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Consultation Arrangements

The LDP draft Plan Strategy (dPS) is a consultation document, to which representations can be made
during a formal consultation period fravionday 2¢ December 201¢ Monday 21 January 2020.
Representations received after tthige will not be considered.

The dPS document is available, together with the associated documeéritg;/atww.
derrystrabane.com/Subsites/LDP/LebavelopmeniPlan

Thesedocuments are also available to view, during normal opening hours, at:

A Council Offices, 98 Strand Road, Derry, BT48 7NN
A Council Offices, 47 Derry Road, Strabane, BT82 8DY
A Public Libraries and Council Leisure Centres throughout the District.

PublicMeetings and Wdkshops will be held throughothie DistrictduringDecember 2019 / January

2020 aSS GKS /2dzyOAt Qa 6So6aAiidS hiyRvwivAcOystiabahdNB a & | F
com/Subsites/LDP/LoeBevelopmentPlan

Thef 5t RN} Fd tfly {GNIGS3Ie Aa O2y&ARSNBR o0& GKS /
202S00GA2ya G2 YI 182 7\6 A& ySOSééI NE (2 amcslvzy adinN J
2N) gKe @2dz O2yaARSNI @2dz2NJ LINRLIR A&l (2 0SS WwWazdzyRQ
be considered at an Independent Examination (IE) conducted by the Planning Appeals Commission

(PAC) or other independent body that will be appoirtedhe Department for Infrastructure (Dfl).

The IE will determine whether the dPS satisfies statutory requirements and also consider the

Wa2dzy Ry Saa Q -agamnst th&Bocgdaral TeRd, Consistency Tests and the Coherence &
Effectiveness Tests.

BSF2NB adzoYAGGAYy3I I NBLNBaSyidl A2y @2dz F NB &0NP
Development Plan Practice Note (DPPN) 06H{&e®//www.planningni.gov.uk/index/advice/
practicenotes/commonnewpaged.htmd @ LG A& Ffaz2 NBO2YYSYRSR GKIFG
SyiAridf SR Wt NPOSRdAzINBA FT2NJ LYRSLISYRSY (G 9EFYAYylFGAZY
websitewww.pacni.gov.uk

Representations can also be submitted during the consultation period regarding the associated
appraisal documents, namely the draft Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating the Strategic
Environmental Assessment, SEA), the dtafiitats Regulations Assessment (HRA or AA), draft
Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) and draft Rural Needs Impact Assessment (RNIA).

Your comments may be submitted bynail to:LDP@DerryStrabane.cqreferably by using the

online questionnaire at the above website. Alternatively, you can write telémmning LDP Team, 98

Strand Road, Derry BT48 WIN o6t £ S+ aS y20S (KFdX dzyRSNJI CNBSR2Y 2
Transparency, all representationslwidrmally be made publicly available. Any requests otherwise

should be clearly stated and the request will be considered by the Council.)

The LDP draft Plan Strategy and supporting documents can be supplied in alternative formats; please
submit your requst and requirements to the above address. Our other contacts are: Telepb28e
71 253 25Fxt. 7014 Textphone 028 71 376 646.

The Closing Date for Representations is Monaty Jnuary 2020
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Overview

What is the purpose of the Local Development Plan?

The main purpose of the Local Development RI&®) is to inform the general public, statutory
developers and other interested parties of the policy framework and land use proposals that will
guide decisions on planning applications for development in Derry City & Strabane District Council
until 2032.

The Plan will aim to provide sufficient land to meet anticipated needs for housing, employment, and
services, all supported by adequate infrastructure, over the Plan period. It will also seek to ensure that

all new development is of high quality and leckin suitable placeswvhich themselves should be
SYKFyOSR o6& (KS RS@St2LISydo ! WadzaidloftS LI I OSQ
proposal can help meet economic and social needs without compromising the quality of the
environment. Thid & 2F3GSy NBFTSNNBR (G2 la WwWadzadlAylofS RSO
GYSSGAy3 GKS ySSRa 2F GKS LINBaSyd ¢AlGK2dzi O2 YLINE
GKSANI 246y ySSRat¢ o

In seeking to deliver sustainable development, the Plan wik $e implement the regional direction

set out in the Regional Development Strategy (RDS), Sustainable Development Strategy and other

central government initiatives.

What is Sustainability Appraisal?

A Sustainability Appraisal is being carried out alongside preparation of the Derry City and Strabane
District Council Local Development Plan. Local Planning Authorities use Sustainability Appraisal to
assess plans against a set of sustainability objectaxedoped in consultation with stakeholdefdis
assessment helps the Council to identify the relative environmental, social and economic
performance of possible strategic, policy and site options, and to evaluate which of these may be
more sustainableSustainability Appraisal is a statutory process incorporating the requirements of the
European Union Strategic Environmental Assessment Directive.

What is the purpose of this document?
The purpose of this Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report is to:

A Identify other policies, plans, programmes and Sustainability Objectives of relevének D@

A Collect baseline information about the environmental, social and economic conditions in our
Council area, and consider how these might change in the future.

A Identify sustainability issues and challenges which could affect or be addressed by

A Develop theSustainability Appraisal Framework, consisting of sustainability objectives and
appraisal prompts which willrim the basis for assessment of thePand

A Invite commenbn the scope and method of the Sustainability Appraisal.
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Sustainability Appraisal Objectives for Derry & Strabane District Council Local
Development Plan
The objectives for sustainable developmimtDerry City and Strabane District Cousralto

improvehealthandwellbeing.

strengthensociety
providegoodquality,sustainabléousing
enableaccesdo highqualityeducation

enale sustainableeconomicgrowth
managematerialassetssustainably

protect physicdresourcesandusesustainably
encoura@ activeandsustainabldravel

. improveair quality

10.reducecausesf andadaptto climatechange
11.protect, manageandusewater resourcessustainably
12. protect naturalresourcesandenhancebiodiversity
13.maintainandenhancdandscapeharacter

14. protect, conserveandenhancethe historicenvironmentand culturalheritage

©CoNoO~wNPE
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1.INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose of thiScoping Report

This SopingReport is the seconfdrmal output of theSustainablity Appraisa{SA)yprocesdor the

Derry City and Strabane District Coufio€@SDQ)o@l Development Plafi.DP)It updates and builds

on the Scoping Report prepared alongside the Preferred Options Paper (POP), published in May 2017.
It presensinformation abouthe topics being assessed under Sgstainability Apprais¢dA, which
incorporatesStrategic Environmmdal AssessmefBEA)The Scoping Report will be updated

throughoutthe Han preparation and will be included with@AReports published amart of the

consultation process for theDP

1.2 Derry City and Strabane District Coubedal DevelopmerRlan

ThecurrentLDPTimetable wagublished in July 201#8d sets out indicative timeframes for the key
stages in the production of the LDP. Section 3 of this relesdribes the approache are takindo
plan preparation in more detail and provides an oeswofour Council areaThe District Council
shares its boundary with neighbouring Courcauseway Coast and Glens Borough Council, Mid
Ulster District Counc¢iFermanagh and Omagh District Council and Donegal County Council.

1.3 Sustainable Development

TheNorthern Ireland @stainable Development Strateg? 9 @S NE 2 y S Qtatesthaf @2 f OGS RQ
adza G I A y | asdiivanibgintdrgRrieratiorial e§ity; to secure a quality of life for present and
future generations that is positive and rewardihg

Achgevingsustainable developmeiga requirement set out in Provisi@® of The Northern Ireland
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2008isrequires all Departmentnd Councilsin Northern Ireland
(NI, in exercising their functions, to act in the way tbegsider best calculated to contribute to the
achievement of isstainable development. In doing this they must have regard to any strategy or
guidance relating to sustainable development publishelidgpartments.

Within planning legislatioBection 5 ofThe Planning Act (Northern Irelar)11(as amendey
requires those who exercise any function in relation@&40 do so with the objective of furthering
sustainable development.

SAis the approach used fromote sustainable development witHibPdy evaluating the social,
environmental and economic effectsalf aspects of the DRthroughout its preparation

The Sustainable Development Strategy identifies 32 strategic objactihesfollowing Priority
Areas:

A Building a dynamic, innovativeoeomy that delivers the prosperity required to tackle
disadvantage andft communities out of poverty.

A Strengthening society so that it is more tolerant, inclusive and stable and permits positive
progressn quality of life for everyone.

A Driving sustaindb, longterm investment in key infrastructure to suppedonomic and social
development.

A Striking an appropriate balance between the responsible use and protection of natural resources
in support of a better quality of life dra better qualityenvironment.

A Ensuring reliable, affordable and sustainable energy provisibredncing our carbon footprint.

A Ensuring the existence of a policy environment which supports the overall advancement of
sustainable development in and beyond Government.

Ih2 NI KSNY LNBf I yR 9ESOdzi sutsinableiDevelopin¥nt SrddyWNe 2 Yy SQa Ly @2t SR
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1.4 Strategic Environmental Assessment

SEAs a systematic process for assessing potential effects of proposed plans or programmes to ensure

that significant environmental impacts are considered from the earliest opportunity and addressed in
decision making. Was introduced by the European Directive 2001/424Che Assessment of the

Hfectsof Gertain Plans and ®®grammes on ther@ironmen? 6 Wi KS {  MNIth&SENBS O A @3S Q0
SANBOGAOPSQAa NBIdZANBYSyida NB GF { SyofMadNand NR ( KN o
Programmes (EAPP) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2004. The EAPP (NI) Regulations set out more
detailed requirements for the process and content of the environmental assassf plans and
developmentAppendix Jof this reportrecords how thee regulations are being complied with.

1.5 Integrated Sustainability Appraisal

Section 25 of Ae Northern Ireland (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 2006 esgthiat all NI
Departments and @incils, in exercising their functions, act in the way they consa$chlculated
to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.

Section 5 of file Planning Act (Northern Ireland) 20%hd€ 2011 Ad® requires those who exercise

any function in relation ttDP<o do so with the objective of furthering sustable development. In
addition, Sections 8(6) and 9(7) of the 2011 Act requires an appraisal of sustainability to be carried
out for the Plan Strategy?Sand Local Policies PIdPP)respectively.

The approach in this report is informed by Developnitan Practice Note 04: Sustainability
Appraisal incorporating Strategic Environmental Asses$ns#iherefore refers to an integrated
approach which fully incorporat&EAand fulfils the requirements for bothAand SEA

1.6 Stages in Sustainabiliyppraisal

The key stages tiie SAare summarised beloandtheir locationin this report or accompanying
reports identified

Tablel.6.1: Stages of Sustainability Appraisal

Stage A (1)  Identify other relevant policies, plans, Appendix 4
Sustainability programmes and Sustainability Objectives.

Appraisal

Scoping Collect baseline information Sectionb
Report

Consult the Consultation Body on the scope @ Prior toPORconsulted

the Sustainability Appraisal Report. Department of Agriculture,
Environment and Rural Affairs
(DAERASEA Tearon 21/02/17
on SA Scoping Reptemplate
andresponse received 23/3/17

Formally onsultedDAERAN
SA Interimand Scoping Reports
on 22/06/2017 and response
received21/08/2017.

At draft PS statory consultees
re- consultedfrom 31/10/18 to
30/11/18 and DAERA

1 Department of the Environment (2015) Development Plan Practice Note 04: Sustainability Appraisal incorporating StrategenEaivi
Assessment
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Stage A (2)
Sustainability
Appraisal
Interim
Report

Stage B

Stage C

Stage D

Stage E

Stage F

Identify environmental issues and challenges

Develop the Sustainability Appraisal Framewc

Produce draft Scoping Report astdare with
stakeholders

Publication of Sustainability Appraisal Interim
Report, assessment of reasonable alternative!
against agreed Sustainability Appraisal
framework and undertaking pubbonsultation
along with the Preferred Options PagBOP)

Assessment of alternatives and any likely
significant effects on the draft plan against
Sustainability Appraisithmework, taking into
account the evidence base and where necess
proposing mitigation measured for alleviating
any adverse effects.

Sustainability Appraisal Report to document tt
appraisal process and findings.

Consultation with the public, environmental
authorities and any EU member state affectec
on the Sustainability Appraid@port and draft
plan

Sustainability Appraisal Statement to show ho
the Sustainability Appraisal and
opinions/consultations have been taken into
account, the reasons for choosing the plan as
adopted and the proposed measures to monit
the plan.

Monitoring: Establishing arrangements to
monitor the significant effects of the
implementation of the plan, to identify
unforeseen adverse effects and undertake
appropriate remedial action.

respondeddated26/11/18-
superseded bgecondresponse
dated 26/11/18 butsent
30/11/18.

Where possible
recommendationhiave been
incorporated.

Refer to Appendix 6.
Sectionb
Section6

Section2.3

Sustainability Appraisal Interim
Reportpublished with POR
May 2017

Sustainability Appraisal Interimm
Report published with POR
May 2017

SA Report

SA Report

SA Report

SA Report
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1.7 Other Assessments

1.7.1 Habitas Regulations Assessment

Habitats Regulations Assessm@tiRA)s a provision offhe Conservation (Natural Habitats, etc.)
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1995 (as amendEuR.regulations requirgssessment giossible
adverse effects othe integrity ofEuropean sites f@cialAreas of Conservatiaand Soecial

Protection Areasas a result of plans and polices in Ith#? thisis also carried out for Ramsar sites
(wetlands of international importance designated under the provisions of the Ramsar ConvAntion)
draft HRAhas beerpublished for consultation with the Dr&fSandan updated version will be
prepared for theDraftLPPA final HRAwill bepublished when each tifiese are adopted.

1.7.2 Rural Proofing

The Rural Needs Act (Northern Ireland) 2016, wdaahe in to forcd June 2017applies to NI

Government Departments and Council i 6§ Sa G KFd W! Lzt AO | dzli K2 NR (¢
NHzNF f ySSRa ¢KSYy RS@OStE2LIAY3IAT FTR2LIGAYIZT AYLE SYSy
authorities must report annugllon how they have implemented this requirement.

The approach to considering rural needs is céliled! proofingand DAERAas providedchdvice on
carrying it out ifPhinking Rural: The Essential Guide to Rural PrébflRgral proofing is the proaes

by which all major policies and strategies are assessed to determine whether they have a differential
impact on rural areas and, where appropriate, adjustments are made to take account of particular
rural circumstanced he Council has reported on rupabofing in their Rural Needs Impact

Assessment, which has been published alongside the draft PS.

The S/Scoping Report considers rural populations and how the LDP could affect them in the evidence
base for the community topic. Data on rural populaiovhere available, is also included under

other topics, for example health, education and infrastructure skistainabilityssues for théistrict

Council areinclude somehat arespecific to rural communities and the appraisal prompts include
guestbns about how a proposal will meet the needs of rural populations or potentially have a
disproportionate impact.

1.8 Scoping Report Structure

Section?2 of this reportdetailsthe proposed approach t8Awhile Section3 provides an overview of
plan preparationSectiord gives aroverview of the baseline information and eacpicis reported
on inSectionb with the context relevantbaselinenformation trends key issuesnd the implications
for the LDP Sectiong presents the Sustainability Framework and outlines the next steps $#the

1 DAERA 2015 hinking Rural: The Essential Guide to Rural Proofing
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2.0SUSTAINABILITY ARBRA THE APPROACH

2.1 Introduction

Thissectiondescribes th@verallapproach taken t&Athroughout theLDPprocess. Secti@¥ to 6
are the application of this approach for the Scoping Repo& fo{ 5LDR) a

2.2Principles
TheSAprocess is carried out under the following principles

Role

SAis a tool to aid plamakingwhich identifies potentiaffects of options, how thegaay be
mitigated andwith a view tainforming onthe most appropriate option. It does ndtowever, give a
WNR IKGQ | yag SN nmgkiRg meshang.i. G KS RSOA&AAZ2Y
Integrated

SAis an essential part of the plamaking procesdtisintegral to and cared out through the whole
of plan preparatiorand subsequent monitorindt helps to test the effects of options and infothe
selection of proposals. It will prde evidence of the decisianaking process and any changes
brought about to ensure sustainitity of theLDP

Shared Information
Where appropriatedata collected for other purposes suchL&¥Preparatory Papers @ommunity
Planning is utilised for evidence or for future monitoring.

Relevant
TheSAfocuses on context and data that is relevianthe plan. It will not detail issues that cannot be
addressed within the remit of theDP

Connected

TheLDPmay be influenced hyr have an impact gmeighbouring areas. €l5Aconsiders strategies

and plans beyonthe Council areawhere there is potential for significant positive egative effects.
Neighbouring @uncilswereinvited to comment on th&AScopindReportand SAlinterim Report

when these were published in May 2017 and will be invited to comment on the SA Resoatso
acknowledged that DCSDC has direct and indirect connectivity to the marine environment through its
location, watercourses and river systems.

Proportionate

TheSAaims toavoid duplicationTherefore, for example, international strategies aot included
where they have beegiven effect ira national or regional strategy. Where more detailed
information is available in another document the essentials are included here andraneik
addressorovided.

Up-to-date
TheSAReporswill be updited during plan preparation to ensure that current policies, plans and
programmesre reflectedand recent datas used

Future proof
Potential future changes within and beyond the life of the plan are considered to anticipate needs
and to try to maintan opportunities for long term sustainable development.

2.3Involving Others

Informal and formal consultation with stakeholders and the public is an essential Artaénsure
that the topics and issues have bdalty consideredThe first formal consultatiorequired on theSA
Scoping Repowvas with the Statutory Consultation Bode Northern Irelash Environment Agency
(NIEA) actas the lead for the Consultation Body and e@ssulted on the outline of the Skoping
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Report inFebruary 201and the published version dune 2017 and again in November 2@fithe
draft PSstage Where possible, experts with general and local knowledge of all topics have been
consulted to inform the LDBaseline Evidendeapers and Section Stautory consulteesvere

invited to comment orthe SA Reports published at POP stagkime2017andwere reconsulted
regarding updateto the SAScopingReportin November 2018

2 KSNB FLIINRLINAREFGSY GKS bL9! Qa 02YYSyida KIF@S 06SSy
updates to the SA Reports. A register of consultation responses is being maintained and has been
provided in Appendix 6 of this report.

Where possible, expertsitw general and local knowledge of all topics have been consulted to inform
the Baseline ¥idence papers and SectionSatutory consulteewere invited to comment othe SA
Reports published at POP stagdune2017 and were reonsulted ilNovember2018. A register of
consultation responses is being maintained and has been provided in Appendix 6 of this report.

DCSDC shares boundaries with Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council, Mid Ulster District
CouncilFermanagh and Omagh District Council andeBainCounty Council. These Councils will be
invited to comment on the draft PS and SA Reports.

The public was formally consulted on the SA Interim Rapdune 201,/together with the SA

Scoping Report, following the publication of the PQWaiypn 2017 There will also be public

consultation on the SA Reports which accompany the draft PS and draft LPP. Representations at
public consultation that are relevant to the SA will be reviewed. Where necessary, the SA Reports will
be revised in response to represations and to any changes to the PS or LPP.

2.4The EvidencBase

The evidence base is arranged according to a number of topicsragath topic a consistent
approach to reporting is followed@he approach is described in more detagéttiond and the
evidence base resentedin Sectiorb.

The evidence base was prepared using all available information sources. Every effort has been made
to ensure that the document refers to the most recent information availableever it is an
evolving doament andis reviewed and updated at each stage of appraisal.

2.5The SustainabiligppraisaFramework

The purpose of th&AFramework is to provide a means of ensuring thastiwal, environmental
and economimeeds of the areare considered in pfapreparation It enables the effects of plan
proposals to be described, analysed and compared. It also helps identify measures to minimise
negative effects and enhance positive effects.

TheSAFramework consists of Sustainability Objectives with prompithvare used to assess plan
proposals against the baseline. All stages ofplaking will be assessednggitheFrameworkwhich
may be updated as further information becomes availabie Sustainability Repottsaccompany
the PSwill include proposethdicators for monitoring any significant effects of delivery oLDBin
relation to the Sustainability Objectives.

2.6 Significant Effects

TheSAwill assess the significant effects of options both positive and negative. There is no single
definition of a significant effectherefore assessment is a matter of judgemieoin discussiomhat
takesaccount of the extent of the effect spatially and in time.

2.7 Assessmentlethod
The key stages are SA of:
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A options and reasonable alternatives for the POP;
A options and reasonable alternatives for the PS; and
A the LPP.

The proposed method for the appraisal of each part of the LDP follows.
2.8 Appraisal of reasonable alternativfes the draft Plan Strategy Stage

In thedraft PSpolicy optionsare presented a& strategic and operational level. In some cases, more
than one policy option has been asses&aaly reasonable alternatives were considefidte SA

Report accompanying the dréfSevaluates all policy options using the appraisal matrix shown below
in Table 2.1. The matrix includes:

A The plan topic and delivery options to be assessed

A A score indicating the nature of the efféor each optiorin the short, medium and long term
with an explanation of why the score was given

A A summary comparing the options and recommending the preferred approach together with any
mitigation recommended to address negative effects and measures where aptapri
enhance positive effects

Table2.8.1: OutlineSAMatrix

ISSUE

OPTIONS Option 1: Option 2: Option 3:

Sustainability Objective S‘ﬂMT LT Explanation [STMT|LT Explanation S'ﬂMT LT| Explanation

1. Sustainability
Objective

2. Sustainability
Objective

3. Sustainability
Objective, etc.

Summary and comparison of alternative options against the sustainability objectives.
Identification of the most sustainable option.

Identification of the preferred option.

Summary of what, if any, significaftects are envisaged with the preferred option.
Summary of mitigation measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and/or offset as fully as pos
any significant adverse effects of the preferred option.

Summary of possible measures to reduce negative etiectpromote positive effects.

I I I > >

>
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Table2.8.2: Scoesand definitions foSAMatrix

Rating Description
Significant Policy/ proposal would greatly help to achieve the objective
Positive vyl prop 9 y help )

+ | Minor Positive Policy/ proposal would slightly helpaohieve the objective

0 le\lf?:(t:;al /no Policy/ proposal would have no overall effect

- | Minor Negative | Policy/ proposal would slightly conflict with the objective

Significant . _ _ —
. Negative Policy/ proposal would greatly conflict with the objective
Uncertain The effect cannot be predicted because:

A the approach has an uncertain relationship to the objective; or

? A the relationship is dependent on the way in which the approach is
implemented; or

A insufficient information may be available to enableppraisal to be
made.

ST | Short Term Up to five years

MT | Medium Term Five to 15 years

LT | Long term Over 15 years

2.9Plan Strategy

The proposals in the draft PS will be reviewed and the Scoping Report and SA updated to reflect any
changes from the previous stage. A SA Scoping Report and a separate SA Report will be provided in
support of the consultation on the draft PS.

2.10LocalPolicies Plan

In advance of preparation of théPcriteria will be developed to help guide the appraisal of sites.
The proposals in thiePPRwill be appraised using tt&AFramework and 8AReport will be published
as part of the consultation dhesepapers.

2.11Cumulative Effects

Consideration will be given to any cumulative effects of proposals at each stage of plan preparation.
These will include potential cumulative effects within the plan and in combination with other relevant
plans and stratgies.A section on cumulative effects has been included in the SA Report to
accompany the draft PS.
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3.0DERRY CITY AND SAREBISTRICT COUNOICAL
DEVELOPMENT PLAN

3.1Context- Requirement to Preparelaocal Development Plan

Part 2 of ie Planningict (Northern Ireland) 2011 (the 2011 Act) provides for the preparation of a
LDPby aCouncil for its district, which will (when adopted) replace current development plans. The
LDPwill comprisgwo development plan documents;

A The Plan Strategy (PS); and
A The Local Policies Plan (LPP).

The LDP should fulfil the following functions:

A provide a 15/ear plan framework to support tleonomic and social needs of2a@zy OA f Qa RA &
in line with regional strategies and policies, while providing for the deti¥snstainable
development;
A facilitate sustainable growth by-cpdinating public and private investment to encourage
development where it can be of most benefit to the voeling of the community;
ATft20GS adFFAOASYd fFyR (G2 YSSi az20aSteqQa ySS
A providean opportunity for all stakeholders, including the public, to have a say about where and
how development within their local area should take place;
A provide a pladed framework for rational and consistent decisinaking by the public, private
and communiy sectors and those affected by development proposals; and
A def A@GSNJ GKS &L GAFE FaLISOGlan. 2F | / 2dzy OAf Qa OdzNN

3.2 Preparation

The purpose of the Derry City and Strabane District Council LDP is to inform the public, statutory
authorities, @velopers and other interested parties of the policy framework and land use proposals
that will implement the strategic objectives of the Regional Development St(&Bg)and guide
development decisions thin the Council area up to 2032

Thenew LDPMwf £ 68 LINBLI NBR 6AGKAY (GKS O2yda&auitol2 ¥ (KS
GKS [/ 2dzyOAt Qa /2YYdzyAide tftly (2 Syl o&réltdedl G2 LI |
ensure that lands zonedappropriately and that our infrastrture is enhanced to develop the Council

area for future generations.

The LDP must also take account of the regional policy context set by the Northern Ireland Executive
and Central Government Departments. This includes, amongst others, the Sustainalolensnte
Strategy, thdRDSthe Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SRR&Planning Policy Statements

(PPSS$) the UK Marine Policy Statement (UK MPS) and, when adopted, the Marine Plan for Northern
Ireland. The new LDP will replace the two currerttistey development plans that apply to the

District Council

The Plan will be produced in two parts; s published first, followed by the LPP. The PS identifies
the aims, objectives, growth strategy and strategic policies applicable to the PlambateRRwill

provide site specific policies and proposals, including settlement limits, land use zonings and
environmental designations.

1 Department for Regional Development: Regional Development Strategy RIESIR{IB§ a Better Future
2 Department of Environment: Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) 2015
3 Planning Policgtatements and Other Policy Publicatiemnsy.planningni.gov.uk
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3.3SpatialOverview of Derry City and Strabane District Council

TheLINBS LI NJ G A 2 y SafegidiGtdweh PlarauadomNdiudity Flan (CP) and the Local
Development Plan (LDP) is the beginning of a significant and ambitious long term, collaborative
process which is aimed to improve all our lives and transform our City and District. It cotiree at a
in which we are determined to improve our regional competitiveness, our skills, address poverty,
social exclusion and patterns of deprivation, sustainably enhance our environment and develop

connected, vibrant, rural areas.
Figure 3.3.1 Derry Cityd Strabane District Settlements Context Map
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Figure 3.3.2 Derry City and Strabane District Environmental Context Map
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Our Council borders the Rol and shares boundaries with three adjacent Councils shown in Figure
3.3.1.Derry City and Strabane are th® main settlenents and are important locations for access to
and from County Doneg&dCSDC is responsible for a significant area (1245 square kilometres) with
the majority of the population residing in urban areas. However, nearly a third of the papulati
reside in rural area3.he District Council area also benefits from a rich diversity of landscape and
environmental designationsome of which arghown in Figure 3.3.2. Té®include the Sperrins Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and numetoeas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSIs). Our
Council also benefits froamcient woodland sitethat are now lost from most other parts of the
countrymaking his unique habitagven more important aa natural asset.ikewisethe District

benefits flom buildings and features afchaeologicamportance as well as unique historic features
including castles and tombs. More information is in the PS.

3.4(hallenges and Opportunitiehdad
Our District faces particular challenges and opportunities alieeldding

A Populatonh GSNJ (G KS ySEG wn &SINBE (KS 3INRSGK Ay GKS
rise slightly and then fall back to just below the current level of approximately 150,000.

A Social challengesVe experience huge inequalities with a troubling number of our local areas
witnessing high levels of deprivatioanemployment, lifeexpectancy, health, rural isolation,
poor access to services, economic inactivity, lack of educational qualificatibps\verty.The
Council area has a higher proportion of social housing bug thexr long waiting list with #&of
those on it in housing stress. The social housing need fro81231& projected at Z/44.

A Economic challengeg hese social challenges #inemselves a reflection of the relatively weak
state of the local economy and poor rural connectivity. Our economic inactivity rate is higher than
that of NI as a whole, which already has a much higher rate than the rest of the UK and Ireland.
While the lusinesses birth and survival rate is on a par with the rest of NI, there has been little
growth in employee numbers since 2009.
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A Brexit uncertainty The impending implications of Brexit vote adds considerable uncertainty to
the economic outlook and coultt@nge the dynamic of cross border trademmutingand
associated population chanda the short term it is likely to have a dampening impact on private
sector investment, although this is partially offset by positive impacts resulting from a more
compettive currency.

A Environmental ChallengeRecycling rates are below the NI average. Per capitarGi€sions
present a mixed picturein 2012 they were lower than the NI average in Derry but higher in
Strabane. Fuel poverty is higher than the NI averadeuptake of public transport is lower than
average.

3.5How can our LDP contribute?

Population change has implications for the provision of housing, employment opportunities and

public services including health, education and infrastructure. It is tmerehportant to know the

components of population change and the characteristics of the population when planning for future

growth. Planning is also about meeting the needs of evergboth the majorities and the

minorities within the community. Our Lad&evelopment Plan can assist in building inclusive and
O2KSaA@BS O02YYdzyAGiASazr RRNBaaiayad SOSNR2ySQa ySSF
employment and wealth creation, providing accessible services, increasing transportation options an
promoting shared space. Decisions must be made based on targeting deprivation and being aware of

the consequences for Catholic and Protestant communities in particular.

It is clear that Derry needs to significantly develop to fulfil its role gwiti@pal city of the North

West and as a regional and international gateway. Similarly, Strabane needs considerable relevant
development tdulfil its role as a main hubVhile the clear focus needs to be on Derry City and
Strabane Town, it is importarttdt the needs of those people living in the countryside are also
considered. For these populations to be sustained and vibrant communities to be maintained they too
will also require their share of sustainable housing, employment and service opportunities.
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4.00VERVIEWWFTHEBASELINE EVIDENCE

4.1 Presentation of Baseline Evidence

The baseline evidence is presented in Section 5 for fourteen topics, which span the social, economic
and environmental themes. Several topics contribute to social, economénaindnmental themes.

Due to these overlaps, Table 4.1 presents an outline scope for each topic to clarify where information
is likely to be presented in this report.

Table 41: Scope of Sustainability Topics

Topic Includes

1. Health and Wellbeing | Health profile, physical activity, accéssealth care, access to ope
spae and recreation, quiet areas amdise

2.  Community Community identity, shared space, social inclusion, crime preve
and safety, good relationsural issues.

Housing Housing, urban capacity, settlements

4. Education and Skills Primary through to third level and apprenticeships

5. Economy and Employment, economic growth, investment, tourism, industry an
Employment commerce, town centres and retailing
6. Material Assets Infrastructurerelating to energy / heat generation and distribution

telecommunicationswaste management and pipelines; derelict a
contaminated land; renewable energgmeteries

7. Physical Resources Earth science, minerals, laidcludingland use)soil,geothermal
energy.

8. Transport and Pulic, private transport, traffic anefficient movementwalking and

Accessibility cycling.

9. Air Air quality andshortterm changes

10. Climat Change Northern Ireland in global context of climate chargreenhouse ga
emissions;mplications otlimate changganitigation and adaptation

11. Water Water quality and resourcespastal waters, watdevels (flood risk)

12. Natural Resources Biodiversity, fauna, floraesignated sitegreen andlue

infrastructure, ecosysterservicesincludesintertidal and coastal
zones as well as marieavironment.

13. Landscape Landscape, seascape
14. HistoricEnvironment Historic environment,rahaeologyincluding maringbuiltand
and CulturaHeritage industrialheritage townscape andultural heritage assets

Each topic is presented using the following structure, and the headings are explained below:

Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies;
Baseline evidence;

Likely Evolution of the Balshe without the LDP; and

Key Sustainability Issues.

> I >
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4.2 Reviewof Policies, PlanBrogrammesnd Strategies

TheSAmust include a review of other policies, plans, programmes and strategies that have an
influence on the content of theDP The aims ofhis review are:

A to identify all external social, economic and environmental objectives which have a bearing on the
SAof the LDP

A to reflect sustainability themes contained in regional policies and strategies;

A to identify any other sustainability issuésit might influence the preparation of the plan;

A to highlight whether other policies, plans or programmes might give rise to cumulative effects
when combined with th€DP

Consideration of this context also helps ensure that.Bwill deliver obligatios forDCSDC, which
are within the scope of theDP Appendixd presents the strategies, policies, programmes and plans
that have been considered with their key objectives and implications fauCxR&his will be updated
throughout plan preparation.

4.3 Srategic Context

The following regional strategies are overarching and form a backdropt®EhEach is introduced
here andckeyrelevant aspects are described in more detail under each itoectiorb.

4.3.1Regional Development Strategy

TheRDSrovides a strategic andngterm perspective on the future developmenthdfup to 2035

to deliver the spatial aspects of the Programme for Govern(#®¥@) It contains regional guidance

to provide policy direction in relation to the economy, society arwirenment. It complements the
Sustainable Development Strategy and sets the context for policy and development decisions in order
to achieve sustainable development throughout the region.

The RDS recognises the important role of Belfast in generatiogakgrosperity and that Dery

Londonderry is the focus for economic growth in the North West. The RDS also refleé® the

approach of balanced subgional growth, to ensure all areas benefit from economic growth and

recognises the importance of keyttdaments as centres for growth and prosperity. It also recognises

there is a need to understand the role and function of settlements and their role in serving rural
communities. The RDS promotesoperation between places and encourages clustering of ldob

that services do not need to be duplicated but rather shared. ThaRmifes Derry as the principal

OAGe 2F GKS Db2NIK 2Sad yR WI NBIA2YLFE FyR AyidSN
YIAYy Kdzo Q 0SOI dza S e RDSAstiedsed the @ripartan2eyof biti2 locsiBnSNE ® ¢
fuureRS @St 2 LIYSyd FyR GKS FToAfAdGe (G2 WRSEAGSNI |jdzk £ A

The RDgefers to the diversity of important landscape and environmental designations that are
located within the DCSDC as well as its valuable built heritage.

The RDS has a statutory basis, is material to decisions on individual planning applications @&nd appeal
and Councils must take account of the RDS when drawing ujh Eresr

4.3.2Strategic Planning Policy Statement

The SPPS provides an overarching statement of the general regional planning principles underlying
the reformed pladed system. It provides planning policy framework which must be taken into
account in the preparation of LDPs and the provisions are also material to all decisions on individual
planning applications and appeals.

The SPPS outlines a number of core principles underpinningféineed planning system in NI.
These are:

A improving health and welieing;
A creating and enhancing shared space;
A supporting sustainable economic growth;
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A supporting good design and positive pkacaking; and
A preserving and improving the built and natweavironment.

The latter part of the SPPS contains 72 regional strategic objectives across 16 subject areas, in
addition to the introduction of new policy for retailing.

4.3.3Sustainable Development Strategy
The Sustainable Development Strategy ident¥festrategic objectives in the following Priority
Areas:

A Building a dynamic, innovative economy that delivers the prosperity required to tackle
disadvantage and lift communities out of poverty.

A Strengthening society so that it is more tolerant, inclushebstable and permits positive
progress in quality of life for everyone.

A Driving sustainable, lortgrm investment in key infrastructure to support economic and social
development.

A Striking an appropriate balance between the responsible use and protetti@tural resources
in support of a better quality of life and a better quality environment.

A Ensuring reliable, affordable and sustainable energy provision and reducing our carbon footprint.

A Ensuring the existence of a policy environment which suptratsverall advancement of
sustainable development in and beyond Government.

The strategic objectives that are key are highlighted under their relevant topic.

4.3.4Draft Programme for Government

The Programme for Government (PfG) is the highest leatgic document of the Executive setting

out the priorities that it intends to pursue. The Executive formed in March 2016 adopted an

outcomes based approach in developing a PfG. At its centre was a framework of outcomes designed

to targetthose thingsk I G ¢Aft YI 1S NBIf AYLNROGSYSyd G2 LIS2 LM
consulted on in summer 2016 and a fuller version was subject to further public consultation in

December 2016. In the absence of an Executive, an Outcomes Delivery Plan wesdgahlisne

2018, setting out the programme of work the Northern Ireland Civil Service has put in place for
HAamykmep (2 IAGBS STFFSOG G2 GKS LINBOA2dza -9 SOdzi A B8
tackling disadvantage and driving economiswgh.

The draft PfG contains 14 Strategic Outcomes supported by 42 Indicators. The outcomes touch on
every aspect of government, including the attainment of good health and education, economic
success and confident and peaceful communities. The outcarm@édstended to meet statutory
obligations and to make real improvements to the quality of life of residents.

While efforts continue to restore the institutions of Government, Departments continue to act,
operating within the adjusted indicative departni@rfinancial allocations announced to Parliament

by the Secretary of State, in line with the direction set by previous Ministers and the Executive in their
draft PfG.

4.35Republicofrelanddd bl GA2y Il f t20MO/YyAy3d CNI YSg2N]

The Republic of Irelar{@l) has a National Planning Framework (NPF, Project Ireland 2040,12018
recognises the existing cooperation between Donegal County Council and B&B@0uncils have
input to the NPF and DCSDC is supportive dfithith-WestMetropolitanCity Regiomitiative and

the critical role that Derry.City and Strabane will haveas linked metropolitan areaslore
information2 y (1 KS w2 LW PB.t {C5/ Qa

4.3.6 UK Marine Policy Statement and Marine Plan for Northern Ireland

The UK MPS, the UK Marared Coastal Access Act (MCAA) 2009 and the Marine Act (Northern
Ireland) 2013 provide the policy and legislative framework for the management of the marine area in
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Northern Ireland. The UK vision for the marine environment, set out in the UK MPSttariheeat
2F YOt Stys:r KSIHfGKezZ alFFSI LINPRdAzOGADGS yR o0A2f 23X

The MCAAisalkKA RS | Ol 6KAOK Ay OfdzRSa | ydzYoSNI 2F LINR G
marine area. For NI, key provisions within this Act include a ligeystem for management of

development within the marine area from the mean high water spring tide out to 12 nautical miles

(the inshore region).

The Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013 includes duties to protect and enhance the marine area. This
includesprovisions to prepare and adopt a Marine Plan for the NI inshore region; and provision to
improve marine conservation and protection. The draft Marine Plan for Northern Ireland was
consulted on for an eight week period beginning 18 April 2018. Once adaptdtinform and guide

the regulation, management, use and protection of the marine area through a strategic framework
with spatial elements.

Section 58 of the MCAA and Section 8 of the Marine Act (Northern Ireland) 2013, require a public

authority tochave regard to the appropriate marine policy documents in taking any decision which

relates to the exercise of any function capable of affecting the whole or any part of the UK marine

are& o ¢KA& YSFya GKFG | ff LZOKMPS and ditiekr@leNdnti A S& Y dz&
policy in the preparation of LDPs and all associated documents.

4.3.7Community Planning

The new duty of Community Planning came into operatiorf'@dkpiil 2015 and requires Councils to

act as the lead for community planninglieir areas, in partnership with the community and service
providers.The Local Government Act introduces a statutory link between the CP and the LDP, in that

GKS LINBLI NI dGA2y 2F GKS [5t YdaAad WwilF{1S 002dzyid 27

The CP also aims to promote communitigesion and improve the quality of life for all of our
citizens.This will result in ongterm vision for the social, environmental and economic-eithg of
our area and its citizenK.will integrate service and function delivery and set out theréutlirection
for development within the council areBheLDPwill support delivery of the spatial aspects of the
CP

OurCR The Inclusive Strategic Growth P28 7-2032, was developed through extensive
engagement with stakeholders and the community seidout the shared outcomes for this area.
The CP process has identified those things that matter most to us as a community and the key
transformative projects that will deliver inclusive growth.

Our vision ia thriving, prosperous and sustainable @ity Districtvith equality of opportunity for all.

TheCPplaces emphasis on the regional status of Derry and Strabane and the need to maximise its
strengths for communication, transport, tourism, economic productivity, knowledge, education and
innovation.

Key issues that are identified are the need to improve educational outcomes; the need to reverse
population decline; the need to increase investment and income jevelshe need to improve
cooperation.

Cross cutting themes are: addressing inequatity@omoting inclusive growth; sustainability; good
relations and rural development.

Eight primary outcomes have been identified for @®These are:

1. We live in a shared, equal and safe community.
2. We live long, healthy and fulfilling lives.
3. Our childen and young people have the best start in life.

L https://www.derrystrabane.com/SubsitésommunityPlanning/ArJpdateon-OurCommunityPlan
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We prosper though a strong, competitive, entrepreneurial and innovative economy.
We are better skilled and educated.

We live in the cultural destination of choice and offer world class visitor experiences.
We live sustainably protecting the environment.

We connect people and opportunities through our infrastructure

© N g

TheCPis to be supported by a Local Community Planning process to identify actions to meet local
needs and improve wdtleing. TheCPsustairability theme includes the goal of protecting our local
ecosystems as the source of clean air, clean water and fertile topsoil.

4.3.8 Corporate Plan

The DCSDC Corporate Riad Performance Improvement Plan 9010'F 2 Odza S&a 2y G KS [/ 2 d:
priorityout YS&a |a aSd 2dzi Ay GKS {G4NIGS3IAO0 DNRBg(GK t 1
AYLINE OSSR a420ALtS $§02y2YAO | yR Sy @i NBnguetddy (I
through four key objectives that focus on business growth and cultural develgmnemonmental
protection and physical regeneration, healthy communities, and cross functioning support services.
Thesefour objectives directly align to the outcomeathe CR outcomes identified under the pillars

of economic, social and environmentallbeing.The Corporate Plan also makes reference to the

/| 2dzy OAf Q& O2YYAGYSyid G2 adadGrAylrofS RS@St2LIVSyi
sustainable development

t
2 dzii C

4.4Baselineevidence

A deskbased revievhas been undertaketo identify baseline conditions DCSDEach
sustainability topiés presentedin Sections with a review of relevant current information available.
Where ithasnot been possible to provide specific informataira local Council leyehformation for
NIhas been usedVhere there are critical data gapteesehave beeridentified.Information sources
include data collected for LDP Evidence Papers and the draft Community Plan.

Information sources includ#ata collected for the LDP from the POP toD®S stage. This
information is available as part of the LDP BasEvidencéwhichcan be accessdiere
https://www.derrystrabane.comalong with theCPfrom here
https://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/CommudARianning/AdJpdateon-OurCommunityPlan

It should be noted that a series of Technical Supplementsiean published alongside the LDP

draft PS The Technical Supplements bring together the evidence base that has been used to inform
the preparation of the LDP drd@S The Technical Supplements build upon and update some of the
LDPBaseline Evidence paqs The Technical Supplements to the dRSivere being prepared
simultaneously to the Scoping Report and consequently some of the updated information presented
within the Technical Supplements was not available at the time the Scoping Report wed.finalis
Consequentlythe Scoping Report has not included information from the Technical Supplements.

The baseline topics for the SA have a wider scope than the LDP evidence gathering requirements.
Data sources in Local Development Plans: Environmentah&wialed Informatiohhave been
referred to, as well as the Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Reports for relevaht years

In addition to the LDP and Community Plan evidence, we have used evidence presented on the
Northern Ireland Statistics and Rasch Agency (NISRA) website. NISRA is the principal source of
official statistics and social research on NI. Much data at Council-Gosulgil level was sourced
from the Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service (NINIS) website. NINISfilNBRA
and aims to make small area information held within Central Government arddyantmental

L https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/Corporas@d ImprovementPlan/CorporatePlans

2 https://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/LDP/Prefer@gtionsPaper(POP)/BaselinEvidence

3DAERA (2017) Local Development Plans: DAERA Enviroivieletate and Information (Version 2.1/ May 2017)

4 DAERA Northern Ireland Statistics Report (foudas://www.daerani.gov.uk/articles/norther#ireland-environmentaistatisticsreport)
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Public Bodies available to as wide an audience as possible. The NINIS website contains datasets on a
range of soci@conomic themes at smaidtrea statistichgeographies.

4.5Likely Evolution of the Baseline without thecal Development Plan

This section highlights trends in the baseline information and describes how the baseline might evolve
without the LDP. This also helps identify key issues for eaicharugidentifies potential sustainability
problems or opportunities that could be addressed through the LDP.

DCSDC was included within two previous Area ptaordo April 2015These werg¢he:

91 Derry Area Plan 2011, and
i Strabane Area Pl&901.

Thesedo not reflect the current DCSDC baselaorehe Community Plan.
4.6 The Key Sustainability Issues

Drawing on the policies, plans, programmes and strategies review, the baseline information and the
likely evolution of the baseline without the LDP, Keyathability Issues are set out for each topic.

These reflect the local area and are mainly issues that are relevant to and may be influenced by the
LDP. These Key Sustainability Issues will also identify the potential for cumulative effects which should
be considered in preparation of the LDP. Key Sustainability Issues will be reviewed and, where
necessary, updated at key stages of Plan preparation

4.7 Sustainability Objectives

The Key Sustainability Issues inform the sustainability objectives. Thpsesarged in Section 6
with a short rationale and description of what each objective seeks to achieve. There are several
overlaps between objectives which support each other.
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5.0THE EVIDENCE BASE
5.1 Health and Welbeing

5.1.1Review of Policies, PRrProgrammes and Strategies

This topic considers the health profile for the district, needs for and access to health care, physical
activity and the effects of noise. It overlaps many of the other topics, for example where they shape
the environment in Wich we live, interactions with others and opportunities for employment and
education.

¢tKS O02YY2y GKNBFIR 2F NBfS@OlIyld LRtAOASAE Aa GKFG |
mental and physical health and wiedling. Policy measures seelptolong healthy life and reduce

preventable deaths. Contributors to this include improving health in pregnancy and improving mental
health, which can have long term effects on healthy life. They also acknowledge that the health

conditions of those who amost deprived are significantly worse. Consequently, programmes have

0SSy RS@OSt2LISR adzOK & W5StAGSNAY3I {20AFt [/ KIy3S€
inequalities. Northern Ireland healthlated strategies are supportive of internatiogtthtegies and

the Sustainable Development Strategy.

Part of supporting good health is encouraging physical activity. There are several strategies and
AYAGALF GAGSE F2NJ 0KA& LIJzZN1LI2AS Ay Of dzRAYy3I Wi LI2NI al
lOGAZ2Y tflyQX FYR WOESNDAA&ASS 9ELX 2NBX 9yezey ! {
environment and specific facilities to encourage increased physical activity, including active travel.

There is a particular focus on groups thaténbower rates of activity which is now women and girls,

people with disabilities, older people and the most economically disadvantaged.

¢CKS WeENFYyaT2NXYAYy3I @2dzNJ / FNBY {GNIFGS3IA0 LYLX SYSy
Trust Population Bhs inform infrastructure requirements for health care. Making Life Better is a ten

year strategic framework for public health launched in 2014. It provides direction for policies and

actions to improve the health and wbking of the people of Northerreland and reduce

inequalities in healthh dzG 02 YS wmH 2F GKA& FNFYS@g2N] Wal (Ay3 (K
highly relevant to the LDP. Actions can be grouped into the following general themes:

A To improve and maintain the environment in terofigir quality, water quality, waste
management and environmental noise;

A To enhance the capacity of our physical infrastructure to protect, support and provide access
to healthy and active living and wek#ing through, for example, creating environmehest
promote social interaction and mental wlé#ing, are safe for all ages and incentivise physical
activity.

The SPPS reflects this, in particular through six regional strategic objectives that require provision of,
and accessibility for all, to opepaxe with high standards of design.

The Environmental Noise Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2006 locally implement the European Noise
Directive, the aim of which is to avoid, prevent or reduce on a prioritised basis the harmful effects,
including annoyancgef exposure to environmental noise. The Regulations apply to noise from major
road, railway, airport and industrial sources. These existing sources are not subject to planning
control, but may be considered in the context of proposed development, whidh be affected by
environmental noise. A range of legislation is in place to establish permitted noise levels and manage
noise emissions from domestic, industrial and commercial sources. The 2014 Noise Policy Statement
for Northern Ireland providedarity on current noise policies and practices.

In the Councils Corporate Plan 289 they are committed to delivering improved social,
economic and environmental outcomes for everyone. One of their corporate objectives is to
WLINRY23GS KSISaldk® YOR8Y YAd@RWAGOL G2NAR 2F &adz00Saa AyOf dz
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services, the development and completion of a sport, physical activity and wellbeing plan, securing
funding for cross border sports development programme, providing improveddadilitil improving
local air quality through the delivery of an Air Quality Action Plan.

Within Derry and Strabane Districts Inclusive Strategic Growth Plaf2@82 Tommunity Plan one

2F (GKS 1S@é& 2dzio2YSa Aa UKl (0OWOGKE A OFA ff 2 ya@S KISy X T
people ageing actively and independently, a reduction in health inequalities, people that are more
physically active and improved physical and mental health.

5.1.2Baseline Information

Detailed information on health andeWitbeing has been provided in the Derry and Strabane District
Councils Community Plan. In addition data has been sourced from the Local Development Plan
Evidence Papers; Evidence Base (EVB) 3 Population and Growth StrategyCip¥BEhace &
Recreatiorand EVB 16 Community Infrastructure as well as further sources referenced separately
such as the Health Survey Northern Ireland, a Department of Health survey that has run every year
from April 2010 across Northern Ireland.

Overview

The area on averagexhibits life expectancy levels on a par with NI however life expectancy in urban
deprived Super Output Areas (SOASs) is significantly lower. Within Derry City and Strabane District
Council (DCSD) area out of 42 indicators analysed 30 were worse thaavkealyé, 9 were similar

to the NI average and 3 outcomes were better than the NI average. Health outcomes across 40 out of
42 indicators were worse in the more deprived areas compared to the Council as‘a whole

Population profile

The future population mfile is relevant as it helps to informs future health care needs, provision for
housing and childcare and educational facilities (Table 5.1.1). DCSD has the fifth highest population
relative to other Council areasn June 2018, the District accounfed8% or 150, 679 people, of the
population of Northern Ireland (1,881,641). This was a 5% increase in the population from the 2001
figure, of 143,810 and a 3% increase from the Census 2011 figure of 148,191. Population Projections
up to 2041 predict th@opulation in NI will reach two millidrNISRA population projection estimates
(2016) predict that the population of DCSD will declin®2¢6 by 2026 and. % by 2032. By 2041 it

is estimated that the population of the District will have diminishe®.B296.

The median age in the District in 2001 was 31.5 years but in 2018, it was 37.7Tyeaursse in

median age increases the older age groups. In June 2018, 14.9% of the Boroughs population was aged
65 or over, the third lowest of all Councils iffNBy 2032 this proportion is predicted to increase to

21%. This aligns with the regional trend of an increasing proportion of people aged 65 and over as can
be seen in Table 5.1.1 below.

1 DoH: Health Inequalities Sub Regional Report 2017

2NISRA: MitYear Population EstimatdsGD Factsheets 2018

3NISRA: 201Based Population projections for Areas within NI Statistical Bulletin Charts

4NISRA: All areaMedian age (2002018)

5NISRA Area Profile Report LGD 2014 Information for Derry City and Strabane Population Estimates: Broad Age Bands
6 NISRA: 2018 Migkar population estimates for Northern Ireland

Page20 November 2019



Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

Table 5.1.1Population Projections for DCSD by Age Band

Age DCSD DCSD% NI% DCSD DCSD% NI% DCSD DCSD % NI %

0-14 29,752 19.8 18.7 27,780 18.6 17.6 26,231 18 17.1
1524 18,571 12.4 12.3 19,309 13 12.7 17,447 12 11.6

2544 36,149 24 244 33,651 226 233 32,554 22.3 23
4564 38,994 25.9 25.4 36,950 248 245 34,475 23.6 237
65+ 26,884 17.9 19.2 31,360 21 21.9 35,145 24.1 245

Total 150350 100 100 149050 100 100 145852 100 100
Source: Northern Ireland Population Projections (2016 Based) (NISRA)

The number of children under B8counted for 21.7% (32,807) of the populatidrhis amount is
lower than the 2001 figure (38,229) and sitsn@idge in the context of other Councils. The birth rate
in DCSD has fluctuated since 2010 in common with the NI birth rate. While the tbattagate is
slightly higher than that for NI it has fallen steadily over this period

The LDP can play a role in ensuring that adequate land is available for the provision of development

that can meet the future health care needs of the increasing latipn and its vulnerable groups.

¢CKA& YlI& AyOfdzRS IRSljdzZ S K2dzaAy3az KSIfGKOINB Tl
community facilities.

Life expectancy

Life expectancy for males in Northern Ireland for 20057 was/8.5years, and for feades82.3

years. Life expectancy for malesdCSHor 20152017 was’7.7years, and for female&l.4years.

These have shown a steady increase of over two years from 2001 but remain about a year lower than
the NI average.

The mortality rate for DCSD Haeen consistently higher than the NI standardised mortality rate since
200911. It has fluctuated between being 2.3% above the standardised mortality rate to being 4.9%
(200911 and currently) above the standardised mortality rate which is consideresticsdiij
significantly different from the NI rate.

Healthy life expectancy for males in Northern Ireland for 20l®ash1.2years, and for females was
62.8year& Disabilityfree life expectancy for males in Northern Ireland for 207 %vas 61.1 years,

and for females was 61.7 years. Healthy and disability free life expectancy for males is 57.3 years and
for females is 57.4 years within DESD

Causes of Death

In 2017, of the 16 036 registered deaths in NI, 28% (4490) were cancer’raldiilé canceis the

most commonly recorded cause of death, other principal causes include circulatory diseases (24%)

YR NBALIANI G2NE RA&SIaAaSa omoz0d ! fT KSAYSNRA | yR

I NISRA: 2018 Migkar population estimateer Northern Ireland

2NISRATeenage Birth Rate for Mothers under the age of 17 and 20 (administrative geographies)

3 Office National Statistics (ON# expectancy (LE), healthy life expectancy (HLE) and difagsliffe expectancy (DFLE) atlbiand age

65 by sex, UK, 2015 to 2017

4 Office National Statistics (ONS) Life expectancy (LE), healthy life expectancy (HLE) anérekskifeiléypectancy (DFLE) at birth and age
65 by sex, UK, 2015 to 2017

5 Office National Statistics (ONS) Lifeeetmncy (LE), healthy life expectancy (HLE) and dis&eiitlfe expectancy (DFLE) at birth and age
65 by sex, UK, 2015 to 2017

8 NISRARegistraGeneral Annual Report 2017 Cause of Déaate published: 07 November 2018)
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In 2017, nearly 7.5% of deaths registered in NI were from the Cauea. Of these, cancer was
accountable for the majority of deaths (340) followed by circulatory disease (287) and respiratory
disease (172).

Relative to other Councils DCSD raffkewest for cancer related deaths.

Western Health and Social Carestiand Ambulance Response Times

The Western Health and Social Care Trust (WHSCT) is responsible for the provision of community
health and social care in the Council area. Acute care is provided by Altnagelvin Hospital and mental
health care is carried vin Gransha Hospital (Waterside Hospital) in Derry. Altnagelvin is currently
undergoing a £73 million refurbishment programme which will incorporate six inpatient ward areas, a
new main entrance and relocation of car parking facilities.

Health Centres arlocated within Derry, Strabane, Castlederg, Donnemana, Newtownstewart,
Plumbridge and Killeter. There are also 23 GP practices in the Council area. Foyle Hospice also
provides ongoing palliative care within the District

The standardised admission ratehospital for those in DCSD has diverged from the NI rate in the

period 2013/14 to 2017/18. By 201718, there were 26,085 admissions per 100,000 people compared
with a lower rate of 23,981 for NI. Standardised admission rates, due to alcohol rela&esltaes

increased since 2008 both in the council area and in NI. However they are significantly higher in DCSD
and were over 44% higher in 2015/P817/18. Standardised admission rates, due to respiratory

disease have increased since 2008 both in theaibarea and in NI however they are significantly

higher in DCSDC and were over 8% higher in 2015316/17. In contrast standardised admission

rates, due to circulatory disease have decreased since 2008 both in the council area and in NI and
were signiftantly lower than the NI rate in DCSDC in 2015067/18.

Figure 5.1.1Standardised admission rates (all admissions) per 100,000 population for DCSDC and NI

26,085
3,981

O
@
Q
0

Admisison rate

2013114 201415 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18
Year
DESDC w1
Source: Public Health Information and Research Branch, DoH

The admission rate for emergency admissions had been increasing from 2009/10. However, since
2014/15 the number has been decreasing in DCSD and now stands at 9,657 admissions per 100,000
people for 2017/18 figures. This is still 4.5% higher than thedl rat

The Health Inequalities Sub Regional Report 2017 provides ambulance response times annually from
2011 to 2015. The average annual response time has increased steadily for both Northern Ireland

1 NISRA: Cause of Death 2017 Tabl@saths by sex and cause, by Local Government District, 2017
2LDP EVB 16 Community Infrastructure
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and for the Council area to 9 minutes 21 seconds andisixes 58 seconds respectively. The

ambulance response times for DCSD are significantly lower than the NI average. There are additional
provisions for emergency response which are not accounted for in these figures. These are Rapid
Response Vehicles andramedics and Community First Responders who may be the first person to
arrive on the scene in rural areas and are trained to providsdifeng treatment while waiting on an
ambulance or rapid response vehicle.

Physical Health

A person is described asvireg a limiting long term health problem if they have a health problem or

disability that limits their daily activities and which has lasted, or is expected to last, at least 12

months. This includes problems that are due to old &gsults from the011Census show that in

5/ {5 TtTT1Tow> aldliSR GKSANI KSIFIfGdK ¢l a SAGKSNI waz22R¢
THpdp: 2F GKS LRLzZ FGA2y K2 OfFaaSR GKSANI KSIFf (K
22.9% (NI 20.7%), of people hadrg term health problem or disability that limited their day to day

activities in DCSD. The most common types oftlenmg condition were mobility or dexterity

difficulty, longterm pain or discomfort, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing and aienal,

psychological or mental health condition.

Disease data for 2019 shows that the prevalence of most diseases are similar to rates for Northern

Ireland. Notable exceptions are for diabetes and hypertension which are lower and asthma and

chronic obstuctive pulmonary disease which are higher with 11,318 on the asthma register and 4,146

2y GKS OKNRYAO 20aiNUzOGA GBS LidzZf Y2y NB RA&ASIF &S NEB:
level but Northern Ireland trends since 2007 show a steady incirettse prevalence of cancer and

dementia and a marked increase in the prevalence of osteoporosis since 2012 when this data started

being collected. The latter two diseases reflect the ageing population.

Infant Related Health

Measures relating to infamtealth and associated maternal health indicate that DCSD has a higher
proportion of teenage mothers than the NI rate, the third highest percentage of mothers smoking
during pregnancy (15.2%) and the lowest rate of mothers breastfeeding and complimentary on
discharge (29.3%) out of all the Councils #in\2017.

Mental Health

Mental health is a level of psychological seeing. A mental disorder is a mental or behavioural
pattern or anomaly that causes either suffering or an impaired ability to functaudinary life
(disability), and which is not developmentally or socially normative.

Mental disorders are generally defined by a combination of how a person feels, acts, thinks or
perceives. This may be associated with particular regions or functitreskwiin or rest of the
nervous system, often in a social context.

The Health Survey NI 2017/18 reported that across NI around a fifth (18%) scored highly on the
GHQ12(General Health Questionnaire) suggesting they may have a possible mental heéétimprob

The proportion of males indicating a possible mental health illness has increased from 16% in 2016/17
to 17% in 2017/18. The findings for females remains unchanged at 18%. The proportion of
respondents in the most deprived areas recording a high @d€yte has dropped from 27% in

2016/17 to 22% in 2017/18. However, respondents in the most deprived areas are more likely to
record a higher GHQ12 score than those in the least deprived areas.

1 NISRA: Making Life Better Profile far Berry City and Strabane LGD

2 Department of Health

3 The General Health Questionnaire (GHQ) 12 is a screening device for identifying minor psychiatric disorders in th@getierabpd
within community or no#psychiatric clinical settings.
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There has been an increase in the standardised prescritiefior mood and anxiety disorders for
both DCSDC and NI between 2013 and 2017. By 2017, the standardised prescription rate stood at 240
per 100,000 people within DCSDC.

Figure 5.122: Standardised prescription rate for mood and anxiety disorders, pgyQlDfopulation,
DCSDC and NI
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Source: Public Health Information and Research Branch, DoH
The crude suicide rate for Northern Ireland has remained relatively static since 2006 and currently
stands at 15.8 per 100,000 population. In DCSD the crude suicide rate had been decreasing from the
period beginning 2006 where it was recorded at 20.8 f6rQ00 population. However, in the period
2012-2016 the crude suicide rate had started to rise and was recorded at 17.2 per 100,000
population. This is higher than the NI rate.

Wellbeing

In the Health Survey Northern Ireland 2017/18, 88% of respondenéswegy satisfied or satisfied

with life but 4% felt to some extent dissatisfied. This was similar to figures reported in previous years.
Personal welbeing for Northern Ireland was measured in 2Q88and identified that Northern

Ireland scored highesf all UK countries for life satisfaction, feelings that things done in life are
worthwhile and happiness. When compared to other Councils DCSD scored lowest in the life
satisfaction rating and highest in the anxiety rating.

Table 5.22: Personal Welbeing Measures 2018/19

Personal Wellbeing Measure: DCSD NI ‘
Life Satisfaction 7.72 7.89
Worthwhile 8.00 8.07
Happiness 7.66 7.69
Anxiety 3.35 2.83

Source: NISRA: Personal Weihg in Northern Ireland 2018/19

Physical activity

It is recommended by the Department of Health, that people aged 19 and over should try to be active
on a daily basis and have 150 minutes of moderate activity, or 75 minutes of vigorous activity a week.

In the Health Survey Northern Ireland 2016/2017, 85%e respondents met the

recommendations. Although a slight increase on previous years, 26% remained inactive. Men tend to
be more active than women. The Department for Health also recommend that adults should
undertake muscle strengthening physicahéties which involves all the major muscle groups in the
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body at least twice a week. In 2016/17, 25% of respondents to the HSNI met the recommendations
but 60% had no muscle building activityis noted that those in the most deprived areas are
less kely to meet the recommended levels of physical activity or muscle building activity.

Table 5.1.3Percentage of Population Meeting Recommended Physical Activity Levels 2016/17

Less than 3059 60-149 Meets Meets
30 minutes| minutes of | minutes of | recommendations of al recommended
of exercise, exercise exercise | least 150 minutes per| muscle

per week = perweek | perweek week strengthening
exercise level
twice per week

All respondents aged over 19

Overall 26 6 13 55 25
Male 22 6 14 61 30
Female 28 6 14 51 22
Western N/A 49 24
HSCT

Source: Health Survey Northern Ireland 2016/17

Data for leisure time spent outdoors highlights that people within the Council area spend less leisure
time outdoors than the Northern Irish average. Only 64% of those surveyed in 2017 spent more than
once a week participating in leisure time outdoors WwiBc8% less than the NI average. 9% of those
surveyed never spent leisure time outdoors.

Table 5.4: Outdoor Leisure Time 2015 to 2017

Persons Persons Persons Base Persons Persons Persons Base Persons Persons Persons Base

spending spending spending spending spending spending spending spending spending
leisure leisure leisure leisure leisure leisure leisure leisure leisure
time time time time time time time time time
outdoor = outdoor = outdoor outdoor = outdoor = outdoor outdoor = outdoor | outdoor
s: Once s:Less = s: Never s: Once s:Less  s: Never s: Once s: Less = s: Never
aweek frequent (%) aweek frequent (%) aweek frequent (%)
or more than or more than or more than
(%) once a (%) once a (%) once a
week week week
(%) (%) (%)
N.1 66 23 11 3,28 67 22 11 3,26 72 22 6 2,81
6 2 8
DCSD 58 19 22 283 64 17 19 268 64 27 9 246

Source: Continuous Household Survey via Central Survey Unit, NISRA

There are two weekly parkrun events in the Council area one located in Derry City and the other at

the Holy Cross College in Strabane. The events provide access to a free, timed 5k run which is run by a
team of volunteers and provides opportunities forreige and social engagement. The Derry City

Park run has 5,1700 runners with an average of 81.7 runners per week. Strabane Park Run has 658
registered runners with an average attendance of 81.5 runners every week.

Disability Sport

According to Disabilitgport NI people with a disability are less than half as likely to participate in
sport as nordisabled peopfe The Foyle Arena in Derry has been recognised for-gsing
commitment to Disability Sports and Participation by receiving Inclusive Spmlity HSF) Excellence
Accreditation from Disability Sport NI. The Foyle Arena is also home to the Disability Sports Hub
project which is funded by the Department for Communities. The Disability Sports hub has a wide

! Continuous Household Survey 2014/15: Department of Culture, Arts and Leisure
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variety of disability sports equipmiesuch as sports wheelchairs, hand cycles, boccia sets and a
sensory activity pack.

Children and physical activity

The following information is from A Question of SResearch Update 107, by Dirk Schubotz,
Katrina Lloyd and Martina McKnight 20a6d Ae children getting the opportunities to realise their
right to play?, Research Update 98, by Laura McQuade, Susan Kehoe and Lesley Emérson 2015

These found that almost one third of P7 children, and less than one in4erad 6lds meet a target

of 60 mnutes of physical activity per day therefore there are large proportions of children who are
not engaging regularly in physical activity. One in ten children felt they could not play freely with their
friends in their community and children reported beaide to play more freely with friends in school
(84%), compared with being able to play with friends when in their communities or homes (77%).
Children reported feeling safer when playing in school (89%), compared with feeling safe when
playing in their cmmunities or homes (73%). This reflects the findings of several UK Sivtligs

found, among other things, that a fifth of children did not play outside at all on an average day; less
than one in 10 children regularly played in wild spaces comparedf tf lchildren a generation ago.

Diet

Health Survey Northern Ireland data suggest that from 2010/11 to 2017/18 there has been little
change in the composition of the diet with 46% of respondents consuming biscuits and 25%
consuming sweets on most days loé tveek. There has been a marked drop in the percentage of
respondents consuming fizzy drinks with 18% in 2016/17 compared to 29% in 2017/18. The most
recent data showed that 38% of respondents consume five or more portions of fruit and vegetables
per day.

Obesity

Globally, around 39% of adults aged 18 and over were overweight or obese4n2€ddrding to

the Health Survey NI 2017/18 64% of adults were either overweight (37%) or obese (27%). The
percentage of adults classed as obese or overweight has increased from the level of 56% reported in
1997, although has remained at a similar leveles005/06. Of children (age15) 18% were

classed as overweight and 9% as obese. In DCSD the prevalence for those on the obesity register in
2015 was 117.29 compared to 109 per thousand for Northern Ireland and is the fourth highest of all
Councils. TéHealth Inequalities Annual Report 2019 notes that Derry and Strabane has a higher level
of overweight or obese children starting Primary 1 (23%) compared to Northern Ireland (21%). This
rises to 24% for deprived areas.

1 http://www.ark.ac.uk/publications/updas/updatel107.pdf
2 http://www.ark.ac.uk/publications/updates/update98.pdf
3 https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/mar/25/threguartersof-uk-childrenspendlesstime-outdoorsthan-prisoninmates

survey
4World Health Organisation
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Figure 5.13: Over 16 Obesity prevalence Northern Ireland
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Source: NINIS Disease Prevalence (Quality Outcomes Framework) (administrative geographies)
The rate of childhood obesity is higher for DCSDC than for NI.
Table 5.1.5: Childhood obesity 2014/261617

Year P1 Y8

DCSD NI DCSD NI
Obese 6.0% 5.3% 8.5% 7%
Overweight 23% 21% 32% 28%

Source: Health Inequalities Annual Report 2019 Data Tables

Noise

The total number of noise complaints in Northern Ireland has remained fairly constant over the
previous 10 years, varying between 11,099 and 12A®8lysis of the 2016/17 data reveals that
domestic noise accounted for 80.3% of all complaints, followedtplaints relating to commerce

and leisure (7.8%), noise in the street (4.4%) and construction noise (3.1%); the proportion of noise
complaints attributable to each category varies little year on year.

For DCSDC there were 532 complaints in 2016/1bththree sources, accounting for 67% of

complaints, were noise from animals (239), Music, Televisions & Parties (77) and Other Neighbour
Noise (52). Noise from sources such as traffic is presented in noise maps published by DAERA and will
be considered imore detail when preparing the LPP.

Providing care

In the 2011 census 11.3% of people in DCSSDC stated that they provided unpaid care to family,
friends, neighbours or others. This unpaid care only relates teiéomgphysical or mental-ll
health/disalility or problems related to old age. Carers allowance claimants is a measure of the
people within our district that are dependent on carers. The data shows that the number of carers
allowance claimants has been increasing steadily year on year sinagi208,860 claimants in May
2019. DCSD have the second highest number of carers claimants after Belfast City Council.

Inequalities
Cancer rates, prescriptions for adgpressants, admissions to A&E for residents from the more
deprived areas in DCSDC are all multiples of the rates for NI axd@prived areas in the District.

INISRA:
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The Community Planning Resource Support Pack June 20idepra comparison between the most
deprived parts of DCSD compared to the council as a whole which illustrates the health inequalities.

The Health Inequalities Sub Regional Report 2016/17 indicates that almost half (49%) of Super Output
Areas (SOAs) withDCSD are among the most deprived areas in NI and that comparatively only 2%

FlLtf GAGKAY bLQA fSIFad RSLINAGSR ljdAyiAf Sd hdzi 27
average. The largest deprivation inequality gaps were for deaths due to @odhekpiratory

related causes and admission rates due to alcohol, drug drasetifrelated causes. The most notable

widening of gaps was for death rates due to lung cancer and circulatory issues.

Health Survey Northern Ireland

Health Survey Northern Ireland is a Department of Health survey that has run every year from April

2010 across Northern Ireland. Only differences that are statistically significant are reported and, as

results are based on responses from 4,144 individwasnnot be reported at LGD level. Some

findings that can inform trends or provide a basis for future comparison are as follows. A decline in

the general health rating was observed with increasing age, with respondents in the 75 years and over
agegroupy 2 NB G KIFYy F2dzNJ GAYSa Fa tA1Ste G2 NBLR2NI wol

Overall, threequarters of adults (75%) felt there was something they could do to make their life
healthier in one or more of the following ways.

Figure 5.1.4How people feel thegan make their life healthier

by being more by by by
more their in their lives

Source: Health Survey Northern Ireland

Around twafifths of adults reported having a longstanding illness, with ovethinds (69%) in the

75 years and over age group. Respondents in the most deprived areas were ryot@ féqsort a
longstanding iliness (49%) and of those 79% were likely to be limited by it, this being significantly
higher than in the least deprived areas.

Around half of respondents (45%) reported having Beople close to them that could be counted

on if they had serious personal problems, while almost all respondents (98%) reported having at least
one. Over a third of respondents aged 16 to 24 years (37%) stated it would be easy or very easy to get
practical help from neighbours if they needed itisThate increased with age reaching 71% for those

aged 75 years and over.

Recreation, Open Space and Greenways

Derry City and Strabane District Council operates eight leisure facilities across the District. Land to be

used for open space, sport and outdoecreation, whether or not there is public access to it, is
AYLRNIFYyG F2NI Ada O2yiNROdziA2y G2 GKS ljdzZfAGe 27
wildlife habitats in buitup areas. A need has been identified for a City and Distdet w

audit/assessment of our current open space and recreation provision in terms of role and function.

The outcomes will be taken into account in future updates of this scoping report.

Plans were published in November 2016 for a network of greenwayesraiseg Exploreg Enjoy: A

Strategic Plan for Greenwayblovember 2016, Department for Infrastructure, connecting towns and
cities to the villages and countryside from east to west and north to south across all eleven councils. It
aims to bring back intase much of the disused railway network and give people ready access to a
safe trafficfree environment for health, active travel and leisure. This Strategic Plan for Greenways
identifies routes that should be explored to develop a Primary Greenway Kefigure 5.1.6) from

1 https://www.infrastructureni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/infrastructure/exerciseploreenjoy-a-strategicplanfor-greenways
november2016final.pdf
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which a Secondary Greenway Network could progressively extend across the region. The evidence

LI LISNJ 6! 9/ haX WdzZ & HnamcO Ay adzZlJ2 NI 2F GKAA& adN
80km of traffic free (i.e. separatdyy at least a kerb from motor vehicle traffic) routes have been

developed in the city alone, 30km of which are greenway standard. There is potential to expand the
greenway network to communities and amenities away from the city centre and river basirmfsome

which could form part of longer greenway projects. With the creation of the new Derry City and

Strabane District Council in April 2015, a revised walking and cycling masterplan for the new Council

area has been agreed. The masterplan highlights ngtpmssible new purpose built greenway routes

but improvements to the local network that would increase active travel and cognisance of these has
0SSy GF1Sy Ay RS@St2LAy3a GKS 2¢0SNIff adNXidS3IAO0 L
Figure 5.1.5Map of Primary and Secondary Greenway Route
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Source: ExercisgExploreg Enjoy: A Strategic Plan for Greenways, November 2016, Department for Infrastructure (Dfl)

Further information about the local network of cycling and walking routes is provided in 5.8.
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Radon

Radon is a naturahdioactive gas that occurs at low levels outside but which can become
concentrated in enclosed places, such as houses, workplaces and other buildingsnh@xgosure

to radon increases the risk of lung cancer, particularly in smokerssarakers. Aér smoking, radon
exposure is the second greatest cause of lung cancer. It is estimated to cause 30 deaths per year in
NF.

Public Health England (in conjunction with the GSNI) published a new indicative atlas of Radon levels

in homes throughout Northerireland in 2015. It estimates that some 155,000 homes, about 1 in 5 in
b2NIKSNYy LNBtFyRE BENB y2g Ay W FFSOGSR ! NBlFaQ

An extract from this atlas is shown in Figure 5.1.7. The darker colours on the radon map indicate a

greater probability of high radonJels in a building. The government has recommended that

K2dza SK2ft RSNAR GF 1S FOGA2y (2 NBRdIZOS GKSANI NI} R2y f
Becquerels per cubic metre. The atlas helps inform where measurement of Radon levels may be

required & dwellings, and if necessary, where action may be required to protect homes. It can be

seen in Figure 5.1.7 that there are large sections of DCSD with a 10% or greater probability of

exceeding the recommended action level for Radon.

Figure 5.B:ExtractF N2 Y Wwl R2y Ay b2NIKSNY LNBflFyRY LYRAOLG
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Source: Radon in NI: Indicative Atlas August 2015 © Crown copyright and British Geological Survey © NERC 201

L NI Direct Radon Gas in your Home (foundhatv.nidirect.gov.uk/articles/radegasyourhome)
2D2 @gddzl GbSe wlk R2MialyIR T AN B AKBERS NIF 2dNIR | { K { (-iadorvmagfdr-dostie@2 dddz] kK 32 B¢
irelandpublished)
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5.1.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local DevelopRiant

Without the Local Development Plan (LDP) in place, the Regional Development Strategy (RDS), the
Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS), Area Plans and Planning Policy Statements (PPSs), would
all still be applied and stakeholder consultation waldd continue to inform decisions. The Areas

Plans however were prepared a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. They
were not therefore informed by the needs of our society today.

Some of the measures of health such as asthmabaaxacerbated if there is no change or a
deterioration in environmental conditions. While there are other environmental controls in place, the
lack of a plan would mean that there is less opportunity to site development to reduce negative
interactions letween uses.

