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The NWRCBG would like to welcome our 
new Chairman, Alderman Michael Coyle. 
Having Chaired the Board previously 
Michael is a firm supporter of cross 
border regional development. 
 
In particular Michael looks forward to 
working with the Group on ongoing 
projects and solidifying partnerships with 
a view to the new funding programme 
period 2014-2020.  
 
Alderman Coyle states that “the 
challenges facing our Region are 
unprecedented, however by coming 
together and working in collaboration we 
can ensure recovery and move forward 
into a stronger shared future”. 
 
First elected to Limavady Borough 
Council in 1973 Alderman Coyle also  
served as an MLA in the NI Assembly, 
holding the post of party environment 
spokesperson. 
 
Michael sits on the Competiveness and 
Employment Committee for NI, the NI 
Waste Management Board, Chairs the NI 
Housing Council and works with the NI 
Council Reform Statutory Transition 
Committee.  
 
Born in Dungiven, Michael spent most of 
h i s  w o r k i n g  c a r e e r  a s  a 
telecommunications engineer and also as 
a disability auditor in both the North and 
the South of Ireland. 
 
A motorsport enthusiast, Michael was a 
founder member of the Maiden City 
Motor Club. He retains his involvement in 
administration, working in particular as 
part of the results team for the Donegal 
Rally for several years. 

Senior officials from the Department of Environment, Community 
and Local Government (RoI) and the Department for Regional 
Development (NI) recently launched a new document which will 
see co-operation further solidified in the cross border region.  
 
The innovative partnership document, Framework for Cooperation: 
Spatial Strategies for Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
signals a new dawn for North South spacial planning.  
  
The development of this joint Framework has taken some time, with a 
draft last published for public consultation in 2010.  The Framework, 
which is non statutory, for the first time sets out a dedicated approach 
to cooperation between the jurisdictions. The Northern Ireland 
Assembly and the Irish Government have now agreed to work together 
when implementing their respective spatial strategies, the Regional 
Development Strategy (RDS) and National Spatial Strategy (NSS). 
  
Co-operation across borders is well developed in many European 
regions and is widely accepted as good practice within the European 
Union. Research shows that working together on issues and projects 
can enable regions to become stronger and channel resources more 
efficiently and can aid in economic recovery.  
  
The Framework, for the first time in strategic planning history on the 
Island, will see public sector policy-makers and practitioners 
encouraged officially to avoid back to back planning.  In particular it 
focuses on a regional cross border approach to enhance 
competitiveness, develop places, ensure environmental quality and 
undertake spatial analysis. 
 
The Framework acknowledges the important role of local government in 
delivering plans, programmes and projects and will provide an 
essential ’tool’ for enhanced cooperation in our own cross border 
region. 

For further information go to: www.drdni.gov.uk or www.environ.ie 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22
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Office of the Northern Ireland Executive 
in Brussels & Irish Regions Office  

  
Engagement with the EU Commission in Brussels is of 
integral importance to the work of the NWRCBG and other 
cross border networks, particularly with regard to 
developing the regional agenda.  
  
As a cross border region, the North West is well 
represented in Brussels by two dedicated offices working 
on behalf of their respective jurisdictions. 
 
The Irish Regions Office (IRO) 
is a Brussels based resource 
for the Irish members of the 
Committee of the Regions 
(CoR) and their regional 
authorities.   

The Office of the Northern 
Ireland Executive in Brussels 
(ONIEB) works with Government 
Departments, other Northern 
Ireland Organisations and the NI 
Barroso Taskforce. 

 
The offices provide information and aid in organising and 
facilitating visits and events in Brussels, working to present 
a positive image of their respective jurisdictions and 
ensuring engagement with the Union. 
 
Located in the heart of Brussels’ EU district the offices are 
perfectly positioned to act as a link between EU institutions 
and home. Both offices produce regular newsletters, an 
essential resource to those with an interest in European 
matters. 
 
Further information can be found at www.iro.ie and 
www.ofmdfmni.gov.uk/index/promoting-ni/onieb.htm 

 

EU OPEN DAYS OUR PEOPLE IN BRUSSELS 

An important 2 day international conference is to be held between the 30th and 31st of January 2014. 
 
The conference will bring together leading figures from the border region, including Cross Border Groups, local au-
thorities, local enterprise agencies and business organisations, individual entrepreneurs, business leaders and cen-
tral government officials. 
 
Jointly hosted by ICLRD and CCBS and funded by INTERREG IVA the conference will be held at an Irish border 
region venue, yet to be confirmed.  
 
Amongst other items the results of a new research project ‘Towards A Cross Border Development Zone’ will be 
reported, and a future roadmap for Strategy developed.  
 
Further details will be available soon at www.crossborder.ie or www.iclrd.ie 

SAVE THE DATE 

11th European Week of  
Regions and Cities 

 
The Brussels-based OPEN DAYS events offer EU 
institutions, managing authorities and final 
beneficiaries a chance to exchange and network on 
approaches to policy, programmes and partnerships.  
 
The 3 local authority led Cross-Border Groups, North 
West Region Cross Border Group,  East Border 
Region and ICBAN and the COMET INTERREG and 
North East Partnership participate annually.   This 
year’s events consisted of an opening session held on 
the 7th October, followed by some 101 working 
sessions held between the 8th and 10th of October.  
 
The Cross Border Groups and Partnerships hosted 
their Open Day Seminar and Evening Reception on the 
8th October at the Office of the Northern Ireland 
Executive in Brussels.    
 
The seminar saw a full schedule of presentations and 
a workshop on issues ranging from EU Rural and 
Urban development to the Barroso Taskforce and 
opportunities for the next funding period.    
 
