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This Document is one in a series which comprises the evidence base that informs the preparation of the 

Derry City and Strabane District Local Development Plan (LDP 2032) Plan Strategy. 

This is a Submission document in accordance with Section 10 of the Planning (NI) 2011 and  

Regulation 20 of the Planning (LDP) Regulations (NI) 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This document, DS-600c – Consultation Evidence for LDP Stages, should be read in conjunction with 

the other LDP dPS Submission documents as referenced in the Document Library, particularly the 

overall DS-600 – Self-Assessment of Soundness Statement (SASS), as well as DS-600a – Approval of 

LDP Documents and DS-600b – Public Notices for LDP Stages. 
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Main relevant legislation 
 
Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Part 2 -Local development plans, Section 10 
 
 
The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 1 – PART 5 
 
The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (NI) 2015, Regulation 5 

 
 
This document primarily focusses on the statutorily-required consultations done at each stage of the 

preparation of the LDP dPS; these consultation actions provide further detail to the Regulatory requirements set 

out in document DS-600: Self-Assessment of Soundness Statement (SASS). At certain key stages, additional 

consultations and publicity / PR was undertaken – beyond the statutory requirements; these statutory and 

wider consultations / publicity are detailed further in document DS-602d: Statement of Community Involvement 

- Compliance Report.  
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CONSULTATIONS DONE IN RELATION TO DC&SDC LDP 

LDP Stage Summary of Main Consultations 
Done 

Date of Consultation 
 

Initial Statement of 
Community Involvement (SCI) 

Input of Elected Members 
Public Consultation re the Draft SCI 

Comments from DOE / DfI 
Advert, Website, PR, Distribution 

2015 & 2016 
Nov 2015 to Jan 2016 
Jan, May & June 2016 
July 2016 

Initial LDP Timetable Letters to Key Consultees 
Letter to PAC 
DfI Approval 

Advert, Web, PR, Distribute/Notify 

May 2016 
May 2016 
June 2016 
July 2016 

In advance of the LDP 
Preferred Options Paper 

(POP) 
 

Engagement / Consultation letter 
to all Consultation Bodies 

Engagement Meetings – 5 Councils 
Meeting of Key Consultees 

POP Stakeholder Event 

30 Nov 2016 - Jan 2017 
 
1st March 2017 
9th March 2017 
4th April 2017 

On publication of LDP POP - 
Consultation for POP 

Representations (POP Reps) 
 

Public Availability Display 
Public Consultation Meetings 

Notification E-zine to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR, Distribution 

31st May to 22nd Aug 2017 
June 2017 
 
1st June 2017 
 
June 2017 

LDP Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) Revision 1 

No Consultation Appropriate 
DfI Approval 

Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

n/a 
24th May 2018 
May & June 2018 

LDP Timetable Revision 1 No Consultation Appropriate 
Letter to / from PAC 

DfI Approval 
Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

n/a 
April 2018 
24th May 2018 
May & June 2018 

LDP Timetable Revision 2 Letters to Key Consultees 
Letter to / from PAC 

DfI Approval 
Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

24th April 2019 
May 2019 
9th July 2019 
July 2019 

On publication of LDP draft 
Plan Strategy (dPS) – 

Consultation for 
Representations (Reps) 

Public Availability Display 
Public Consultation Meetings 

Notification letter to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR, Distribution 

December 2019 
December 2019 
 
28th November 2019 
 
December 2019 

LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) 
– Availability of Reps and 

Consultation for Counter Reps 
(Started 5th March, but was 
aborted on 20th March 2020 

due to Covid lockdown) 

Notification letter to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR 

Cancel Consultation Letter 
 

 
5th March 2020 
 
March 2020 
8th April 2020 
 

LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) 
– Re-Consultation for 

Representations (Reps) 

Notification letter to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR 

 
10th September 2020 
 
September 2020 
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LDP Stage Summary of Main Consultations 
Done 

Date of Consultation 
 

LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) 
– Availability of Reps and 

Consultation for Counter Reps 
 

Notification letter to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders  
Advert, Website, PR 

 
26th November 2020 
 
November 2020 
 

LDP Statement of Community 
Involvement (SCI) Revision 2 

No Consultation Appropriate 
DfI Approval 

Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

n/a 
30th November 2021 
December 2021 
 

LDP Timetable Revision 3 Letters to Key Consultees 
Letters to / from PAC 

DfI Approval 
Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

April - November 2021 
April - November 2021 
30th November 2021 
December 2021 
 

Proposed Changes (PCs) to 
LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) 

– Consultation for PC 
Comments 

 

Notification letter to all 
Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

 
2nd & 6th December 2021 
 
December 2021 

Submission of LDP dPS and 
associated documents 

Notification letter will be issued to 
all Consultation Bodies & other 

Stakeholders 
Advert, Website, PR, Notification 

May 2022 
 
 
May 2022 
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Initial Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – July 2016 
 

The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, Regulation 5 

 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Consultation 

5.(1) Before preparing a statement of community involvement, a council must also consider whether it is 

appropriate to invite representations from persons who have an interest in development in its area. 

(2) If a council decides that it is appropriate to invite representations under paragraph (1), it must make such 

arrangements for the purposes of inviting representations from such persons of the descriptions in paragraph (1) 

as it thinks appropriate. 

