support the recovery and revival of the DC&SDC area. 
This collaborative event will see Ulster students connect, 
ideate, and innovate alongside Northwest business leaders 
to present creative, innovative, practical solutions. If you 
would like to get involved in this event please contact:
Gemma.scarlett@derrystrabane.com.

9.15am - 1pm         GREAT HALL MD102 & MINOR HALL MD106, MAGEE

UU SOLVERS - ‘ENGAGE, ADVANCE, 
SUCCEED.’

The local enterprise agency will open its doors to offer 
a day long business support drop in clinic.  With no 
appointment necessary, experienced advisors will be 
available for one to one meetings to discuss the support 
available for pre-start and start-up businesses.

10am - 4pm          STRABANE ENTERPRISE AGENCY, ORCHARD RD. IND. EST.

BUSINESS SUPPORT DROP- IN 
CLINIC FOR PRE-START 
& STARTUP BUSINESSES
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WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH

Are you puzzled by the jargon associated with your 
accounting/ tax requirements? Enterprise North West 
and Toast Accountants will provide practical steps in 
plain English to address the common concerns small 
business owners have when it comes to their accountancy 
commitments. Topics to discuss:

• Why do you need an accountant?
• How do you complete a self-assessment?
• What are allowable expenses?
• Making Bookkeeping Digital
• Business Planning

The speakers will also discuss the common key questions 
small business owners have when it comes to computing 
their self-assessment tax returns. Register for this event 
via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/money-money-money-
tickets-264288131917

If you have any questions which you would like addressed 
specifically, please feel free to drop an email to caolan@
enterprisenw.com in advance of the webinar.

12noon - 1pm         ONLINE

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/money-money-money-tickets-264288131917
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/money-money-money-tickets-264288131917


WEDNESDAY 9th MARCH

This 6-week course is an introduction to practical 
mindfulness as a leadership technique. Authenticity 
comes with a deeper self-awareness and self-management 
of thoughts and emotions. Register for this course via:  
https://londonderrychamber.co.uk/events/authentic-
leadership-through-practical-mindfulness-6-week-
course/

5.30pm - 7pm          BOARDROOM, CHAMBER OFFICES, 16 BISHOP ST.

Chamber of Commerce presents

AUTHENTIC LEADERSHIP THROUGH 
PRACTICAL MINDFULNESS: 6 WEEK 
COURSE
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Business Stakeholders throughout the region are welcome 
to attend the presentation element of this event.  Students 
and employers taking part in the morning ‘Design 
Thinking’ workshop will present their solutions to a panel 
of judges.  The event will announce a winner and a prize 
presentation for most innovative solution developed.  The 
event provides an excellent opportunity for attendees to 
network with stakeholders, students and UU staff. Register 
for this event via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uu-
solvers-tickets-262826500137

2pm - 4.30 pm         LECTURE THEATRE MD108, MAGEE

UU SOLVERS - ‘ENGAGE, ADVANCE, 
SUCCEED.’

https://londonderrychamber.co.uk/events/authentic-leadership-through-practical-mindfulness-6-week-course/
https://londonderrychamber.co.uk/events/authentic-leadership-through-practical-mindfulness-6-week-course/
https://londonderrychamber.co.uk/events/authentic-leadership-through-practical-mindfulness-6-week-course/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uu-solvers-tickets-262826500137
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/uu-solvers-tickets-262826500137
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

We invite you to a FREE Business Breakfast in partnership 
with Derry City and Strabane District Council, to explore 
the range of support and funding programmes we are now 
offering to local businesses.

We will also be offering a FREE SKILLS NEEDS ANALYSIS 
for attendees - please allow some extra time for this 
exercise if you wish to avail of this.

Agenda
8:30am: 
Breakfast & Networking

9am - 10am:
Presentation of funding opportunities from BSC as well as 
case studies from clients and local businesses who have 
received support. 

Register for the event here: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/
nwrc-strabane-business-breakfast-tickets-257034776937 

8:30am - 10am        LIBRARY, NWRC STRABANE CAMPUS, DERRY RD. STRABANE

BUSINESS BREAKFAST - 
NWRC STRABANE

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nwrc-strabane-business-breakfast-tickets-257034776937
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nwrc-strabane-business-breakfast-tickets-257034776937
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

This event will showcase tech professionals and the 
pathways they took to develop their tech-related careers 
or businesses. Co-ordinated by Startacus and Revolve 
Comics, ‘Tech Champions’ is a graphic novel, telling the 
tales of 5 local tech professionals and entrepreneurs, with 
a central section featuring relevant local information 
on the tech careers and opportunities offered by tech 
companies within the NW. 

Expect to find out more about ‘champs’ who’ve just started 
their tech careers and those who’ve already been on a 
journey to success! With the comic to be shared with local 
schools prior to Derry-Strabane Enterprise week, ‘Tech 
Champions’ will then be brought to life via an in-person 
(limited numbers) and streamed event on the morning of 
the 10th March. 

The event will enable local young people to meet 
those champions and other tech-focused individuals 
and entrepreneurs, with the aim of showcasing and 
highlighting the diverse range of opportunities available 
locally and the potential pathways to starting a career in 
tech! If you are someone who would simply like to watch 
the live stream please email alastair@startacus.net for 
more information. 