5.1.4Key Sustainability Issues for Health and-Yésiig
A The population profile is younger than that for Northern Ireland however trends indicate an
aging population and by 2041 over 65s are expected to represent almost a quarter (24.1%) of
the population.

A Overall, the health of the area is improving.

A However more than one in five people have long term health problems or disability that limit
their dayto-day activities.

A Life expectancy is increasing but is about a year lower comparetheith average.

A Hospital admission rates have dropped for circulatory disease but increased due to
respiratory disease and alcohol related causes.

A While death rates from circulatory, respiratory and external causes have decreased they are
higher for DCSDi8an those for Northern Ireland.

A There are indicators that there is a greater prevalence of mental illness in DCSDC and that
there is an increasing trend.

A Increases in the proportion of older people in the population will increase the requirement
for cae. There is a need to meet the future needs for care and support for older people at
home or in communal homes and to improve access to health services, other facilities and
services.

A Levels of obesity in Northern Ireland and the UK are high by glohdhsia reflecting poor
diet and a relatively sedentary lifestyle.

A The rate of overweight or obese children in DCSDC is higher than the NI average.

A Levels of physical activity are lower than the NI average and much lower than recommended
levels.

A There is aeed to promote physical activity through provision of and ensuring good
accessibility to sports facilities, open space, green infrastructure and walking and cycling
routes.

A ¢CKSNE Aa | JILIAY AYF2NNIGA2Y | 02dzi GKS LINR Q.
A In partcular there is a need for children to have accessible play in places where they feel safe.

A Also there will be a need to enable older people to engage in physical activity to prolong their
healthy lives.

A Development should be sited and designed to conwitbtgreenways where possible.
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More than one in ten people (11%) of people provide unpaid care to family, friends,
YSAIKOo2dzNE 2NJ 20KSNBR FyR G4KSNB Aa | aidSrRe
allowance (7.1%).

DCSDC shows a higher rataddiptation of accommodation to meet disability or mobility
needs for those 65+ however this will continue to be a need.

Noise and environmental quality are not identified as being significant adverse effects at
present however they can impact on healtidaherefore environmental quality should be
improved, or sustained where it is good, to minimise adverse health impacts.

There is a need to protect and enhance biodiversity to promote positive health benefits.

Ambulance response times are typically éethan those for Northern Ireland however can
be long for rural areas; the location of and access to emergency services can impact on
response times.

There is a very strong correlation between health and income, employment and education.

DCSDC showshaher rate of health deprivation and disability compared with Northern
Ireland and there is an inequality in health with most measures of health being significantly
worse in the most deprived areas.

Good spatial planning can reduce health inequalitiggtwiding a high standard of design
and place making, open space, capacity for any additional services required and accessibility.

Increasing rates of Obesity are a cause for concern. Good spatial planning can encourage a
more active lifestyle, promotecaessibility to sports facilities / Open Space and seek to
manage fast outlets and their proximity to schools.

Our current dependence on the car could be linked to increased rates of respiratory disease.
Car usage reflects our significant urban centreseatensive surrounding countryside.
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5.2 Community

5.2.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies
Community considers demographics, community identity, shared space, prosperity and social
inclusion, crime and community safety, goethtions and the rural population.

An understanding of changes in the makeup of the population helps inform future needs for the plan
area for housing, employment, infrastructure, facilities and amenities. Models of the future
population take account otloer policies, net migration and, for example, health initiatives, which are
likely to have an influence on births, deaths. A consistent requirement of policies related to the
various demographic groups is the need to incorporate equality of treatmerpgrodtunity.

W58t AGSNAYy3I {20AFt [/ KIy3aSQs |y bL 9ESOdziA @S t NE
GFNBSGSR FLIINRFOKSas FYyR (KS RNITO t N\Behde&'YS T2
more equal sociey & KA OK Ay Of zR&@ poverty healitiziliB éducatidnal inequality

and also relates to employment.

== 111

¢KS wS3IA2ylft { NI (S 3ust@in svibrard rdrél sod@unidy By stipoting{rural { { 2
economic development of an appropriate nature andSs@al A & N8 bikeBién& sariallpolicy. It

seeks to enable people to live and work in rural communities with reasonable provision of facilities

while retaining the intrinsic character and value of the countryside and small communities. This

echoes the Rural WhiteaPer Action Plan which also refers to improved infrastructure, transport and

key services; strong community infrastructure which can avail of economic, social and cultural
opportunities; and better linkages between rural and urban areas.

There is growingacognition of the need for provision to take account of the varying needs of

different age groups. The World Health Organisation promotedriggely practices. It states that

Wn agefriendly world enables people of all ages to actively participatenimuoity activities and

treats everyone with respect, regardless of their age. It is a place that makes it easy for older people to
stay connected to people that are important to tl#his ethos is reflected in the objectives of the

Active Ageing Stratgd20162021 which includes aims such as themtinated delivery of suitable

warm housing and timely and reliable transport provision. Other aims include social participation and
volunteering opportunities which help address isolation and lonelinesdarattive participation

and citizenship of older people in decision making on policies and the provision of services. The draft
b2NIKSNY LNBfFyYyR / KAf RNB Y2027 grénotes2capération aghangdt SQa { G N
Departments, Agencies and othendee deliverers. Its aims include that children and young people

are provided the opportunity to experience good relations with those of a different race, religion or
culture.

Together: Building a United Community Stratégygnother Executive programniehas a vision for

W united community, based on equality of opportunity, the desirability of good relations and
reconciliation one which is strengthened by its diversity, where cultural expression is celebrated and
embraced and where everyone can, ligarn, work and socialise together, free from prejudice, hate
and intoleranc€ dt includes a commitment to create a-§8ar Programme to reduce interface

barriers, with the aim of removing them entirely by 2023 via an Interface Barrier Support Package

The Derry City and Strabane Corporate Plan-2029 is committed to delivering improved social,
economic, and environmental outcomes for everyone. One of their corporate objectives seeks to
promote healthy communities. Following a revision of annues r@cross the Council area it is
anticipated that 17% of expenditure will go towards health and communities in 2019/20.

1 World Health OrganizationAgeing and lifecourse/Towards an Adendly world (found ahbttps://www.who.int/ageing/agefriendly-
world/en/)

2Together: Building a United Community Strategy (Date published: 23 Mayh2p%3jwww.executiveoffice
ni.gov.uk/publications/togethebuildingunited-communitystrategy

3 The Executive Office: Together: Building a United Community Strategy
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¢tKS @GAraAirzy 2F GKS 5SNNE /AdGe IyR {dNXolyS 5AaiNH
Plan201FH noH Q A & oO#derous KndEugtdinglideXitylaiNDDistrict with equality of

2L NI dzyAde F2NIFEfdQ ! 1S@ FYOAGAR2Y G6AGKAY GKASZ
This will be realised through a vibrant and resilient community and voluntary sector, safer

communities, improved access to quality facilities and services and citizens who are actively engaged

in decision making processes.

5.2.2 Baseline information

The Community Planning Resource Support Pack June 2015 and updates (May 2017) found at Derry
and Strabane Statistics provide detailed information on the community profile for our council. In
addition the following evidence papers which can be foundmatv.derrystrabane.com/Idare

relevant to this tog: EVB3 Population & Growth Strategy; EVEB16ommunity Infrastructure.

Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service data in general and its Area Profile for DCSD at
December 2016 have been important data sources. The baseline data also riéferadb8 Equality
Awareness Survey which measured attitudes towards specific equality groups and perceptions and
experiences of unfair treatment. The survey of over 1000 people followed a similar structure and
O2yiGSyid G2 GKIG 27 dquiliy AwaenessBankeys 2910 2008 3ME006R dza 9

Population Distribution

As of June 2018 DCSD has a population of approximately 150,000 people and a land area of
approximately 1,245 square kilometres therefore the average population density is 12@taee he
which is low by comparison to the rest of NI although there is wide variation and some very sparsely
populated rural areas. It is estimated that 71% of the population live in urban areas whereas 29%
reside in the rural aréa However, based on th#& settlements in the District, 84% of the population
live within designated settlements with the remaining 16% of the population living in the rural area.
Outside the larger population centres such as Derry and Strabane, the dispersed pattern creates
chdlenges for service provision especially in the more rural and remote areas of the District.

Based on 2016 population projections produced by NISRA, the population of DCSD is expected to
decrease from 150,142 in 2016 to 149,050 in 2032. Further projectiditipate this trend will

continue. In addition to a shrinking population it is also an ageing population with a rise in those aged
65+. It is expected that those over 65+ will represent over a fifth of the population of DCSD by 2032.
An ageing populain will place additional demands on health and community services while
fluctuations in the under 16s could have implications for service provision such as schools.

The rate of population growth for DCSD has been lower than that for Northern Irelanthale.a w

1 NISRA: Urban Rural Estimates 2017
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Figure 5.2.1: Projected DCSDC Population 22081
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Religious Belief, Identity, Language and Ethnicity

On Census Day 27th March 2011, 72.16% of the DCSD population belonged to or were binught up
the Catholic religion and 25.40% belong to or were brought up in a 'Protestant and Other Christian
(including Christian related)' religlo dCSD has a strong majority Catholic background in comparison
to NI. Those of other religions were slightly belloe/Northern Ireland percentage and the number
reporting no religion (1.8%) was significantly lower than the NI average (5.59%).

In respect of identity 26.20% indicated that they had a British national identity, 50.75% had an Irish
national identity an®6.54% had a Northern Irish national ideri(ityspondents could indicate more
than one national identity.)

In the 2011 census 1.39% were from an ethnic minority population (NI: 1.72%) and the remaining
98.61% were white (including Irish Traveller) (BIR&F. 1.7% of the of the Districts resident

population reported that they did not have English as their first languake 2018 Equality

Awareness Survey found that attitudes towards the different groups were generally positive. The
previous negativattitudes that existed towards Irish Travellers fell from 30% in 2011 to 19% in 2016.

Political Opinion
At the 2019 Local Elections the results for the different political parties were as follows:

Alliance Two Councillors elected

Aontt¢ One Councilloelected

Democratic Unionist Parteven Councillors elected
Independent Four Councillors elected

People Before Profit Alliancéwo Councillors elected
Social Democratic Labour Party Councillors elected
Sinn Féinll Councillors elected

Ulster Uniorst Party Two Councillors elected

I Iy I D D D D

INISRA: Census 2011: Religion or Religion Brought Up In : KS212NI (administrative geographies)
2NISRA: Census 2011: National Identity (Classification 2): KS203NI (administrative geographies)
3NISRA: Census 2011: Ethnic Group: KS201NI (administratiragpbesy

4NISRA: Census 2011: Main Language KS207NI (administrative geographies)
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Marital Status

Between 2001 and 2011 there has been an increase in the number of single people in Northern

Ireland. IN DCSD the trend is similar albeit with a higher proportion of single people (40.39%) than

the NI averge (36.14%). This is reflected in the fact that fewer people are married in DCSD than the

NI average. The proportion of divorced (5.39) and widowed (6.09) is close to that for Northern

Ireland.

LYONBIFasSa Ay WakiifcEash@nuidersfaoapfs Rag chSokdinat @ garry, e.g.

0KS wS3IAAGNI NI DSYSNIfQa NBLRNI 2F wamt yz2daSa GKI
marriage, compared to only 13 per cent three decades ago.

Single people may have different housing requirementsw@adhave less purchasing power or

different social needs to those who are married. Young single people may be a key consideration in
the economy of town centres, as they can provide a significant part of the market for the evening
economy, for example jpubs, clubs and restaurants. However, single people may also experience
social exclusion, particularly the elderly, disabled and single parents.

Sexual orientation

Data on sexual orientation is not available at council level and there are no directesgbsuefore

while it can be assumed that the population includes lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender persons
there is no indicator of the proportion of the population represented by these groups. The 2018
Equality Awareness Survey did illustrate negadttitudes towards transgender persons in 2011

(22%)), this fell to 9% in 2016 and negative attitudes towastéan, gay or bisexual persons
decreasedrom 21% in 2008 to 6% in 2016 with an 83% change to positive views.

Gender

On Census day 2March 2011, 49.06% of the usually resident population were male and 50.94%
were female. The Health and Wellbeing Chapter of the report highlights that life expectancy for both
sexes remains below the NI average by approximately 1 year.

Persons with a dability and persons without

On Census Day 27th March 2011Deérry and Straban®2.9%%0f people had a lorterm health
problem or disability that limited their dag-day activities; and1.27%of people stated that they
provided unpaid care to familffjends, neighbours or others. There are likely to be discrepancies
across DCSD reflecting differences in the age composition and deprivation.

Crime, Safety and Deprivation

Communities living in Derry City & Strabane District have two Local PolicingdRas)sbased in

Strand Road and Strabane Police Stations, providihg@4cover. These officers are supported by

four Neighbourhood Policing Teams (NPTs), based in Strand Road, Waterside and Strabane Police
Stations, which are mobile and deployed teaarto deal with critical issues. One of the key actions of

0KS /2YYdzyAte tftry A& (2 WNBRAZOS ONAYSI RA&2NRSN
lyR O2yGSaitSR &Ll OS A&aadzsSa IyR AYLINRGS alF¥SieoQ
declined from 2008/09 to 2018/19 as can be seen in Figure 5:2:3. There has been a decrease in the
overall incidences of robbery and criminal damage. However, there has been a steady increase in the
number of reported incidences of sexual offences, trafiiclrugs and possession of drugs since

2001/02 to 2018/18 In DCSDC the largest motivation to result in a hate crime is sectarianism, with

121 incidents in 2018/19 although there has been a general fall since 2010/11 when the figure stood

at 201. All graps may find their environment less inclusive due to hate crime including unreported
incidents.

L NISRA Marital Status (administrative geographies), 2001 Census and NISRA Marital Status and Civil Partnership 3€itlisdsnage,
2PSNI Statistics: Recorded Crimes by Policing District
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Figure 5.2: Number of police recorded crime offences (excluding fraud) in DCSD 2008/09 to 2018/19
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Source: PSNI Statistics

The Northern Ireland MultiplBeprivation Measure (NIMDM) 2017 scores areas in NI across several
deprivation domains including income, employment, access to services and crime. Scores range from

one (most deprived) to 890 (least deprived). Spatially there is a wide range of scasstacro

Council area. East Super Output Area (SOA) scores lowest out of all Northern Ireland in terms of

Ydzf GALX S RSLINAGI GA2Yy 6AGK + NIyl 2F mMd hdzi 27F {F
that have a multiple deprivation measure (MDM) raitkiw the top quintile which is almost half of

GKS {h! Qad ¢KS KAIKSad NIylAy3Ia F2N Ydzf GALIX S RSL
and the town of Strabane and its rural hinterlands. There are links with deprivation, crime and poor

healthas can be seen from Table 5:2:1 which highlights that those areas with a lower Crime &

Disorder rank (with the exception of Pennyburn 1) are also likely to have a low ranking in terms of

health deprivation and multiple deprivation.

Table 5:2:1DCSD Depstion Rank for Crime, Health and MDM

Crime & Disorder Rank Health Deprivation & NIMDM Rank
Disability Domain Ran
The Diamond 1 44 6
Strand 1 10 36 5
Shantallow West 1 19 13 19
Pennyburn 1 24 421 419
Crevagh 2 28 9 3
Shantallow West 2 29 46 27
Culmore 2 30 22 22
Ebrington 2 33 104 38
Rosemount 44 105 68
Brandywell 50 476 13

Source: NISRA 2017 NIMDM
Access to services is an issue across more rural parts of the District with Plumbridge SOA ranked
f2gSad 27 Ittt {h! Qad AY b2NIKSNYy LNBtlIyR®

Shared Space and Community Facilities
DCSD operates eight leisure facilities across the District, as well as a range of other community
facilities such as community centres and libraries. Derry already has a distinct urban identity as

Page37 November 2019



Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

exhibited in the aras such the grid pattern layouts of the Walled City and Clarendon Street area. In
the modern era, the Riverside Strategy Framework within the Derry Area Plan 2011, which included
the concept of the Peace Bridge, has transformed the heart of the city. déreemstrate good
placemaking and reflect the river setting and hillsides and public spaces which give its unique setting
and provide space for interaction. This model, which integrates place and people, can be scaled to
communities across the council are

5.2.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

Without our LDP in place, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied and
stakeholder consultation would also continue to inform decisions. The Areas Blaritowever
prepared a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. They were not therefore
informed by the needs of our society today.

In the absence of a new plan there is a risk that policies and provision for development wilkkcot ref
the needs of our council area or support delivery of our community plan. A new plan brings an
opportunity to develop a plan led system and to reflect the most recent strategies.

Population trends are largely influenced by other factors such as birth and death rate which in turn
reflect many other factors such as health. Migration is subject to external influences such as national
policy and the regional economy however it can bésdirectly influenced by the physical, economic
and social environment. Planning can have an influence on this by creating the conditions for
investment and place shaping to make it more attractive to live.

5.2.4Key Sustainability Issues for Community

A The evidence relating to the population, community and safety indicates the following issues
to be considered in preparing the LDP.

A The rate of population growth has been lower than for NI and is expected to decline by 2041
to a rate lower than today.

A There is a commitment and need to promote social inclusion through appropriate and
accessible shared space and applying place making to make areas inclusive for all
backgrounds, abilities and income levels.

A There are a greater number of more deprived araad neighbourhoods in DCSDC than in
other councils, particularly in Derry and Strabane urban areas and in the rural hinterland
surrounding Strabane.

A There is evidence that there is a high level of deprivation, particularly in terms of proximity to
servi@s, in some rural areas.

A The highest concentrations of deprivation with respect to proximity to services in DCSD
occurs in Banagher, Claudy 2, Clare, Dunnamanagh, Glenderg, Plumbridge and Slievekirk.

A 2KAES GKS YIFAY NBfAIAR VAN 0 Y/ YUKSR A2045 NN fWt Al
population is represented by more than 70% of one of these.

A Design should seek to remove barriers that restrict life choices for disabled people.

A The community is not ethnically diverse; however the needs of myirgrotips must be taken
into account.

A The proportion of households with dependent children is higher than the NI average although
it has started to decline and will continue to do so.

A Planning has a significant role to play in future design and creatingtat and welcoming
places to live.
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5.3Housing

5.31Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Good quality sustainable housing is a fundamental need of society and can make a significant positive
contribution to community cohesion and the character of our built environment. It is the role of the
LDP to facilitate land proactively for the deliveifp@mes to meet the variety of future housing

needs, together with the opportunities for people living there to make healthy lifestyle choices and
benefit from community services and facilities.

Our regional policy recognises the importance of housirgjdtion to sustainable development. It
acknowledges the potential links between good quality, sustainable housing that enables access to
jobs, facilities, services and infrastructure, and the benefits this can bring to wider society. Policy
encourages haing near to public transport links and in residential areas with adequate facilities
already in place. Consideration of local character and the environment, as well as attractive design,
are also viewed as key elements for sustainable developr@add gality, sustainable housing

supports wider society including the most disadvantaged who can be supported through the access to
high quality social housing.

Good quality housing is essential to safety andvegtig. Availability of appropriate housing and

access to community and social services influences the independence and quality of life of older
people. New homes should be capable of being lifetime homes and be built to wheelchair accessible
standards. Good quality housing developments promotebeilly and health improvement

through design to encourage walking and cycling, and use of open space for recreation. Fuel poverty
can be tackled through housing design that aims for acbmwon future, which also helps local air

guality and our contributiomito climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Regional policy recognises that housing growth needs to be managed to achieve sustainable patterns
of residential developmenthis can be achieved by promoting housing within existing hubs and
clusters andy using vacant and underutilized land including brownfield sites. Regional policy
encourages 60% of new housing to be in the hubs and clusters and to use brownfielthsiteseds

of rural dwellers, those on low incomes, the vulnerable, the eldedydigabled and the homeless

should also be considered in housing policy.

The Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Plar2223was produced by the Northern

Ireland Housing Executive and identifies a number of desired outcomes in terms of hoD&ny i

/I AdGe YR {(iNIOolIySd ¢KS K2dzAaAy3d @GAaArAzy TFT2NJ 5SNNE
fAGS AY Iy FFF2NRFIO6GES yR RSOSYyid K2YS3IZ | LILINE LINR |
Outcomes identified within the plan include pialy people find housing support and solutions,

delivering better homes, fostering sustainable communities and delivering quality public services.

Derry City and Strabane District Council (DCSD) Corporate Plan and Improvement Performance Plan
2019 sets th overall strategic direction with a number of objectives related to the promotion of

healthy communities, protection of the environment and delivery of physical regeneration, the

growth of business and facilitation of cultural development with facitand effective cross

functional support systems. The corporate plan objectives most relevant to this topic is the promotion
of healthy communities and the protection of our environment and delivery of physical regeneration.

The vision for Derry and Steake Districts Inclusive Strategic Growth Plan ZT32 Community Plan

Ad F WIKNAGAY3IAZ LINPALISNRdza | yR adadlAylotS /AdGe
GKS 1Seé& 2dzi 02YSa A-proteding &nd 8hizaBcingy thed@Bh NRdaYUSIHyAlyd Qo f{& Y S
actions to achieve this include the delivery of a new Local Development Plan, supporting the
implementation of the Urban Villages Programme in the Bogside, Fountain and Bishop Street areas,
delivering regional and major local regenerapoojects such as Ebrington and Fort George and

through the provision of high quality social and private housing in sustainable and urban

neighbourhoods. This outcome will be realised through the development of the Local Development
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Plan which will contritte to the development of sustainable communities and to meet housing need.
The Community Plan identifies student housing developments as one of the Key strategic capital
projects to be substantially progressed by 2025. This is in connection with plapaedien at

Magee and the North West Regional College.

5.3.2Baseline Information

The Community Planning Resource Support Pack June 2015 and updates (May 2017) found at Derry
and Strabane Statistics provide detailed information on the community profderf@ouncil. In

addition the following evidence papers which can be foundmatv.derrystrabane.com/Idare

relevant to this topic: EVE3Population & Growth Strategy, EMB8ettlements, EVBSHousing.

Households, Projections and Profile

In 2016 the number of households within DCSD was 57,544 househtddseholds are projected to

increase by 4.6% to 2032, with the number of households projected to be &0;2idever, the

number of households is expedtto peak in 2036 at 60,319 and slowly begin to decline to 60,203 in

2041. This is in keeping with population projections which shows that DCSD will have a projected
population decrease whilst all other Council areas in Northern Ireland are expectimgagipo

increase of varying rateRegionally household sizes are decreasing with the average household size
expected to be 2.42 by 2041.In 2016 the average household size for DCSD was 2.58 which was above

the regional average. However, by 2041 the awetagusehold size is expected to decrease to 2.39

which will be below the NI average. By 2041 the proportion of people over 65 is expected to account
F2NJ 2dzA G dzy RSNJ I ljdzZt NIISNI 2F b2NIKSNY LNBflFyRQa L
aon®t:: AYONBlFasS Ay GKS ydzyoSNI 2F 2@SNJcpQa G2 wun
the population age 65 and over is likely to increase the need for housing that can accommodate the

needs of the elderly.

Figure 5.3.1: Age DistributionRépulation DCSD 2016, 2026, 2032 and 2041

2016 2026 2032 2041

o

Y ap

m Aged 0-15 = Aged 1664 Aged b5+
Source: NISRA: 2016 based Population Projections

Housing Growth Indicators

Housing Growth Indicators (HGIs) provide an estimate of future housing need in Northern Ireland. The
figures are based on current popudat/ household formation trends and assume that these trends

will continue into the futuré

Central government provided a Housing Growth Indicator figure of 5,000 covering the period 2012
2025. This gives an annual figure of 385 dwellings. Projecte@@bm2032 this gives an allocation
of 6,545 dwellings over the lifetime of the Local Development Plan-ZIIB7)

1 NISRA 2016 based household projections for Northern Ireland, published in December 2018
2NISRA 2016 based household projections for Northern Ireland, published in December 2018
3NISRA/ Land and Pty Services, 2012 based Housing Growth Indicators (HGIs)
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Table 5.3.1: Projected New Dwelling Requirement DCSD

Projected Annual Yield Projected New Dwelling Requirement 2@0B82

385 6,545

Source: Local Development Plan Evidence Base 5: Housing

Dfl released updated HGI figures on th& 3&ptember 2019. The newest HGI figure for DCSD for the
period covering 202030 is 4,100 which is a reduction of 2,445 units from the previous HGI
calcubtion. This gives an annual figure of 293 units a year.

Dwelling Completion Rates

In 2012, the projected annual dwelling completion rate was approximately 365 dwellings per annum
based on historical trend data over 201 Dto 201415'. Completion ratesra based on historical

trend data and therefore reflect economic conditions at the time. The latest dwelling completion
rates for the District demonstrate that dwelling completion rates have been increasing year on year
since 2015. The highest number ofadimgs completed was in Q2 2019. In 2016,2017 and 2018 the
annual dwelling completion rate exceeded the 2012 based HGI annual rate of 385. If Q3 and Q4 of
2019 continues at the same rate as previous years, it is likely that it will surpass this figure too

Figure 5.3.2: New Dwelling Completions DCSD (Q2QR1219)
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Source: Land and Property Services, Northern Ireland New Dwelling Statistics, 2019

New dwelling development in DCSD has been mainly driven by the private sector with 65% of new
dwellings ompleted between Q2 20182 2019 being completed by this sector. When comparing

DCSD completion rates for social housing during this time frame DCSD had the second highest rate of
social dwelling completions (742) behind Belfast City Council {1194)

Housing Supply and Distribution

The existing Derry Area Plan (DAP) and Strabane Area Plan (SAP) define the settlement strategy for

the district. Both the Derry Area Plan and Strabane Area Plan are well past their notional end dates

and were prepared before thatroduction of the RDS. Evidence Baggusing indicates that the

51t F20dzaSR Y2aid 2F GKS OAadGeQa ANRgOIK 2y GKS LISN
identified small settlements which acted as local focal points in the countryls&l8AP designated

four tiers of settlements which are as follows; Strabane was designated as the District Town, local

1 Dfl 2012 Based Housing Growth Indicators
2Land and Property Services, Northern Ireland New Dwelling Statistics 2019
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towns, villages and hamlets. Both development plans favoured focusing development in main hubs
and settlements.

Between 1999 and 2013, pximately 79% of all the houses built across the foDegry District

were developed in Derry City where 595 hectares of land has been zoned for housing in the Derry
Area Plan 2011, with an estimated 391 hectares remaining undeveloped. Within the villages, the
greatest growth was in Culmore and Eglinton with disproportiograeth across some of the

smaller settlements. In the former Strabane District Council area, approximately 49% of all the
houses built across the settlements were developed in Strabane Town followed by Castlederg, Sion
Mills and Newtownstewart. Withimé villages, there have been notable build rates in Artigarvan and
Erganagh, as well as significant growth in a number of the hamlets such as Bready, Glenmornan and
Donagheady.

Figure 5.3.3Percentage of Developed Land as of 2013 Housing Monitor
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Derry City Villages Small Strabane TownLocal Towns  Villages Hamlets
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o O O O
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m % Developed m % Undeveloped

Source Local Development Plaavidence Paper-8Housing

Of the 201718 rural approvals approximately 22% were for new rural single dwellings. The DCSD new
rural dwelling approval rate is lower than the NI new rural dwelling approval rate of approximately
2494,

Affordable Housing

¢CKS {tt{ adalrdsSa GKIG WFTTF2NRIFI0fS K2dzZaAy3IQ NBf I (S
CKS 1 2dAaAy3 9ESOdziAGS OdNNBydte RSFAYS I FF2NRIof
housing for eligible househaf® Q@ ¢ KS 5SLI NI YSyYyd F2NJ /2YYdzyAdASa K
consultation exercise to seek views on its proposals to change the definition of affordable housing.

Once this work is completed it is envisaged that the definition will encompass aamigieiof

intermediate housing products. Demand for social rented housing is prevalent within DCSD as

indicated by the Derry City and Strabane Investment Housing Plan (HHR2B28b@ial rented

housing need for the district has consistently increasesk 2014 which displays evidence that social

rented housing provision needs to be increased to meet with ever growing demand. In March 2019

there were 4,510 applicants on the waiting list with 3,401 of those in housing stress. There were 917
allocations ovethe year.

The fiveyear assessment for 202823 projects a need for 2,744 social rented housing units in the
district. Social rented housing need is greatest in the Westbank of Derry City (2,009) followed by the

! Department for Communities: Northern Ireland Housing Statistics 217
2NIHE: Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Plar22019
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Waterside (447) and Strabane Town (1389% of the housing stress waiting list is comprised of

single, older persons and small family households. Upon analysis of housing and population
projections it is expected that the demand for one and two bedroom dwellings will increase given the
increa®d rate of those over 65 years old and the decrease in household size. Future household mix in
newly developed social housing will need to cater for these household groups.

Figure 5.3.4Social Rented Housing Need by Settlement DCSE22018
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Source: Deyr City and Strabane Housing Investment Plan-2023

There are a number of social rented affordable housing schemes planned and started as part of the
social housing development progranimie 2018/19 223 general needs and two supported housing
units werecompleted across Derry City and Strabane. From March 2019 there were 1,242 units on
site. Going forward there are 1,485 general needs housing units planned and 9 supported housing
units.NIHE aim to target affordable housing on land already owned byahdiwhere such land is
unavailable they recommend that Housing Associations and developers refer to the Housing
Executives Commissioning Prospectus.

Table5.3.2 Number of Affordable Housing Units Onsite and Planned 213
Affordable Housing ~ Onste March 2019 Planned 2012022

Schemes

Units 1,242 1,494 2736
Source: NIHE: Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Pla202G19

The DCSD HIP 20623 highlights that low income households can find difficulty accessing the owner
occupied marketreating demand for intermediate housing. The Housing Executive estimates
intermediate housing demand for the district at approximately 43 units per annum for the 2018 to
2028 period. There was an active stock of 37dwoership dwellings at March 2019, &f which

were purchased during 2018/19.

The Housing Executive commissioned a Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment in 2002,2008
and 2015. In 2019, new research will be undertaken to provide the necessary information to enable a
new Irish Traveller Siregy for the period 202@5. Transit sites are currently provided for Travellers

at Greenbrae transit site in Strabane and Ballyarnett transit site in Derry.

NIHE: Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Plaf23019
2 Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Plan-2819
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Tenure and Housing Type

In 2011, owner occupation accounted foP6®f housing tenure in Northern Ireland. The percentage

of owner occupiers in DCSD accounted for 60% of all housing stock which is significantly lower than
the NI average/hilst the owner occupied sector accounts for the largest proportion of dwelling

tenure in DCSD it is apparent that the social and private rented sector plays an important role within
DCSD with a larger proportion of social and private dwelling tenure than the NI average. Private rental
is now the chosen tenure of accommodation for manydeholds. The Derry City and Strabane

Housing Investment Plan indicates that this particularly the case for young households who may have
availed of social housing or have become first time buyers in previous decades.

Figure 5.&: DCSD Dwelling Tenu@l2

Derry City and Strabane —
Northern Ireland —

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

m Dwelling Tenures: Owner Occupied (%) m Dwelling Tenures: Private Rented and Others (%)
m Dwelling Tenures: Social Housing (%)

Source: NISRA, Dwelling Tenure (administrative geographies) 2011

The housing stock of DCSD increased by 8.4% between 2008 and 2019. Over the pegi@gd2®12
the proportion of houses by property type has been fairly consistent with 34% terraéed, 29
detached, 26% sendietached and 11% apartments. There is a higher percentage of terraced in the
district than the NI average.

Table 5.38: Number of Dwellings by Typépril 2019

District Apartment Detached SemiDetached Terrace Total Housing
Council Stock
6,654 18,361 16,077 21,370 62,462
Derry City and
Strabane 11% 29% 26% 34% 100%
85,680 284,547 201,574 227,170 798,971
Northem 11% 36% 25% 28% 100%
Ireland

Source: Land and Property Services: Annual Housing Stock Statisti28 2908

Housing Stress and Homelessness

The Housing Executive Homelessness Strategy?0ld v WO Y RAY 3 | 2YSt SaaySaa ¢
strategic direction on how homelessness is addressed in Northern Ireland and aims to ensure that

people avoid reaching a point erisis. The Derry City and Strabane Housing Investment Plan 2019

2023 noted that the number of people presenting themselves as homeless had increased from 1,996

in March 2018 to 2,079 in March 2019. There has also been an increase in applicants bided) awa

WFdzE f Rdzdié LI AOIYydQ adGlddza 6aidl Gdzi2aNRf & K2YSE S
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The main causes of homelessness in the Council area were due to accommodation not being
reasonable, family disputes/breakdowns, loss of rented accommaodation, neighbourhosshtemt

and domestic violenc&he Housing Executive have a range of temporary accommodation within the
Council area which include 180 privately owned single lets and 16 homeless schemes which provide
220 units of accommodation. 642 placements into tempoeamcommaodation were made between
2018/19.

Affordability

Housing affordability is determined by price, average incomes and access to borrowing. The Housing
Market Review and Perspectives 2218 8 reports that house price to income ratios are now at

more sustainable levels and access to lending has become easier. Housing in Northern Ireland has
been showing steady growth with a 3.5% increase in house prices in Q2 2019 over 12 months (see
Table 5.3.7 below). For the same period DCSD experienced a 3e&gdmcrouse prices with the
standardised house price for the Council area reported to be £123,184, which is the second lowest
standardised house price in Northern Ireland.

Housing Market Review and Perspectives ZIEB reports that, while affordabilithas improved
significantly in recent years across most housing market areas, 68% of homes are still unaffordable for
first time buyers who may encounter difficulties in securing a mortgage.

Table 5.3t Northern Ireland House Price Index Quarter 2 Z&dfinistrative geographies)
LGD 2014 Index (Quarter 2 Percentage Chang' Percentage Chang' Standardised Price

2019) on Previous over 12 months (Quarter 2 2019)
Quarter
Derry City and 130.1 1.3 3.7 £123,184
Strabane
Northemn Ireland 123.3 0.8 35 £136767

Source: NISRA Northern Ireland House Price Index Quarter 2 2019 (administrative geographies)

In H2 2018, Market research showed that outside Belfast, Derry and Strabane had a lower volume of
rental transactions (251) when compared to other Councélsaseich as Ards and North Down (873).
The average monthly rent was £526 which was below the NI average &f £622

1 Ulster UniversityPerformance of the Private Rental Market
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Figure 5.3.6: Number of Lettings by Local Government District (outside Belfast) H1 2018 and H2 2018
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Source: Ulstedniversity, Performance of the Private Rental Market: H2 2018

Fuel Poverty

Afuel poorhouseholds one needingto spendin exces®f 10%of its householdncomeon all fuel
useto achievea satisfactorystandardof warmth. It assessethe abilityto meetall domesticenergy
costsincludingspaceandwater heating,cooking lightsand appliances.

Key findings of the Northern Ireland House Condition Survey 2016 show a reduction in fuel poverty
and improvements in energy efficiency of households in Northeland. In 2016 31% of

households were living in fuel poverty in DCSD which is the second highest rate of fuel poverty behind
Mid Ulster (33%). DCSD have also shown the least improvement in fuel poverty rates since 2006 with
only a 2% improvement. In BO 660 measures were carried out to 351 private properties under the
Affordable Warmth Scheme in 2018/19.

Table5.35: Household#n FuelPoverty(10%definition) by CouncilArea2016

Council 2006 2016
% of Fuel Poverty % of Fuel Poverty

Antrim andNewtownabbey 25 14
Ards and North Down 37 20
Armagh, Banbridge and Craigavon 33 24
Belfast 39 15
Causeway Coast and Glens 36 27
Derry and Strabane 33 31
Fermanagh and Omagh 35 26
Lisburn and Castlereagh 29 13
Mid and East Antrim 35 22
Mid Ulster 38 32
Newry, Mourne and Down 35 26
Total 34 22

SourceNIHEHouseConditionSurveyMain Report2016

L NIHE, Nghern Ireland House Condition Survey 2016
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Deprivationg LivingEnvironmenRankings

TheNorthernlrelandDeprivationMeasure2017 explorethe relativedeprivationmeasuresf small
geographicahreasknownasSuperOutputArea(SOAsThereare 890 SOA$n Northernlreland,of
whichthere are 75in DCSDDeprivationis groupedinto sevendomains.TheLivingEnvironment
Domainidentifiesareasexperiencingleprivationin termsof the qualityof housingaccesgo suitable
housingandthe outdoor physicaknvironment.t comprisesiine indicators including: the proportion

of unfit dwellingspr require adaptations; or in need of repair; overcrowded households, road traffic
collisions; road defects and the proportion of properties in flood risk ‘areas

¢CKSNBE INBE mp {h!Qad ¢A0GKAY GKS G2L) ljdAyGAtS 2F RS
these are concentrated around Derry City as can be seen in Figure 5.3.8 below. Strand 1 is the most
deprived SOA in DCSD with a rankirod,

Figure 5.3.7Map showing Living Environment Domain Rankings for DCSD
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Source: NISRA NI Multiple Deprivation Measures 2017

Vacancy Rates, Unfitness and Decent Homes

Vacancy rates are often an indicator of stock condition and the availability of existing housing sto

Dwellings unfit for habitation and second homes that are unoccupied contribute to vacancy rates

reducing the supply of available housihije2016HouseConditionSurveynotesthat there hasbeen
asignificantdecreasén the numberof vacantproperties between2006and2016,40,300and 28,500
respectively.Owneroccupiedhomeswere morelikelyto be vacantthan anyother tenuretype.

.806SSYy wnmm YR Hnmc GKSNB ¢6Fa I RSONBFrasS Ay (K
stock from 4.6% t0.2%. The three most common reasons for a property being classified as unfit in

! Northern Ireland Assembly: Research and Information Service Research Paper, Multiple Deprivation in Northern Ireladd, publish
June2018
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2016 were: Dampness (9,300 dwellingsBerious disrepair (9,100 dwellingd)nsatisfactory
facilities for the preparation and cooking of food (8,800 dwellings). The Kil4E Bondition Survey
2016 found that dwellings in the Derry urban area/large towns were least likely to be unfit.