(3) In preparing the statement of community involvement, the council must take into account any 

representations made to it in response to invitations under paragraph (1) or (2). 
 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council decided that it would be appropriate to invite 

representations in preparing its first Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) for the Council’s Planning 

functions (both LDP and Development Management functions).  

 

In drafting the SCI, it was considered / discussed on several occasions during 2015 with the elected Members, on  

the Council’s Planning Committee and its Environment & Regeneration Committee. Following the Member 

agreement, the draft SCI was then made available for Public Consultation between 24th November 2015 and 

8th January 2016. The consultation period was advertised (see below) in the local newspapers in the week 

commencing 23rd November 2015 (the Derry Journal, the Londonderry Sentinel, the Ulster Herald, the Strabane 

Chronicle, the Tyrone Constitution and the Strabane Weekly News), as well as the Council website. Continuing 

press coverage was provided, with a 3rd December 2015 photo promotion featuring the Mayor and senior 

Planning Officers.  

 

Copies of the document and consultation forms were made available at the Planning Office in Orchard House, at 

the Council Offices at Strand Road and Derry Road, Strabane and at the local leisure centres throughout the 

District (Foyle Arena, Templemore Sports Complex, Brooke Park Leisure Centre, Derg Valley Leisure Centre, 

Riversdale Leisure Centre and Melvin Sports Complex).  

 

The public were able to submit their consultation responses via the LDP page of the Council’s website, on 

Facebook and Twitter and via email.  

 

The Council’s Marketing and Communications team assisted with the electronic distribution of the draft SCI to 

approximately 350 e-mail addresses on the Council’s approved consultation list. Strategic Planning Division of 

DOE were also emailed a copy of the document and asked for initial comments. Members of the Planning 

Committee were reminded in January 2016 of the ongoing consultation and to send any response before the 

closing date. General feedback from Members and officers on Planning issues - both urban and rural, was also 

taken on board. 

 

Seven responses were received and those comments were taken into account in the preparation of the Council’s 

first SCI in 2016. In summary, the representations sought the use of ‘plain English’, minimising un-necessary 

jargon, support for public engagement and equality for all throughout all of the District. 
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When the SCI was prepared, it was approved by the Council’s Planning Committee on 2nd March 2016 and was 

duly approved by the full Council on 4th April 2016. DOE Planning was consulted and provided feedback in 

January and May 2016, and then in accordance with Regulation 6, DfI Planning’s (DOE name had changed) 

agreement was received on 14th June 2016 – see agreement letter at DS-600a. 

 

The SCI was duly published and, in accordance with Regulation 7, it was made available for inspection at the 

Council’s principal offices during normal office hours, advertisements were placed in the local newspapers (w/c 

4th & 11th July 2016) and the SCI was published on the Council’s website, together with PR (including Planner 

magazine & online).  

Full details of this publicity is included at DS-600b. 

 

 

 

 

Draft SCI Newspaper Notice 

Consultation on draft Statement of Community Involvement Planning 

In accordance with Regulation 5 of the Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (Northern 

Ireland) 2015, Derry City and Strabane District Council is inviting representations from persons who have an 

interest in development in the Derry City and Strabane District. 

 

The purpose of the Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) is to outline how Derry City and 

Strabane District Council proposes to engage with its citizens and stakeholders in exercising its planning 

functions. It sets out the procedures for involving the community in the production of the Local Development 

Plan 2015 - 2030 for the Derry City and Strabane District District, in the consideration of planning applications 

and in other Planning functions. 

 

The draft SCI consultation document can be viewed at www.derrystrabane.com/sci If you wish to make a 

representation to the draft SCI consultation you should do so in writing or via e-mail before 5pm on Friday, 8th 

January 2016. 

 

Representation can be made to the address below: 

Derry/ Strabane Planning Office, Orchard House, 

40 Foyle Street, Derry 

BT48 6AT 

 

or via email at planning@derrystrabane.com 

 

You can also respond to this Council consultation via Twitter @dcsdcouncil or via Facebook: Derry City & 

Strabane District Council 
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Initial LDP Timetable – July 2016 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 2 Timetable 

 

Preparation of the Timetable 

5.  The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals commission and such of 

the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 

 

 
In accordance with the above Regulation 5, the Council consulted the PAC and the following Consultation Bodies 

that the Council considered to be appropriate. The sample consultation letter is included below. 

 

Consultees on LDP Timetable – 25th May 2016 

1. Transport NI – Darren Campbell Darren.Campbell@drdni.gov.uk 
2. HED Built Heritage - Rhonda.Robinson@doeni.gov.uk 
3. NIEA Natural Environment Division - Hempsey, Claire - Claire.Hempsey@daera-ni.gov.uk 
4. Marine Division – Catherine Fisher catherine.fisher@doeni.gov.uk 
5. Rivers Agency – Neil Jenkinson Neil.Jenkinson@dardni.gov.uk 
6. Minerals and Petroleum Branch – Yvonne Curran - Yvonne.Curran@detini.gov.uk 
7. NI Housing Executive – Stephen Semple – Stephen.semple@nihe.gov.uk 
8. Fermanagh and Omagh DC – Hilda Clements hilda.clements@fermanaghomagh.com 

9. Causeway Coast & Glens BC – Sharon Mulhern sharon.mulhern@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk 

10. Mid Ulster DC - Sinead McEvoy - Sinead.mcevoy@midulstercouncil.org 

11. Donegal County Council – Eunan Quinn eunan.quinn@donegalcoco.ie 

12. CoDA Email: info@cityofderryairport.com 

 

13. PAC – Elaine.Kingham@pacni.gov.uk 

14. DfI Strategic Planning – Suzanne.Bagnall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  - 6th June 2016 

 

Following the above consultation, four responses were received including the agreement from PAC on 31st May 

2016 and subsequently the agreement of DfI on 21st June 2016 (Reg 7). The latter two approval letters are 

included in DS-600a. 