10am - 12.30pm        ONLINE

Startacus with the support of Revolve Comics presents 

TECH CHAMPIONS
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

Employment Lawyer Gareth McCay will look at post-
termination restrictive covenants normally found in 
contracts of employment, such as those which seek to 
prevent solicitation of customers, clients, suppliers, other 
employees, or general competition for a defined period 
after termination, in order to protect the employer’s 
confidential information, customer connections, its 
goodwill and the stability of its workforce. The seminar 
will look at enforceability, remedies available and discuss 
some key cases. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261919166277

10am - 11am        ONLINE

RESTRICTIVE COVENANTS, 
PROTECTING YOUR IP, CUSTOMER 
LISTS & STAFF

Everyone can experience stress or feel overwhelmed 
at times, burnout mainly strikes people who are highly 
committed to their work: you can only “burn out” if you 
have been “alight” in the first place. An antidote for burnout 
is rest. It is possible to prevent burnout and the associated 
health implications by ensuring your staff, and you, 
prioritise well-being and recognise the importance of rest 
through the techniques and activities promoted during 
this programme. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/264140159327

10am - 12noon        ONLINE

Action Mental Health presents

BURNOUT AND REST

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261919166277
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/264140159327
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

Aimed at Year 13s, the Design Sprint will take your 
students on a design-thinking journey that will lead 
them from identifying a problem, working through 
several stages to iterate and design a prototype/solution 
all in the one day. Students will look at socio-economic/
environmental and sustainability challenges faced by local 
council. On this journey, your students will learn important 
skills at each stage, including user-centred design, 
working in a team and critical thinking. The workshop 
will also help foster softer, intangible elements such as 
empathy, emotional intelligence, and resilience. To book a 
space email: generationinnovation@wearecatalyst.org

10am - 12.30pm        ONLINE

Catalyst Inc presents 

CATALYST GENERATION INNOVATION 
DESIGN SPRINT 

This seminar will discuss the Mary Keogh Academy 
journey and the part played by empowerment, positive 
mind-set and networking. Mary’s signature Empowerment 
Programme is specific to entrepreneurs and businesses.  
This session looks at the tools and techniques in the 
business development process that when paired with 
mind-set and structure will deliver the desired outcomes 
and a successful vision. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261015352947

11am - 12noon        ONLINE

THE MARY KEOGH EMPOWERMENT 
PROGRAMME

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261015352947
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

This workshop will discuss the primary forms of social 
media marketing and the importance of design, structure, 
content and strategy. Posting on social media may 
seem the current ‘go to’ but when strategy, concept and 
trends are applied in the necessary elements, this can 
only amplify the ROI for business. Brand awareness, key 
demographics and ‘reaching your desired audience’ will 
also be covered alongside a brief insight into working with 
agencies and independently in order to convey your brand 
effectively. Our business bounce back scheme works with 
clients in order to structure a concise marketing plan to 
redefine each business while navigating our new normal. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261954261247

12noon - 1pm        ONLINE

Highlight PR presents 

SOCIAL MEDIA SAVVY

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/261954261247
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THURSDAY 10th MARCH

This workshop will present digital transformation recovery 
and support schemes; delivered by various EU regions 
in response to the challenges and opportunities faced by 
SMEs during COVID-19. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262819950547

2pm - 3:30pm        ONLINE

DEVISE presents 

DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION 
DURING COVID19 (1ST THEMATIC 
WORKSHOP)

Bank of Ireland and Ulster University welcome you to 
an economic update event.  come along and hear from 
guest speaker Alan Bridle, UK Economist, Bank of Ireland 
UK  as well as receive an update from Ulster University 
on forthcoming changes to taxation.  This event is aimed 
primarily at accountants and business advisors.  To attend 
this event please email Elima.Meehan@boi.com to register 
your interest.

12noon - 2pm        GREAT HALL, UU, MAGEE

BOI ECONOMIC OUTLOOK LUNCH 
EVENT

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/262819950547
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FRIDAY 11th MARCH

Join Richard Ramsey, Chief Economist of Ulster Bank 
as he provides an Economic Outlook for the year ahead.  
Participants will hear from a range of funders on sources 
of grant funding, finance and business support available 
through Local Support Agencies, Investors and Banks.
Register via: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-funding-
game-tickets-262485038817

10am - 12noon        WHITE HORSE HOTEL

Derry City & Strabane District Council presents

THE FUNDING GAME - ACCESSING 
BUSINESS FINANCE 

An online International Business Challenge Competition 
for primary schools in the council area to recognise and 
celebrate Global Entrepreneurship Week throughout 
November 2021 and Enterprise Week 2022. Participating 
entries will have the opportunity to compete for a 1st prize 
voucher of £100.00 and a Runner Up voucher of £50.00 
which will be announced by the Mayor at 2pm via social 
media on Friday 11th March. For more information email 
Bronagh McAuley: bronagh.mccauley@yeni.co.uk

2pm - 2:30pm        ONLINE / VIRTUAL

YOUNG ENTERPRISE NI 
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS 
PROGRAMME FOR PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS - WINNER 
ANNOUNCEMENT

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-funding-game-tickets-262485038817
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/the-funding-game-tickets-262485038817
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THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

Labour Relations Agency webinar available throughout 
the week providing information to employers struggling to 
recruit and fill skills gaps within the workplace. 

ON DEMAND WEBINAR

Labour Relations Agency presents

EMPLOYER RESPONSES TO THE 
SKILLS CHALLENGE