W5SO0Syi K2YSaQ O2yaARSNE F NIry3aS 2F FIFO0G2NBR o0Se@:
The proportion and number of stock failifig decent homes standard has fallen by 70% since 2001.
5.3.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

Without our LDP in place, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied and
stakeholder consultation wddialso continue to inform decisions. The Areas Plans were however

prepared a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. They were not therefore

informed by the needs of our society today.

Under such a scenario there would be less ojymity to consider current zonings for housing and
adapt to meet the areas of greatest need. There would also be less opportunity to design housing
policy to accommodate the changing demography of the Council area and the identified social
housing need flomore single elderly and small adult households.

All the existing plans were not prepared in the context of the new council areas and do not reflect the
economic growth and social development for our area. Therefore, in the absence of a new plan there
is a risk that policies and provision for development will not reflect the needs of our council area or
support delivery of our community plan. A new plan brings an opportunity to develop a plan led
system and to reflect the most recent strategies.

Applyirg sustainability appraisal will enable a more strategic and balanced plan for the future.
Considerations for future housing include the availability of or capacity to provide necessary
infrastructure, energy efficiency, a good quality environment, acdéygsib employment and
services, and to forms of transport that reduce reliance on private cars and address social
considerations such as the vitality of towns and provision of care.

5.3.4 KeySustainabilityssues for Housing
A A changing demography has created a high demand within social rented housing for 1 and 2
bedroom households. The growing ageing population combined with the decreasing
household size will increase demand for smaller households.

A Increasing demand for smadlaccommodation could lead to lack of supply and make smaller
accommodation less affordable.

A The total social housing need for DCSDC for-2028 has been assessed at 2,744 units.

A The proportion of social housing stock in DCSDC area is considerabiytiaigtihe
Northern Ireland figure.

A Some sites zoned for housing within the Borough have minimal development, identifying why
land has gone undeveloped may be necessary when considering future land zoning.

A A growing proportion of older people (65+) witirease the need for suitable housing that is
accessible for those who may not drive and which enables support to be provided.

A There will be an increased need to accommodate those with disability.

A Fuel Poverty rates in DCSD have shown theitepsbvement over a ten year period out of
all Council areas.

oA

A mp {h! Q& LINBR2YAYlIyGfe OfdZAGISNBR | NRPdzy R 5 S NNJ
deprivation in Northern Ireland.

A There is an increase in the number of people presenting themselvematehs in the
district.
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>

All new housing should aim to provide life time homes that are accessible and adaptable to all
and meet modern standards.

New housing should be low carbon and avoid the problems of fuel poverty.
Affordable housing is required farvariety of housing types and sizes.

All new housing should help to support healthy lifestyles.

> >y > >

Housing provision should enable social cohesion in families and communities and promote
vibrancy of settlements.

>

Future housing provision should be sustaipddcated and promote active travel.

>

Future housing schemes should seek to include a range of housing tenures.
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5.4 Education and Skills

5.4.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Education and skills takes account of learning fromagyinto third level education, in addition to
vocational training. Good educational and skills outcomes support people to succeed economically,
have better life chances and can enable opportunities for better health.

Low educational attainment and low kklevels significantly constrain life chances and increase the
risk of poverty and poor health. Significant inequality in educational attainment exists within NI.
Access to high quality education and skills training can be increased through coopetatesnb

statutory agencies and other institutions. Overarching policies recognise that the education and skills
levels of the population must improve in order meet the needs of communities and businesses. This
will allow businesses to make use of opporiesifor regional and global trade, and will help create
conditions for increased high quality employment.

Education is one of the most significant investments in developing the individual, society and the
economy. The overall vision of the DepartmentREO | (G A 2 Y  GeBely yourdgpersorg &SS W
achieving to his or her full potential at each stage of his or her develdpent

In recent years there have been a number of influential publications which challenged all those
involved in the education sectar tonsider new approaches. This includes sharing of facilities, which
would promote a more cohesive and tolerant society and may provide a better use of the resources
available to education.

LY HnanndX (GKS 59 Ay idNRRdIzOS Rwas foldwedin 8ealiby dnyiread £ S { OK 2
planning process, designed to address the-teng primary school needs from 202R25. The

overall output of these is the assessment of schools against a set of criteria for sustainable enrolment
levels, delivery of quity education and financial sustainability.

¢ KS Wt NP @A RSkrafegic Arda PlEnddr 8chools 201 H N Q ARSYUGAFASE GKS Ol
education system throughout each Local Government District area. Area planning aims to establish a
network d viable schools that are of the right type, the right size, located in the right place, and have

a focus on raising standards. The aim of area planning is to ensure that all pupils have access to a

broad and balanced curriculum in sustainablepfitpurpose schools. The Education Authority (EA),

AY LI NIYSNBRAKALI gAGK GKS [/ 2dzyOAt F2NJ/ FGK2TfAO al A
Comhairle na Gaelscolaiochta, Governing Bodies Association, Northern Ireland Council for Integrated
Educatio /I K2t A0 {OK22faQ ¢NMHz2iGSS {SNBAOS FyR (KS
Action Plan to identify area planning solutions within each Council.

The draft Programme for Government Framework 2BA51 has 14 outcomes, of which some are

directlyf AY1 SR (2 (GKS LINRPGAaAA2Y 2F | 3I22R $BrdzOl GA2Y
LIS2 LI S Ays O SR ENASAZNONRY WYy R &2dzy3 LISAnditabrsKI @S G K
for achieving these outcomes include reducing educationquadities and improving the quality of

education across NI.

Within a land use planning context, LDPs should allocate sufficient land to meet the anticipated
educational needs of the community, and should recognise town centres as important hubs for a
rangeof uses which include education. Within a rural context, policy requires that people who live in
the countryside also have opportunities to access high quality education.

The Derry and Strabane Corporate Plan 211 aspires to the creation of over Q00 jobs over

the next ten years with associated reductions in unemployment and an improvement in prosperity

and general webeing of all residents specifically targeting need, poverty and inequality. One of the

I 2NLE NI GS tflya 20@&80Vsod8al B GRONABNBB G S dRBA § dzNI
achievements to date include the establishment of an Education & Skills Delivery Partnership
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Infrastructure, Apprenticeship marketing campaign and the design and delivery of software
fundamentals coursen conjunction with North Western Regional College (NWRC).

The Derry City and Strabane District (DCSD) Community Plan the Inclusive Strategic Growth Plan 2017
2032 recognises the importance of a better skilled and educated population. Some key actions to
achieve this include increasing third level student numbers at Magee through its expansion and at
NWRC, promoting educational pathways and apprenticeship frameworks, implementing vocational
education programmes for young people at risk of disengaging apdrsimg community and

parental engagement projects focusing on numeracy and literacy.

5.4.2 Baseline Information

The Community Planning Resource Support Pack June 2015 and updates (May 2017) found at Derry
and Strabane Statistics provide detailed infdraraon the education profile for our council. In

addition the following evidence paper which can be founavatv.derrystrabane.com/Idjs relevant

to this topic: EVB3Population & Growth Strategy. Otheusces are the Education Authority Primary

and Post Primary Schools Annual Area Profile 2016.

Education Facilities

The Department of Education (DE) has overall responsibility for education policy and the Education
Authority (EA) oversees the delivery of education, youth and library services. Within the context of
Derry and Strabane, the Western Regional Office ofAh¢hie Council for Catholic Maintained

Schools and the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education, are the key players.

Pre School Education

There are eight nursery schools and 23 voluntary and private preschool education centres within
DCSDNursey schools provide prechool education for children in their immediate ool year.
Presschools are private or voluntary education settings which may also provide funeszhpod
education places. The number of preschool admissions has beendaltie@012/13 and in 2018/19
there were 511 pupils enrolled in the eight nursey schools within DCSD (9% of all nursery school
enrolments in Northern Ireland).

Primary School Education

Primary education in DCSD is provided by 69 Primary Schools (1§0€§3qb which 22 are

Controlled Primary Schools, 42 Catholic Maintained Primary Schools, one Controlled Integrated
Primary School, one Grant Maintained Integrated and three Other Maintained. The number of pupils
enrolling in Primary schools in the Colacka has increased steadily since 2012. Providing Pathways
identifies that in the 20186 year, which forms the baseline for the report, that there were 14,617
actual enrolments at primary level across the district. Over a quarter of the total approved

ey NRfYSyiGa opXynu F@FAfFotS LIXIFOSa0 6SNB dzyFAf€S
average 22%). The Providing Pathways report also indicates that there will be no projected change in
the age range-Q5 years to 2024 based on 2014 plgpion projectionsHowever, updated

population 2016 projections predict that the age rangkbQ/ears will actually begin to decrease in

the period to 2024nd beyondn DCSD.

Post Primary Education

There are 14 Post Primary Schools in D&fSihichthree are Controlled Schools, four are Voluntary,

six Catholic Maintained and one GMI. Post Primary school admissions have been falling since 2012/13
and in 2018/19 there were 11,897 pupils enrolled in DCSD. The EA Annual Action Plan 2018/19 has
identifiedthat sustainability may be an issue within the Catholic school sector within Derry City and

that managing authorities and trustees will need to consult on options for future provision. Providing
Pathways report highlighted the population in the age rai@&9 years is projected to decrease by

13.6% by 2024.
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Further & Higher Education

Further Education is provided at the North West Regional College (NWRC), its main campus buildings
are located in Derry, Limavady and Strabane with over 26,465 studentyyeae NWRC also works

with many community and statutory organisations to deliver courses in community centres, school
halls and clubs. The Ulster University currently maintains four sites in Northern Ireland, one of which
is located in Magee CollegeDerry; there are currently plans to significantly expand the university

over the Plan period, by approximately 5,000 students

The North West Strategic Growth Partnership identifies opportunities for ongoing collaborative
strategic work by Higher and FuetrEducation Institutions in the North West including Letterkenny
Institute of Technology, Ulster University, Donegal ETB and the North West Regional College, to
deliver on skills needls

Special Education

There are two special school located within DCSD. Ardnashee School and College caters for pupils
aged three to 19 years old and was established in 2014 following the amalgamation of Belmont House
School and Foyle View School. It caters for 265 childrerawitde range of additional special needs

and has 29 classrooms, preschool, five nursery classes, a transition centre and a programme catering
for 16-19 year olds. The school has a large catchment area. The Education Department are currently
reviewing a aw school build project for Ardnashee School and College. Knockavoe School and
Resource Centre located in Strabane provides education for pupils-A§egkars with a wide range

of specialist education needs including those with moderate to severe lgaliffioulties, those on

the autistic spectrum and pupils with complex medical needs. The pupils come from Strabane and the
surrounding area including Sion Mills, Victoria Bridge, Castlederg and Clady.

NI Multiple Deprivation Measure 2017

The Education,k8ls and Training Deprivation Domain in the NIMDM 2017 identifies the prevalence of
poor educational outcomes for children and low levels of qualifications for working age adults. The
indicators used in the ranking of this domain include:

A Proportions opupils attending special schools or attending primary school with Special
Educational Needs stages3

A Absenteeism at primary schools;

A Proportions of school leavers not achieving 5 or more GCSESGatakid equivalent) incl.
English and Maths;

A Proportiors of those leaving school ages 16, 17 and 18 and not entering Education,
Employment or Training;

A Proportions of 181 year olds not enrolled in Higher Education courses;

A Proportions of pupils attending special schools or who are attendingpposiry schols
with special educational needs stages; 3

A Absenteeism at pogirimary schools; and

>

Proportions of working age adults {88) with no or low levels of qualification.

1DCSDC (2018) North West strategic growth priorities top the agendesifpd28 June 2018, found at
https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/Norteststrategiegrowth-prioritiestop-the-age)
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Figure 5.4.1: NIMDM 2017 Education, Skills and Training Domain Rank (Supér€agput
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SourceNISRA NIMDM 2017 SOA Level Results Interactive-Majpsation, Skills and Training Domain (Super Output Areas)

Figure 5:4:1 shows the NIMDM 2017 rank for Super Output Areas in DCSD for the Education, Skills,
Training and deprivation domain. The figure shows that generally speaking the west and south of the
district are ranked higher/ more deprived (the darker [alurs) with the largest clusters of

RSLINAGI GA2y OSYGNBR I NRdzyR 5SNNE OAde IyR {(GNIOGI
1-178) and the most deprived SOA is East SOA located in Strabane (rank 14).

Educational Attainment

Educational aainment for DCSD has been consistently below the NI average for the number of pupils

I OKAS@GAyYy3 |G fSrad p D/{9Qa 3INIYRSa !y G2 | AyoOfd
2018. The percentage rates of educational attainment for those achjgvinB/ { 9 Q&-Cardl RSa ! f
those who achieved 2+ A Levels has fluctuated over the past five years but generally sits either just

below or just above the NI average. Despite fluctuations there has been a general improvement in
educational attainment acroske district in the past five years.

Table 5:4:1 Qualifications of school leavers by 2018 District Council of Pupil Residence 2017/18

Region { OK22f [ SI @SN 2013/14 2014/15 2016/17 2017/18
Achieved 2+ Aevels (or 55.5% 58.9% 58.4% 57.0%
equivalent)

I OKAS@OSR i f
grades A*C (or equivalent) 76.4% 82.0% 82.3% 84.1%

DCSD o s .
I OKASOSR 0 f
grades A*C (or equivalent)
including GCSE English and 58.7% 63.2% 69.3% 70.0%

GCSE Maths
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Achieved 2#-levels (or 55.7% 57.7% 58.5% 56.7%
equivalent)

Il OKAS@SR |G f

grades A*C (or equivalent) 78.6% 81.1% 83.8% 85.2%

N I okASOSR i
grades A*C (or equivalent)
including GCSE English and 63.5% 66.0% 69.6% 70.6%
GCSE Maths
Source: NI School Leavers Survey, Department of Education NI
1. Excludes special and independent schools

2. Includes equivalent qualifications
3. District Council of pupil residence is based on the residential postcode of each indiMidual pupi

However, across the District there is significant variation in educational attainment. The indicators

dzZaSR Ay GKS bLa5a HnmtT akKz2ga GKIFG nwy {h! Qa KI @S
FSH6SNI GKIFIY p D/ {904 OAYRCWRAYINBY IRHAK{ hyRialbiKa?
a0K22ft fSIFOSNAR NBOSAGAY3I FSH6SNI GKFY p D/ {9Qf{ OAy

Skills Level of Working age population
In 2011 the census revealed that the percentage of residents agéd wéh no qualificationwas
higher in DCSDC (27.6%) compared with a rate of 21.3% in NI.

Table 5.4.2: Highest qualifications of all usual residents agéd Q@alification level

Qualification DCSDC NI
None 27.6% 21.3%
Level 1 13.3% 13.2%
Level 2 16.5% 17.0%
Apprenticeship 3.4% 4.1%
Level 3 13.8% 14.4%
Level 4 21.9% 25.8%
Other 3.3% 4.1%

Source: Census of Population, 2011

¢CKS [F02dzNJ C2NOS {dzNBSesx [20Ft ! NBIFI RIFIGIFolFasS NBL
lower rates of employment and economic activity-¢16 0 G KI'y GKS 204KSNJ [ D5QazQ
highest proportion of those with no qualifications ageeb4423.5%) The NIMDM 2017 indicated

that in terms of the Education, Skills and Training indicator that Derry and Strabane had the highest
percentage (43%) of working age adults§2%with no or low levels of qualifications in comparison

with the other NI Guncil areas. This is 15.2% higher than Lisburn and Castlereagh who have the
f2gSaid LISNOSyGlr3asS 2F g2NJAy3a 3AS RdA G4 gAGK y2
in DCSD, more than 50% of the working age populatie4Pbave no or lowevels of qualification.

5.4.3 Likely Evolution of the Baseline within the Local Development Plan

Without our LDP in place, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied.
Stakeholder consultation would also continue to inform decisifithout a new LDP there may be
fewer opportunities to look at school sustainability and settlement patterns or to help facilitate skills
training and further education in areas of greatest need.

5.4.4 Key Sustainability Issues for Education and Skills

A Ensuring access to high quality education is one of the most significant investments in developing
the individual, society and the economy.

A The proportion of children under 16 is projected to decrease over the Plan Period. This could have
implications ontie provision of créches, nurseries and schools, and a rationalisation of second
level education.
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A There was a steady decrease in the number of pupils attendingpostry schools, within
DCSD, in the seven year period 2012/13 to 2018/19.

A Sharing faciliis has been recognised as a way of promoting a more cohesive and tolerant society
and assist a better use of the resources available to education. There is potential for schools
sharing facilities with community centres so that pitches can be used foselfteol open
spaces. In future school grounds could become integrated into community shared space.

A The area has seen an improvement in educational attainment over the last number of years,
K26SOSNE GKS {h! Qa @FINE Ay [GdlIAyYSylo

A In the population as a whellow educational attainment amongst those in work is higher tha
the Northern Ireland average.
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5.5 Economy and Employment

5.5.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Creating the conditions to achieve and maintain stable economic gasevttey aims of all relevant
strategies locally, regionally and within a European context. Economic growth is driven by a healthy
business sector, which itself relies on a base of high quality education, and delivery of relevant skills to
the workforce.

The common thread of relevant economic policies is to achieve sustainable growth of the economy.

In particular, policy recognises the priority in Northern Ireland (NI) to raise competiveness through
increased export, and to identify opportunities in nemgeging and developed markets. The need

to support the development of a more innovatibased economy is also identified and this links to a

high potential for research and development The Draft Northern Ireland Tourism Strategy 2020 was
identifiedintt t ¥D & 2yS 2F (KS WodzAif RAy3a o6f 2014 02
sustainable economy and investing in the future.

Within current planning policy, it is recognised that planning authorities should take a positive
approach to susiaable economic development and enable job creation, giving priority to large scale
proposals with job creation potential, through zoning land and promoting developments in
settlement hubs. Policy also refers to the importance of creating the right iomisdior investment
through supporting urban and rural renaissance, ensuring that settlements remain vital. In terms of
regional policy there is a recognition that accessible land should be made available to promote job
creation and to promote sustainaldeonomic growth at key locations.

The Regional Development Strategy (RDS) 2035 promotes strong, sustainable growth for the benefit
of all parts of Northern Ireland and recognises the importance of cities as drivers of economic growth
especially when linkktogether in mutually supportive networks across wider spatial areas. The RDS
highlights the role that Derflyondonderry plays as a key population and economic centre.

The National Planning Framewarkeland 2040, also outlines the need to enhancegraerince of

the North West Metropolitan Area. Furthermore, the Industrial Strategy for Northern Ireland outlines
the intention to move towards a rebalancing focus and to invest in infrastructure to support growth of
DerryLondonderry as the driver of theoNh West.

The DCSDC Strategic Growth Plan (Community Plan) outcomes which are most relevant to this topic
relate to the Economic Wellbeing Pillar and are;

- We prosper through a strong, sustainable and competitive economy
- We live in the cultural destinatiaf choice
- We are better skilled and educated

To achieve these outcomes, key actions are highlighted under headings; Education & Skills, Enterprise
and the Economy and Tourism, Arts and Culture.

To reinforce and grow Derfy 2 Y R 2 ¥ R S NNE Q aUniN@sityZityl tie expangion of ik v
Ulster University Magee and North West Regional College is highlighted as a key catalytic action to
support improvement objectives for education and skills. The integrated economic strategy identifies
priority sectordor development and growth within the district. Culture and tourism are highlighted
within the community plan as an opportunity to increase revenue and create a positive climate to
support growth in other sectors.

The delivery of the vision and objectiges$ out in the community plan are supported through the
expression of objectives, priorities and actions in the DCSDC Corporate Plan where the Council sets
priorities for budget expenditure and improvement objectives for the period. The headline
improvenent objectives for period 2019/2020 are to increase employment opportunities and
economic growth through a range of measures including creating new businesgpsiatipporting
existing business and delivering visitor growth as a destination of choice.
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The Derry City & Strabane District Tourism Strategy-2018i p = W! bS¢g [ S@St 27F | Y
that the District is a standout heritage destination. The historic and dynamic university city of Derry is
unique. The historic Walls, built heritage &dzf (G dzNB O2Yo Ay S G2 3IAGBS || RA&
The headline goal of the Councils Tourism Strategy is to sustain jobs and outlines aims to double

visitor spend to £100m by 2025. Among the key objectives of the Strategy is to sustain the1685 job
currently supported by the sector and create up to 1000 new jobs.

Catalyst Projects which direct economic development to the region will include:

A The expansion of the University of Ulster at Magee and North West Regional College and
associated investment in skills and pathways to employment

A Investment in Research & Innovation Assets to international scale (including transformative
projects in Healicare innovation, Industrial Digitalisation, Robotics and Automation and
Cognitive Analytics Research)

A Enhancing external & internal connectivity through the A2 Economic Corridor Upgrade, the
development of City of Derry Airport & Port and the continuedyssion of the A5 Western
Transport Corridor Upgrade and the A6 Derry to Belfast Road Upgrade,

A Development of the City & Town centres & regionally significant economic sites with major
physical regeneration projects in Fort George, Strabane Town @edtthe City riverfront.

A Development of tourism attractions
A Strategic Leisure facilities at both Templemore and in Strabane Town

Local plans which will direct economic development as well as providing infrastructure of community
benefit include:

A Integraed Economic Development Strategy;

A The One Plan (Derry City);

A 8 Local Growth Plans; Strabane Town and the 7 District Electoral Areas (Ballyarnett, Derg,
Faughan, Foyleside, Sperrin, The Moor and Waterside)

A Cluster Village Plans

A Strabane Masterplan (Strane Town);

A Foyle Valley Gateway Masterplan (draft published 2012);

A Strategic Riverside Masterplan (draft published 2011);

A Ebrington Development Framework (approved Spring 2016);

A Fort George Development Framework (approved December 2015);

A 3 significant crss border greenway developments from Derry to Buncrana, Derry to Muff and
Strabane to Lifford

A Riverine project Strabane

City Deal

The Derry and Strabane city deal when announced involved a £105m economic package by the UK
Government for the City regioWith this funding the Council plans to advance priority projects and
AYAUALGA@GSE 6AGKAY GKS /AGe YR 5A&a0NROGQa LyOtd
However, the City Deal funding is dependent on a fully functioning devolved goremipiace.

The Ulster University expansion has been highlighted as key to stimulating economic growth in the

region and the impact of the delay could be widespread.

Brexit

Derry City and Strabane District Council may face particular challengesidsd Brgxit given its
EU/NonEU frontier. Historically peripherally has been a continued issue for the region with poor
infrastructural linkages to the major cities of Belfast and Dublin. Along with Donegal County Council,
DCSDC have jointly undertakescoping study to consider the likely impacts of the Brexit decision on
the North West Region. The report highlights the sensitivity of the region to trading arrangements
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and demonstrates a greater significance to ensure the priorities of the Comialaritgre realised.
Development of Road Networks, Transport Hubs, The University Expansion and development of
Tourism infrastructure will be necessary to help mitigate the potential impact of Brexit.

The Local Development Plan, as the policy framewotké District is a mechanism to guide the use
2F fFyR Ay GKS [/ 2dzyOAf | NBIF IyR OFy LINB@GARS |
thereby linking public and private sector investment through land use planning to help deliver the
objedives of the community plan.

5.5.2 Baseline Information

The Community Planning Resource Support Pack June 2015 and updates found at Derry and Strabane
Statistics provide detailed information on the economic profile for the council. In addition the

following evidence papers which can be foundnatv.derrystrabane.com/Idare relevant to this

topic: EVB@ Economic Development, EVBCity and Town Centres, EMBRBetailing, EVB13

Tourism.

Economic Activity and Employment

In 2018, there were 58,200 employee jab®CSDC with a sustained increase since 2015. Of these,
26,920 were jobs carried out by males and 31,270 were jobs held by females. The economic profile of
the District is characterised by lower economic activity in 2018 (65.9%) compared to theNdverall

rate (72.8%) and an employment rate of 61.6% compared to the NI average of 70%.

Figure 5.5.1: Economic Activity Rate §4%
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Source: NISRA, Labour Force Survey Tables for Local Government Distr204 2009

The 2015 unemployment rate of 6,720 klants (7%) was significantly above the Northern Ireland

figure of 3.7% however latest figures show a significant improvement, but are still well above the NI
rates (Oct. 2019: 4,480 claimants (4.7%) v NI at 2.6%). The District also haségimlong

unenployment with 91% of JSA claimants, claiming for a year or more compared to a rate of 80% for

NI as a whole. DCSDC also has a higher proportion (97%) of young people (24 and under) claiming for
a year or more compared to NI (82%) (Sept 2019 Figures).
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Fgure 5.5.2: Number of DCSDC Employee Jobs; 2018

60000
58000

56000

54000
52000
50000
48000 I I
46000

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018
YEAR

NUMBER

Source: NISRA, Census of Employment, Business Registration Employment Survey
Figure 5.5.3: DCSDC and NI Employment Rate 22089
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Source: NISRA, Labour Force Survey

Both the 16+ and 164 employment rates for DCSDC have been consistently below the NI average
but both have shown a general upward trend since 2009. Engpjobe refer to the number of
employee jobs within business that have either a VAT or PAYE registration and exclude most
agricultural businesses and the sasifiployed.

When compared to NI, a higher proportion of DCSDC employee jobs are concentrated in th

sectors related to the high public sector. This is due to the presence of a major hospital, university

campus and Regional Technical College in the Council D&srigtresult, 20.3 % of employee jobs
GAGKAY (GKS 5Aa0NROUR H{NBOMIYE (12KBENJWQR dAYy B/dzd BNE Ky | §2
Ireland national figure of 17.2% for the same industry.
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Table 5.5.1: Number of Employee Jobs by Industry Sg28dr1- 2017

Industry 2011 | 2013 | 2015 | 2017
Agriculture, Forestry And Fishing * 60 50 90
Mining and Quarrying * * 70 60
Manufacturing 4540 | 4,620 | 5,090 | 5710
Electricity, Gas, Steam and Air Conditionin¢ 30 * 100 170
Water Supply; Sewerage, Waste Managen| 410 410 420 510
Construction 2,200 | 1,900 | 2,240 | 2640
Wholesale / Retail Tratle 9,620 | 9,290 | 9,280 | 9530
Transportation and Storage 1,290 | 1,240 | 1,380 | 1500
Accommodation and Food Service 2,940 | 3,080 | 3,410 | 3480
Information and Communication * 1,720 | 1,870 | 2030
Financial and Insurance 1,240 | 1,200 | 1,150 | 1140
Real Estate 730 480 500 450
Professional, Scientific and Technical 1,120 | 1,180 | 1,240 | 1400
Administrative and Support Service 3,040 | 3,640 | 3,260 | 3970
Public Administration and Defence 3,900 | 3,910 | 3,790 | 3670
Education * 5,640 | 6,040 | 5830
Human Health and Social Work 9,800 | 9,890 | 11,600| 11310
Arts, Entertainment and Recreation 1,020 | 1,080 | 1,260 | 1300
Other Service 800 830 880 1040
Total 50,470 50,250 | 53,630| 55,820

Source: NISRA, Census of Employment, Business Registration Employment Survey

In 2018, the gross weekly median pay for those working in DCSDC was £381.90 compared with a
figure of £342.10 for those who live in the council area. Both of these were lower than the overall NI
average (£423.10). Those working in DCSDC tend to earthaothose who live in DCSDC. This is
as a result of a greater tendency of workers to commute into the council area for higher earning
employment.

Table 5.5.2: Gross Median Weekly Pay, DCSDC and NR@D&3

Year Working in Resident in NI (E)
DCSDC (£) DCSD (£)
2013 350.5 307.0 365.5
2014 346.2 323.0 363.1
2015 356.1 329.9 381.9
2016 351.0 361.9 393.0
2017 373.3 344.3 407.4
2018 381.9 342.1 423.1

Source: NISRA, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings

Annual surveys that record the number of employee jobs do not record the numbererhpédiyed.
In 2017 there were estimated to be 7000 satiployed in the District representing 12.5% (NI 15.0%)
of those employed.(NISRA, Labour Force Survey)

Across Nlthe agricultural labour force has stabilized in the last number of years from an historic long
term downward trend in it is size. It is believed that this stabilisation in numbers is not necessarily due
to an increase demand for farm labour but more ifficllties in farm family members securing-off

farm employment and to changes in Common Agricultural Policy support arrangements that link
subsidies to some level of active farming.
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Table 5.5.3;: DCSDC farm labour force, 28015 Farm labour force

2011 |2012 |2013 |2014 |2015 |2016 |2017 |2018
Farmers and partners
Fullime 1,241 | 1,216 |1,245 | 1,249 |1,276 |1,236 | 1,266 | 1,287
Parttime 799 784 760 793 817 870 903 896
Spouses 367 393 396 385 401 434 438 459
Other workers
Fullime 253 248 254 255 240 237 219 210
Parttime 276 297 330 327 284 344 341 342
Casual / Seasonal 365 377 331 330 323 306 313 316
Total 3,301 |3,315 | 3,316 | 3,339 |3,341 | 3,427 | 3,480 | 3,510

Source: NISRA, Census of Employment, Bustegsstration Employment Survey

There are high levels of deprivation across the District with 20 of the NI most deprived SOAs being
found in DCSDC.

Employment and Income Deprivation

NISRA publishes spatially linked statistics on deprivation as partNdrthern Ireland Multiple

Deprivation Measure, the most recent of which was published in 2017 (NIMDM2017). In total, seven
RSLINAGI GA2Yy AYRAOFG2NA YI 1S dzlJ 4KS 2@SNIff blLaba
FYR (GKS WLYO2YS EaéiSkr@utpuiized (S6/4 ahd SmaDAbdoéSAeen

ranked against all the other SOAs and SAs in NI, to determine their relative position on the scale in

terms of each indicator. It should be noted that the NIMDM 2017 is a relative measure of

deprivation, meaning that it is possible to say that one area is more or less deprived than another, but

it is not possible to say by how much.

WOYLX 28YSY(d S5SLINAGIFOGA2YQ NIylAy3a | NB OFf OdzZ I (i SF
population in theSOA or SA who are in receipt of at least one employment related benefit, and

individuals who are not in receipt of the selected benefits, nor have received income from

employment.

Figure 5.5.4 shows the pattern of employment deprivation in the SAs 8aog<City and Strabane

District Council from the NIMDM2017. The darkest blue colours (radié) 5how the most

deprived SAs in NI in terms of the employment deprivation indicator and the lightest colours (4,804
4,537) are the least deprived. The figghows greater employment deprivation within Derry City

and Strabane Town Region which could be translated to urban areas. However, there are pockets of
higher employment deprivation also in the smaller towns i.e. Castlederg, Claudy and Newtownstewart
and in the rural area of Claudy village. DCSDC has the highest proportion of employment related
deprivation SOAs within the 100 most deprived in NI (32%)

1 Super Output AregSOA) and Small Areas (SA) are statistical geography boundaries created by NISRA to allow the reporting of small area
statistics. There are 890 SOAs in NI and 4537 SAs.
2NISRA (201 Rorthern Ireland Multiple Deprivation Measures 2017 Description of Indicators
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Figure 5.5.4: NIMDM 2017 Employment Domain Rank for SAs in DCSDC
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households whose equalised income is below 60% of the NI median. Figure 5.5.5 shows the income
deprivation pattern across DCSDC.

Figure5.5.5: NIMDM 2017 Income Domain Rank for SAs in DCSDC
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The figure shows that income deprivation in DCSDC is spread across both rural and urban areas, with
many of the SAs shown in Figure 5.5.5 having dahkercolours.

However, the top 10 most income deprived small areas are within the urban areas of Derry City and
Strabane Town. These areas are also in the top 50 (out of 4,537) most income deprived SAs of NI

An indepth analysis of deprivation data @egnt to Derry and Strabane District can be found at:
https://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/Deraynd-StrabaneStatistics/Deprivation
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Key Sectors

Employmentnay be classified into three sectors: primary, secondary and tertiary. Primary relates to
producing raw materials, through agriculture, forestry and extraction of natural resources. The
secondary sector takes the input of the primary sector and manufacfimished goods, or goods for
use by other businesses, for export, or sale to domestic consumers. Tertiary is primarily concerned
with service provision such as public administration, education, health, retailing, and banking.

Since 1961, the general trérn Northern Ireland has been a reduction in the numbers employed in
the primary and secondary sectors although this has more than been absorbed by growth in the
tertiary or service sector. The employment sector patterns of the former districts of Ddrry a
Strabane, generally reflect the Northern Ireland trend of a fall in both the primary and secondary
sectors and a significaimcrease in the tertiary sector

Table 5.51: VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses operating in DCSDC and NI
by broad industrgroup 2019

Industry DCSDC NI DCSDC | NI
Number | % % % (exc agri) | % €xc agri)
Agriculture, Forestry And Fishing 1265 24.0| 245 - -
Production 365 6.9 | 6.9 9.1 9.2
Construction 840 16.0| 13.9 21.0 18.5
Motor Trade 195 3.7 | 35 4.9 4.7
Wholesale 195 3.7 | 4.3 4.9 5.7
Retall 455 8.7 | 8.0 11.4 10.6
Transportation and Storage (Inc Postal) | 175 33| 33 4.4 4.3
Accommodation and Food Service 300 57 | 55 7.5 7.3
Information and Communication 115 2.2 2.7 2.9 3.6
Financial and Insurance 65 13| 1.7 1.6 2.2
Property 165 31| 3.2 4.1 4.2
Professional, Scientific and Technical 350 6.7 | 8.8 8.8 10.6
Business Administration and Support 170 32| 36 4.3 4.8
Services
Public Administration and Defence * * 0.1 * 0.1
Education 40 0.8 | 09 1.0 1.2
Health 235 45 | 3.7 5.9 4.9
Arts, Entertainment, Recreation and Other| 335 6.4 | 6.1 8.4 8.1
Services
Total 5260 100 | 100 100 100

Source NISRA, IntBepartmental Business Register
Not Applicablé Figures have been rounded to the nearest 5 and counts under 5 haveummessed

Considering both employed and seffiployed the largest industry group in DCSDC and NI is
Agriculture, forestry and fishing, accounting for just under a quarter (24.0% and 24.5% respectively)
of all VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses.

In 201, there were 5,260 VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses within Derry City and Strabane
District Council area. In terms of agriculture specifically, in 2018 there were 1,771 farms within

DCSDC being maintained by an agricultural labour force of 3,8¥00f8hese farms were operating

in Less Favoured Areas compared to 69.5% for NI and DCSDC also had a higher proportion of Large
farms (7.2%) than the NI average (6.8%). Outside of Agriculture, the largest industry group in DCSDC
is Construction (16%) atiten Retail (8.7%). The Construction and Health industries feature more in
DCSDC than in NI as a whole however there is lower instance of Professional, Scientific, Technical and
IT industries.
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Employment Land

As part of the preparation of the LDP, atireate is needed of the required amount and location of
land, to ensure that an ample supply and range of suitable land is available to meet future economic
development needs up to 2032.

A good indication of land requirement is gained by assessing thkeupt currently zoned land
across the District.

For example, within the extant Derry District, uptake has been particularly slow with approximately
73% of zoned lands remaining undevelogesBhectares). In Strabane Town, 25% of land remains
undevelogd (4 hectares) while most of the zonings in Castlederg and Newtownstewart have been
taken up. In Sion Mills, industrial land was originally zoned to allow for possible expansion of the Mill,
but this has now closed.

An assessment based on past tremdiakeup of zoned land finds that theoretically, there is

sufficient land zoned on the Derry Area Plan to meet demand beyond 2030 although additional land
will be required in Strabane. However this methodology does not respond to recognise economic
devebpments on urzoned land. An appropriate method for assessment of land to meet the
economic development need of the District must also therefore take account of the distinct economic
profile of the area.

Tourism

Investment in tourism brings new facilitiesour city, town and surrounding landscapes and makes a

vital contribution to the District in terms of the revenues it generates, the employment opportunities

it provides, and the potential it creates for economic growth. It also provides the oppottugéy

maximum benefit from our wealth of environmental and heritage assets; our waterways, landscapes

and historic environment. There are also health benefits to be gained by a more active resident

population who are motivated to be out and aboutexgiaci Y2 NBE 2F GKS S5A&G§NARAOGQ.

Tourism in the District has been strong in recent years, spearheaded by the city breaks, historic

heritage, festivals and culture events. The challenge is to sustain and grow-thaseitysuccess,

develop sstainable rural tourism especially through assets such as the Sperrin AONB and Foyle /

Faughan valleys, and also to capitalise on the wider North Westanaies location, from the Wild
LGfFYyGAO 21ex 52yS8S3arf yR 2y (2 GKS DAlFyGQa /I dz3
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Figure 5.%: Estimated overnight Trips, Nights and Expenditure, DCSDE, 28
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2013 was an obvious peak in tourism statistics in recent years due to the success of the UK City of
Culture. Figures post 2013 hasl®wn increases from 2012 in overnight trips to DCSDC, the number
nights spent on these trips as well as the total expenditure spent on these overnight trips. In 2018,

there were an estimated 334,874 overnight trips, incorporating a total of 1,025,918. nigtis led

to an estimated expenditure of £55,433,203 to the District.

Figure 5.5.7Estimated overnight trips and expenditure, as a percentage of Northern Ireland spend with
comparison to selected Councils (2018 Figures)
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SourceNorthern Ireland Passenger Survey (NIPS) conducted by the Northern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency (NISRA)
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Figure 5.8: Estimated average overnight trips in DCSDC and NI, by reason foye#&itaderage
(20162018)
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The figure shows the largest reason (51%) for overnight trips to DCSDC was to visit friends and
relatives which is comparably high against the NI figure (38%). By reason for holiday/pleasure/leisure
trips, the figure is much lower (8§ than theate for NI (50%})he LDP has a role to explore potential
tourism opportunity sites and provide a policy framework to facilitate the sustainable growth of the
tourism economy.