In accordance with Regulation 8, the final LDP Timetable document was issued to the above consultees, made 

available for inspection during normal office hours at the Council’s principal offices, it was locally advertised, PR 

was done in the press and social media and the Timetable was published on the Council’s website, together with 

PR (including Planner magazine & online); see DS-600b for details.  

 

  

mailto:Darren.Campbell@drdni.gov.uk
mailto:Rhonda.Robinson@doeni.gov.uk
mailto:Claire.Hempsey@daera-ni.gov.uk
mailto:catherine.fisher@doeni.gov.uk
mailto:Neil.Jenkinson@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:Yvonne.Curran@detini.gov.uk
mailto:Stephen.semple@nihe.gov.uk
mailto:hilda.clements@fermanaghomagh.com
mailto:sharon.mulhern@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk
mailto:Sinead.mcevoy@midulstercouncil.org
mailto:eunan.quinn@donegalcoco.ie
mailto:info@cityofderryairport.com
mailto:Elaine.Kingham@pacni.gov.uk
mailto:Suzanne.Bagnall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
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Sample Consultation Letter issued to Key Consultation Bodies 

 

 

 



10 

 

 

In advance of the LDP Preferred Options Paper (POP) – 2016 & 2017 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 3, Regulation 9 

Preparation of the preferred options paper 

9. (1) Before a council complies with regulation 11, it must, for the purpose of generating alternative strategies 

and options, engage the consultation bodies. 

(2) In preparing the preferred options paper the council must take into account any representation received from 

the consultation bodies. 

 

In accordance with Regulation 9, the Council undertook an extensive programme of engagement with the 

stipulated ‘consultation bodies’, and then took into account any representations received. Specifically, there 

was engagement with: 

a) The NI Government Departments 
b) The adjoining councils, namely Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Causeway Coast & Glens Borough 

Council, Mid Ulster District Council and also Donegal County Council 
c) NI Water 
d) NI Housing Executive 
e) The Civil Aviation Authority 
f) Electronic Communications Code firms 
g) Electricity Licence holders 
h) Gas Licence holders 

Firstly, a general engagement / consultation letter was issued to all of the identified consultation bodies, at the 

end of November and into December 2016. The following typical letter was issued, and then chased-up in 

January / February 2017, to all on the MASTER CONSULTEE Contact List, POP Stage - see below. 

The responses from the government departments and also from the adjoining councils, are summarised in the 

tables below. 

Then in Spring 2017, the Council hosted a series of focussed Engagement Meetings / Events, in order to ensure 

meaningful input and discussion on the issues and options for the POP. These involved: 

1)  a meeting of senior LDP Planning officers from the 5 adjoining Councils on 1st March 2017 - see invite 

letter and agenda below 

2) a key consultee event on 9th March 2017 – see invite, agenda and minute / attendees below (all of 

whom are consultation bodies). Key consultation bodies were issued with a follow-up topic paper and Draft POP 

chapter, for comment / agreement prior to finalising, in late March / early April 2017 

3)  there was also a major Stakeholder event held on 4th April 2017, including several consultation bodies – 

see invite and agenda below 

4) an event for Planning Agents was held on 21st March 2017, followed up with letters to a database of 

Agents on 27th March. 

5) there had also been 10 topic-based Discussion Workshops with the Elected Members during 2016, plus 

a Member Workshop on 13th April 2017 (before Planning Committee discussion / approval on 26th April and Full 

Council on 8th May 2017). 
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Details of POP Engagement Letters  

Pre-POP Consultation Bodies, Letter & Chase, 2016 
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LDP POP-stage, 2017 Master Consultee List (Double-click on electronic version to view full list) 
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Pre-POP CBs - Govt Depts, Letter-Responses 
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Pre-POP CBs - Adjoining Councils, Letter Responses 
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Details of POP Engagement Meetings  

5-Councils LDP POP Meeting 01 03 17 – Agenda 
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CC&G Council - Sample Invite, LDP POP Meeting, 01 03 17 
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Pre-POP Consultee Event 09 03 2017 – Agenda 
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Pre-POP Consultee Event 09 03 2017 – Invite 
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Pre-POP Consultee Event 09 03 17 - Minute-Attendees 
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LDP POP Stakeholder Event 04 04 17-Agenda 
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LDP POP Stakeholder Event 04 04 17-Invite 
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LDP POP Stakeholder List, Event 04 04 17 
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Following the Publication of the LDP Preferred Options Paper (POP) – May-June 2017 

 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 3, Regulation 9 

Availability of the preferred options paper 

10.  Before a council prepares a development plan document it must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection during normal office hours at the places referred to in 

paragraph (b)— 

(i)a copy of the preferred options paper, 

(ii)such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to that paper, 

(iii)a document containing a statement indicating the period specified by the council under regulation 11(2) as 

the period within which representations on the preferred options paper may be made, 

(iv)notice of the address to which representations are to be sent. 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places within the council district as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)send to the consultation bodies the information set out at paragraph (a); 

(d)give notice by local advertisement of the following— 

(i)the title of the local development plan, 

(ii)a statement of the fact that the preferred options paper is available for inspection and the places and times at 

which it can be inspected, 

(iii)a brief description of the content and purpose of the preferred options paper, and 

(iv)details of how further information on the preferred options paper may be obtained; and 

(e)publish on its website— 

(i)the preferred options paper, 

(ii)such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the preferred options paper, and 

(iii)the document mentioned in paragraph (a)(iii) and notice mentioned in paragraph (a)(iv). 
 

