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APPROVAL for LDP Documents 
 

March 2022 
 

This Document is one in a series which comprises the evidence base that informs the preparation 

of the Derry City and Strabane District Local Development Plan (LDP 2032) Plan Strategy. 

This is a Submission document in accordance with Section 10 of the Planning (NI) 2011 and 

Regulation 20 of the Planning (LDP) Regulations (NI) 2015. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document, DS-600a – Approval of LDP Documents, should be read in conjunction with the other 

LDP dPS Submission documents as referenced in the Document Library, particularly the overall DS-600 – 

Self-Assessment of Soundness Statement (SASS), as well as DS-600b – Public Notices for LDP Stages and 

DS-600c – Consultation Evidence for LDP Stages. 
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Main relevant legislation 
 
Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Part 2 -Local development plans, Section 10 

Independent examination 

10(1) The council must submit every development plan document to the Department for independent 

examination. 

(2) But the council must not submit such a document unless— 

(a)it has complied with any relevant requirements contained in regulations under this Part, and 

(b)it thinks the document is ready for independent examination. 

(3) The council must also send to the Department (in addition to the development plan document) such other 

documents (or copies of documents) and such information as is prescribed. 

 

 (6) The purpose of an independent examination is to determine in respect of the development plan document— 

(a)whether it satisfies the requirements of sections 7 and 8 or, as the case may be, sections 7 and 9, and any 

regulations under section 22 relating to the preparation of development plan documents; 

(b)whether it is sound. 

 
 
The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 1 – PART 5 
 
The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (NI) 2015, Regulation 6 
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APPROVAL DATES FROM THE COUNCIL, DfI AND/OR PAC IN RELATION TO DC&SDC LDP 

LDP Stage Approval Sought / Received Date of Approval Letter 
 

Initial Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
 

DfI Strategic Planning 

2nd March 2016 
4th April 2016 
Not required 
 
Sought 18th April 2016 
Received 14th June 2016 
 

Initial LDP Timetable  DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
 

DfI Strategic Planning 

16th May 2016 
26th May 2016 
31st May 2016 
 
Sought 27th May 2016 
Received 21st June 2016 
 

LDP Preferred Options Paper 
(POP) 

 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
DfI Strategic Planning 

26th April 2017 
8th May 2017 
n/a 
n/a 
 

LDP Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) Revision 1 

 and for  
LDP Timetable Revision 1 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission - SCI 
PAC – Timetable 

 
DfI Strategic Planning 

7th March 2018 
29th March 2018 
Not required 
18th April 2018 
 
Sought 16th April 2018 
Received 24th May 2018 
 

LDP Timetable Revision 2  DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
 

DfI Strategic Planning 

25th March 2019 
27th June 2019 
3rd May 2019 
 
Sought 5th July 2019 
Received 9th July 2019 
 

LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS)  DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
DfI Strategic Planning 

21st October 2019 
24th October 2019 
n/a 
n/a  
 

Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) Revision 2 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
 

DfI Strategic Planning 

21st September 2021 
30th September 2021 
Not required 
 
Sought 29th Nov. 2021 
Received 30th Nov 2021 
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LDP Stage Approval Sought / Received Date of Approval Letter 
 

LDP Timetable Revision 3  DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
 

DfI Strategic Planning 

3rd November 2021  
25th November 2021 
26th November 2021 
 
Sought 29th Nov. 2021 
Received 30th Nov 2021 
 

Proposed Changes (PCs) to LDP 
draft Plan Strategy (dPS)  

 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
DC&SDC full Council 

Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
DfI Strategic Planning 

3rd November 2021  
25th November 2021 
n/a 
n/a  
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Initial Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – July 2016 

 
The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (NI) 2015, Regulation 6 

 

Agreement of the statement of community involvement 

6. (1) The statement of community involvement (prepared in accordance with regulation 4) must— 

(a)be approved by resolution of the council prior to submission to the Department for its agreement, and 

(b)be submitted to the Department for its agreement. 

(2) The Department must respond within four weeks of receipt of the statement of community involvement 

unless it has, before the expiry of that period, notified the council in writing that it requires more time to consider 

the document. 

(3) If before the end of the period mentioned in paragraph (2), the Department has failed to respond to the 

receipt by it of the statement of community involvement, its agreement will be deemed to have been given at the 

end of that period. 

(4) Subject to paragraph (3) until such time as the Department agrees the statement of community 

involvement, the council must not take any steps under regulation 7 to advertise its proposals. 