An evening reception was the vehicle for showcasing 
the Cross Border region to a wide audience from 
various organisations.  A DVD was compiled and 
presented showing examples of work funded by the 
2007-2013 EU programmes, projects and their  impact 
on regional development.   

 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22
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ICLRD Leading the Way 

The innovative ICLRD, INTERREG IVA funded project, CroSPlaN II is empowering Local Government through 
training and leading the way in cross council, cross border co-operation.   
 
Local authorities in the Cross Border Region are realising to a greater extent than ever before that working together 
can bring important benefits.  The CroSPlaN II project seeks to enable this work to evolve more effectively through 
the delivery of a Training and Animation Programme.  
 
ICLRD’s experience, gained through the successful CroSPlaN I project, is that high-level training and animation can 
help senior officials and elected representatives understand how development opportunities are linked and fit into a 
larger regional picture.   
 
The ten module project will involve a programme of seminars, discussion forums and working groups. It will improve 
the quality of cross-border cooperation through providing a forum to develop joint solutions and collaborative 
agreements. In this unique environment the 22 cross-border councils, 3 local authority led cross border networks and 
selected cross border bodies can work together with central government departments. 
 
Delegates will also have a better understanding of the reform 
agendas applying to both jurisdictions and how this will impact on co
-operation, creating a discussion around the potential for shared 
services.   Ultimately the project will resource local authorities with 
change management, enabling them to move forward into their new 
evolving functions and responsibilities. 
 
Further information can be found at www.iclrd.ie 

Towards a Border Development Zone 

An exciting new concept for economic development, uniquely adapted to the border 
region is currently being researched.  
 
The ‘Towards a Border Development Zone (BDZ)’ project will seek to stimulate 
economic development by building on the experiences of successful border region 
firms and by focusing on the capacity of local authorities to promote and lead the 
region. 
 
The Centre for Cross Border Studies (CCBS) and the International Centre for Local 
and Regional Development (ICLRD), will roll out this new INTERREG IVA funded 
project as part of CCBS’s wider INICCO II initiative. 
 

The research element of the project will explore a joint economic development approach across the entire cross-
border region. In doing this it will build on the work of the three existing local authority led cross-border networks: 
East Border Region (EBR), Irish Central Border Area Network (ICBAN) and the North West Region Cross Border 
Group (NWRCBG). 
 
To date five ‘scoping studies’ have been commissioned; one on the overall strategy and structure that might be 
adopted. The four remaining will focus on key potential development sectors in the region: SME enterprise with 
export potential, tourism and recreation, agriculture and food  processing, and low carbon initiatives and renewable 
energy. 
 
A  project steering group – drawn from CCBS , InterTradeIreland, IBEC-CBI Joint Business Council,  the cross-
border networks, local authorities, business leaders  and the ICLRD – will be chaired by Padraic White, former head 
of IDA Ireland and chair of Louth Economic Forum.  
 
Further information can be found at www.crossborder.ie 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22
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The development of the new PEACE IV and INTERREG 
V programmes is currently underway.  
 
PEACE will see a focus on Sharing and Learning, 
around the themes of Investing in Children and Young 
People, Shared Space and Civic Leadership.  
 
INTERREG currently has 5 Themes which are being 
assessed  Research & Innovation, Environment, Social 
Inclusion, Sustainable Transport and Low Carbon 
Economy. It is probable that 4 Themes will go forward 
into the Operational Programme.  
 
F u r t h e r  p u b l i c 
consultation will be 
undertaken in the short 
term.  

Europe 2020 has three Headline Priorities - Smart growth, Sustainable 
growth and Inclusive growth. It is anticipated that the Multi-Annual 
Financial Framework (MFF, budget c €960bn), will be passed by 
European Parliament in Autumn this year, with new funding calls 
appearing in winter. Below is an overview of budget per programme: 
 

• Horizon 2020 (€70bn) 
• Erasmus+ (€17bn) 
• LIFE (€3.2bn) 
• COSME (€2.3bn) 
• Creative Europe (€1.8bn) 
• Programme for Employment and Social Innovation (€815mn) 
• Rights and Citizenship Programme (€803mn) 
• Interreg Vc (€500mn) 
• Public Health Programme (€380mn) 
• Europe for Citizens (€229mn) 

Competitive Funding Update 

CAP Reform 

The North West Region Cross Border Group comprises the five Councils of Derry, Donegal, Limavady, Strabane and 
Magherafelt and has a total of twenty-two elected members representing  

their member Councils.  
 

The Mission of the Group is to strengthen and develop the regional economy through collaboration and to enhance the socio 
economic position of the North West. 

 
Contact: NWRCBG@derrycity.gov.uk  Tel: 02871 370808 

European Territorial Co-operation Cross Border Programmes 

The new European Territorial Cooperation package is 
currently being agreed by Member States. European 
Cohesion Policy will be delivered through the European 
Regional Development Fund (ERDF), European Social 
Fund (ESF) and Common Fisheries (CF) programmes.  

Priorities will be Investment for Growth and Jobs and 
European Territorial Cooperation. There will be a focus 
on reform principles: Thematic concentration and 
objectives, Results, Strategic approach and Alignment 
with Europe 2020.  

Adoption by Council, publication 
in the Official Journal and entry 
into force is anticipated for 
November/December. 

Public consultation on CAP reform is ongoing. Engagement with competent regional, local, urban and other public 
authorities and stakeholders is widespread and comprehensive. In ROI more than 80 submissions have been re-
ceived, the most recent stakeholder workshop was held in July.  
  
Further consultation will take place before year end. NI consultation closed on 21 October, DARD consultation is to 
close in January 2014. Member States will have significant flexibility with regard to structure and direct payments, 
however reform will see many changes ahead for the region’s farming communities. 

http://www.pdfcomplete.com/cms/hppl/tabid/108/Default.aspx?r=q8b3uige22