Public consultation on the preferred options paper 

11. 1) Any person may make representations about a council’s preferred options paper. 

(2) Any such representations must be— 

(a)made within a period which the council specifies, and 

(b)sent to the address specified pursuant to regulation 10(a)(iv). 

(3) The period referred to in paragraph (2)(a) must be a period of not less than 8 weeks or more than 12 weeks 

starting on the day on which the council complies with regulation 10(a). 

(4) A council must take account of any representations made in accordance with paragraph (2) before it 

prepares a development plan document.  
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Public Availability of LDP POP and Supporting Documents at the Council’s Principal offices, June 2017 
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Regulation 10 Statement 
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LDP POP E-Zine Notification sent to Master Consultee List, including Consultation Bodies, 1st June 2017 
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The ‘Download the Plan’ link leads to the Council’s Website, that includes all the information about the POP 

consultation (though this is now updated with the POP Reps Reports, since November 2017) 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

   …continued 
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continued… 
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LDP POP-stage, 2017 Master Consultee List (Double-click on electronic version to view full list) 

 

For details of POP Public Notices and Website, see document DS-600b. A series of public Consultation 

meetings was held across the District during June 2017, jointly with the Strategic Growth Plan – see document 

DS-602d (SCI Compliance) for details.  
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Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – Revision 1, May 2018 
 

The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, Regulation 5 
 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Consultation 

5.(1) Before preparing a statement of community involvement, a council must also consider whether it is 

appropriate to invite representations from persons who have an interest in development in its area. 

(2) If a council decides that it is appropriate to invite representations under paragraph (1), it must make such 

arrangements for the purposes of inviting representations from such persons of the descriptions in paragraph (1) 

as it thinks appropriate. 

(3) In preparing the statement of community involvement, the council must take into account any 

representations made to it in response to invitations under paragraph (1) or (2). 
 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council decided that it would not be required, or appropriate to 

invite representations before preparing its Revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). The original SCI 

had been subject to significant public consultation, but it yielded very limited useful comment or input so it was 

considered to be un-necessary at this Revision stage. 

 

When this Revision 1 of the SCI was prepared, it was approved by the Council’s Planning Committee on 7th 

March 2018 and was duly approved by the full Council on 29th March 2018. DfI was consulted in accordance 

with Regulation 6 and its agreement was received on 24th May 2018 – see agreement letter at DS-600a. 

 

The SCI was then published and, in accordance with Regulation 7, it was made available for inspection at the 

Council’s principal offices during normal office hours, advertisements were placed in the local newspapers (w/c 

25th June & 2nd July 2018) and the SCI was published on the Council’s website.  

Full details of this publicity is included at DS-600b. 
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LDP Timetable – Revision 1, May 2018 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 2 Timetable 

 

Preparation of the Timetable 

5.  The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals commission and such of 

the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 

 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council consulted the PAC but decided that it was not appropriate 

to formally consult with the key consultees or other Consultation Bodies. As the Council explained in the Revised 

Timetable document (para 1.2) this Revision was considered to be necessary -  in the light of experiences of the 

POP preparation and its subsequent consultation, as well as the greater knowledge of the processes and 

practicalities of LDP preparation. As such, this Revised Timetable was considered to be more of a ‘statement of 

fact’ rather than something that could be usefully ‘consulted upon’ or opinions sought. The Council was still 

determined to proceed with the key stages of LDP preparation, in the most expeditious manner, by its best-

endeavours but recognising that this was a new plan-making system and there were many aspects beyond the 

control of the Council. Additionally, the informal feedback from the bodies previously consulted - with whom 

the Council was working closely, was that they would have little that they could usefully contribute to any 

consultation exercise at that stage, as long as they were kept notified of the Revised Timetable.  

 

Therefore, the consultation at this stage was limited to the statutorily-required Planning Appeals Commission 

and DfI Strategic Planning: the agreement from PAC on 18th April 2018 and subsequently the agreement of DfI 

on 24th May 2018 (Reg. 7). These two approval letters are included in document DS-600a. 

 

In accordance with Regulation 8, the final LDP Timetable – Revision 1 document was issued to the key 

consultees, made available for inspection during normal office hours at the Council’s principal offices, it was 

locally advertised, PR was done in the press and social media and the Timetable was published on the Council’s 

website; see DS-600b for details.  
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LDP Timetable – Revision 2, July 2019 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 2 Timetable 

 

Preparation of the Timetable 

5.  The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals commission and such of 

the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 

 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council consulted the PAC and the following Consultation Bodies 

that the Council considered to be appropriate. The sample consultation letter is included below. 