Innovation

It is widely recognised that improving the ability of the economy in Northern Ireland to be innovative

is a key factor in improving economic growth and employment. The most recent innovation figures

are presented in the UK Innovation Survey (UKIS) 20iffeNvolreland Results. The results of the

2017 UKIS and revised results from the 2012 UKIS show that 40% of Northern Ireland enterprises

were innovation active in 201¥6. At 40%, Northern Ireland was the least innovation active country

in the UK whilsa comparison with the rest of Great Britain Large enterprises with 250 or more

employees were more likely to engage in some sort of innovation activity, with 45% innovation active,

Fad 2LI12AaSR (2 nw: 2F {a9aod Y famidginnovatidd in2hB Q NI (0 SF
adz2NpSe o WYy2gf SRIS FILOG2NEQ O0AyOfdzRAY3 101 27F
lack of innovation.

Competiveness

There is no data currently at council level on level of competiveness. Total extemalysal

companies in Northern Ireland were estimated to be worth £22.5 billion in 2014, representing an
increase of 2.1% (£458 million) over the year. This figure exceeds the previously recorded peak in
2013 (£22.0 billion), and external sales and are tbeeedt their highest over the time series

presented. This represents just over a third (34.1%) of all sales by companies in Northern Ireland in
2014 (£65.8 billion).

Retailingg Town Centres and retail provide employment

Modern retailing in the Districa€es many challenges, such as the rise of internet shopping and the

dzy OSNI I Ayie 2 @SN W. NBEA i Qsbor8et drdd. Qlavk ahd facussed OK | y 3 S N
relevant planning policy and greater innovation and flexibility may be required frortaitimeng
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system. A number of retail studies have been carried out over the past decade, for Derry and for
Strabane, however, with the changing and dynamic scale and nature of retailing, LDP will need to
commission a comprehensive-tgpdate Retail Capaciftudy. The purpose of such a study is to
undertake an assessment of the potential need (or capacity) for additional retail floor space over the
period to 2032 within the Derry City and Strabane District, including its comprehensivieccoess
catchment.

Strabane performs an important role as a main service centre for North Tyrone and East Donegal
providing a range of retail services to its residents and rural hinterland. Within the context of Tyrone,
it is the second largest town after Omagh. On theepside of the River Foyle (across Lifford Bridge)

is the smaller town of Lifford, so crdssrder retailing is a very significant aspect. Strabane is roughly
equidistant from Omagh, Letterkenny and Derry. Historically, Strabane developed as both an
industrial centre and strong market town.

5.5.3LikelyEvolutionof baseline without the Local Development Plan

Without a LDP in place, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied and
stakeholder consultation would also continuerttorm decisions. The Areas Plans were however
prepared a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. They were not therefore
informed by the needs of our society today.

The New LDP provides an opportunity to make plans for growtle iwilim all the available evidence.

5.5.4Key Sustainability Issues for Economy and Employment
A ldentifying and zoning appropriate land is a vital part of creating the conditions to sustain
economic development that meets employment needs and suppootsoeic growth.

A Derry needs to significantly develop to fulfil its role as the principal city of the North West and
as a regional and international gateway.

A Strabane needs considerable relevant development to fulfil its role as a main hub.

A While the cleafocus needs to be on Derry City and Strabane town, it is important that the
employment needs of those people living in the extensive rural hinterland are also
considered.

A Forecasts for the manufacturing sector suggest a continued decline in manufacturing
employment levels both in Northern Ireland and the UK. However manufacturing is changing
towards innovation based products with niche markets and knowledge based products.

A The four key growth sectors identified in the Derry and Strabane Draft Integrated Economic
Development Strategy are: Advanced Manufacturing/Engineering, Digital/Creative Industries,
Life and Health Sciences and Tourism and Culture.

A A cornerstone of the jprate sector in the DCSDC area is reicisinesses, those employing
less than nine staff. In 2019, there were 4,700 VAT and/or PAYE registered businesses
operating in thedistrict. 89.2% of businesses employed less than ten people, and 43.9% had
turnoverof lesgshan £100,000 a year.

A While the business birth rate and survival rate, as represented by VAT registration is on a par
with the rest of the NI, it does not appear to be impacting upon the net employment levels
with little growth in employee numbessnce 2009. There is potential to encourage new
business to develop, innovate and grow.

A There is a need for quality employment to lower the need for benefits and to facilitate a
culture of independence and entrepreneurship and move away from public seldoce.
The public sector accounts for almost a third of employment in the DCSDC area. This covers
Health, Social Work and Education Sectors.
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A New employment locations should be accessible by active travel and/or public transport.
Homeworking can assismployment for those with other responsibilities such as caring, or
those involved with agriculture.

A The unemployment rate for DCSDC area is higher than for Northern Ireland although it has
been falling since October 2013, is still aimost double thatdlht 4.7% in October 2019.

A Unemployment is a particular issue for young people, with almost a third of those in the
claimant count aged 184 having been claiming for more than one year, compared to less
than a quarter in Northern Ireland.

A Of those orthe claimant count the majority have low to middle skills and around a third had
previously worked in a sales capacity.

A Employment related deprivation for DCSDC in 2017 was highest of the 11 NI Council areas
when 29.5% of the population were estimateceiperience deprivation as a result of a lack
of employment.

A Within retail, the market is in recovery and is evolving. There has been a number of
challenges in recent years. The growth of internet shopping has contributed to shop closures
and is likely tgrow in the coming years. Within the district a number of large shops have
Ot 2aSR AyOfdzRAY3 ! dzAGAYQad AY 5SNNE YR [Ayd2)
vitality and viability of these centres, as economic and cultural shared space.

A There continues to be a demand from developers for out of town sites for retail and a new
trend for retail in industrial estates. Both of these can become further factors to reduce
vitality in Derry City and Strabane Town and must be carefully considered.

A A resident population will assist in developing an evening economy alongside additional office
workers and students.

A There are a wealth of natural, landscape, heritage and cultural tourism assets within the
DCSDC area with significant future potentidl.®brought a rise in visitor numbers and
spend, with the UK City of Culture. In 2015, there were an estimated 223,172 overnight trips
¢ estimated expenditure of £42,502,028 and more recently, 2018 figures show 334,874
overnight trips with an estimated eapditure of £55,433,203.

A Need to ensure that the DCSDC area is attractive to investors, and higher skilled pgople
supporting the vitality and vibrancy of the City Centre, towns and villages and facilitating a
high quality local environment through@ppriate land use, design and layout.

A ¢KS AYLI OG 2F W. NBEAGQ ySSR&a (2 0SS OF NBFfdA f &
rates, crosdorder trade and implications for the labour market within tourism, retailing,
construction and other sectorg\lso it may bring changes in regulatory regimes and funding
opportunities.

Paget8 November 2019



Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

5.6 Material Assets

5.6.1Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Material assets are referred to in the SEA Directive but the term is not defined. The matetsal ass
sustainability theme in this report covers a range of policy areas, including telecommunications,
electrical infrastructure and energy distribution, renewable energy, derelict/contaminated land and
waste management.

Overarching regional and strateglanning policy strives for the sustainable development of land to

help ensure the integration of material assets. Growth of infrastructure should be enabled in an

efficient and effective manner whilst environmental impacts are minimised. The NatiopaldRén

Energy Action Plan for the UK 2010, the Sustainable Energy Action P 2002beyond, the NI

21 368 alyl3aSyYySyd {diNrGS3e FyR (G4KS b2NIK 253G wS
Management Plan are all relevant to material assets. The Deparntingnterprise, Trade and
Ly@SaidyYSyild 06059¢L0Qa { (-20R0(h&AtitOcore geSaNbBhisatic@h Nithe S ¢ 2 N H
energy mix. The multifunctional use of land is encouraged; significant increases in renewables to the
energy mix recommended; and redions in waste and increases in recycling rates targeted.

Investing in telecommunications, particularly in rural areas and considering the infrastructure

required for renewable energy projects and strengthening of the grid for future energy demands is
encouraged at the regional level. New gas infrastructure is also supported as the move to gas helps to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and meet UK climate change commitments. Climate change
concerns encourage the use of renewables and a move toward a nstaeable energy mix that

reduces emissions and improves air quality. Sustainable waste management is also acknowledged as
an opportunity to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by focusing on the waste management hierarchy,
the proximity principle and the cular economy. Impacts should be considered of all types of
installation on the environment and a strategic approach to the sustainable development of land

could include multiple uses. For example, derelict land could be used to treat waste, which could in
turn produce energy for local distribution.

The Corporate Plan recognises that Energy and Infrastructure contribute-to &elly 3 Iroje® U
our environment and deliver physical regenerétionA & 2y S 2F AdGa (1Sé& 262S0
isti 2enséire an integrated approach to waste management and developing a circular economy
approack @

The Community Plarii KS Ly Of dza A @S { G NI ( S 3 A Digit® Mdugtriek t £ 'y F21
including Business, Professional and Financial SérvidesYit3 gfiders for economic growth. The

City and District benefits from Project Kelvin, a fast, high capacity city to city international
telecommunications link to the east coast of the USA. Project Kelvin provides world class
telecommunications connectigit YR NB &SI NOK OF LI oAfAGE FTYR aiAdaya
OF LJ OAGe G2 ONBFGS YR 3INRG KAIK @I tdzS W{YINI 9C¢C
¢KS /2YYdzyA (e twe toghectfedgpi2 andl gppoftwrieS throudh our infrastruéture

among its keg dzii 02 YS & @ ¢ KA & Aghdvk ddeQie andl &ffSrdabld eviérgy disdly & &
|y Re Rave moved towards a Zero Waste circular ecahatny

Key actions under this objective include:

A Ensure an integrated approach to waste management and developinglarceconomy
approach to meet landfill diversion targets, invest further in high quality waste facilities and
infrastructure.

AlyrteasS GKS NB3IA2yQa SySNHe O2yadzYLIiAz2y |yR |
through the establishment of an energy suisability forum, promote energy efficiency, gas

availability, improve air quality, appropriate planning and siting of renewable energy
development and implement a smart grid pilot project.
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Provision for material assets will be an integral part of mgétiase outcomes.

5.6.2Baseline Information

The LDP baseline evidence papers which are relevant to this topic are- RéBéwable Energy,
EVB15 Public Utilities and EVB18/aste Management. This topic overlaps with Community,
Physical Resources a@timate Change sections of this report.

Telecommunications

There are four main network operators in NI: Vodafone, O2, Three and EE, all offering 3g and 4g
services, with 5g services currently only available in Belia018 Good 4G services fronfailir

operators were available (outdoor) across 79% of the Northern Ireland landmass while voice services
from all four operators were available (outdoor) to 88% of the Northern Ireland laridmass

Figure 5.6.11 evels of indoor 4g coverage in DCSD forlennbiwork operators

7]

LONDO! 4ERRV T S LUNDg{RQV e i
| DERRY A (azs] | DERRY N Caza]
)/ () [ (8} pungwe T (28]
) r=23) = &)
o) e t sl ;
Wa] [a8) Coalsland o (W3] [a5) Dakstand
[A%) vinestowr: ungannon _ As] vinestown Dungannon_
(23] S ‘ q = (2] 7
Vodafone indoor 4g coverage (data) 02 indoor 4g coverage (data)
LONU%RRV o ol LDND%RRV <y il
| DERRY = | DERRY (a8
(=3 =
(28} AR (28] )7 GE) pgNen [az8]
[
(5
(@) (%) 0 @) = (=)
[ass] D [aas] ¢ Ivnestowr Dungane
(23] 53 ° =] [}
Three indoor 4g coverage (data) EE indoor 49 coverage (data)
Very good chance Good chance Possible chance No coverage

Source: Ofcom Coverage Chedkérs://checker.ofcom.org.uk/mobiteoveraggaccessed 27/11/19)

At the NI level Vodafone (93%) and O2 (90%) provide the highest number of premises with indoor 4g
mobile coverage. In terms of geographic 4g coverage, Three has the highest, withl@ded by

Voddone (92%). In recent years, there has been increased consolidation and sharing of masts
between O2 and Vodafone, and between EE and Three, which has seen coverage between sharing

IpbSga [SGGSNI a. St Flrad 3ISta O02yySOGSR G2 pD Y20AfS ySGg2NYyé tdzof AaKk
2 0Ofcom Connected Nations 20Mations' supplements NI Summary (foundiébs://www.ofcom.org.uk/researcand-data/multi-sector
research/infrastructue-research/connecteghations2018/nations)
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network providers converge, however coverage is pooreral aneas of the district, which is
consistent regionally.

Superfast broadband (>=30Mbit/s), is now available to 89% of premises in NI, three percentage points
(pp) higher than last year. Superfast broadband is available to 67% of premises in rurap dreas,

57% last year. At District level, 91% of premises in DCSD have Superfast broadband coverage and 19%

to Ultrafast (>=300Mbit/s) (NI: 38%)

5% of premises in the District are unable to get 10Mbit/s download, 1Mbit/s upload speed, which is
equal b the NI average.

Through its Project Lightning programme, Virgin Media has increased coverage of its ultrafast
broadband network in NI significantly since 2016 with Strabane joining Derry in being able to access
this service.

Through the SuperConnectéerry/Strasbane initiative, Council offers frediwn Derry and
Strabane public buildings and town centres.

Energy Supply and Distribution / Electrical Infrastructure

The System Operator for Northern Ireland (SONI) manages thestaigeelectricatansmission
infrastructure across the country. It is the independent Transmission System Operator for Northern
Ireland and operates 1,500km of transmission power lines and 45,000km of distribution power lines.
The SONI website/vw.soni.ltd.uk displays the current energy sources for NI in real time, including
connected sources of renewables. Currently all users are connected to the distribution network for
their electricity.

NI is part of the Single Electricity tdet for the island of Ireland. The transmission system in Ireland

is managed by EirGrid and is connected with NI via three North Solitiesidocated between

Tandragee and Louth, Strabane and Letterkenny and Enniskillen and Corraclassy. Folidwiing a p
inquiry, planning approval was granted in 2018 for a new North South Interconnector between
Tyrone and Cavan, but this approval was subsequently overturned in February 2019 following a legal
challenge. Approval was granted in 2016 for the sectiatdd in the ROI.

The North/South Interconnector is a major infrastructure project which will link the Northern Ireland
and Republic of Ireland electricity networks. The project is vital to ensure the effective operation of an
efficient 'all island' eledtity market, to support the realisation of strategic renewable energy targets,
increase energy security and establish a competitive energy mMarketg SGSNE (G KS ! YQa
relationship with EU member states could have implications for this projec

One of the three power stations in Northern Ireland, Coolkeeragh, is located in the District, on the
shores of Lough Foyle. Coolkeeragh was originally-firedipower station, but the construction of
the NorthWest gas transmission pipeline enabitetd convert to gas in 2005 and it is capable of
producing 400 megawatts.

Evermore Energy operates a 15.8MW CHP (combined heat and power) station in9igzibhlig
anticipated to divert around two million tonnes of wood earmarked for landfile@erelectricity

over its lifetime. It is able to provide green energy to almost 30,000 people in the North West region
As well as burning recycled woodchip to generate electricity for the grid, the excess heat is also used
to dry virgin woodchip, esseal for smaller biomass boilers in commercial and domestic properties.

t Ofcom Connected Nations 2018 Northern Ireland report

20Ofcom Connected Nations 2018 Northern Ireland report

3 Northern Ireland Electricity: Briefing on Grid Capacity in Northern Ireland in the context of enabling Economic Gr@@it April
4DETI: Energy in Northern Ireland 2016

5Northern Ireland Affairs Committee, Electricity Sector in Northern Ireland, 2017

¥ d

61 3SYRI bL FNIAOES a9 @SN¥2NE 9y S NHBEsYwSBEFAIAcEydvdrdorehdygeBidiehty 3 G KS T dzi d

poweringfuture/ (accessed 09/08/19)
7l ASYRIF bL awSakl LIAyYy3 K &tps/ani.aiendy.SonBeahaprrhchikndriyinarketh dcdeysed 09/AB/19
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Planning Area as having limited high capacity 275 kV infrastructure, and currentlyristiepaire

capacity for generation on the 110 kV system. There is considerably more generation than demand in

this region.

The excess of generation in the area is set to increase in the coming years. This is due to generators
that currently have live connon offers connecting to the transmission and distribution networks.

To cater for the high levels of generation described above, network reinforcement is necessary. This
will enable the efficient export of generation from this area towards areas withoaighsuch as the
SouthEast. There are also reinforcement needs due to local constraints related to a shortage of
transmission capacity and voltage support. The Transmission Development Plan includes 17 proposed
projects in the North and West Planngrga, which include several in the District, to enable the
transmission network to safely accommodate the more diverse power flows which are a result of
excess regional generation.

The future security of supply in NI is dependent on its capacity to gengeatsmit and distribute

energy efficiently. It is anticipated that NI will fall into a generation supply deficit it 2021

planned closure of Kilroot power station and reduction in capacity at Ballylumford power station
(both of which are located ¢side DCSD, in Mid and East Antrim Borough) combined with limited
capacity of existing transmission lines have contributed to an increasing lack of security and stability
of supply in NI.

Energy Natural Gas

¢KS 5SLINIYSYy(d ¥F2N 9RdangXkeasconmittidtadestéhding the y S NH &
natural gas network in the region where it is economic to do so. As seen in the figure below, natural
gas is the main fuel type for electricity generation in NI.

Figure 5.6.2Electricity generated by fuel typeNI

]
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Source: DAERA, NI Carbon Intensity Indicators 2019 (Published 24 October 2019)

The NorthWest gas transmission pipeline has enabled people and businesses in the District to benefit

from natural gas, and an extension of the gas transmission netw&tkebane was completed by

{Db AY HAamT Fa LINIH 2F Ada wDlFLa G2 GKS 2SadQ LINE
of a 660m long pipeline beneath the River Foyle from Strathfoyle to Culmore Road in Derry, to bring

1 Northern Ireland Affairs Committee, Electriciégt®r in Northern Ireland, 2017
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additional network capdty to the City. It is anticipated that this project will provide enough gas for
continued network expansion for the next 20 yédrowever, it is likely that there will continue to be
areas in the District where access to mains gas will not be feasible.

The 2016 NIHE House Condition Survey found that 33.4% of households in the Derry Urban area /
Large Town heat their homes with natural gas and 62.5% with oil in comparison with overall NI figures
of 24% and 68% respectively. These figureslate the epansion network to Strabane by the Gas to

the West.

Renewable Energy

The Strategic Energy Framework 2010 for NI set a target to achieve 40% of electrical consumption
from renewable sources by 2020. For the 12 month period July 2018 to June 2019, 4ért pér

total electricity consumption in NI was generated from renewable sources located in NI. This
represents an increase of 7.4 percentage points on the previous 12 month period (July 2017 to June
2018) and is the highest rolling 12 month proportiorre@cord.

Of all renewable electricity generated within Northern Ireland over the 12 month period July 2018 to
June 2019, 85.3 per cent was generated from wind. This compares to 83.9 per cent for the previous
12 month period (July 2017 to June 2(°18)

The 2019 NI Carbon Intensity Indicators report indicates that annual power generation from
renewables has increased by 2,066% from 153GWh to 3,306GWh over the peri@d20@dhd
rose by 985GWh (42%) between 2016 and 2017.

At October 2016 there were 18mwd farms with planning permission granted in the District with a

further six proposals under consideration. There is also a current proposal to extend an existing
windfarm at Monnabdy Wind energy has dominated the renewables market in the area with

Srad yS fS3F 08 [/ 2dzyOAf | O002dzyiAy3d T2NJQuerhaf&@F b 2 NI
all renewable energy applications are single turbines but there have been a number of biomass, solar
and hydro schemes across the CoultNIS datashows that from 2002/03, 222 single turbines have
been approved, from 2010/11 six windfarms have been approved and since 2018/19, two solar farms
have been approved. This shows the reliance on wind as the main renewable energy source but also
potentially the growig popularity of solaiThere has also been previous interest around Northern
Ireland in offshore windfarms and research into the suitability of the coast for renewables such as
tidal power.

The capacity of the electricity distribution network within Bistrict is essential to support the
growth of smalkscale renewable generation in the future. In 2015, 33Kv/11Kv Network Heat Maps
produced by Northern Ireland Electricity (NIE), indicated that there was limited capacity for
connection of additional genation within the District

ICAN)Ndza 9y SNH& LINBKaa NBtSIas GFANNIz2a Sy SNE®eclP®& LY SGS& mMoY bl (dzNT €
2 Department for the Economy Electricity Consumption and Renewable Generation Statistics Q\extgstwPulication (found at
https://www.economyni.gov.uk/articles/electricitgonsumptiorand-renewablegenerationstatisticsaccessed 27/11/19)

3 Department for the Economy Electricity Consumption and Renewable Generation Statistics QvemtgstvPublication (found at
https://www.ecoromy-ni.gov.uk/articles/electricitgonsumptiorand-renewablegenerationstatisticsaccessed 27/11/19)

4LDP Evidence Base EVB 15 Public Utilities (May 2017)

5Dated 2014 and taken from a Renewable Energy Council paper dated 2016

6 https://www.infrastructureni.gov.uk/publications/northerirelandplanningstatisticsapritjune-2019

”Northern Ireland Electric 11kv Network Heat Map SmaleS5eneration

Page73 November 2019


https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/articles/electricity-consumption-and-renewable-generation-statistics
https://www.economy-ni.gov.uk/articles/electricity-consumption-and-renewable-generation-statistics
https://www.infrastructure-ni.gov.uk/publications/northern-ireland-planning-statistics-april-june-2019

Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

CAIdNB podcdoY bL9 WISIG al LJQ HAaMp

Connected and
in delivery now
230MW +

i - Vi
BN
’ - )
£ ): 5
> A
» .t a
. Ras -

Distribution Network now heavily congested S -
NIE unable to connect in many locations .
‘Managed Connection’ being considered

However, ‘leading edge’ solution will be required [l
Important to set realistic expectations

- 338w L1ky Primary Substations where 33Ky capacity limited has been r
L 338w/ L1ky Primary Substaticns with limited 33Ky capacity remaining

Source: NIE Briefing on Grid Capacity in Northern Ireland In the Context of Enabling Economic Growth Submitted to mhietEelr2 Com
April 2015

A diversity of renewables is needed fauatainable energy mix and fit for purpose electrical grid to

enable future large scale and local level grid connections to ensure energy is supplied as efficiently as
possible. The Renewable Integration Development Plan and other infrastructure pnojectsd in

the Transmission Development Plan as discussed above will see improvements within the region to
SylrotsS (GKS O2yySOiGAz2y 2F NBYySslofSad #KSn@L9 . dz
states that planned investment will be taking placénprove network assets across the region which

could see improvements in the Disttiddowever, preservation of landscape character may be a

constraint on wind energy development.

In NI, financial incentives to support the uptake of renewables hasede

Waste Management

Derry City and Strabane District Council and the neighbouring Council of Causeway Coast and Glens
address waste management through a voluntary grouping known as the North West Regional Waste
Management Group (NWRWMG). The NWRWH@s the principles of the waste management
hierarchy:

A Reduce the amount of waste we create in the first place;
A Reuse items as often as possiiie2 LJdzi f S&aa adNIAYy 2y (GKS 62 NI R
A Recycle appropriate manade and natural materials.

LInvesting in the Future, NIE Networks summary business plan2@pa7
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A AR dzNI K WwOreansturding #/@3t8 Nt a valuable resource such as renewable
energy.

There are no currently active landfill sites within the District; Local Authority Collected Municipal
Waste for disposal is currently taken to landfills elsewiretiee region. The former landfill at

Culmore closed in 2007 and has since been turned into a Country Park. Restoration works were
completed in 2016 and included capping of the site to reduce rainwater coming into contact with the
waste and becoming dated, and to trap gas being emitted by the infilled waste. The trapped gas is
collected and used to generate electricity to operate the park, local waste water treatment works and
for export to the National GridThe site now provides a landscaped giggace for the public.

Recycling is available by house collection, at recycling centres and community centres. Up to 25% of
waste is compostable and over half the homes in the Council have food waste collected.

Figure 5.61: Household and Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste prepared for Reuse, Recycled and
Composted

Household Waste Recycled and Composted (%) Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste Recycled and
Composted (
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48 48 50
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44 44 45 46
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a8 -
36
34 . 35
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Morthern Ireland Derry City and Strabane DC

Source: NISRA Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste Recycling (administrative geographies)

Under new EU Waste Directives Council must attain a taf§&% recycling by 2020 or face
significant financial penalties. Household recycling rates in the district have been increasing since
2015 but remained slightly below the NI average at 43.3% in 2F1F8n April 2017, it became a
statutory requiremenfor all councils in NI to provide each household with a container for food
(potentially with other biewaste) to enable its separate collection. It is hoped that with the
completion of the Food Waste scheme and continuedpmration of the public, th€ouncil should

be on track to reach its target.

In 2017, DCSD became one of the first local authorities in the UK to publish a Zero Waste Circular
Economy Strategy. The Strategy recognises that reducing waste generation, gaining value from

discarded prodats through preparing them for nese, and seeking to recycle as much as possible in a

cost effective manner can contribute to reducing the costs of waste management. Developing a Zero

21 30S / ANDdzt F NJ 902y 2Y& Aa | (P& LI NI 2F GKS / 2dzy

At present, more than 90% of dry recyclable materials handled by DCSDC are exported, some being

sent elsewhere within the UK and some travelling much further afield. This implies a loss of potential

value added, and employment opportunities, frora tbcal economy. The Strategy puts forward a
ydzYoSNJ 2F | OlAz2zya oKAOK OFYy RStEAGSNI WAaAIYATFAO yi
arranged under the thematic pillars of Social, Economic and Environmental enhancement. These

include:

1 Derry City and Strabane DC |Parks and Open Spaces | Culmore Country Park [fopad'atvw.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/Parks
and-OpenSpaces/Culmor€ountryPark
25 SNNE / AG@& FyR { (i SdurcirglSoutsood caddEsahameNdnbdfiond BbomeésJdzo f A A KSR om ! dz3dzad HAamy
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A Recychg collection system where materials collected are valued and can be reprocessed
within local economy (Zero Waste Circular Economy).

A Improving food waste captures through education and delivering low carbon energy
(Environmental Theme).

A Switching to a reeling collection system where material value is retained within the region
and materials can be reprocessed generating further employment (Social Theme).

A Generating revenue from sale of goods prepared farsesor recycled (Economic Theme).

The successfimplementation of the Strategy may necessitate the development of new facilities to
sort and reprocess waste and the LDP could play a role in enabling their delivery.

Cemeteries

In addition to cemeteries linked with the various churches in the Digitvéce are ten active public
cemeteried. There is an identified need for a new cemetery on the west bank of Derry City. The City
Cemetery has only 700 plots remaitiagd is anticipated to reach capacity in just a few years. There

iS no natural scope f@axpansion at this site, therefore the Council will have to consider a new site
elsewhere on the west bank of the city. Based on burials rates for the city, it is envisaged that a site of
somewhere between 30 and 50 acres will be reqdiréde LDP must @ully consider the location

of any new cemeteries in terms of people, traffic generation and residential amenity and also a range
of site specific environmental factors. It is not clear if a crematorium will be required in the District
over the plan pedd.

Derelict/Contaminated Land

The Land Use Database held by the NIEA provides a record of approximately 14,000 sites that have
had previous industrial land use(s). This database was originally based on historic maps and records
dating from 18341960 but it has been updated with NIEAagets including Industrial Heritage,

Waste Management License, and Pollution Incidents.

There are 1,673 records for DCSD on the Land Use Database. The map below shows the pattern of
historical land use within the district. It shows the routes of fomaiévays and the legacy of the
former textiles and minerals industries.

! Derry City and Strabane DistrCouncil | Cemeteries (found faittps://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/cemeterigly/Cemeteries

accessed 27/11/19)

25 SNNE Bit2 gedhl undler véay for new Derityside cemetety t dzof AAKSR ¢ dzS&RIFE& Hdp hOG26SNI Hamdg 07
https://www.derryjournal.com/news/sit@robe-underway-for-new-derry-citysidecemetery-1-9123010)

3 LDP Evidence Base EVB 15 Public Utilities (May 2017)
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Figure 5.6.5Land Use Databasglistorical Land Use Records in DCSD
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Fort George is a strategic regeneration site located on the wektdfdperry city and is a level 6.2

hectare site. In 2018 it underwent remediation and decontamination works to address low level
asbestos and other contaminants such as heavy carbons previously identified and the site is ready for
development. In additioto being strategically positioned adjacent to one of the main arterial routes

in to the city centre, Fort George is the site of the Hibernia Exchange Centre (a Project Kelvin facility)
which brings direct international connectivity. While the site eviggnally envisaged as a Science

Park, current plans include the development of a new Cityside Health and Caré. Centre

5.6.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

In the absence of a new LDP, opportunities to ensure thé appsopriate locations are identified for
material assets are likely to be missed. In terms of providing efficient and adequate material assets,
achieving sustainable development could become increasingly difficult without an up to date spatial
approach ¢ planning. Development may not be feasible, or it could be constrained if existing
infrastructure is deficient or absent. Without a spatial approach, there could be a higher risk of
negative impacts on rural areas and inappropriate energy projects.

5.64 Key Sustainability Issues for Material Assets
A Access to superfast and ultrafast broadband, including Project Kelvin are important assets for
attracting inward investment.
A Improving infrastructure and higgpeed telecommunications across rural areasfemeeds
of rural communities, rural services and rural businesses is vital to support rural enterprise
and economic activity.

1 The Executive Office | Ebrington | Fort George (fourfettat//www.yourebrington.com/oursuccesses/forgeomge accessed 27/11/19)
25 SLJ NI YSy (i T 2Fhid Ge@g¢ Yitdzgkplared Ssdocation for new primary health cate hdblLJdzo f A 8 KSR wn  CS6 NHzl NB
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The LDP PS should cater for sisdle, appropriate economic opportunities in the
countryside.

Natural gas networks are expamgl in the northwest, however some areas may never benefit
from gas infrastructure due to lack of feasibility.

A fit-for-purpose electrical infrastructure is required to facilitate the growth of renewable
energy generation.

The formerCulmore landfill siteaow provides a gas source.

Wind technology has dominated renewables but a diversity of technologies will be needed for
a sustainable energy mix i.e. solar, tidal, biomass, hydroelectric, anaerobic.

While it is important to support wi energy, the need to generate renewable energy must
be balanced with safeguarding areas of particular scenic/environmental value.

There may be opportunities to develop community based renewable projects such as
wind/solar farms or large single turbinésat could reduce the local impacts from several
single applications and make more efficient use of land.

There is no active landfill capacity within the Council.

The impact of existing or proposed waste management facilities should be considered when
zoning land for development.

The existing location of material assets should be a consideration when planning new
developments to help ensure sustainable land management.

There is a need to ensure the location ofditpurpose recycling and waste prosisy

facilities based on the proximity principle to raise recycling rates and reduce the amount of
waste going to landfill.

Derelict/contaminated land sites may be available for appropriate reuse

There is an identified need for a new public CemetettyeiDistrict
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5.7 Physical Resources

5.7.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

The physical resources sustainability theme covers minerals, earth science sites, geothermal energy,
land and soil. Physical resources provide us with tidibg blocks we need for everyday life, but are
mostly finite in their supply. Our protection of physical resources can be a clear indicator of how
sustainable our society is.

The sustainable management of physical resources is a common theme ddlreggiategic and

subject planning policy. The need to safeguard sufficient land to provide physical resources into the
future is evident. Land is recognised as multifunctional, in that it can act as a connective wildlife
corridor; provide amenity valueuliding resources, adaptation for climate change; remove water and
soil pollution; support biodiversity and create landscape character. Adequate amounts of land are
required to deliver all of these functions. Some physical resources such as soil candmecome
contaminated from pollution that they no longer adequately function.

The overarching aims of current government policy and programmes are sustainable development

and sustainable land management, as these will underpin sustainable economic growth and a
sustainable energy supply. Current policy strives to ensure that physical resources are safeguarded for
the future and that sufficient local supplies are available. The Department for Economy recognises

that the concept of sustainability is different withihe industry because reserves are finite but the

industry can still play a part in the circular economy and the principles of the waste management
hierarchy. NI also has a Geodiversity Charter that aims to inform decision makers of the importance of
gediversity to the economy and the environment.

The SPPS aims to minimise the impacts from the minerals industry on local communities and the
environment. This is expected through sustainable minerals development that carefully considers
impacts on the loal area and includes the safe restoration of sites with an appropriate reuse. In NI,
older mineral workings from the 1970s and 1980s had little emphasis placed on managing their
environmental impacts or restoration. Recent changes to planning legistatiugh the Planning

Act (NI) 2011, enables Councils to Review Old Mineral Permissions (ROMP) sites. However, a further
Order is needed before Councils can begin this review.

CKS /2dzyOAfa /2NLIR2NFGS tflFy LINELZD&SAENMTF2NI GKS / 20
ddzaAdGFAYyrotS /Ad& FyR 5440 NEnuling thdsiifaindlpdz t Ade 2F 2
YEYyF3aSYSyid 2F GKS /2dzyOAf Qa LIKeaAOlt NBaz2dzNOSa ¢
The Community Plan 20471 o H NJB O 2 tHe/LDR & Eand indélariic ails to secure the

orderly and consistent development of land with the objective of furthering sustainable development
FYR AYLINR@GAY3I ¢gStfoSAyaQ

5.7.2 Baseline Information

Evidence paper EVB&Minerals which can be found atvw.derrystrabane.com/Idfs relevant to
this topic. This topic also overlaps with the Housing, Material Assets, Climate Change, Natural
Resources and Landscape sections of this scoping report.

Minerals

According to research plished by the University of Ulster in 2019 Northern Ireland is recognised as
an attractive area for mining investmeérResults from The Canadian Fraser Institutes 2018 Annual
Survey of Mining Companies demonstrated that Northern Ireland is ranked tvéghop 10

worldwide with regard to overall policy attractivengss;forming well in the quality of infrastructure,
trade friendliness and the quality of geological databQes.

L University of Ulster: Economic Impact of the Geoscience Industry on the Northern Ireland Economy, 2019
2 https://www.fraserinstitute.org/sites/default/files/annualurveyof-miningcompanies2018.pdf
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¢ KS 5F9Qa &dzo YA alatates yhat the'gealokySof the/di§tristgendrally dominated

by hard crystalline metamorphic rocks. Smaller areas of sedimentary rocks of younger Carboniferous

age are present adjacent to Lough Foyle, in the Newtownstewart area and in the extreme south of the
district. The hard psammites, menorphosed limestones and igneous rocks are often suitable for

use as crushed rock aggregates, with some of these rocks having high enough polished stone values to
0S OFrGSI2NRAASR a4 WKAIK ALISOATAOI GfesstanttoalANB A G S
surfacing material. In more recent times distinctive yellow quartzites have been quarried near Claudy

for use as building stone. Crushed mlatzestones are also used for agricultural purposes.

Extensive superficial glacial and glaciofluvipbdigs exist in many of the river valleys throughout the
district (Rivers Faughan, Burn Dennet, Mourne, Glenelly, Owenkillew, Strule and Derg). Many of these
deposits have been worked to produce fine aggregate and the DfE reports that the Derry City and
Stabane District Council area is the second largest producer of sand and gravel in NI, after the Mid
Ulster Council area.Current mineral extraction in the district is exclusively by surface working
(quarrying), which can take up a wider area of land anskptesisual impacts. The DfE indicated in

its POP submissibthat underground mining usually only occurs for precious metals or metalliferous
and nonmetalliferous industrial minerals of medium to high value. Only one underground mine is
currently operéonal in NI, (Kilroot salt mine) which is in Mid and East Antrim Borough.

The DfE also reports that, at the time of writing, the district has five Mineral Prospecting Licences
completely or partially within its area (see Figure 5.7.1). This is theshfgbportion of any council
in NI (covering over 68% of the council area).

Figure 5.7.1 Mineral Prospecting Licenses in DCSDC
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SourceDfE Local Development Plarisput on mineralsMineral Prospecting Licences Map with Council boundaries (September 2018)

1 DfE Minerals Local Development Plangput on MineralsDerry City and Strabane District Council Preferred Options Pdjrerals
2 DfE Minerals Local Development Plangput on MineralsDerry City and Strabane District Council Preferred Options Rdjyerals
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for lead, copper, zinc amyrite. Whilst prospecting / exploration does not usually lead to

development, the DfE considers that the discovery of significant gold mineralisation elsewhere in the
metamorphic rocks of the Sperrins indicates that there is potential for similar nsagoa to be

found within DCSDC. A planning application for a proposed underground mine for the extraction of
32fR 6l a4 adooYAGGSR (2 GKS 5FLQa {GUNIGSIAO tfl yyaA
proposed mine is located in the neighbouringrdisbf Fermanagh and Omagh, around 2.5km from

Derry City and Strabane district at its nearest point. Mineral prospecting carried out prior to the

application indicates that mineralisation in the area also includes a significant quantity of silver.

Afteran area has been mined, it may become an important resource for earth science, research,
recreation and nature conservation. With or without restoration, these redundant sites can provide
ecosystems services or become part of blue/green infrastructungnigelo connect habitats across
the wider landscape and maintaining local biodiversity.

Historically there has been a lack of emphasis on the restoration of sites in NI. This is in spite of the
impacts that can affect the local environment and the amaegiitgcal citizens. To help bring older

sites up to date with environmental standards, a review of older mineral applications (ROMPS) was
introduced to planning legislation.