(5) The council must keep the statement of community involvement under regular review and any revision must 

comply with the requirements of these Regulations. 
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DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 13 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 8c 
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DfI Strategic Planning 
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Initial LDP Timetable – July 2016 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 2 
 

Preparation of the timetable 

5.  The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals commission and such 

of the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 

Agreement of the timetable 

7.—(1) The timetable must be— 

(a)approved by resolution of the council prior to submission to the Department for its agreement, and 

(b)submitted to the Department. 

(2) The Department must respond within four weeks of receipt of the timetable, unless it has, before the expiry 

of that period, notified the council that it requires more time to consider the timetable. 

(3) If, before the end of the period specified in paragraph (2), the Department has failed to respond to the receipt 

by it of the timetable, it will be deemed to be agreed at the end of that period. 

(4) Subject to paragraph (3) until such time as the Department agrees the timetable the council must not, in 

the preparation of a local development plan, take any steps under regulation 10 to advertise its preferred options 

paper. 

(5) Paragraphs (1) to (4) apply to the revision of a timetable as they apply to its preparation. 
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DC&SDC Planning Cttee 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 9d 
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Planning Appeals Commission (PAC)
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DfI Strategic Planning 
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Publication of LDP Preferred Options Paper (POP) – May 2017 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 3 
 

Regulations 9, 10 and 11 relate to the LDP POP and, in summary, require prior engagement with the consultation 

bodies, then to make the POP widely available and then to undertake public consultation on the POP. Therefore, 

there is no statutory requirement for formal approvals, for inclusion in this document. However, to reflect the normal 

good-governance, the details of the POP’s approvals by the Planning Committee and full Council are included 

below. 
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DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 9 (Confidential Business) 
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DC&SDC full Council – Confirmation of Confidential Items (Item 9) 
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LDP Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) - Revision 1, and for the  

LDP Timetable Revision 1 – May 2018 
 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 12 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 8b 

 

 



23 
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Planning Appeals Commission (PAC 
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DfI Strategic Planning  
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LDP Timetable Revision 2 – July 2019 
 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 6 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 11a 
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Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 
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DfI Strategic Planning  
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Publication of LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Consultation for Representations 

(Reps) – December 2019 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 4 
 

Regulations 12 to 16 relate to the LDP dPS and, in summary, specify regarding the form / content of the dPS, then 

to make the dPS widely available and then to undertake public consultation on the dPS – inviting Representations. 

Therefore, there is no statutory requirement for formal approvals, for inclusion in this document. However, to reflect 

the normal good-governance, the details of the dPS’s approvals by the Planning Committee and full Council are 

included below. 
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DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 5 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 15f 
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Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Revision 2 – December 2021 
 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 7 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 8h 
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DfI Strategic Planning 
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LDP Timetable Revision 3 – December 2021 
 

DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 13 
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 8b 
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Planning Appeals Commission (PAC) 

DfI  
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Strategic Planning  
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Proposed Changes (PCs) to LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Consultation for PC 

Comments – December 2021 

 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 5 
Development Plan Practice Note 10: Submitting Development Plan Documents for Independent 
Examination (DPPD 10 - DfI – December 2019) 
 
The Council is required to prepare the LDP, taking account of all Departmental Guidance, including DPPN 
10 - which provides the key guidance to Councils on how a DPD progresses from the representation stage 
to submission to the Department. In particular, paragraphs 4.1 to 4.11 advise on how the Council can 
respond to the Representations it has received, as well as to any significant changed circumstances. This 
DPPN introduces a ‘non-statutory administrative stage’ in the LDP-preparation process, whereby the 
Council can identify ‘Minor changes’ and ‘Focussed Changes’ that it believes should be brought forward, as 
an Addendum to the LDP dPS - all of which can be considered by the PAC at the Independent Examination. 
 
The DPPN guides the Council, saying that in order for the focussed changes to be considered at the IE, 
satisfactory consultation should take place; therefore, a Council should prepare, publish and consult upon 
the focussed changes. The addendum of focussed changes, together with an SA and other statutory 
assessments (as required), should be published for consultation for a period of 8 weeks which corresponds 
to the timeframe specified in Regulation 16.  
 
Derry City & Strabane District Council, in taking account of this Departmental Guidance, has published a 
Schedule of Proposed Changes, all of which has been advertised and consulted upon in accordance with 
the above guidance, similar to that done for the original dPS itself - under Regulation 16 / PART 5 of the 
Planning (LDP) Regulations (NI) 2015. 
 

Within PART 5, Regulations 12 to 16 do not include a statutory requirement for formal approvals, for inclusion in 

this document. However, to reflect the normal good-governance, the details of the approvals of the Proposed 

Changes to the LDP dPS, by the Planning Committee and full Council, are included below. 
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DC&SDC Planning Cttee – Item 9
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DC&SDC full Council – Item 8b 
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