 

Consultees on LDP Timetable – 24th April 2019 

1. DfI Roads – David McKinley - David.McKinley@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  Darren Campbell, Gordon 
McKenzie. TPMU-Stephen Wood – Stephen.Wood@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  

2. DfC HED Built Heritage – Liam McQuillan - Liam.McQuillan@communities-ni.gov.uk  
Dermot Madden – Dermot.Madden@communities-ni.gov.uk> 

3. DAERA - NIEA Natural Environment Division - Hempsey, Claire - Claire.Hempsey@daera-ni.gov.uk  
Colin Armstrong – Colin.Armstrong@daera-ni.gov.uk 

4. Rivers Agency – Neil Jenkinson Neil.Jenkinson@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  
5. Minerals and Petroleum Branch – Yvonne Curran - Yvonne.Curran@economy-ni.gov.uk  
6. NI Housing Executive – Fiona McGrath, Catherine Blease – Catherine.Blease@nihe.gov.uk 
7. Education Authority – Sinead McCartan – Sinead.McCartan@eani.org.uk 
8. Loughs Agency - Declan Lawlor - Declan.Lawlor@loughs-agency.org 
9. NW Development Office – Paul McNaught - Paul.mcnaught@communities-ni.gov.uk 
10. NI Water – Marie McCartney - Marie.McCartney@niwater.com 
11. Fermanagh and Omagh DC – Hilda Clements hilda.clements@fermanaghomagh.com 

12. Causeway Coast & Glens BC – Sharon Mulhern sharon.mulhern@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk 

13. Mid Ulster DC - Sinead McEvoy - Sinead.mcevoy@midulstercouncil.org 

14. Donegal County Council – Eunan Quinn eunan.quinn@donegalcoco.ie 

15. CoDA Email: info@cityofderryairport.com 

 

16. PAC – Elaine.Kingham@pacni.gov.uk – 16th April & 3rd May 2019 

17. DfI Strategic Planning – Suzanne.Bagnall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  - 16th April & 5th July 2016 

 

 

Following the above consultation, three responses were received, plus the agreement from PAC on 3rd May 

2019 and subsequently the agreement of DfI on 9th July 2019 (Reg 7). The latter two approval letters are 

included in DS-600a. 

In accordance with Regulation 8, the final LDP Timetable document was issued to the above consultees, 

made available for inspection during normal office hours at the Council’s principal offices, it was locally 

advertised, PR was done in the press and social media and the Timetable was published on the Council’s 

website; see DS-600b for details.  

 

  

mailto:David.McKinley@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
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mailto:Neil.Jenkinson@dardni.gov.uk
mailto:Yvonne.Curran@economy-ni.gov.uk
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mailto:Sinead.McCartan@eani.org.uk
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mailto:Marie.McCartney@niwater.com
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mailto:eunan.quinn@donegalcoco.ie
mailto:info@cityofderryairport.com
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mailto:Suzanne.Bagnall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk


41 

 

 

Sample Consultation Letter, April 2019 
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On publication of LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Consultation for  

Representations (Reps), December 2019 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 5, Regulation 15 & 16 

Availability of a development plan document 

15.  Before submitting a development plan document to the Department under section 10 the council must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection during normal office hours at the places referred to in 

paragraph (b)— 

(i)a copy of the development plan document, 

(ii)a copy of the sustainability appraisal report under section 8(6)(b) or 9(7)(b), as the case may be, 

(iii)such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the preparation of the local 

development plan, 

(iv)a document containing a statement indicating the period within which representations on the development 

plan document may be made, and 

(v)notice of the address to which representations can be sent; 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places within the council district as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)send to the consultation bodies a copy of the documents set out in paragraph (a); 

(d)give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the following— 

(i)the title of the development plan document, and 

(ii)a statement of the fact that the development plan document is available for inspection and the places and 

times at which it can be inspected; and 

(e)publish on its website— 

(i)the development plan document, 

(ii)such of the supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant, and 

(iii)the notice mentioned in paragraph (a)(iv). 

 

Public consultation on a development plan document 

16. (1) Any person may make representations about a development plan document. 

(2) Any such representations must be— 

(a)made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with regulation 15(d), and 

(b)sent to the address specified pursuant to regulation 15(a)(v). 
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In accordance with the requirements of the above Regulations, a formal Launch event was held for the draft 

Plan Strategy (dPS), publicity was done (press release and social media) and a series of public Consultation 

meetings was held across the District during December 2019 – see document DS-602d (SCI Compliance) for 

details. The dPS and all supporting documents were made available at the Council’s principal offices (see photos 

below) and at other public buildings. The consultation arrangements were clearly set out in all documents and 

events (see Regulation 15 Statement below). For details of dPS Public Notices and Website, see document DS-

600b.  