There were 59 ROMP sites identified (see Figure 5.7.2) in the district bgpimenient of the

Environment in their 2014 Review of Old Mineral Applications, equating to 12.5% of the total number
of ROMP sites in NI (470). The majority of these (48) were for the extraction of sand and gravel,
alongside seven sites for hard rock, thfer limestone and one for clay. The majority of the sand and
gravel sites are located alongside the Rivers Faughan, Burndennet and Strule while the hard rock sites
are distributed across the district. In the future, it may be feasible to restore sdimesefsites for
recreational/educational use and/or as green/blue infrastructure.

The Mineral Products Association NI (MPANI) estimates that the aggregates industry directly employs
4,200 people, has an annual turnover of £650million (3% of NI GDPpdndgs approximately 24

million tonnes of aggregate per yéarhe aggregates industry provides jobs in rural areas where
employment opportunities can be scarce. Within the Council area there are 22 quarry sites. These
account for over 10% of sites inaid from which nearly 300,000 tonnes of aggregate is produced.

I MPANI: Information for Local Councils: Derry &@tra: published January®28016
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Figure 5.7.2: ROMP sites, Earth Science Conservation Sites and geological ASSIs
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DfE has indicated in their POP submission that the DCSDC area does not appear to have any potential
for the discovery and development of hydrocarbon resources.

Earth Science

There are nine Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSIs) in thevdistearth science selection
features (Figure 5.7.2). These are protected for their important geological features. These sites can
also provide important habitat for priority species and their conservation helps to maintain local
biodiversity levels. Faxample Lough Foyle exhibits coastal processes but also provides habitat for
wintering Lightbellied Brent goose, whooper swan and bar tailed Godwit; and Fairy Water Bogs have
important peat morphology but are also an important and rare example of lovda®dl bog

habitat. Earth Science Conservation Review sites (ESCRS) are recognised for their geological features
and are generally located at disused quarries, streams and crags in the district (Figure 5.7.2). There
are 20 such sites in DCSDC, the mgj¢tB) of which are of interest for their Precambrian geology.
There is a direct link between the geology and the geomorphology of an area and its physical
character and natural heritage.

The GSNI published a Geodiversity Charter in'2@hich aims to iiorm decision makers of the
importance of geodiversity to the economy and the environment in NI.

Geothermal Energy

Naturally occurring heat is stored in ground layers ranging from core depths to shallow layers. It can
be used as a source of heating faflthings and possibly electricity. Geothermal energy is low carbon,
renewable (without fluctuation) and is viable with existing technology. It could become a sustainable
part of the future energy mix, if investment and the necessary infrastructure werel@do The UK
National Renewable Energy Action Plan refers to ground heat and the Strategic Energy Framework
(SEP) discusses shallow geothermal energy. The DfE has advised in their POP submission that the

1DfE / Geological Survey of NI2 NJi K SNJ/ L NBf | v R Q3afedd&ding Wodlei Helafds Rdcks andiEzanlJ
2DETI (2010): Strategic Energy Framework for Northern Ireland
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underlying geology of the district is such thatst of the Council area would be suitable for the
deployment of closed loop ground source heat pump systems to provide heating for domestic and
norrdomestic buildings. Small areas of the council would also be suitable for vertical open loop
systems.

Corsideration of its installation and integration is needed at an early design stage alongside other
infrastructure. Domestic scale ground heat pumps can be installed as permitted development.

Land

The Ceordination of Information on the Environment (@i project, initiated by the European
Commission in 1985, provides a comprehensive picture on land use in the UK and Ireland. Corine
uses higkdefinition satellite images and detailed local maps to match land use against 44 different
land use codes. The can be used to monitor changes in land use over time (reference years are
1990, 2000, 2006 and 2012).

Figure 5.7.2 shows a simplified version of the Corine land use classifications for the district. The

detailed land use categories can be arrange®l inti KS  F2 dzNJ ISy SNl £ OF §S3I2NRS:
dzND I Yy QX WCEFNXEFYRQ YR Wbl GdzNI f Qo 5/ {5/ Odz2NNBYy
farmland, the lowest proportion of all the NI LGDs except Belfast and 36% as natural land cover, the
high&a i LINRPLIZNIA2Yy 2F |ttt (GKS bL [D5ad hyteée ox 27F I
WINBSY daNBFyQod

The Northern Ireland Countryside Survey 2007 found that the main changes in land cover over time
were the loss of semi natural habitats griaultural grassland and rural buildings. The trend for

natural land conversion to improved grassland and curtilage was observed in the 1998 survey.
Building was mostly on neutral or improved grassland, indicating pressure on agricultural land but
semi naural habitat losses were also recorded. The loss of semi natural habitat in lowland areas,
where this habitat is already scarce, is a biodiversity issue. In the district, development pressure on
land is evident from types of development such as singd dwrellings in the countryside.
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Figure 5.7.3 Land Cover DCSDC, derived from Corine (2012)
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The Council is rurally dominated with 30% of the population residing in the wider countryside. The
minerals industry in the Council tends to be opencast quarryingvembenergy projects are widely
evident with more approvals waiting to be constructed. All of these types of development require
relatively large areas of land. At the same time, other local land pressures exist. Mineral deposits not
currently used need tbe safeguarded for future use and nature conservation and landscape
designations require careful consideration to ensure their integrity is protected. Other local land
pressures exist in the City where cemetery provision is reaching capacity.

Soil

Soilquality is not currently protected under any specific legislation in NI, but it is a fundamental
physical resource. It acts as a store-famd source of gases like oxygen, nitrogen and carbon

dioxide. It also filters water and provides a base fatib@vsity and raw materials. A properly

functioning soil should be less vulnerable to erosion, reduce flooding, filter pollution and store
essential nutrients that can support plants and animals. Development can affect soil quality through
pollution and eosion. Figure 5.7.4 shows the UK Soil Observatory World Reference Base Soil Map for
the district. The dominant soil types in the council area are:

Stagnosols (pale blue colour on figure 5.7 .8ils with stagnating water.

Histosols (dark grey colour on Figure 5¢/péorly draining soils consisting primarily of organic
materials.

Podzols (green colour on figure 5. %4pils set by Fe/Al chemistry, common in coniferous
forests.

Cambisols (sand colour on figure 5.7 fjatively young soils, with little or no profile
development.

> >

P

P
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Cambisols in particular make good agricultural land and these are particularly evident in the Foyle
valley.

Figure 5.7.4: Soils Map DCSDC

4 g Y y Legend: Soil Map for Northern Ireland (WRB classffication)
: y
U K 3
R Aty AFBI World Reference Base (WRB)
. = o s

Soils map viewer

! Contribute Basemaps

Source: AFBI NI / UKSO Soils Map Viewer
5.7.3 Likly Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan
In the absence of a new plan, it is assumed that the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs, and the
Planning Strategy for Rural NI (PSRNI), would all still be applied and stakeholder cansaliftio
continue to inform decisions. However, the area plans were prepared a long time ago and they are
well past their notional end dates. In the absence of a LDP there could be less opportunity to spatially
plan and manage existing and future physiesburces and at the same time avoid environmental
damage. It may become more difficult to respond to and manage development pressures on the
RAAGNROGQE LIKEAAOlIt NBaz2dz2NOSa FyR G2 | @2AR Ayl Ll
5.7.4 Key Sustaingiby Issues for Physical Resources
A Earth science sites should be protected and could be integrated to blue/green infrastructure
F& LIFNIG 2F GKS /2dzyOAt Qa ylGdz2NIt KSNAGFISo
A Existing mineral sites and reserves should be safeguarded from alternativad/ses a
developments that may impede their accessibility.

A Older mineral sites (pr&985) may be causing undue damage to the local environment and
require new planning conditions to ensure adequate restoration.

A A spatial approach to new mineral sites aniesions could help to support rural
communities and businesses as the most appropriate locations with adequate transport
routes could be prioritised.

A Redundant mineral sites may be suitable for reuse after restoration as education or
recreation assets arat the same time add to local biodiversity as blue/green infrastructure.

1 UK Soil Observatory: Soil groups in Northern Ireland (fourithatwww.ukso.org/soilsofni/soilmap.htm)!
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Some land zoned for recreation/open space has been used for housing and retail purposes
but significant amounts of land zoned for recreation/open space have remained
undeveloped.

Same of the best farmland in the area is located in theliong areas of the Foyle.

Soil quality across the Council should be protected using effective conservation measures due
to a lack of specific legislation protecting soils at a regional or lgehl le

The compatibility of adjacent land uses is important to ensure the most sustainable land use
management.

Development pressure exists from the larger settlements, and commercial and residential
projects.

The mineral prospecting licences presersityied within the district are principally
investigating for silver or gold mineralisation, but other metalliferous minerals may be
present.

Recognition should be given to the damage caused to our landscape and ecosystems through
illegal mineral / hard k extraction and illegal dumping / infill.
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5.8 Transport and Accessibility

5.8.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Overarching regional planning policy for Transport aims to deliver a balanced approach to transport
infrastructure. Integral to this is an underlying drive to improve transport connectivity, accessibility,
efficiency and social inclusivity. Regional palisy aims to reduce our carbon footprint and mitigate
and adapt to climate change whilst improving air quality. Some measures to achieve this are directly
linked to transport and include reducing emissions from transport, improving energy efficiency and
revoking Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAS).

Encouraging people to use public transport and to consider active travel options like walking and
cycling is key to achieving regional policy outcomes. This is reflected in the policy objectives for
transportin the SPPS along with objectives for adequate parking facilities and road safety. The LDP
will also be fundamental to promoting and enabling sustainable transport, but a behavioural shift
within society is also required, both at home and at the workplace.

One of the strategic outcomes of the draft PfG centres on connecting people and opportunities
through infrastructure, which links to providing a sustainable transport system. Improving transport
connections, increasing the use of public transport atigeatravel, increasing environmental
sustainability and improving air quality are four indicators to measure progress on this strategic
outcome.

The Regional Development Strategy (RDS) 2035 promotes strong, sustainable growth for the benefit
of all partsof Northern Ireland and recognises the importance of cities as drivers of economic growth
especially when linked together in mutually supportive networks across wider spatial areas. The RDS
outlines regional guidance to; deliver a balanced approachnspuat infrastructure that takes

account of the needs of our environment, society and economy and, to reduce our carbon footprint,
mitigate and adapt to climate change, whilst improving air quality.

The RDS highlights the role that Ddrondonderry play as the principal city of the North West and
as a cross border and international gateway by way of its airport, sea port, and strategic links to
Letterkenny and Donegal. The RDS guidance underlines the role transport plays in developing
competitive citis and regions and in supporting rural communities.

SubRegional Transport Plan Technical Supplements are listed by geographical area according to
administrative arrangement in 2007 (when the SRTP was developed) The technical supplements
provide backgrouth detail for the SRTP proposals and outline principal problems and transport
proposals for the area. Technical supplements were produced for both the former Derry and
Strabane Districts.

The DCSDC Strategic Growth Plan (Community Plan) outcomes windstarelevant to this topic
relatetothed Yy BANR Y YSy G+t 2StftoSAy3a tATtfFNT W2S 02yySOi
AYFNI &aiNUzO( dzNB Q @

Achievement of this outcome is largely dependent on the progress of key strategic road infrastructure
catalyst prgects including:

A The completion of the A5 Western Transport Corridor from Derry to Aughnacloy and N2
improvements beyond, to enhance critical and safe connectivity to Dublin

A The delivery of the A6 duelling project from Derry to the M22 providing quatibectivity
to Belfast

A The upgrade of the A2 Buncrana Road ebasder economic corridor to release the
potential of Fort George and other development opportunities along its route.

Further key actions from the Community Plan to deliver more integratstisable and accessible
transport with the aim to improve local, national and international connectivity include:
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A Delivery of strategic road infrastructure whilst also enhancing greenway provision and
promoting active travel.

A Development and delivery afsubregional integrated transport strategy and
implementation plan for the City and District.

A Provision of enhanced rail services incorporating a new railway station connected to the city
and regional public transport services and the greenway network.

A Improved connectivity and frequency of flights from City of Derry Airport and enhance City
regional, cros®order and intefcity bus services. Design and delivery (subject to funding) of a
city orbital route connecting the A5, A6 and a third Road Badgess the River Foyle at
Newbuilding.

A Further development of facilities at Foyle Port.

The community plan highlights thaighly effective transport infrastructure is vital for the economy
and for tourism but it is also about how we enable everyoraetess essential services and
participate fully in the life of society. In terms of climate change the big challenge is shifting from
overdependence on the private car to walking, cycling and public transport.

The delivery of the community plan objectadign to the Councils Corporate Plan objective to,

WLINB G§SOG 2dzNJ SY@ANRBYYSY(d YR RSt ADBSNI LIKeaAaOlf NE
advancement of capital projects including 3 significant cross border greenway developments from

Derry to Bacrana, Derry to Muff and Strabane to Lifford and local greenway development at

Ebrington, Clooney and Kilfennan

5.8.2Baseline Information

A detailed baseline of information is available from evidence based papers for the Local Development
Plan including Transportation and Movement and can be foungvat derrystrabane.com/ldp This

section oerlaps with the Health and Wellbeing, Air Quality, Climate Change and Natural Resources
sections of this report.

Transport Emissions

In Northern Ireland, the most common greenhouse gas (GHG) emission is carbon digkida{eO
emissions are evidenubCQ was reported in the 2016 DAERA Environmental Statistics Report as
accounting for nearly 70% of all emissions.

In Northern Ireland, the transport sector is one of the top four emitters of GHGs with 18% of total
GHG emissions contributed to it. Tisigqual to emissions from the energy supply sector and higher
than those emitted from the residential sector.

Emissions are a fproduct from the burning of fossil fuels and although there is a government target
to reduce GHG emissions by 35% on 19@€l3éby 2025, the transport sector has not shown a
declining trend. Additional information and graphs are available from the Northern Ireland
Environmental Statistics Report 2016.

Nitrogen dioxide (N£)generated by road traffic combustion has not decedasnce 2012. Levels in
urban areas have generally increased and no there is no evidence of a declinermssions.

Ground level ozone can result from the chemical reactions of nitrogen oxides from sources such as
vehicle emissions. Urban sites shamone levels are variable but not reducing. Further information

on transport emissions is provided in the Climate Change section of this report.

Transport Routes

NINIS data shows thdtdre is no motorway within the Council but over 90 km of sraylgageway

and just under 18 km of dual carriageway. There are key transport routes to consider within the
Council including the A5 (Dublin), A2/A40/A38 (Donegal) and the A6 (Belfast) but there are also a
significant number of unclassified and B/C claads with unclassified roads measuring
approximately 1500kms.
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Protected Routes

A number of roads in the Derry City and Strabane District have been established as Protected Routes
by Dfl, some of which extend into neighbouring Council Districts and botter with Rol. The

intent of Protected Routes are to restrict development onto main roads to facilitate the free and safe
movement of traffic. Routes are identified on the basis of their contribution to providing efficient

links between main towns,rpbrts and seaports and with the Republic of Ireland.

City of Derry Airport

The City of Derry airport provides a vital air access route to the North West region and is instrumental
in supporting the local economy, not only acting to support the loonaktm market but also by

directly and indirectly providing employment. The airport currently links to London, Manchester,
Glasgow, Edinburgh and Liverpool. In 2018 185,843 passengers used thehaivpavrer this was a

36% reduction in passengers frofiB figures.

Foyle Port

Foyle Port is a key marine gateway to the North West of Ireland for both commerce and tourism. The
port handles approximately 2 million tonnes of cargo per annum and supports approximately 1000
jobs thereby making a vital coritiition to the North West region economy. The port also offers a

range of services including dredging, engineering and steel fabrication and canilitste foaller

cruise ships.

Cars

In 2018, the total number of licenced vehicles in the Councilraeefed 71,710. This is the second
lowest amount relative to other Council areas. The 2018 Travel Survey for Northern Ireland reports
that on average 70% of journeys are made by car which is a decrease from 72%201501@/ithin

the same survey 5% all journeys were made by public transport. Walking journeys represented 19%
of journeys made per person per year. For those traveling to work the car was used for over 80% of
journeys, this figure has remained quite similar since the 2005.

Electric ¥hicles

In an attempt to help combat climate change, the transport industry has been developing measures
to improve fuel efficiency as well as use of alternative fuels. Electric vehicles are now becoming more
common because they emit less GHG emissiomsgé#ol or diesel. Currently 12 charging points are
located in the Council District however, the majority of these are within the city and Strabane Town.
The transport sector is one of the main contributors to GHG emissions in NI and needs to reduce its
impact and shift away from fossil fuels. There is likely to be an increased demand for accessible
electric vehicle charging points as low emission vehicles become more mainstream. Further
information is in the Climate Change section of this report.

Car Parking

Derry City and Strabane District Council is now responsible for all aspects relating to management,
operation and maintenance of the car parks within the District. There are approximately 1662 car
parking spaces between Derry City and StrabEown. There are also car parks in Claudy, Castlederg,
Donemana and Newtownstewart and a number of privately owned car parks, mainly for customer
use, at Foyleside, Quayside, Sainsburys, Crescent Link and at the Pavillion / Asda.

Walking

Alternative nethods of transport might include walking, cycling and public Transport. 61% of

respondents to the NISRA study for Attitudes to Walking, Cycling and Public Transport said they were
satisfied with the current situation for walking in their local areaegqmt. The main reasons why

L1JIS2LX S 6SNB y20 aliGAaFfFASR 6SNB WLR2NI t AIKGAYy3IQS
the age group 124 were more likely to be satisfied with walking in their areas than those aged 65

Ihttps://www.caa.co.uk/Datand-analysis/UKaviationmarket/Airports/Datasets/UHAirport-data
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and over. Male rgmndents were more likely to be satisfied with walking in their area than female
respondents.

¢tKS NBlFaz2ya ¢gKeé LIS2LX S YAIKEG 6S RA&aO02dzNF 3SR FTNRY
F220L 0KAQ YR GKI G WGKS 22 doNdes dissatisfiedtwith walking S (2 2
in their area, over half stated for reason of poor lighting where for males, the main reason was not

enough footpaths.

The proportion of people satisfied with walking facilities among respondents living in Derry City and
Strabane District Council was 61% ahdiighest in satisfaction of the 11 Councils in NI.

Figure 5.8.: Satisfaction with the current situation for walking and walkers in their area across LGDs
201819
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Cycling

The NISRA study also gathered information in relation to cycling where just over half (53%) of
respondents said they were satisfied with the current situation for cycling in their area. The main
reason for dissatisfaction with cyclingifiies was lack of cycle lanes. Within DCSDC 54% of
respondents expressed they were satisfied with the provision for cycling ranking the Dfistrict 6
highest in satisfaction.
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Figure 5.8.2Satisfaction with the current situation for cycling by LGDs-2018
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Travel to Work/Study

Within DCSDC, there are approximatel)B8 people in employment, at school, or in study and

although just ovel2% of residents work or

study from home, the majority remain reliant on

motorised transport. Using public transport and active travel helps to reduce the number of vehicles
on the road, which helps reduce transport emissions and helps to maintairality.q&igure 5.8.5

shows a breakdown of the chosen modes of travel. In total, 59% of this group drive or travel as a
passenger by motorised vehicle to their place of work or study. Motorised vehicles include those who
are passengers (14.96%), car g6ad80%), use taxis (2.60%) or motorbikes (0.13%).

Figures from the Census 2011 show that almost 15% of residents use public transport to travel to
work or their place of study (14.25% by bus and 0.39% by train). Nearly 13% of commuters walk and
less tha 1% cycle. In contrast to regional figures, almost 63% of those sampled for NI commute by

way of car and 13.5% use public transport.
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Figure 5.8%: Modes of Travel to Work or Place of Study in Derry City and Strabane District Council
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main stations for a century before closing in 1980. However, refurbishm#r &fain Station has
recently taken place to provide the New Newitest Transport Hub. The project is delivered by
Translink along with funding from the EU and investment by the Department for Infrastructure,
Department for Transport, Tourism and Sporthe Republic of Ireland, along with Derry City and
Strabane District Council. The project also includes a new greenway link to the city centre and a new
Park and RideThe refurbishment should encourage a modal shift from car to public transport and
other sustainable modes of transport and restoreslémemark building as an important gateway to

the north

Public bus services for Derry City and Strabane are provideaipriby Translink/Ulsterbus.
Ulsterbus also work in eaperation with Bus Eireann and NI Ralways with larnrodEireann to provide
crossborder bus and rail link services between Dublin and Belfast. Bus depots are situated in Foyle
Street, Derry and at Biley Way in Strabane. The frequency of some routes varies depending on

days of the week or for example school terms. DCSDC LDP Evidence Base Paper EVB 11 highlights

details and deficiencies of Transportation across the Council area.

Page92

November 2019



Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

Figure: 5.8.5Key Transport Infrastructure for DCSDC
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71% of respondents to the NISRA study for Attitudes to Walking, Cycling and Public Transport were
satisfied with facilities in their area. Of those who were not satisfied, therezaion was reported
Fa>s Wy2i Sy2dzaK aASNBAOSAQ yR Wil Ol 2F RANBOG acf
respondents to the survey who were in urban areas (79%) said they were satisfied with provisions. In
contrast only 59% of respondents unal areas expressed they were satisfied. Among all age groups
the main reason for dissatisfaction with the transport skuaty’ ¢l & Wy 24 SyglrdzZa K a
belowd K2 ga& GKS O2y iGN} &l 2F NBaLRyRSyi(iQa 2LIAYAZ2Y
Figure 5.8.6Satisfaction with the public transport situation and facilities in their area (%)

10

SNX
a 2

- hd (sl & )] h =

- - - - (o o

1 1 1 1 It 1

.

.

“ |
.

.

B-24 2Z25-34 35-49 &D-64 B5+ Male Female Urban Rure
Source: Dfl findings from NISRA Continuous Household Survey 2018/2019

Page93 November 2019



Sustainability Apprais8copingReport LocalDevelopment Plan 2@3

Within Derry City and Strabane District Council area 73% of people are satisfied witingmsplart
provisiond. This ranks"Bhighest over all the Local Government Districts in NI.

Active Travel

Walking and cycling routes can connect communities to local facilities and services, as well as areas of
open space and the wider countryside. The concept of active travel can enable people to be self

reliant for their travel needs without using a vehlule also provide benefits for local air quality and

LIS2 L) SQa KSHfGK FyR ¢StftoSAyad ¢KS [5t OFy KSft LJ
new developments and projects as well as enhance existing areas. Figure 5.8.8 shows a number of
mediumand short walking routes as well as established cycling routes within the District.

Figure 5.8.7Cycling Routes and Medium or Short Walking Routes in DCSDC
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Greenways

The North West Greenway Network is a project led by thacomorking in partnership with

Donegal County Council, Dfl and Sustrans (the UK based walking and cycling charity). The Forum aims
to develop a 46.5km cross border greenway in the North West by December 2021. 30 km of

greenway already exists in thetd called the Derrf.ondonderry Urban Greenway Network which
includes the Foyle Valley Greenway and the Waterside Greenway. The Strabane Pedestrian Bridge,
which has improved access and connectivity into the town centre from the outlying housing
develgpments is another example that promotes active travel thereby reducing the need for car

travel into the town centre.

To encourage more active travel a number of barrier will clearly need overcome in order to change
the behaviour of commuters in the Distr Whilst there are pedestrian and cycle ways available
within the District, travelling by car remains the most common mode of transport. As a council where

1 https://www.infrastructureni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/infrastructure/attitudés-walkingcyclingand-publictransportin-
northern-ireland20182019 0.pdf
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30% of the population reside in rural areas, public transport options between settlemertsitaek |
Where public transport is available, journeys can often be lengthy. However, the new Waterside
Train Station, with improvements to the line may provide better opportunity for onward travel.

The LDP provides an opportunity to encourage a modab$ipeople away from using the private

car to being able to use other, more sustainable, modes of transport. The Councils involvement in
several active travel projects has developed growing networks of walking and cycling routes at The
Peace Bridge, Watgde, Foyle Valley, Faughan Valley and Prehen Greenway. By expanding upon
these types of local level green infrastructure plans, active travel should be more feasible and in turn
provide benefits to connectivity, local air quality, health and wellbeing.

5.8.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

In the absence of a new plan, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied and
stakeholder consultation would continue to inform decisions. The areas plarsdrovere prepared

a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. In the absence of a LDP it could
become more difficult to integrate sustainable travel options to new and existing developments to
enable people to reduce their reliance the car. Opportunities to integrate active travel with

blue/green infrastructure plans may also be missed.

5.8.4Key Sustainability Issues for Transport and Accessibility

A The absence of a motorway/dual carriageway between Derry and Belfast contiagesrituate
the peripherally of the City and Region. There is a clear infrastructural deficit in the North West
and the uptake of public transport is lower than average.

A Car use is the most popular mode of transport in Northern Ireland and this isagile®erry
City and Strabane District area.

A There are mostly unclassified and B roads across the Council.

A Sustainable travel options are required across the Council area so as to encourage people to use
other transport options than private motorisedhieles.

A Currently there is a low level usage of public transport to get to work.

A Providing support for greenways is important to help reduce vehicle use and improve local air
quality.

A Sustainable and active travel links need to be integrated to exastith new infrastructure so
people can choose other modes of transport to the private car.

A Public transport needs to be improved (cost, congestion, reliability) with adequate links to and
from places of employment, housing and town centres.

A Considertion of the County Donegal Development Plan 22028 is fundamental to transport
development within the region as it could directly impact on air quality by providing more public
transport (rail) and rural transport solutions (park & rides, carpoolirpsthemes).

A There is potential for active travel in a cross border network, linking people and places together.

A ¢KS AYLI OG 2F W. NBEAGQ ySSR&a (2 0SS O NBfdA f &
between the DCSDC area and County Donegal. It is estimated that there are 46,654 daily traffic
movements at crossing points, (DeBsidgend, DersCulmore and StimneLifford).

A The reliance/ dependency on private car use in the rural area is significant and should be

recognised in the absence of few other practical alternatives.

There is scope for increasing the use of our Port and Airport.

Our only rail link add be at risk from climate change.

A Those living in the countryside rely almost exclusively on private car for their daily needs.

N
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5.9 Air Quality

5.9.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Air quality is an important indicator of ldceegional and international environmental conditions as it
helps to indicate levels and sources of air pollutants and air pollution trends. Air pollution is both an
urban and a rural issue that can affect human health, but when levels of certain sabstadt as
nitrogen dioxide, sulphur dioxide or ammonia are exceeded, the effects on ecosystems can also be
adverse.

DAERA and Councils manage air quality in Northern Ireland in compliance with domestic legislation
(the Environment Order 2002, the Air QyaRegulations (NI) 2003 and the Air Quality Standards
Regulations (NI) 2010). These stem from European Air Quality Directives and the UK Air Quality
Strategy for England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland 2007. The strategy provides the strategic
direction to help meet objectives that will protect human health and ecosysténmublished UK

Clean Air Strategy 20A&tates the main sources of air pollution as transport and industry, and
highlights the risks posed to both the environment and humaninealt

Air quality objectives are set at a regional level and include limits for air pollutants. These are primarily
based on ensuring protection of human health and sensitive habitats. Other measures include smoke
control areas and Air Quality Managern@neas (AQMAs). Overarching regional planning guidance
highlights agriculture, transport and energy supply as the three sectors contributing most to a
warming climate in Northern Ireland. All these sources emit other air pollutants in addition to
greenhose gases. Regional policy thus recommends developing policy links between air quality and
climate change. Agricultural land makes up a significant amount of land cover in Northern Ireland, and
we remain heavily reliant on private car use for journeysaamanostly dependent on fossil fuels for

our energy supply. Air quality does not have a specific planning policy, but under the SPPS it can be a
material consideration.

In the draft Programme for Government (dPfG), several outcomes can be linked tor gpeditsf .

These include outcomes to live and work sustainaphptecting the environment; to enjoy long

healthy, active lives; and to create a place where people want to live and work, to visit and invest.
Indicators to help us determine progress ¢ghiaving all of the draft PfG outcomes include improving

air quality, as well as increasing healthy life expectancy, reducing preventable deaths and increasing
environmental sustainability. Improving air quality is a fundamental aspect of sustainable
devebpment as it is important for the quality of our environment, the health of our society and the
sustainability of our economy.

¢ KS / 2dzy OAf Q& Indlugivé BtogdiciGeowth Pldn,y2@0B2, has the three pillars of

sustainable developmentunNd.JA Y YAy 3 A& @GAaArAz2y (2 0SI WI (GKNAOD
YR 5AaUNROG oAGK SljdzZfAGe 2F 2LILIRNIdzyAde F2NI I €
promotes two outcomesW2 S f A @S AdzZAGFAYIlFo6f &YX LIN®iingOpedply 3 (G KS
FYR 2L NIdzyAGASa KNP dzairquaitydaillcontyibbtsldo thél NHzO G dZNB QL
achievement of both of these outcomes. In addition, the social wellbeing pillar of the vision aims for

Wi 2y3s KSIfdKe | yiidakabe Supported thr@ightmead 8es © helpAnipove ¢ 2

air quality.

CKS /2dzyOAf Qa / 2N1LRNIGS tfly IyR t SNF2NXYIyOS LYL
/| 2dzy OAf Q& [/ 2YYdzyAthe tflyT GKNRdAzZZK A (fa yxXna2 SrOEAASRS
Aa (02 W5SEtAGSNI AYLINRPOSR a420AltxX SO02y2YAO YR Sy¢
corporate objectives. Collectively these objectives aim to grow the Council and facilitate cultural
development, protect the environment, and prote healthy communities, whilst providing effective

! https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/thair-quality-strategyfor-englandscotlandwalesand-northerrrirelandvolume 1
2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/77071%ztsateqy2019.pdf
3 Northern IrelancExecutive: Draft Programme for Government Framework-2026
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crossfunctional support services. All of the Corporate Objectives will be more achievable if the
importance of maintaining good air quality are adequately considered.

DCSDC has also developed with stakkers a Green Infrastructure (Gl) Plan 20Q92, which places
climate change, biodiversity, economic prosperity, and people and place, as its four strategic themes.
The GI Plan will help to ensure delivery of a holistic approach to development wheles greb

places are well connected with multifunctional GI. This should deliver benefits for local air quality by
enabling as many people as possible to choose to walk or cycle rather than drive particularly in urban
areas. The Gl Plan also highlights itmgoirtance of green spaces such as parks and treelines in
maintaining and increasing natural resilience to issues like air pollution. The LDP and the GI Plan will
help DCSDC to futureproof itself, its citizens and the environment by reducing the risleasidgc

air quality.

5.9.2 Baseline Information

A detailed baseline of information has been presented for air quality in the LDP 2032 Baseline
Evidence papers for Public Utilities, Transport and Movement, Open Space and Recreation, as well as
under the Natiral Environment title In addition, other sources of information include the DAERA NI

Air Quality website, the Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Report and the NINIS site. The Air
Quiality topic also overlaps with the Health and Wellbeing, Trarespd Accessibility, Climate

Change, and the Natural Resources sections of this report.

Air Quality Management Areas

There are four Air Quality Management Areas (AQMASs) within DCSB T laesa are the Derry

AQMA, the Dales Corner AQMA, the BuncRwad/Racecourse Road AQMA, and the Spencer

AQMA. Four AQMAs were revoked in 2018 but some of the remaining AQMAs have been declared
since 2005 (Derry AQMA). The most recently declared AQMA was in 2013 (Spencer Road). All of the
AQMAs are for nitrogen diadd (NQ). NQis primarily released from the combustion of fossil fuels

with transport and industry the most likely sources, b#D be a severe respiratory irritant and

nitrogen oxides (Ngpcan readily mix with other chemicals to form pollutants likemptdevel ozone

(Gs) that can also act as a respiratory irritant, as well as being toxic to*plengacts on human

health are discussed below.

CdzNI KSNJ AYF2NXIFGA2Y 2y 5/ {5/ Qa IwivNairtjudstydi.doiwle I y R
where progress reports and screening assessments for DCSDC can also be found.

Smoke Control Areas

Smoke Control Areas (SCAs) are located within the District Courfcilhesa have been enforced to
help improvdocal air quality by reducing air pollutants like smoke, sulphur dioxide and particulate
matter (PMg) from the burning of fossil fuels. The SCAs were first introduced in the Strabane area in
2007¢ an area where there is still substantial solid fuel mgfniThe overall aim of the SCAs is to
improve local air quality by ensuring only authorised fuels are used with positive benefits for people
living in or adjacent to those areas. More information on emissions from residential heating can be
found on the [EFRA website

Air Quality Monitoring

In Northern Ireland, there are 18 air quality monitoring stations across NI where pollutants that can
adversely affect human health (includM@x)are measured fdr The average annual mean
concentrationof Nginud 'y | NSFa KFa WNBYFIAYSR NBfFGAQDSE e

! https://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/L DP/Prefer@ptionsPaper(POP)/BaselinEvidence

2 https://www.airqualityni.co.uk/lagm/agma

3DAERA (2019): NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11

4 https://www.airgualityni.co.uk/lagm/smokeontrolareas/452

5 https://uk-air.defra.gov.uk/assets/documents/reports/cat13/1611011539 2015 Black_Carbon_Network
_Annual_Report_Final_18082016.pdf

8 https;//uk- air.defra.gov.uk/assets/documents/reports/cat05/1611011541_Defra_PAH_2015_annual_re port.pdf;
"DAERA (2019): NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11
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arisSasz Wt S@St aln20t7gNDwas Biédhiforedacieds lL6aksite§ o of which were

located in the Councilareggs SNNE 51 f SQ& / 2 NY SNJ | yeRo excgedhhBes w2 a4 SY 2
recorded within the Council area against target values set under the UK Air Quality Strategy (AQS).

NQ levels are used as an indicator for PfG reporting and in 2017, positive change was recorded due

to decreasing level®lore informationis in the NI Environmental Statistics Report 2019. It is noted

however that the four AQMAs in the DCSDC foredissions have been declared for several years

and new measures to reduce emissions are clearly needed. The LDP could help bring measures

forward including those to develop and improve sustainable and active travel networks as well as
improving connectivify

Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons (PAHSs) are chemicals that can be generated from the burning of
fossil fuels. They are of particular cem because they can cause cancer. In NI, PAHs are monitored
across five sites with one located in the Council @@arry Brandywell. From 2011, safe AQS target
levels for PAHs were exceeded and in 2016 and 2017, both EU and AQS levels of PAHgdaxte exce
at this site. The site is in a residential area and the high PAH levels have been associated with
wo2Yo0dzaliA2ys32F avyz2ile 02FfQ

Particulate Matter (PM) is monitored at two locations in DC&Derry Rosemount and Springhill,
Strabané It canbe emitted from transport emissions but also from solid fuel burdmng017, loth
locations were found to be below the RNnnual mearobjective and historically, from 2013, the
Springhill site has been belowgbbjective. The Rosemount site is not within an AQMA and
consideration of measures may be needed to help reduce emissions and avoid any future breaches.
Annual trendgor PMy appear to be declining.

Transport Emissions

As referred to previously, thereaafour AQMASs within DCSDC with some declared for over ten years.
All are for N@ a pollutant emitted from transport sources. Within the Council area, 71,710 vehicles
are registeredl In NI, this is the second lowest amount of all Councils however, sea@mdtansport
corridors are located within the DCSDC including links to Belfast (A6), Dublin (a5) and Donegal (A2,
A40¥. A significant amount of households at 76%, still have access to one or morhiearly a

j dzF NIISNJ 2F (KS / Riteyit@dcds€xa any darl(2d#h) land &rg yiostHikel3 to be
reliant on public transport, taxis and lift sharing but also walking and cycling.

The Dfl reported in The Travel Survey for NI, that the car was the most common mode of transport
and accounted for 1% of all journeys matldn the Census 2011, it was reported for DCSDC that just
over 14% of people working or going to school, went by bus and less than 0.5% wen?.byhieain

were similar figures for active travel, with just under 13% of peodléngeand less than 0.5%

cycling. The majority of journeys were made by vehicle at 59% as either a driver or passenger. The
private car or van remains the most common mode of transport within the Council area with
subsequent impacts for local air qualMore information is in the Transport and Accessibility section
of this report.

Agricultural Emissions
Ammonia(Neb A& | 3L & SYAGOGSR Ayid2 GKS AN Fa | NBadz
housing of livestock, the storage and spreadirgnohal manures and slurries, and the use of

1 DAERA (2019): NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11

2 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/6332j Gty plan-detail.pdf
Section 7.7

3DAERA (2019): NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11

4DCSDC 2018 Updating and Screening Assessment for DCSDC June 2018

5NINIS: Travel and Transpeo@ars; Private & Company (administrative geographies) 2018

6§ DCSDC: LDP 2030 Transportation and Movement Baseline Evidence Paper October 2016

7NINIS: People & Place€ar Ownership Access (administrative geographies)

8DCSDC: LDP 2030 Transportation and Movement Baseline Evidence Paper October 2016

9NINIS: Ceus 2011 Method of travel to work or place of study (Resident Population):KS702NI (administrative geographies)
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chemical fertilisét High emissions are associated with dairy, pig and poultry farming and it has been
identified in the UK Clean Air Strategy as one of the main sources of air pollutfoAingdllution

related to NH, and the associated nitrogen deposition, is known to have a damaging impact on
sensitive habitats and species, and ecosystem resifignaealso human health through the

generation of secondary particulate maftetn NI, agriculture is ¢hdominant source of NH

emissions, wit®2% ofemission levelderived from livestock, and 8% from the application of

nitrogen fertilisers Since 2001, Ntémissions from livestock have increased by 7.4% but emissions
from fertilisers have decreased by@. Overall, howeveXH; emissions are increasfhdhe majority

2F bLQ& RSAAIYIFIGSR aAridsSa F2NI ylFddz2NBE O2yaSNII GAz2y
which environmental damage occUrkicreased (or more intensive) agricultural activities may further
exacerbate this widespread isst#ore information on Agriculture is in the Climate Change section of
this report.