A Notification Database was assembled, with 553 bodies and individuals, who were categorised into 

‘Consultation Bodies’, those who had ‘Submitted POP Reps’ in 2017 and ‘Other Stakeholders’ who were involved 

with the earlier stages of the LDP, attended Stakeholder workshops or who otherwise asked to be kept 

informed. These bodies / persons were each issued the relevant notification / consultation letter on 28th 

November 2019 (see the sample letters below). (A further letter was issued to the Section 75 Groups, through 

the database of the Council’s Equality Officer; details are in DS-602d.) 
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Public Availability of LDP dPS and Supporting Documents at the Council’s Principal offices, December 2019 
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Regulation 15 Statement, Dec 2019 
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Sample Consultation Letters, Consultation Bodies, November 2019  
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Sample Consultation Letters, POP Rep People, November 2019  

  



50 

 

 

 

 



51 

 

 

LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Availability of Reps and Consultation for Counter Reps, 

March 2020 (Started 5th March, but was aborted on 20th March 2020 due to Covid lockdown) 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 5, Regulations 17-19 

Availability of representations on a development plan document 

17.(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after the expiry of the period referred to in regulation 16(2)(a) the 

council must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection at the places referred to in paragraph (b)— 

(i)a copy of the representations, 

(ii)a document containing statement indicating the time within which counter representations may be made, and 

(iii)notice of the address to which counter representations can be sent; 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, 

(ii)such other places within the district of the council as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)publish the representations on its website; 

(d)give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the fact that representations are available 

for inspection and the places and times at which they can be inspected; 

(e)notify the consultation bodies of the fact that representations are available for inspection and the places and 

times at which they can be inspected; and 

(f)notify any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in accordance with regulation 16(2) 

of those matters. 

(2) A council need not comply with paragraph (1) if representation is made after the period specified in reg. 16. 

 

Public consultation on site specific policy representations 

18.—(1) Any person may make representations about a site specific policy representation (in regulations 17, 

19 and this regulation referred to as “counter representations”). 

(2) Counter representations must be— 

(a)made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with regulation 17(1)(a), and 

(b)sent to the address specified in regulation 17(1)(a)(iii). 

(3) Counter representations must not propose any changes to the development plan document. 
 

Availability of representations on site specific policy representations 

19.—(1) As soon as reasonably practicable after expiry of period referred in regulation 18(2)(a) council must— 

(a)make a copy of the counter representations available for inspection during normal office hours at— 

(i)its principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places within the district of the council as the council considers appropriate; and 

(b)publish this information on its website. 

(2) The council need not comply with paragraph (1) if the counter representation is made after the period 

specified in regulation 18(2)(a). 
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Public Availability of LDP Representations at the Council’s Principal offices, March 2020 
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Regulation 17 Statement, Reps to C-Reps, March 2020 
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Reps to C-Reps, Letter to Consultees, issued to all Consultation Bodies & Reps Submitted, on 5th March 2020 
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Reps to C-Reps, Cancel-Covid Letter, issued to all Consultation Bodies, Reps Submitted & Other Stakeholders, 

on 8th April 2020 
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LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Re-Consultation for Representations (Reps), Sept. 2020 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 5, Regulation 15 & 16 

Availability of a development plan document 

15.  Before submitting a development plan document to the Department under section 10 the council must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection during normal office hours at the places referred to in 

paragraph (b)— 

(i)a copy of the development plan document, 

(ii)a copy of the sustainability appraisal report under section 8(6)(b) or 9(7)(b), as the case may be, 

(iii)such supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the preparation of the local 

development plan, 

(iv)a document containing a statement indicating the period within which representations on the development 

plan document may be made, and 

(v)notice of the address to which representations can be sent; 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places within the council district as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)send to the consultation bodies a copy of the documents set out in paragraph (a); 

(d)give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the following— 

(i)the title of the development plan document, and 

(ii)a statement of the fact that the development plan document is available for inspection and the places and 

times at which it can be inspected; and 

(e)publish on its website— 

(i)the development plan document, 

(ii)such of the supporting documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant, and 

(iii)the notice mentioned in paragraph (a)(iv). 

 

Public consultation on a development plan document 

16. (1) Any person may make representations about a development plan document. 

(2) Any such representations must be— 

(a)made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with regulation 15(d), and 

(b)sent to the address specified pursuant to regulation 15(a)(v). 
 

A decision was made to carry out a Re-Consultation of the LDP dPS and inviting Representations (due to the 

identification of a procedural error in the alignment of the consultation period and the advertisement period 

during the original consultation in December 2019). The arrangements for the Re-Consultation, between 11th 

September and 6th November 2020, were fully in accordance with the requirements of the above Regulations. 

As explained in the Regulation 15 Statement below, the dPS documents were all made available for inspection 

(or by alternative arrangements) at the Council’s principal offices and in other public buildings - in a Covid-

compliant and safe manner. For details of dPS Public Notices and Website, see document DS-600b.  
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As for the original dPS launch, the LDP Notification Database was utilised, with the 553 bodies and individuals, 

who were categorised into ‘Consultation Bodies’, those who had ‘Submitted POP Reps’ in 2017 and ‘Other 

Stakeholders’ who were involved with the earlier stages of the LDP, attended Stakeholder workshops or who 

otherwise asked to be kept informed. These bodies / persons were each issued the relevant notification / 

consultation letter on 10th September 2020 (see the sample letters below). (A further letter was again issued to 

the Section 75 Groups, through the database of the Council’s Equality Officer; details are in DS-602d.) 
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Regulation 15 Statement, September 2020 
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Sample Consultation Letter, Consultation Bodies, September 2020 
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Sample Consultation Letter, POP Rep People, September 2020 
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LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Availability of Reps and  

Consultation for Counter Reps, November 2020 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 5, Regulations 17-19 

Availability of representations on a development plan document 

17. (1) As soon as reasonably practicable after the expiry of the period referred to in regulation 16(2)(a) the 

council must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection at the places referred to in paragraph (b)— 

(i)a copy of the representations, 

(ii)a document containing statement indicating the time within which counter representations may be made, and 

(iii)notice of the address to which counter representations can be sent; 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, 

(ii)such other places within the district of the council as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)publish the representations on its website; 

(d)give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the fact that representations are available 

for inspection and the places and times at which they can be inspected; 

(e)notify the consultation bodies of the fact that representations are available for inspection and the places and 

times at which they can be inspected; and 

(f)notify any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in accordance with regulation 16(2) 

of those matters. 

(2) A council need not comply with paragraph (1) if representation is made after the period specified in reg. 16. 

 

Public consultation on site specific policy representations 

18.—(1) Any person may make representations about a site specific policy representation (in regulations 17, 

19 and this regulation referred to as “counter representations”). 

(2) Counter representations must be— 

(a)made within a period of 8 weeks starting on the day the council complies with regulation 17(1)(a), and 

(b)sent to the address specified in regulation 17(1)(a)(iii). 

(3) Counter representations must not propose any changes to the development plan document. 
 

Availability of representations on site specific policy representations 

19. (1) As soon as reasonably practicable after expiry of period referred to in regulation 18(2)(a) council must— 

(a)make a copy of the counter representations available for inspection during normal office hours at— 

(i)its principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places within the district of the council as the council considers appropriate; and 

(b)publish this information on its website. 

(2) The council need not comply with paragraph (1) if the counter representation is made after the period 

specified in regulation 18(2)(a). 
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Regulation 17 Statement, November 2020 
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Reps to C-Reps, Letter to Consultees, issued to all Consultation Bodies & Reps Submitted, on 26th Nov 2020 
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Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) – Revision 2, December 2021 
 

The Planning (Statement of Community Involvement) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, Regulation 5 

 

Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) Consultation 

5.(1) Before preparing a statement of community involvement, a council must also consider whether it is 

appropriate to invite representations from persons who have an interest in development in its area. 

(2) If a council decides that it is appropriate to invite representations under paragraph (1), it must make such 

arrangements for the purposes of inviting representations from such persons of the descriptions in paragraph (1) 

as it thinks appropriate. 

(3) In preparing the statement of community involvement, the council must take into account any 

representations made to it in response to invitations under paragraph (1) or (2). 

 
 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council decided that it would not be required, or appropriate to 

invite representations before preparing its Revised Statement of Community Involvement (SCI). The experiences 

of consultation at the previous two versions, and the limited nature of the Revisions, meant that the Council did 

not consider it appropriate to undertake further consultations at this Revision 2 stage. 

 

When the Revision 2 of the SCI was prepared, it was approved by the Council’s Planning Committee on 21st 

September 2021 and was duly approved by the full Council on 30th September 2021. DfI was consulted in 

accordance with Regulation 6 and its agreement was received on 30th November 2021 – see agreement letter at 

DS-600a. 

 

The SCI was duly published and, in accordance with Regulation 7, it was made available for inspection at the 

Council’s principal offices during normal office hours, advertisements were placed in the local newspapers (w/c 

6th & 13th December 2021) and the SCI was published on the Council’s website.  

Full details of this publicity is included at DS-600b. 
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LDP Timetable – Revision 3, December 2021 
 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 2 Timetable 

 

Preparation of the Timetable 

5.  The council must, in the preparation of the timetable, consult the planning appeals commission and such of 

the consultation bodies as the council considers appropriate. 

 

In accordance with the above Regulation, the Council consulted the PAC and the following Consultation Bodies 

that the Council considered to be appropriate. The sample consultation letters are included below. 

 

Consultees on LDP Timetable – 28th April 2021, Update on 9th July and Notification on 2nd December 2021. 

 
Key Consultees 

1. DfI Transport (TPMU) – Stephen Wood, TPMU Stephen.Wood@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk AND 
Anthony.Rafferty@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 

2. DfI Roads- McKenzie, Gordon ; Gordon.McKenzie@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk AND Gordon Noble ; 
Gordon.Noble@Infrastucture-ni.gov.uk  

3. DfC HED Built Heritage - Liam.McQuillan@communities-ni.gov.uk  AND Naoimh.Quinn@communities-
ni.gov.uk 

4. DAERA - DevelopmentPlanTeam@daera-ni.gov.uk , Donna.Whelan@daera-ni.gov.uk 
5. NIEA Natural Environment Division – Michelle.Hull@daera-ni.gov.uk (Planning Response Team - 

Environment, Marine & Fisheries Group) 

6. DfI Rivers– Walter Morhall- walter.morhall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk 

7. Minerals and Petroleum Branch – Yvonne Curran Yvonne.Curran@economy-ni.gov.uk AND 
minerals@economy-ni.gov.uk 

8. Invest NI – Graham Cardwell- graham.cardwell@investni.com 
9. NI Water – Marie McCartney- Marie.McCartney@niwater.com  Steve Blockwell - 

Steve.Blockwell@niwater.com 
10. NI Housing Executive – Louise Clarke; louise.clarke@nihe.gov.uk 

Catherine Blease and Ruairi Devine- catherine.blease@nihe.gov.uk 
Ruairi.devine@nihe.gov.uk  

11. Internal – Env Health – Paul McSwiggan - Paul.McSwiggan@derrystrabane.com 

 