Energy Sources

In NI, electricity supplied from renewable energyrase or less increased every year since

2001/02. By 2017/18, 36.4% of total electricity consumed in NI, came from indigenous renewable
sources. The majority of this energy came from wind sources but other energy sources could include
solar, biomass, heatr anaerobicThis type of diversification in our energy supply helps to reduce
carbon emissions and other pollutants from fossil fuel combustion. In NI, th&elom¢yend shows

an increase in the generation and use of renewable electriblyre infomation is in the Material

Assets and Climate Change sections of this report.

Human Health

There is an important link between air quality and human healtheldK Clean Air Strategy, traffic

emissions were highlighted as one of the top sources bfaif f dzi A2y LINBoO6f Sya | yR
Y2NB KI NY 0KLF y©ideatimnaed Sat @ ¥e JKA lije Bxpatancy is shortened by

eight months because of poor air quafityPublic Health Englatestimates that in NI around 553

deaths annually mdye attributed to pollution fronparticulates. In the report on local mortality due

G2 FANI LREtdziA2yT Ad A& adlFdiSR KIFIGE WOdZNNBy G f S
2y Lzt AO KSIFHfGK®Q LG A @missdns tha deaffected? Aslpreviodsly & 6 dzi
referred to, NQcan irritate the lungs and reduce resistance to respiratory infections with prolonged
exposure particularly dangerous for childfe®omestic coal burning is a contributor to PM

pollution** whichcan cause heart and lung issues with carcinogenic risks. In DRSEt@ndardised

death rate from respiratory disease in the under 75s was 43.7 per 100,000 of the population. This was
much higher than the NI average of 34 and the second highest retative other Councits

5.9.3 Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

In the absence of a new plan and without up to date spatial information, there may be a greater risk
of decreasing air quality through inappropriately lodadevelopment. There would likely be fewer
opportunities to integrate measures to help people opt for more sustainable modes of travel

1 DAERA: NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

2./ bSsay [/ tSFy AN {0ON} (iSTION. IaNANF2BIRO t 2t f dziA2y WAAIYATFTAOIY(d LINRO
3 Air Pollution Information System UK

4DAERA: NIEA DCSDC Sustainability Appraisal Interim Report consultation response dated 21/08/2017

5 DAERA: NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

8 DAERA: NI EnvironmentaltBtics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

7 Defra: UK Air Information ResourcBeport: Trends Report 2019: Trends in critical load and critical level exceedances in the UK
8 DAERA: NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

9 DAERA: NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

ODEFRA: UK Clean Air Strategy 2019

11 DAERA presentation for draft Programme for Government Air Quality Stakeholder Consultation, August 2016

2 Public Health England

https://assets.pulishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment data/file/332854/PHE_CRCE_010.pdf
3 DAERA: NI Environmental Statistics Annual Report Issue 11 2019

14DCSDC Environmental Health Office Scoping Report Update November 2018 consultation

15 NINIS: Health and Social Caftandardised Death Ratdrespiratory Under 75 (administrative geographies) 200148
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including public transport, cycling and walking. Likewise, there may be a greater risk of losing land to
certain types oflevelopment where it could otherwise help to maintain local air quality. There would
be less opportunity to deliver sustainable infrastructure and land use that will reduce public exposure
to air pollutants.

5.9.4 Key Sustainability Issues for Aal®u

A There are four active Air Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) within the District Council area and
all four are for nitrogen dioxide from transport sources.

A There are smoke control areas across the DCSDC area, where authorised fuels must be used. The
Strabane area has a particularly high amount of solid fuel burning.

A A significant amount of household§6%, have access to one or more car and the car or van is
the most common mode of transport making up 59% of work or school related journeys.

A Measures within the LDP are needed to help facilitate and encourage people to use public
transport or to walk or cycle rather than use the private car or van for daily journeys.

A Measures to reduce ammonia emissions from the agriculture sector would likely help to improve
local air quality with positives for human health and climate change objectives.

A Measures to develop and integrate appropriate renewables to the energy systaohlikely
help to improve air quality with positives for human health and climate change objectives.

A Inthe DCSDC, respiratory related deaths are much higher than the NI average and so improving
air quality will be particularly important for public Haal

A Partnership working with other agencies and Councils will be needed to help ensure sustainable
land use with compatible adjacent land uses that protect local air quality and enable reduced
travel to facilities and services.
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5.10 Climate Change

5.10.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Greenhouse gases (GH@arbon dioxide (G nitrous oxide (PD), methane (CHand fluorinated

gases have been entering the atmosphere at an accelerated rate since the Industrial Revolution.

These additional gases are mostly from fossil fuel combustion but also deforestation and agricultural
practices. They add to background levels and increase the natural warming of the ilanet
WINBSYyK2dzaS SFFSOGQd /& Advk & SS 1aNIA S Al Alailiv2 KIIDSNIS 4K
warmed from prelndustrial Revolution times by nearly 1°C and that global sea levels have increased

by 1520 centimetres with thermal expansion and ice loss from glaciers arid land

Reducing GHG emissions is the ordy t@ mitigate humainduced climate change so the RDS

recommends we reduce our carbon footprint, adapt to climate change and deliver a sustainable and

secure energy supply. In the SPPS, climate change is viewed as a central challenge to achieving
sustain®dle development. The SPPS promotes the planning system as a tool to shape new and existing
developments to help combat climate change by promoting sustainable patterns of development and
transport, with renewables, energy efficiency and green/blue infrestre accounted for. It details
YAGATIGAZ2Y YR FRFELIFGAZ2Y F2NJ OfAYIGS OKIy3aSo tf
(PPS18) sets out policy for renewables in NI. It encourages their integration to improve our security of
energy supply, reduce odependence on fossil fuels, and lower our carbon emigsions

The UK level Climate Change Risk Assessment Reports have already highlighted the importance of
focusing more action and further research on flooding and coastal change; the health risks from

higher temperatures, water shortages, natural capital, food trade; and new pests, diseases and

Ay @ arodsS aLISOASad Ly bLQa FANRG /fEAYIFIGS / KIFy3aS |
flooding, water, natural capital, agriculture and forestry. Floogihgh A RSY A FTASR | & WL
GKS Y2aid aAi3ayaTa Ol Kodding YaRalreatiyFifyidd pedfediing @ithidtife b L

Council area and in response DCSDC has produced, the firlhetbhsed Climate Adaptation Plan

in NI, aimed edeveloping climate change resilientcommunftes Ly b L Q& a-3002y R /[ /!t
central government details how to address the current risks and opportunities to NI. Planning is
NEFSNNBR (2 Ay (KS tflyQa 9ESOd=iliangeSfoirdocivty NE = | &
and natural environment to an uncertain future, as well as for the known current and projected

AYLI Ota 2F F OKFy3aAay3a OftAYFGS®Q

¢KS bL 9ESO8nichdssSia strategNbutcomes Vilitih42 indicators of success. Gme of

2dz 02YSa Aa WwWi2 {LBIR GISYOR Ag/ANJI KESdzSEYIOMWNRYIYS Yy 6 QP ¢
help achieve progress on this outcome. These include increasing innovation in our economy,

increasing use of public transport and active traveleeging environmental sustainability (by

measuring GHGS), increasing household waste recycling, and improving air quality. Action on all of

these indicators, will help to combat the effects of climate change and deliver on sustainability.

¢ KS / 2ampabetefP@riiand Performance Improvement Plan 2019/20, supports delivery of the

| 2dzy OAf Q& [/ 2YYdzyAle t €y ¢42082);thdatigh BSbjettited] 4§ SIA O DN
LINAZ2NRAGASA FyR OlA2yad ¢KS / 2 Nk dcbnoBicand Yy Q& YA 3
SYG@ANRYYSy(lf 2dziO02YSa T2N) SOSNE2YySdQ (GKNRdAdAK T2
objectives aim to grow the Council and facilitate cultural development, protect the environment, and
promote healthy communities, whilst providi effective crostunctional support services. All of the

LUK Climate Change Risk Assessment Synthesis Report 2016

2 Department of Environment August (2009): Planning Policy Statement 18: Renewable Energy
3Department of Bvironment (2014): Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation Programme

4 https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/Coure@dingthe-way-on-tacklingClimatechange
5DAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation Programme

8 Northern Ireland Executive: Draft Programme for Government-202%
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Corporate Objectives will be more achievable if the potential impacts of climate change on DCSDC are
adequately considered.

DCSDC is already acting on the potential impacts of climate chatgecmiomy, people and
environment and has developed with stakeholders a Green Infrastructure (Gl) Ple20321%he Gl

Plan places climate change as one of its four strategic themes, alongside biodiversity, economic
prosperity, and people and placen@ie change mitigation and adaptation is listed as one of the
potential benefits and functions of GI. The Gl Plan will help to ensure delivery of a holistic approach to
development where people and places are well connected with multifunctional Gl. li8tis ho

approach to land use should help to combat the effects of climate change by integrating Gl that can
help manage run off, act as floodplain, provide cooler areas and shade, as well as enable as many
people as possible to opt for walking or cyclingdfod K SANJ RIF Af & 22daNySead ¢KS
integration of green spaces as functionally important land will also help to increase overall natural
resilience within the natural and built environment. The Council has also produced the first Council
level Climate Adaptation Pfaand has established a climate emergency working gnitipin the

Council. Cumulatively these plans will help to futureproof the Council area to the effects of climate
change.

5.10.2 Baseline Information

Relevant informigon can be found across multiple sources including the Northern Ireland
Neighbourhood Information Service (NINIS), The NI Environmental Statistics Report, and The NI
Greenhouse Gas Inventory. Baseline information has also been presented within the Baselin
Evidence papers for the LDP for the topics of Open Space and Recreation, Coastal Development,
Natural Environment, Renewable Energy, Transport and Movement, and Public’UTiligeGlimate
Change topic also overlaps with the Health and Wellbeing ridlafessets, Physical Resources,
Transport and Accessibility, Air Quality, Water, Natural Resources, Landscape, and the Historic
Environment sections of this report.

International context

In 1988, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IR€Ggtwp by the World
aSGiS2NRt23A0Ft hNBFIYAAlLIGAZ2Y YR GKS ! YAGSR bl GAZ
provide Assessment Reports based on scientific and technical information, with response sgyategies
adaptation and mitigationto the predicted impacts of humah Yy RdzOSR Of AYIF S OKIl y3S
first assessment report was in 1990 and helped create the international United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). The IPCC delivers regular reports on climate change issues
and its fourth in 2007, began to integrate climate change with sustainable development policies. The

fifth Assessment Report (AR5) was released between 2013 and 2014. In it, levels of GHG are reported

as the highest they have been since theipaustrial ea. Atmospheric concentrations of £CH

and NO are the highest they have been in the last 800,000 years. Their effects are extremely likely to

be the dominant cause of observed global warming since the 1950s. It reports that GHG emissions

need to reducdoy 4670% by 2050 to have a likely chance of avoiding the 2°C increase.

In 1992, the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, known as the Earth
Summit, partially led to the UNFCGRe Global Warming Convention. The UNFCCC led ttriesun
committing to reduce their GHG emissions to help combat climate change under the Kyoto Protocol
(1997). The Kyoto Protocol set internationally binding emission reductions. Heavier burdens were
placed on developed nations, where the amount of GHGsenswas higher. The United Kingdom
(UK) and Ireland were both signatories. Although the Protocol was adopted in the 1990s, the first
commitment period did not start until 2008. We are now in the second commitment period, from
2013 to 2020, and an 18% rextion in GHG emissions on 1990 levels is expbdibd UNFCCC was

L https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/CouHeidingthe-way-on-tacklingClimatechange
2 https://www.climateemergency.uk/blog/dersity-strabane/

3 https://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/L DP/Prefer@ptionsPaper(POP)/BaselinEvidence
4United Nations Climate Change (UNQ®) Paris Agreemehttps://unfccc.int/
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created to help reduce global warming and cope with its consequences and it remains the key
international treaty to do this The UK is an independent signatory and remains committedfitdt$u
international obligations.

In 2016, the UNFCCC met in Paris to discuss strengthening the global response to climate change.
With the support of 196 countries, the Paris Agreement was made. It aims to pursue efforts to limit
temperature increast 1.5°C or less on pirdustrial levels. Ambitious GHG reductions from 2020 in
Nationally Determined Contributions are requirements of this agreement. In total, 179 out of 197
countries have ratified the Paris Agreement, including the UK and freland

UK Context

The UK was the first country to have a legally binding commitment to reduce GHG emissions with the
UK Climate Change Act 2808led to the formation of the independent body, the Committee on

I tAYLGS / KFEy3aS o/ [/ 0% -Connittted] Fhése advise & UKlakdldddivedi A 2 Y {
administrations on carbon budgets and preparing for climate change. The devolved administrations of
the United Kingdom (UK) are expected to contribute to the reductions stated in the Climate Change
Act, which meas by 2050 an 80% reduction of GHG emissions based on 1990 levels should be
evident. The latest projections published by DARBecember 2017 indicate that GHG emissions

will be 31.2% lower in 2030 than in 1990, which is close to the target. The 2008 Act also requires the
UK to produce a report every five years on the risks and opportunities from climate change. The first
Climae Change Risk Assessment (CCRA) was produced in 2012.

The second CCRA Evidence Report>20dflighted the following six priority risk areas:

flooding and coastal change

health and welbeing from high temperatures
water shortages

natural capital

food production/trade, and

new pests/diseases and noatives

> > > >

The most recent land and marine climate projections for the UK (UKCP18) were published in
November 2018. Prior to the publication of UKCP18, the previous climate projections used were
UKCPOQublished in December 2009.

NI Context

Ly GKS !'YQa //w! HAMTI FRRAGAZ2YFET LINAR2NRGE NRA]3
research are needédHow central government plans to address these risks and opportunities is in

the second NllEnate Change Adaptation Programme (NICCAP)204d b L Qa AYAGALFE [/ f
/ KFy3aS 1T RIELIGIFGAZ2Y tNRANFYYS wnmnIE ARSYGAFASR [/ 2d
F g NBySadaa YR LINPJGARS fSFRSNBEKALI (KMRdJdzZZIK G§KSANI N
The aimofthe NICCAP 2891 Hn Ad (2 o0dzZAf R WI NBAAfTASYld b2NIKS
welkinformed decisions are taken to address the secmnomic and environmental impacts of

StAYIGS OKFy3IsoQ

It focuses on five key priority &

A natural capitat land/coast/marine/freshwater, ecosystems, soils and biodiversity
A infrastructure services

! Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) http://www.ipcc.ch/index.htm
*https://unfccc.int/process/thgparisagreement/statusof-ratification

3 Defra 2012A Climate Change Risk Assessment for Northern Ireland

4DAERA Statistics and Analytical Services Branthern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Projections Upplalbiished 15/12/2016
5HM Government January (2017): The UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017

8 Ibid.

7DAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation Programme
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A people and built environment
A disruption to business and supply chains
A food security/global food production

Of these five priorities, seven stegic outcomes have been identified for NI with associated risks and
2L NI dzyAGASa fa2 ARSYGAFASR® /[ dzydzZ F GA@St e | f¢
resilience of NI to the impacts of climate change including flooding and othemexiveather

events. For example, in the UK, it has been estimated that approximately 2000 people die each year

due to the effects of heatwith this figure likely to increase with predicted temperature increases

and more frequent exposure to the sun.

NIClimate Scenarios

Climate change is one of the top four environmental concerns amongst the general public in NI, with
27% of households reporting it in 2017718ccording to the UKCP18, by 2100, winters and summers
will both be warmer; winters will haveore precipitation and summers will have less. However,

natural variations mean that some cold winters, some dry winters, some cool summers and some wet
summers will still occur. Under a mmghge emissions scenario, sea level rise at Belfast will b&n0.18
0.64 metres higher than the 198D00 average; and extreme weather events will be moredikely

Queens University Belfast manages nine climataitoring stations across NI for temperature and
precipitatiorf. Climate projections informed by this momitm predict that average temperatures will
increase and become progressively warmer toward the end of fheedtury. Temperature increase

will occur in all seasons, with inland areas showing a larger degree of warming than coastal areas.
Summers will & drier and winters wetter but overall precipitation will fall slightly. In The NI
Environmental Statistics Report 2019, an increasing average temperature has been recorded over the
last 100 years. The top ten warmest years in the UK have been recomked39®. All of these

climate variations are likely to need to be factored into planning related denisikimg.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

In 2017, NI accounted for 4.3% of UK GHG emissions. These were estimated to be equivalent to 20
milliontonnes of C@ CQ emissions accounted for 68% of all GHG emissions in Northern Ireland. It

was the most common gas emitted from most sectors but not agriculture, or waste management.

Methane (Ch) was a more significant GHG from both of these sectoraibed livestock and

landfill. Nitrous oxide () was the other significant GHG emission from the agriculture sector. This is

I RAFFAOMzZ G DI D G2 020K YSIF&Adz2NE FyR NBRdAzZOS® bL I
emissions of these gases due to tlter@omic importance of agriculture in®NDverall, there was a

decrease in GHG emissions of 3% compared to 2016 and the-lermga@rend showed a decrease of

18% compared to the 1990 baseline year

The largest sectors in terms of emissions in 2017 wetewture (27%), transport (23%), energy

supply (17%), residential (13%) and business (12%). GHG emissions from these sectors are by
products from farming practices, vehicle emissions and the general burning of fossil fuels for
energy/electricity or heatig. Most sectors have shown a decreasing trend in emissions since the base
year. The largest decreases have been in the energy supply, residential and waste management
sectors. These were driven by improvements in energy efficiency, fuel switching fiaonradaral

gas, which became available in the late 1990s, and the introduction of methane capture and oxidation

1 UK Climate Change Risk Assessment 2017: Evidence-Fponhary for Northern IrelangPeople and the Built Environment
2DAERA (May 2019): The Northern Ireland Environm@tatstic Annual Report 2019 IssuegHigure 1.7

3 Department of Environment (2014): Northern Ireland Climate Change Adaptation Programme

4Mullan et al (2012): Developing s#tpecific future temperature scenarios for Northern Ireland: addressinigsges employing a
statistical downscaling approach. International Journal of Climatology, 32(13p@7and presentation from Dr D. Mullan QUB
5 International Journal of Climatology: The State of the UK Climate 2017 Volume 38 Issue S2

6Defra 2012A Climate Change Risk Assessment for Northern Ireland

7DAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventori2039(Statistical Bletin
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systems in landfill manageménBetween 2016 and 2017, GHG emissions decreased most from the
energy supply sector (15.1%) but increases weigdent from transport (+0.4%), agriculture (+1.2%),
and land use change(+9.8%).

Figure 5.10.1: Greenhouse Gas Emissions in Nb§@hs
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Figure 5.10.2: Greenhouse Gas Emissions in NI 2017 by sector
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Sourcerigures 5.10.1&N GHG 199017 Statistical Bulleting 2019

The transport and agriculture sectors both showed higher emissions in 2017 than in the baseline year
with a 30.2% increase from the transport sector due to more vehicles on the road and a 2% increase
from the agriculture sectorue to more livestock. Four other sectors are also accountable for GHG
emissions. These are industrial processes, land use change, public and waste management. Of these,
the land use change sector has shown a 23% increase in emissions from the basellinésyear

reflects conversions as well as losses from-satuiral land cover to developed land

~

¢KS bL 9ESOdziA@SQa G NHSG G2 NBRdzOS DI D SYAaaArzy
¢ KS RNJ T t’r'DQa 2dzi O2 YN Ot A Y3 uﬁf;(sse S BA NBEYESY ik
SYAa& 2ya Fy AYRAOIFIG2NI 2F LINPINBaa 261 NR YSS

1 DAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventorn2099CStatistical Bulletin
2DAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventor2093(Statistical Bulletin

3 www.theccc.org.uk
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MtCQe and based on this, we are currently neither failing nor succeeding to meet that measure and
outcomé.

Greenhouse & Emitting Sectors

Agriculture

In 2017, the agriculture sector continued to be gestcontributor of GHG emissions in Northern

Ireland, totalling 27% of all emissions and an increase of 2% on baseline levels. Livestock and nitrogen
fertiliser are tvo sources and account for 92% and 8% of all ammoni) éNtissions The

agriculture sector is also the main source of &td NO, accounting for 85% and 90% of total

emissions. Although the sector emits a relatively low amount £fitGnits NO to asignificant level.
CENXYAY3 Aa |y AYLRNIFYyd LINI 2F bLQa SO2y2vye az
measures that will help reduce GHG emissions li®eadd NEleven if they are difficult to estimate.

According to NINIS, there are 1771 farimthe Council area and these include cattle, sheep, pig and
poultry®. There are six other Council areas with a higher number of farms but in terms of area, DCSDC
is in the middle with 97,080 hectares of land farmed. A significant proportion of this ldadsified

as very small farms or small, at nearly 88% but 12% is classified as medium or large. Cumulatively,
there is a substantial amount of agricultural land within the DCSDC area with sheep and cattle farming
the most popular but crops also prorairt. Measures to reduce GHG emissions could include steps

to improve soil management, avoid soil erosion, adopt organic farming methods and adopt new
technologies. More information is in the Physical Resourcterset this report.

Transport

In 2017, tle transport sector accounted for 23% of all GHG emissions in NI and an increase of 30.2%
on baseline levels. This reflects the reliance people have in NI for motorised vehicles. It is a significant
contributor of C@but also nitrogen dioxide (NY@mitted from the combustion of fossil fuels. NO

can cause respiratory issues and is partly why in the UK from 2040, all vehicles will be electric or
hybrid, as diesel and petrol vehicles will be bafngg 2050, all cars in the UK are likely to be-ultra

low emssion vehicles. New transport and residential developments need to be encouraged to
consider future changes in the transport system. Likewise, the LDP should be used to help reduce
GHG emissions from transport by providing accessible walking and cydiéégsgawell as adequate
public transport options. Spatial planning of land use should provide the most effective local and
regional level travel routes but help to reduce car dependency and increase use of sustainable and
active travel. More informatiors iin the Transport and Accessibility, and Air Quality sections of this
report.

Energy Supply
The energy sector (energy generation and heat production) has been one of the main contributors to

reductions in GHG emissions with a 35.7% reduction from 198IL{#. The energy supply sector in

NI has had the largest reduction in GHG emissions of all the sectors. This is due to the switch from
coal and oil to natural gas, improved energy efficiency and the uptake in renéwabte are

currently two gadired power stations in NIBallylumford and Coolkeeragt third is planned for

the Belfast Harbour EstdteGas is less carbon intensive and more energy efficient than coal and oil,

so preferred in terms of GHG emissions and efficiency. The transitiondedmand oil has helped to

reduce GHG emissions from the energy sector. As policy directs the energy market toward reduced
GHG emissions and a low carbon future, changes in sources and production will have to occur. These
include diversity of renewabldsattery storage and carbon capture projects, and a grid that can

1 DAERAR019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventory ‘2T Statistical Bulletin

2DAERA Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Re06it9

3 Northern Ireland Neighbourhood Information Service: Agriculture & EnvironrRanin Census (administratigeographies) 2018
4www.climatenorthernireland.org

SDAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventorn2093(Statistical Bulletin

6§ DAERA Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics R2pbét Issue 8 March 2016

7 Department for the Economy (June 2018): Energy in Northern Ireland 2018

8 https://evermoreenergy.com/belfastpowerstation/
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enable multiple renewable connections including for prosumers i.e.-soaddl producers. More
information is in the Material Assets section of this report.

Figure 5.10.2: Electricity genated by Fuel Tyga NI
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Source: DAERA, NI Carbon Intensity Indicators 2019 (Published 24 October 2019)

Renewable Energy

Renewable energy is not reliant upon fossil fuel combustion and can help reduce GHG emissions from
the energy sector because it usegural energy with a low or zero carbon footprint. The NI Executive
endorsed a target of 40% of electricity consumption to be from renewables by 2020 whilst the UK has
a target to reduce GHG emissions from 1990 baseline levels by 80% by 2050 (UK Glhgat&«th

LY HAMTKMYS oc®m> 2F blLQa St SOsiyKicanindease ®SRa o4 &
electricity generated from renewable sources since 2031/02

The main sources of renewable energy in NI are wind, solar, hydropower, heati(frgmousnd,

water) and biomagsvith onshore windfarms the most established source of renewable electricity. In

the DCSDC, there are 17 approved windfarms and 9 under consideritierstrabane legacy

District Council area has historically had the highesiber of renewable energy sites at 44 and

generated the most renewable energy at 401,165 (MWh) witHirNMNIS data shows that all of the

above mentioned renewables are evident in the DCSDC area as well as anaerobic digestion and
landfill gas but th@nnual approval rate for renewable projects tends to be well below the NI

averagé. This likely reflects the difficulty in protecting the environment and residential amenity from
inappropriate development. More information is in the Material Assets amsid@hiResources

sections of this report.

Residential

The residential sector remains a top contributor to GHG emissions within NI despite decreases in CO
emissions since the base year in 990 remains dependent on fossil fuels for home heating but in
recent years, there has been a transition away from coal and oil to gas. In the 2011 Census, nearly
70% of households in DCSDC were recorded as using oil and only 5.19% ‘ugingsgasns from

1 DAERA: Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Report Issue 11 May 2019

2DCSDC LDP Baseline Evidence Bdhdilic Service and Utilities December 2016

3DCSDC LDP Baseline Evidence dpamewable Energy October 2016

4DCSDC LDP Baseline Evideapere Renewable Energy October 2016

5NINIS: People & PlacePlanning applications and decisions granted (administrative geographies)@#2
6 DAERA: Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Report Issue 11 May 2019

7NINIS: Census 20& CentralHeating: KS04NI (administrative geographies)
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houses can be linked to not just their source of fuel hgabut also their energy efficiency and their
location to key services. The LDP could be used to help facilitate and encourage low carbon lifestyles
and help to reduce GHG emissions from the residential sector, as well as better equip communities to
adaptto the impacts of climate change. Measures to do this could include green building design,
access to renewables, native planting schemes, integration of Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)
and connection to walking and cycling routes.

Waste Management

The waste management sector is responsible for 4% of GHG emissions and has seen a 56.8% decrease
in GHG emissions from 1990 to 28Methane is a powerful GHG and the dominant GHG emitted

from the waste management sector due to landfilling practicésee has been a decreasing trend in
emissions from the sector since the 1990 baseline year due to the closure of landfills and methane
capture.

There is no landfill capacity in the DCSDC area but there are 12 Civic Amenity Sites including a multi
million pound waste and recycling centre located in StraBaAs a member of the Northwest Region
Waste Management Group, the Council is committed to the Waste Management Hierarchy and the
need to reduce reliance on landfill and promote recycling and energy rectv@017, a rate of

46.03% was recorded for the reusing/recycling/composting of municipal®wakie is below the NI
average of 47.63%. More information is in the Material Assets section of this report.

Impacts of climate change

Flooding

Increasedncidences of flooding are one of the predicted impacts of climate change. This is expected
due to increased levels of precipitation, as well as extreme weather events with surface and river
floodingmore likeR® Cf 22 RAYy 3 K I Fotently ghe &f RSmyodt SighikicariRant & W
urgent riskQ (. Zhete lre areas along the River Foyle including Derry and Strabane where coastal
flooding is expected to exacerbate local flooding due to high’tiilae DCSDC has now developed its
own Climate Adagption Plan because of flooding events in 2017 and the negative impact this had on
citizen$. The EU funded project aims to develop partnerships across the wider North West region to
help protect communities from the effects of climate change includingg$land extreme weather
events.

It is becoming increasingly accepted that having fully functional wetland and coastal ecosystems will
help to absorb excess water from flooding events and storm SuRmeelopment in flood risk areas

not only places it at risk but can increase flood risk on adjacent sites and downstream, as well as
increase pressure on natural floodplains. This places risk on both the natural and built environment. It
has been reportethat one in ten homes in the UK is in a flood risk*area

The introduction of SuDS within the built environment is a key way to provide sustainable flood relief
to homes affected by adverse weather conditions. SuDS not only enable surface water to be
minimised whilst protecting the natural and built environment but can also add to local biodiversity
and improve the quality of public realm. SuDS are more adaptable to changing environments and
weather conditions when compared to regular underground dtains

IDAERA 2019: Northern Ireland Greenhouse Gas Inventors20@95tatistical Bulletin

2DAERA Northern Ireland Environmental Statistics Re®#01.9

3DCSDC LDP Baseline Evidence Bdhdilic Services drutilities December 2016

4NINIS: Agriculture and Environmehbcal Authority Collected Municipal Waste Recycling (administrative geographies)
5DCSDC LDP EvideBeseline Papey Coastal Development December 2016

§DAERA Climate Change Adaptation Programme 2014

7DCSDC LDP Evidence Baseline Bépsastal Development December 2016

8 https://www.derrystrabane.com/Council/News/CouHreihdingthe-way-on-tacklingClimatechange

9 SEPA (2016) Natural Flood Management Handbook

o www.climatenorthernireland.org.uk

gkt Sesr wax 2Ff1SNE !'[X 5Q!I NDezx . S td o6p Y2NB | dmeddidgdBfo 6 HAMp O
ICE Civil Engineering, 168 (3). pp. 123D
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hyS 2F (KS RNJ FTdbnnécHpBople atmi dpgbituSities thrdughi(bér infdastru@urel y R
this could be supported by avoiding development in or near to flood risk areas. More information on
flooding is in the Water section of this report.

Coastal flooding and erosion

DCSDC has a number of key infrastructure projects located along its coast including the main railway
line to Coleraine Belfast- Dublirt. Other significant developments include the Coolkeeragh Power
Station and the City of DerAjrport. The main settlements of the DCSDC are both located on the

River Foyle. The lelying coastal plains where these developments are located are likely to become
increasingly vulnerable to rising sea levels, coastal flooding during storm evemsrarmgone to

coastal erosion.

I W, I AaStAyS {GdzReé yR DILI !'ylLfteara 2F /2Fadkt 9N
commissioned with the Department for Infrastructure was published in January 2019. Amongst the
a0dzRe Q& | A Y the dpéidional Beeds & Boghigdvéairament bodies and local authorities in

terms of information required to inform coastal decisioaking and identify key considerations to

inform the development of policy on coastal erosion. It has included devighpeliminary

vulnerability assessment of coastal erosion along the NI coast.

Biodiversity loss

Climate change is expected to impact on local biodiversity, as changing climatic factors will cause
habitats to alter and species to maéveor its size, NI isxe of the most geologically diverse areas
of the planet so it is critical that the current level of biodiversity is protected, through
conservation of its priority habitats and specidsese changes could lead to habitat loss and in
other areas, nomative species may be able to thrive and outcompete native species and habitats,
which may attempt to relocate within their preferred climate. Buffer zones or Gl around nature
conservation sites and priority habitats could aid future movement of species diiraate change.

Health

The predicted effects of climate change include higher temperatures, milder winters, higher
intensities of rainfall and increased frequency of storm events. All of these weather events bring with
them potential risks to human hehltWith the increasing average temperatures and predicted
increases in periods of hot weather, some people may become increasingly vulnerable to heat related
illnesses. There is an opportunity with the LDP to develop policies that can facilitate andgascour
integration of adaptation measures for climate change by encouraging environmentally sustainable
design measures that may provide shade and cool areas, use passive solar design, store rainwater and
integrate active travel routes. The SPPS 2035 readdrow planning can help mitigate and adapt
towards climate change, particularly through problems such as extreme heat, which can affect the
LJdzo f A OQ& KSI f 4K

Green Infrastructure Plan

DCSDC has producedra&h Infrastructure (GlPlan 2012032 and mcesclimate changas one of

its four Key Strategic Themes. Existing Gl has been reviewed and opportunities for new Gl

investigated. The importance of Gl as a natural resource has been highlighted through the

development of the GI Implementation Plani@shas the need for partnership working both within

YR 2dzidaARS 2F 5/ {5/ ® ¢KS tfly LINRBY2GSa K24 DLX
deliver multiple functions. In total, there are 14 Gl proposals that are proposed as able to deliver both

1DCSDC LDP Evidence Baseline P&pmastal Development December 2016

2/ F NNBf S adWodr 2AffAFYEAZ ad! @ 3 . NFROdINEI wd. & OHAwEE.ROSPBE KS b | dzNBS
Centre for Conservation Science, Sandy.

3 UK Climate Change Risk Assessment BOitience Report: Summary for Northern Ireland

4 Department of the Environment: Strategic Planning Policy Statement for NI (SPPS) 2035 September 2015
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mitigatory and adaptive benefits for climate change. These include urban tree planting, permeable
surfaces, sustainable travel and greening of buildings

5.10.3Likely Evolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

In the absence of a LDP, there are likely to be fewer opportunities to integrate sustainable
development patterns that can help to reduce GHG emissions by facilitating and encouraging low
carbon lifestyles. It could become increasingly difficult to integgfiicient public transport routes

that effectively connect people and places, or to integrate walking and cycling routes that people can
use for their daily journeys. Without up to date spatial information it could become increasingly
difficult to locae appropriate renewable energy projects in the most sustainable locations in relation
to both infrastructure and users. Likewise, there could be fewer opportunities to integrate measures
that can develop more resilient communities to the impacts of clictzege including floods,

erosion, biodiversity loss, extreme heat, and water shortages.

5.10.4Key Sustainability Issues for Climate Change
A The LDP should support a loarbon future in anticipation of new energy and climate change
policies as well asselving energy technologies.

A Agriculture is a significant contributor to GHG emissions and opportunities to reduce
emissions within the scope of the LDP should be considered.

A Increased provision of accessible sustainable and active travel routes shoolisiered
for daily journeys to help reduce reliance on the car and GHG emissions from the transport
sector.

A The LDP should support and facilitate the delivery of appropriate renewable energy
developments that will help to increase the future divgref renewable energy supplied
across all of the DCSDC area.

A bSg YSIadiNBa G2 LINRPGSOG AYFNI AGdNHOGAZNE 2y (K
likely to be needed to help avoid impacts from coastal flooding and erosion, and rising sea
levels

A Spatial planning should help to avoid priority habitats including wetlands and peatlands that
can store water and carbon and help to maintain natural resiliendeadapto the impacts
of climate change

A The LDP should facilitate and encouragegiration of measures to enable adaptation to the
effects of climate change such as green building design, native planting schemes, and
integration of Gl including SuDS.

A A crosssectoral approach involving various stakeholders will be needed to furthelogev
and deliver climate change action plans including the Gl Plar201® H | YR 5/ { 5/ Q& |/
Adaptation Plan.

1DCSDC: Green Infrastructure Plan 22032
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5.11 Water
5.11.1 Review of Policies, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

This topic encompasses water as a resource for ecological services, water supply and treatment. It
also considers the management of water storage and flow, flood risk and measures to avoid or
manage flood risk.

European Directives and regional legislatjgans and strategies seek to protect the quality and
adzldLX @ 2F 41 GSNI G2 YFAYGFEAY yIFGdz2NF £ NBa&a2 dzN
S5ANBOGADSQ 6Hnnnkcnk9/ 0 NBIldzZANBa g1 G§SND2RA
necessaryandp@i A Ol 6f S G2 06S NBali2NBR (2 WwW3I22RQ
OHNNCKMMY K9/ 0O AyOfdzZRS&a ONRGSNRIF FT2NJ GKS I &
reversing upward trends in pollution of groundwat&he Nitrate Directiv€d1/676/EEC) and
Integrated Pollution Prevention and Control (IPPC) Directive (96/61/EC) also require the
implementation of standards for the control and prevention of pollution of water by nitrates from
agricultural sources and phosphorus and other patits from agricultural, industrial and waste
water sources.

The Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive (UWWTD) (91/271/EEC) is designed to reduce the
pollution of freshwater, estuarine and coastal waters by domestic sewage and industrial wastewater
(colledively known as urban waste water). The Directive sets minimum standards for the collection,
treatment and discharge of urban waste water. Minimum standards for the provision of sewerage
systems and treatment of sewage are set by the Directive accoadihg population served by
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sewage treatment works, and the sensitivity of receiving wate§.S WCf 22 Ra 5ANBOGA FS¢

requires flood risk to be assessed and mapped and management plans to be developed for the most
significant flood risk areas.

At the NI level, each of these Directives has been transposed into local legislation in order to facilitate

their implementation. These include regulations to prevent pollution, to control the use of water
through either abstraction or impoundment andpimtect water supplies. There are also a number
of pieces of drainage legislation to control water levels and flows.

Three main River Basin Districts (RBD) have been identified in NI under the Water Framework
Directive (WFD): the North Eastern (NE), teagti¢ Bann (NB) and the North Western (NW) RBDs.

River Basin Management is a key element in implementing the WFD, taking an integrated approach to

the protection, improvement and sustainable use of the water environment. It applies to
groundwater and tall surface water bodies, including rivers, lakes, transitional (estuarine) and
coastal waters out to one nautical mige, well as wetlands which are directly associated with ground
or surface waterln 2013, separate EU Directives for the protectiowatkrs supporting shellfish

and freshwater fish and to control the discharge of certain polluting substances were subsumed into
the WFD, to allow the legislation covering water quality to be streamlined.

Under the WFD, each member state must also craatiemaintain a register of protected areas. The
register consists of an inventory of protected area sites representing the protected area categories
outlined below:

A Waters used for the abstraction of drinking water (drinking water protected areas);

A Areas @signated to protect economically significant aquatic species (these are areas designated
under the former Freshwater Fish and Shellfish Directives);

A Recreational waters designated under the Bathing Water Quality Directive (2006/7/EC);

A Nutrient Sensitive ®as (comprising nitrate vulnerable zones designated under the Nitrates
Directive (91/676/EEC) and areas designated as sensitive under the Urban Waste Water
Treatment Directive (91/271/EEC); and
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A Areas designated for the protection of habitats or speciasufl 2000 sites) under the Habitats
Directive (92/43/EEC) and the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC). These also include Ramsar Sites
(Wetlands of international importance designated under the Ramsar Convention).