12. Fermanagh and Omagh DC – Hilda Clements and then Paul McDermott – Hilda Clements 

hilda.clements@fermanaghomagh.com     Paul.McDermott@fermanaghomagh.com 

13. Causeway Coast & Glens BC – Sharon Mulhern sharon.mulhern@causewaycoastandglens.gov.uk 

14. Mid Ulster DC - Sinead McEvoy - Sinead.mcevoy@midulstercouncil.org and then Roisin.McAllister - 

Roisin.McAllister@midulstercouncil.org 

15. Donegal County Council – Eunan Quinn eunan.quinn@donegalcoco.ie 

 

16. PAC – Elaine.Kingham@pacni.gov.uk – 28th April, 9th July, 2nd September & 12th November 2021 

17. DfI Strategic Planning – Suzanne.Bagnall@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk  - 28th April, 9th July, 2nd September, 

12th November & 29th November 2021 

 

 

mailto:Stephen.Wood@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
mailto:Anthony.Rafferty@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
mailto:Gordon.McKenzie@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk
mailto:Gordon.Noble@Infrastucture-ni.gov.uk
mailto:Liam.McQuillan@communities-ni.gov.uk
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mailto:DevelopmentPlanTeam@daera-ni.gov.uk
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Following the above consultation, no objections were received; the agreement was secured from PAC on 

26th November 2021 and subsequently the agreement of DfI on 30th November 2021 (Reg 7). The latter two 

approval letters are included in DS-600a. 

In accordance with Regulation 8, the final LDP Timetable document was issued to the above consultees, 

made available for inspection during normal office hours at the Council’s principal offices, it was locally 

advertised, PR was done in the press and social media and the Timetable was published on the Council’s 

website; see DS-600b for details.  
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Sample PC & Timetable-R3 Consultation Letter, April 2021 
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Sample PC & Timetable-R3 Consultation Letter, July 2021 
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Sample PC & Timetable-R3 Consultation Letter, December 2021 
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Proposed Changes (PCs) to LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) – Consultation for PC 

Comments, December 2021 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 PART 5 
Development Plan Practice Note 10: Submitting Development Plan Documents for Independent Examination 
(DPPD 10 - DfI – December 2019) 
 
The Council is required to prepare the LDP, taking account of all Departmental Guidance, including DPPN 10 - 
which provides the key guidance to Councils on how a DPD progresses from the representation stage to 
submission to the Department. In particular, paragraphs 4.1 to 4.11 advise on how the Council can respond to the 
Representations it has received, as well as to any significant changed circumstances. This DPPN introduces a ‘non-
statutory administrative stage’ in the LDP-preparation process, whereby the Council can identify ‘Minor changes’ 
and ‘Focussed Changes’ that it believes should be brought forward, as an Addendum to the LDP dPS - all of which 
can be considered by the PAC at the Independent Examination. 
 
The DPPN guides the Council, saying that in order for the focussed changes to be considered at the IE, satisfactory 
consultation should take place; therefore, a Council should prepare, publish and consult upon the focussed 
changes. The addendum of focussed changes, together with an SA and other statutory assessments (as required), 
should be published for consultation for a period of 8 weeks which corresponds to the timeframe specified in 
Regulation 16.  
 
Derry City & Strabane District Council, in taking account of this Departmental Guidance, has published a Schedule 
of Proposed Changes, all of which has been advertised and consulted upon in accordance with the above guidance, 
similar to that done for the original dPS itself - under Regulation 16 / PART 5 of the Planning (LDP) Regulations 
(NI) 2015. 
 
Though this is a non-statutory administrative stage, arising from DPPN 10, the requirement to make available, 

advertise and consult – was considered to be similar to that specified for the earlier DPD stages; therefore, it 

was all undertaken in the normal manner.  
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dPS Proposed Changes Letter (& Timetable / SCI Revisions), issued to all Consultation Bodies, Reps Submitted 

& Other Stakeholders, on 2nd & 6th December 2021 
 

Sample PC & Timetable-R3 Consultation Letter, December 2021 

 



76 

 

 

Submission of LDP dPS and associated documents, April-May 2022 

The Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, PART 5, Regulation 21 

Availability of submission documents 

21.  As soon as reasonably practicable after a council submits a development plan document to the Department 

it must— 

(a)make the following documents available for inspection at the places referred to in paragraph (b) — 

(i)a copy of the development plan document, 

(ii)the documents specified in regulation 20(2), and 

(iii)such other documents as in the opinion of the council are relevant to the preparation of the development plan 

document; 

(b)the places referred to in paragraph (a) are— 

(i)the council’s principal offices, and 

(ii)such other places in the district of the council as the council considers appropriate; 

(c)notify the consultation bodies of the fact that the development plan document and the documents mentioned 

in paragraph (a) are available for inspection and the places and times at which they can be inspected; 

(d)notify any person who has made (and not withdrawn) a representation in accordance with regulation 16(2) 

or 18(2) of those matters; 

(e)give notice in the Belfast Gazette and by local advertisement of the fact that the development plan document 

has been submitted to the Department; and 

(f)publish the notice mentioned in paragraph (e) on its website. 
 

 

As soon as possible after the Council submits the LDP documents to DfI, it shall publish, make them available, 

notify and advertise – all as per the above-mentioned requirements. 

 