The Water Framework Directive includes coastaérs; whilst the Marine Strategy Framework

Directive and draft Marine Plan incorporates the marine area. As DCSD is connected to the marine

area via its coastline and watercourses, protection of water quality on land and in coastal areas will
alsobengf i GKS YINRYS | NBI @ al NAYyS LRtAOASE | NB | f2
topic (Section 5.12) in this scoping report.

Every six years, DAERA in partnership with the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) produces a River
Basin Management RIgRBMP) for each RBD within NI. The second and current RBMP cycle extends
from 2015¢ 2021. The WFD requires action to meet good ecological and chemical status and prevent
deterioration of our water bodies by 2027. Each RBMP therefore sets out thetaiate of our

water environment and the measures to be put in place to achieve further improvements to the

water environment over their six year period. Derry City and Strabane district falls within the North
Western RBD and therefore the North WestBBMP is relevant.

It is essential that RBMPs are integrated with a wide range of strategies and initiatives impacting on
the water environment in NI. This exploits commonality across regional, national and European wide
requirements and directives, enguy efficient and cost effective delivery. A Long Term Water

Strategy has been developed by the Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) in partnership with NI Water
(NIW), DAERA and the NI Environment Agency (NIEA). The Strategy aims to encourage a sustainable
and integrated approach to managing the different water needs within a catchment, while promoting
regional development without compromising the environment or increasing flood risk.

DAERA is working with the agricultural sector to promote good practicgrient management and

safer, more effective slurry spreading. The Nitrates Action Programme has been a key element in
LINE GARAY 3 al FS3dzZh NRa F2NJ 0KS 41 GSNI SY@ANRYYSYyd 3
factor in the success of this scherié&e Nitrates Directive has been applied across all of NI using the

total territory approach. This is the main tool for reducing diffuse pollution through the Nitrates

Action Programme and Nutrient Management Plans. This has delivered significant ingntevtem

water quality in the last @5 years, reducing water quality failures due to nutrients from around 60%

to 40%. An equivalent reduction of a further 20% is required by 2021 to meet WFD requirements.

¢KS W. FGdKAYy3 2 (SNJI v)domplaniests the WRB LY Sektigh S @lityostandardsk 7 k 9 /
for a number of parameters to safeguard public health and protect the environment. The most

important of these are the standards relating to the coliform and streptococcal groups of bacteria,

which, in geeral, can be taken as an indication of the amount of sewage or other faecal

contaminants present. In addition to monitoring the bathing waters, DAERA Marine and Fisheries

Division monitors rivers which run into the sea at beaches. Pollution problenachebeften arise

from within river catchments.

The Floods Directive, transposed through The Water Environment (Floods Directive) Regulations (NI)
in 2009, has led to the identification of 20 Significant Flood Risk Areas (SFRA) in NI and the
preparation ofthree Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMP). The FRMPs have been developed to align
with the six year cycle of the WFD and each FRMP corresponds to a RBD. Each FRMP highlights
hazards and risks in the SFRAs from flooding from rivers, the sea, surfa@ndaéservoirs. The

FRMPs identify the measures that will be undertaken over their six year period to address flooding

and they set out how the relevant authorities will work together with communities to reduce the

flood risk. DCSDC is within the ar@zeted by the North Western FRMP.

The fundamental policy message arising from the SPPS is that the most effective means of managing
flood risk is to avoid the risk, by locating new buildings and infrastructure outside flood risk areas. The
LDP should enseithat land identified as being at risk of flooding is not zoned for development. Such
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development would be at an unacceptable risk of flooding, may cause flooding elsewhere and may
impair the natural function of the floodplain in storing flood watdre Touncil should adopt a
precautionary approach to the identification of land through the LDP process and the determination
of development proposals, in those areas susceptible to flooding where there is a lack of precise
information on present day floaisk or climate change flood risk.

The RDS encourages the implementation of protective measures for water such as:

A Adopt grey water recycling;

A Minimise development in areas at risk from flooding from rivers, the sea and surface water run
off;

A Promote anore sustainable approach to the provision of water and sewerage services and flood
risk management;

A Integrate water and landse planning;

A Manage future water demand; and

A Encourage sustainable surface water management.

The SPPS states that planning authdrsh8uld ed¢éourage developers to use sustainable drainage

systems (SuDS) as the preferred drainage sduton ¢ KS b L 9! /KStrdtegyféra 2 LJdzo € A &
t NEY2GAY3 GKS 'aS 2F {dzaldl Ayl ofS S5Widchyl IS {&adSy
encouraes the incorporation of measures to ameliorate the impacts of development on water

quality and flow.

The Corporate Plan commits itself to protecting the environment and delivering physical
regeneration. The sustainable use of water and the preventidewvalopment in areas at risk from
flooding will be essential to achieving this.

The Community Plan outcome which is most relevant to this topic relates to the Environment and
wSIASYSNI A2y KB GFHer ig deandriand ingrOdffect/ Syiaged) © YySe | OGA
Ay Of dgRo8tisdindterihvestment, the promotion of urban sustainable drainage systems and

protection from the risk of floodifig® ¢ KS ¢ 2dzNAAY ! NIA FyR [/ dzf G dz2NB {0 K
Wevelop and promote the use of theh & G NRA OG Qa g+ GSNBIF&a | yR AYy LI NIA
FGGNEL OGAZ2YQ

5.11.2 Baseline information

River Basin Management Plans

¢KS 2C5 NBIljdzZANBSa | OlAz2y G2 YSSG WwW3I22RQ 02NJ 60SG0¢
deterioration of ourwed NJ 60 2 RAS& 0& HAHT® WD22RQ adlddza Aa |
parameters for water quality (such as nutrients and oxygen levels); aquatic biology (including plants,
aguatic insects and fish) and physical environment (such as river flows and h@lzitasification of

water bodies assists in planning what measures might be required for improvements. The WFD also
recognises that some water bodies have been changed to such a degree that they can longer be

restored to their original condition without sgpromising their current use. These are cdtledvily

modified (HMWBS) or artificial water bodies (AWBSIWBs and AWBs are classified according to

GKSANI SO2t23A0It LRISYOGAFT NIYGKSNI GKFyYy &dlF Gdzasz ¢
(GEP) by 2027. The water quality status figures published at the conclusion of the first cycle of RBMP

AY Hnamp aAK26SR GKIF G ot 2 F.L Qlasshlicatiomtools Sndbtandaikis, Sa Y S
Fa 68fft & 61GSNI o2R8 o02dzyRFNRSE KE@S OKFy3ISR R
possible to make a direct comparison between 2009 and 2015 data.

Derry City and Strabane district is in the Nortlsi&te RBD and is therefore covered by the North

Western RBMP. The boundaries of the RBDs are shown in blue in Figure 5.11.1. The North Western

L A statistical report to update the position on water dfyatatus since the start of the last cycle in 2015 was publishedoBegiember
2018. However the spatial data to accompany these interim results was not yet available at the time of writing ofehianchapt
consequently these have not been used in reporting on the baseline.
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RBD is an international RBD, shared with Ireland, and therefore water management actions need to
be coordinatedbetween responsible bodies on both sides.

Within the district (shown outlined in black in Figure 5.11.1) the principal river systems are:

The river Foyle and its tributaries, which include the Burn Dennet, Derg, Finn and Mourne rivers.
The river Faughaand its tributaries, which include the Glenrandal and Burntollet rivers

The Strule catchment, which is partially within the district and becomes the river Mourne at its
confluence with the river Derg. Its main tributaries within the district includeding Water, the
Glenelly river and a small portion of the Owenkillew river.

> > >

All of the above catchments ultimately drain into Lough Foyle.

Figure 5.11.1: Water Framework Directive overall classification, 2015
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A small portion of the northwest of the district is in the Skeoge catchment, which drains to Lough
Swilly and around 7kmz in the southwest of the district drains to Lower Lough Erne. In total there are

45 river waterbodies (includingtéicial and heavily modified waterbodies) in the district. No lake
waterbodies have been classified under the WFD in the district.

Figure 5.11.1 shows the overall ecological status classification of the river waterbodies within the
district at the conclusion of the first WFD cycle in 2015. These results are also summarised in Table
5.11.1.

The 2015 RBMPs have identified eight rda@chments in NI that are at risk of acidification from
forestry activities. Five of these catchments are in our district, in the Derg catchment, west of
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Castlederg. Relevant best practice for forestry is therefore necessary in these catchments, in
accord YOS 6 A (K LJzo f Madal§iSgfForesdzh Rdid BénsitiveWatemMCatchitedts

Table 5.11.1: Summary of 2015 overall classification of river and lake water bodies

River Water Bodies Heavily Modified Water Bodies*
42 | Total Number of RWB 4 | TotalNumber of HMWB
High Eco. Status Good Eco. Potential
Good Eco. Status 3 | Moderate Eco. Potential
19 | Moderate Eco. Status 1 | Poor Eco. Potential
2 Poor Eco. Status Bad Eco. Potential
Bad Eco. Status *includes river waterbodies ancansitional
0 No data / unclassified waterbodies

Source: DAERA WMU Digital Dataset Downloads (Accessed 02/03/18)

Derry City and Strabane district had better river water quality in 2015 than the overall NI average

0 CAIdzNB p dm M O beitab was dehievedm®0% df iveér daterb8diéd, compared to

31.22% for all river water bodies in NI. One catchment in the district, the Burn Dennet River

6. FffteylrYFttFraKiGdo I OKASPHSR WKAIKQ adlddzaA® npz 2
WY2RSNI G4SQ IyR 2dzad w: a WLR2ND® b2 gl GSNDP2RAS
to increase the number of surface water bodies achieving good or better status to 85% by 2021.

However, the interim statistics report published by DAER&dember 2018ndicates that the

overall water quality in the NW RBD has not improved since 2015 and some waterbodies, including

the Burn Dennet, have deteriorated in water quality.

Figure 5.11.2: Water Framework Directive overall classification (Y\Rieebodies), 2015

s Council Area »
Northern Ireland % I_ I
North western % |
Neagh Bann %_ .
North Eastern % _ l
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Source: DAERA WMU Digital Datasets and NI Reported Water Body Status & Objective Figures 2015 (Published 07/11/2017)

There are three heavily modified river waterbodies in the district. There is also one transitional

(estuarine) healyy modified waterbody, the Foyle Harbour and Faughan. None of the heavily
Y2ZRAFASR ¢+ 0SSN 02RASAa KI @S | OKASOSR Ww3I22RQ adl i
LR GSYydArté YR GKS {1823S NAGSNI KFa aLI22N) SO2f 2
The district also adijes one coastal waterbody and two transitional waterbodies. These are listed

below in Table 5.11.2:

1Forestry Commission (2014) Practice Gulanaging forests in acid sensitive water catchments
2DAERA Northe Ireland Water Framework Directive Statistics Report September 2018
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Table 5.11.2: Summary of 2015 overall classification of coastal and transitional water bodies

Waterbody Name Status (2015) | RBD

Foyle Harbour & Faugh#énansitional, heavily modifiedcontains | Moderate Eco.

one designated Shellfish Area) Potential North Western
Upper Foyle (transitional) Moderate North Western
Lough Foyle (contains one designated Shellfish Area) [ Moderate North Western

The sole coastal waterbody connected to the district, Lough Foyle, contains one designated Shellfish

I NBI O yR KlFa FOKASOSR W3I22RQ ail Gdao

As part of the River Basin Planning process, a Programme of Measures (RObign established

F2NJ SFOK w.5 G2 RSOGFIAfT GKS AYLINROSYSyiGa NBI dzh NBF
delivery mechanisms. The POMs aims to address the key pressures by concentrating efforts on those
pressures that pose the greatestéht to the water environment.

The RBMP indicates that significant sources of pressure preventing water bodies in the district from
FOKAS@AY3d WA22RQ adlddza NS RAFTFAzaS LINBaadzaNBa TN
from urban wastewater ahdevelopment. Other pressures may include reductions in water quantity

and flow, the physical condition of the water environment (in respect of man made changes to the

natural habitat of rivers, lakes, estuaries and coastal waters), the presence aadiirerasive

alien species and any other factors that affect fish populations and habitat.

Nutrient enrichment has been identified in the NW RBD as a principal reason for failure in lake,
transitional and coastal waterbodies as it is linked to failard&atoms, macrophytes and soluble
reactive phosphorus, which have occurred in many waterbodies either individually or in combination.
DAERA has identified two significant sources of pressure preventing water bodies from achieving
good status in the NW RBDhese are diffuse pressures from agricultural sources and point source
pressures from urban wastewater and development.

At the NI level there has been a gradual trend towards fewer and less severe pollution incidents and
improved compliance for privatend trade discharge consents since 2001.

Three European funded (Interreg VA) projects which have the objective of improving water quality are
in operation in the district.

A CatchmentCARE (Community Actions For Resilient Ecosystems) which aims to iegpnoséef
quality in crosdorder river basins and acts in the Finn catchment.
A SWELL (Shared Waters Enhancement and Loughs Legacy) which involves a detailed investigation
into the causes of water pollution on both sides of the border. Funding will dérudes
upgrade and construction of wastewater treatment facilities within the Lough Foyle drainage
basin with the aim of improving the quality of transitional and coastal waters.
A Source to Tap, in the Derg catchment, which aims to improve raw watdy guaireduce
treatment costs for drinking water by promoting good practice in land use management.

The Derry and Strabane Green Infrastructure Plan-203¢ aims to create planned and managed
networks of multfunctional green and blue (water) spacebjaln can deliver a range of

environmental, economic and social benefits for local communities within the district. The
Environment Fund 20122 is administered by DAERA to support projects, including river catchment
projects, which will help deliver kegneronmental outcomes across NI. While these plans/funds have

1 DAERA List of second cycle supporting documents for 2nd cycle River Basin Management Plans 2015. Date publishe@1@3 August 2
https://www.daerani.gov.uk/publications/lissecondcyclesupportingdocuments2nd-cycleriver-basirmanagemenplans2015

2Derry City and Strabane District Couqéil2 dzy OA f Qa 9Y @ANRBYYSy Gl f tNepeSOGa oFz2dzyR | i
http://www.derrystrabane.com/Services/Environmearid-Biodiversity/Council%E2%80%#wionmentatProjects)

3 DAERA Environment Fund 2122 (found ahttps://www.daerani.gov.uk/articles/environmerfund )
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not been established with the specific aim of improving water quality, they are likely to help meet
objectives.

Groundwater

There are 14 groundwater bodies intersecting the district (Figafed. Of these, 12 were classified

Fa 20SNYIff WwW3I22RQ adlddaAa Ay wHnmp YR (62 6SNB
the groundwater bodies in the district is the lack of monitoring stations and hence the low confidence
in the statusassessment.

Drinking Water Protected Areas

There are seven river catchments that are drinking water protected areas for surface water
catchments. These are used for the abstraction of drinking water and supplying Water Treatment
Works (WTW).

All groundvater bodies in the district are also on the Register of Protected Areas.

Figure 5.11.3: Groundwater Status, 2015
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This material is based upon Crown Copyright and is reprodticed with the permission of
Land & Property Services under delegated authority from thé Gontroller of Her Majesty's
s Stationery Office, Crown copyright and database rights, EM@@206.2. Northern Ireland
V,:ﬁg\t;\"gao Ederney Environment Agency Copyright 2016
[/ GwB Ordnance Survey of Northern Ireland - © Grown|GSpy/ight and Database Right

Source: DAERA WMU Digital Dataset Downloads (Accessed 02/03/18)

Economically Significant Aquatic Specigkellfish

There are two ShellfidVater Protected Areas in the district, shown on Figure 5.11.1. While the
Loughs Agency oversees aquaculture and shellfisheries in Lough Foyle, ownership of the lough is
disputed between the UK and Ireland. Consequently, there is no formal spatial regihee f

licensing and regulation of aquaculture. However, regulation does occur in respect of food safety and
guality sampling. Anecdotal reports suggest that the lack of regulation has resulted in significant
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increases in oyster cultivation, with more thaf 30,000 oyster trestles on the Lough bed in 2016,
compared with 2,000 in 2014.

Shellfish Water Protected Areas have a guideline microbiological standard for shellfish flesh which is

set in the Water Framework Directive (Priority Substances and iCdissij (Amendment)

wS3dzZA F iA2ya O0bLUO HamMp® ¢KAA 3IdZARSEAYS adlyRFENR N
100ml of shellfish flesh and intervalvular liquid. Monitoring for the microbiological shellfish

classification is carried out by tReod Standards Agency in NI. Shellfish from the Longfield Bank and

Balls Point Rock shellfish waters achieved the guideline standards in 2012 and 2013 but have not been
able to achieve the required microbiological standards in any of the subsequertby2ats.

[ 2dz3K C28tS OdzNNBydfte K2fRa I YAONRoA2f23A0Ift Of
harvested from there have to be purified, heat treated or transferred elsewhere for at least a month

before human consumption.

A Pollution Redtion Programmg&was published in 2015 for Lough Foyle. The main pollution sources

in Lough Foyle come from direct sewage discharges into the lough and into the Rivers Foyle, Faughan
and Roe and from nepoint sources related to agricultural land use invhder Foyle area. The

largest discharges by volume come from Culmore WWTW. No improvements or upgrades by NI Water
are currently planned for Culmore WwTW. Monitoring of all Combined Sewer Overflows within 2km

of Shellfish Protected Areas is to be intraetliby NI Water by 2021.

Higher annual rainfall with more intense episodes, which may occur more frequently in the future due
to the effects of climate change (see section 5.10), may increase loads of diffuse pollutants from both
urban and rural areas. Thigy increase loading of pollutants to the sea and increase the risk of the
failure of microbiological standards in both shellfish and bathing waters.

Economically Significant Aquatic Specieseshwater Fish

Derry and Strabane district has approxima®@gkm of rivers on the protected areas register for

freshwater fish. These are shown in Figure 5.11.1 and include the Burn Dennet, Fairy Water, Faughan,
Derg, Finn, Glenelly, Mourne Skeoge and Strule rivers. Only 28 out of the 53 (52%) river waterbodies
NGKS b2 w.5 GKFEdG FNB Y2YyAG2NBR F2NJ FAAK LJ2LJdz | G A
this element over the first WFD planning cycle. Failures in fish ecology can indicate a wide range of
pressures, such as from physical modifications or atigin and flow regulation.

Nutrient Sensitive Areas

A total territory approach has been adopted in NI for the Nitrates Directives. There are three Urban
Waste Water Treatment Directive sensitive areas in the district. These are the catchments of the

rivers Faughan and Foyle, as well as the catchment area of Lough Erne, a small portion of which is also
in the district.

There has been a trend toward significant reductions in mean nitrate concentrations in groundwater.
Longterm trends show that averagetrate concentrations in rivers in NI are predominantly
decreasing or stable over the-#6ar period, 1992012, which may be attributed to the measures
implemented through the Nitrates ActiG®trogrammeso that levels are well within EU standards.

Bathirg Waters
Derry and Strabane district currently has no beaches that are designated under the Bathing Water
Quality Directive, nor are there any elsewhere in Lough¥oyle

1./ bSgsa &[2dAK C2éfS 22aRSMOTIENNIDOINRKSRI yA B SOS YIISINA andlct 6REIdzy R
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/ulnorthern-ireland38256155)

2DAERAII environmental statistics report 2018

3 DAERA Pollution Reduction Programmes 2@b5://www.daerani.gov.uk/publications/pollutioneductionprogrammes2015

451 9w! W! 52dzi o [ittEsN/yvv.dgetali.Soddikiprdzled/bhthidn@ter-quality
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Flood Risk

¢CKS AYLX SYSydGlridAazy 2F (GKS 9! aainattaegic flaodmels Ol A @S ¢
assessment and mapping being carried out for all of NI and the publication of detailed Flood Hazard

and Risk Mapdor the areas determined to be at potential significant flood risk. These maps are
continuously updated and ar®e0SaaAo0f S FTNRY (KS 5FL ¢6So6aAriasS o0& a
There are two settlements in the district which have been identified as SFRA (Figure 5.11.5). They are
Derry/Londonderry and Strabane. Fluvial flood risk is further discussed in the G@udnci 9 A RSy OS .
t F LISNI mp Wtdzof AO ! GAEAGASAQ yR O2Fadlf Ff22R NA

Seven settlements, also shown in Figure 5.11.5, were identified in the PFRA as having a moderate risk
of flooding and have been classified asa&r®r Further Study. These are: Ballymagorry, Castlederg,
Coolkeeragh, Eglinton, Newbuildings, Newtownstewart and Sion Mills.

Figure 5.11: Significant Flood Risk Areas and Areas for Further Study with River & Coastal Flood Plain
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Source Spatial NIQepartment for Infrastructure (Riverdylood Maps (NI) (accessed 14/02/2019)
The Floods Directive aims to manage flood risk by:

A Prevention avoiding construction of houses and industries in fjmahe areas; by adapting
future developments to the riskf looding; and by promoting appropriate lande, agricultural
and forestry practices.

A Protection taking measures, both structural and reiructural, to reduce the likelihood and
impact of floods.

A Preparednessnforming the public about flood risk andhat to do in the event of a flood.

1 Flood Maps (NI) is accessible through the Dfl MappmirtglRttp://dfi -ni.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
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The multilayered strategic Flood Hazard and Risk Maps provide information on flood defences,
historical flood events and predicted extreme flood events for river and coastal flooding as well as the
potential for surdce water floodingAdditional information is available in Flood Maps NI showing the
indicative areas within the 1 per cent AEGbdplain (0.5 percent for coastal), taking account of the
impacts of climate change.

In August 2017 a significant rainfaleetoccurred in the North West, which caused flooding to
approximately 400 homes and numerous businesses. It also impacted significant areas of agricultural
land, in particular in the Glenelly valley where a very significant series of landslides occurred.
Significant damage also occurred to infrastructure, with 210 roads either closed or impacted and 89
bridges requiring remedial action as a result of the flooding. Five bridges were completely destroyed.
Existing flood defences suffered widespread impaittsa total of 2,900m damaged in numerous
locations across the North Wést

Settlements within the district that currently have coastal and/or flood defences include: Castlederg,
Clady, Eglinton, Newbuildings and Strabane.

The Capital works programmeltished in the NW FRMP includes one scheme planned for the
current FRMP cycle in the district. This isfpasibility for flood alleviation in the Derry/Londonderry
Significant Flood Risk Area and is due to commence in 2020/21.

In the next FRMP cycle | Biivers has indicated that capital projects will be looked at in the Strabane
Significant Flood Risk Area.

The second cycle of FRMPs will commence in 2021 and the Northern Ireland Flood Risk Assessment
(NIFRA) 20£$as identified 12 Areas of Potentiajr#ficant Flood Risk (APSFR) and a further nine
WeNFyardAzy Lt I NBlFra 2F t20§SyaAl"CydeFBMPAIfisA OF yi Cf 2
proposed that Derry Londonderry will be identified as APSFR and that Strabane has been identified

as a APSFR. Castlederg, Coolkeeragh, Eglinton and Newbuildings are identified as flood risk areas but

is considered in the NIFRA 2018 to be beneath the threshold under which a flood risk area should be
ARSYGAFTASR Fad WaArA3dyATAOIYyGQ Ay GKS O2yGSEG 2F bl

The UK @hate Change Risk Assessment (20429 noted that, based upon projected sea level rise,

the frequency of coastal flooding events is expected to increase significantly. At Portrush, for
example, a sea level with a current return period of 100 years @8alglity) will have a return

period of less than 10 years if mean sea levels increase by 0.25m, which is approximately the Medium
Emissions Scenario of the UK Climate Projections 2009 (UKCPQ9) for the 2080s.

The Dfl Rivers has indicated that it is begiai programme of modelling and updating the coastal

flood risk mapping for NI to accommodate UKCPQ9 climate change sea level rise projections while
noting that UKCP18 projections have also been published in November 2018. Further information on
coastal eosion and associated issues due to rising sea levels and increased frequency of storm events
in the Climate Change section of this report.

Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS)

Increasingly, reliance on traditional drainage systems is proving inadeqaaldréss the issue of

storm drainage. Alone, such systems may not cope with the demands made by new development, in
addition to the more intense and increasingly unpredictable rainfall arising from climate change. The

SPPS (para. 6.118) advocates SuD® gsdferred drainage solution for new development, noting

0 KIF G & dzOvave deriishodiYta behore effective than traditional piped drainage in reducing
AdzNFIFOS 61 SN FEt22RAY3 | a ¢Sttt Fa LINPOGARAY3I 20KSE

1 AEP Annual Exceedance Probalgjltte 1% AEP floodplain outline for rivers has a 1 per cent or greater chance of flooding in any given
year (also referred to as a 100 year flood event).

2Dfl North West Flooding Review March 2018

3 Dfl (RiversNorthern Ireland Flood Risk Assessment (NIFRAYR@ai8published: 21 December 2018)

4DEFRAJK 2012 Climate Change Risk Assessidecdlimate change risk assessment for Northern Ireland
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While planning policy encourages SuDS, it does not currently make it a requirement for new
development and to date SuDS have rarely been used, ialtkbugh SuDS principles are included in

the design of new road schemes. In January 2019 the Welsh @eveémade the inclusion of SuDS
mandatory in new development. It has published information indicating that the capital costs of SUDS
solutions on new developments are lower than the capital costs of comparable traditional piped
drainage solutions. It alstates that evidence shows that operational and maintenance costs also

tend to be lower for SuBS

In consultation carried out for this Scoping Report, the NIEA has indicated that in the design of SuDS,
surface water should be dealt with as close asiptessto where it falls as rain (source control). The
use of two or more SuDS components can be used for the optimal solution to:

A Manage rainfall to mimic natural drainage, by:
4 reducing runoff rates;
4 reducing additional runoff volumes and frequencies; and
A encouraging natural groundwater recharge.
A Minimise impacts on quantity and quality of runoff, by:
A reducing pollution and protecting the quality of receiving waters;
i preventing direct discharge of spillage; and
A reducing the volume of surface waste runafsewers.
A Maximise amenity and biodiversity opportunity, by:
A contributing to the amenity and aesthetic value of the development; and
A providing habitat for wildlife and biodiversity

Examples of localised source control measures include green roofs, permaahp and soakaways,
while larger passive treatment areas such as ponds and wetlands can be incorporated into wider
greenblue infrastructure (see Section 5.8).

Water Supply

Information on water supply, quantity and quality is not reported at Cdexelland must be

extracted from regional data sets or trends described at a NI level. Some of this has been presented in
0KS Wt dzoft AO | GATAGASEAQ 9QOARSYOS . 1Fa&aS tIFLISN mpo

The provision of water supply in Nl is the responsibility of NI Water. There avatévesupply zones
wholly or partially within the district:

A ZN0603 Carmoney Eglinton A ZN0701 Derg Strabane
A ZN0604 Caugh Hill Dungiven A ZN0704 Lough Bradan Drumquin

A ZN0607 Corrody Derry
Source : NI Water Annual Report on Water Quality. Appendix 3@grgnd Strabane District Council (2017)

Two main Water Treatment Works (WTW) are located within the district, Carmoney WTW and Derg
WTW. NI Water has indicated in correspondence sought for the updating of this Scopingtiaport

it does not envisage grsubstantive issues that will impinge upon new development across the
Council area. There are plans to reinforce the Strategic Links between Carmoney WTW (which
supplies Derry) and Ballinrees WTW and Caugh Hill WTW. This will enable greater fltxdvgityg if

an outage at any of the WTWs. This investment may be progressed during PC15 depending on
available funding otherwise the investment will be deferred into PC21 (2021 to 2027).

Significant investment in water treatment works, service reservoirsnairts distribution has
resulted in improvements in compliance across NI with the drinking water standards, from 99.22% in

1 NI Assembly Research and Information Service Pap&te812016 (found at
http://iwww.niassembly.gov.uk/globalagsélocuments/raise/publications/2018021/2016/infrastructure/3816.pdf)
2Welsh Government Written Statemerlimplementing sustainable drainage systems on new developments (found at
https://gov.wales/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2017/sustainabledrainage/?lanytast updated 16 November 2017
3 NI Water Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report Up@#@&SDC LDP Plan Strategy, issuedaiary 2019.
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2004 to 99.88% in 2017 The most recent Drinking Water Annual Quality Report (2018) lists 21
Capital Works Programmes affecting the district. These include abstraction monitoring, rehabilitation
works and works to improve resilience to pressures on supply.

In 2018 NI Waterampleted a £1.2nillion programme of improvements at Bridge Street Wastewater
Pumping Station in Strabane. The scheme will also improve the water quality in the local River
Mourne, with additional screening installed to improve the quality of any flowsnénadischarge to
the river.

NI Water and its partners / stakeholders the RSPB and the NIEA have developed a SCaMP (Sustainable
Catchment Management Planning) NI strategy to improve the quality and reliability of the water
NBEOSABSR I (i b LabstrdctioSpeifisi InNddiéion i kmipr8viviy) water quality, SCaMP

Ffa2 F20dzaSa 2y LINRBGOGSOUAY3 IyR SyKIFIyOAy3d GKS yI
the Derg catchment will be used to inform a SCaMP. This catchment management appogdet, ad
previously by water companies in England, has proven to be more sustainable and more cost effective

than dealing with water quality issues at the treatment works.

Reservoirs

There are four impoundments and reservoirs in the district, of which teggan Lower, and

/ NB33Fy ! LIISNL INB aO02y(iNRBffSR NBRaAaSNW2ANEE O0A DS
metres). Most of these reservoirs are in, or close to, rural settlements. Flood risk mapping of

controlled reservoirs for emergency planpipurposes has been carried out by Dfl (Rivers) and has

been published online via the Dfl Rivers Mapping Portal

Wastewater Treatment

The provision of wastewater treatment works (WwTWSs) in the Plan Area is also the responsibility of
NI Water. NI Waterds provided the Council with information on the capacity of its WwTWs serving
the district as well as an estimate of future capacity based on applying a settlement growth factor of
10%. The capacity study carried out by NI Water highlighted that theegiatiag wastewater

capacity issues in terms of treatment works serving villages and small settlements in the district. NI
Water has also indicated in correspondence received as part of the Scoping Report update in 2019
that it will require business pldanding significantly above its current level to address existing and
future wastewater capacity requirements in the Derry & Strabane Council area. Where capacity for
new development to connect to an existing WwTWSs is not available, consideratioreaviib rioe

given to the use of wetland or biological systems for the treatment of sewage instead of, or in
addition to septic tanks.

New development relying on nenains sewerage may, individually or cumulatively, increase the risk

of pollution. It is theredre important to protect water resources from the actual or potential polluting
STT¥SOUa 2F 2yaridsS GNBIGYSyd LX Iy G-tans sedagaisizOKZ (1 K &
package Sewage Treatment Plant, as this is considered to be a moreeeffgstiem in treating

sewage and thus reducing the risk of pollution. However, package plants would need to comply with

NI Water standards and provide treatment to the required standards for a NIEA discharge consent as
demonstrated by 12 months of monitog data. NI Water has indicated in correspondence received

as part of the Scoping Report update in 2019 that there are also issues with the potential effects of

GKA& LRftAOE gAGK NBIINR G2 Ada adzadl AghdingA € AdGe |y
model, i.e. the potential addition of further small wastewater assets for management by NI Water.

Consideration will need to be given to the compatibility of new development in proximity to WwTW
facilities. NI Water shall advise through planningsatiationg both site assessments for the next
phase of LDP and through elayday planning applications/Ri2evelopment Enquiries (PDES)

whether a proposal lies within an Odour Consultation Zone. The purpose of this zone is to trigger a

1 https://www.niwater.com/drinkingvater/ (accessed 25 February 2019)
2 Reservoir Flood Mapping for Emergency Planning on Dfl MappingH&prtadfi -ni.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
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proportionate &sessment of odour nuisance risk and may or may not involve dispersion modelling. NI
Water will object to development proposals within Odour Consultation Zones unless an appropriate
evidence based odour assessment determines low risk at critical receptors.

The Council will continue to work closely with NI Water in its LDP production as the location and

capacity of planned and existing WwTWs may have an influence on the distribution of proposed
development in towns and villages. NI Water operates a sibyesress plan called a Price Control.

¢KS OdzZNNByld t NROS /2yiGNREs 1y26y Fa t/mvmpX &Ll ya
planning activities for the next Price Control, PC21 (2021/22 to 2026/27) will start during 2018/19.

5.11.3LikelyEvolution of the Baseline without the Local Development Plan

Without the LDP in place, the RDS, the SPPS, Area Plans and PPSs would all still be applied and
stakeholder consultation would also continue to inform decisions. The Area Plans were however
prepaed a long time ago and they are well past their notional end dates. They were not informed by
the pressures on our environment that exist today.

In the absence of a new plan there will be less certainty about the need for supply or treatment of
water, therefore infrastructure may not be developed in the most efficient manner. There is a risk
that cumulative effects from development will counteract the goals of plans such as the 2015 River
Basin Management Plans and the draft Marine Plan to achieve golodieal status and good
environmental status. While planning policies address issues such as flood risk, the opportunity to
take a more strategic approach would be missed. There is a risk that taking decisions in the absence
of an up to date plan couldsalt in development that does not make the most sustainable use of
infrastructure or which subsequently requires further measures to address knock on effects.

The plan will enable space for surface water management to be identified when zoning land. LDP
policy could require, either generally or for specific zonings, that measures to minimise surface water
runoff at source are considered early in the design stage of any new development.
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5.11.4Key Sustainability Issues for Water

A There were no water sazty issues in Northern Ireland 2002015. Demand has decreased by
almost 11% between 2009 and 2015.

A The lack of water supply is not considered likely to be a constraint to development in any of the
settlements however measures to make more efficiestafsvater should be promoted.

A Constructed flood alleviation and defence measures are expensive and should be avoided.

A Development should be planned to avoid areas at significant risk from flooding, now or in the
future, or where development may increabe flood risk elsewhere.

A There are benefits in retaining and restoring natural flood plains and natural watercourses as a
form of flood alleviation.

A Climate change will increase the risk of flooding.

A Plan proposals should be compatible with the Fldskl Ranagement Plans published by Rivers
Agency in December 2015.

A Two Significant Flood Risk Areas (SFRAs) are located in DCSDC, Derry/Londonderry SFRA and
Strabane SFRA. Areas of Further Study for flood risk are Eglinton, New Buildings, Ballymagorry,
Son Mills, Newtownstewart and Castlederg as well as Coolkeeragh Power Station.

A A safety issue arises because certain legal provisions relating to impounded water have not yet
been fully drafted into legislation. There are therefore considered to be rigkgeintial
inundation zones below reservoirs.

A By comparison to the rest of Northern Ireland surface water quality is generally better than
average, this is reflected in designations to protect freshwater species and habitats in much of the
councilarea. g SOSNE G(KSNB INBE aA3IyAFAOFYyG LINBaadz2NBa
for all waterbodies by 2027 under the WFD.

A Freshwater angling, in particular for salmon, brown, trout and sea trout, and sea angling are
important in DCSDC.

A There are sh#flsh protected waters at Longfield Bank and Balls Point in Lough Foyle. Shellfish

cultivated in these areas have failed to meet Water Framework Directive microbiological targets.

2 GSNI ljdzZt f AGe Ay GKS Cc2etS 9adda NE Aa aY2RSNI

Emissions &m development can impact on water quality and quantity.

Development may lead to contaminated runoff which may cause pollution; the rate of surface

water runoff may change or the capacity of a receiving watercourse may be altered which in turn

has the pogéntial to increase flood risk.

A Where feasible, sustainable drainage (SuDS) measures to manage surface water runoff as close to
source as possible should be included in new development and redevelopment or regeneration
schemes and kept maintained.

A Waste vater generates the need for treatment of dirty water.

A The larger WwWTWs generally have good capacity although there are constraints at some. There
are significant constraints on WwTW provision for small settlements.

A Developments without access to maing/ees can incorporate sewage treatment on site but it is
important that there is capacity for safe disposal of treated discharges and for maintenance of the
treatment system to ensure that it remains effective long term.

A Other wastes may also caysalution at the point where they are disposed of or utilised. Wastes
from livestock, food processing or primary treatment such as sewage or anaerobic digesters have
the potential to cause pollution elsewhere.

>
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5.12 Natural Resources

5.12.1 Review of Poles, Plans, Programmes and Strategies

Natural resources covers biodiversity, fauna, flora, green and blue infrastructure (G/Bl) and
ecosystems services (ES). It includes intertidal and coastal zones as well as the wider marine area.
Natural resources angrotected at a regional level through spatial planning policy which aims to
conserve, protect and enhance our natural environment. It also aims to reduce our carbon footprint
and facilitate mitigation and adaptation to climate change whilst improvimgiality .

The Marine and Coastal Access Act (MCAA) 2009 and the Marine Act (NI) 2013 require planning
authorities to consider the UK MPS and the NI Marine Plan when preparing their Local Development
Plans (LDPs). The Marine Plan for NI will inform add the regulation, management, use and
protection of our marine area through a strategic framework with spatial elements. It will consist of a
series of policy statements covering crogfing marine planning issues that apply to all decision
making in tle marine area and to relevant sectors. It will not bring forward new policies governed by
other departments but will align with and contribute to the policy objectives for key marine activities
as set out in the UK MPS and will support and complemeningqpains and policies. A draft Marine

Plan for NI was consulted on during 2018.

The draft PFG recognises that we all benefit from the goods and services that our natural

environment provides, including food, renewable energy, water purification, fldmghtion and

places for recreation, education and inspiration. One of the outcomes of the draft PfG is that as a

a 2 O w8 liveéandivork sustainablprotecting the environmet ® . Si6SSy (KS RNI Fi
SPPS, the benefits of protecting the nat@nvironment for goods and services, and an improved

quality of life, are clear.

wSIAZ2YyIf aGNIGS3aIASA YR LRtAOE KAIKEAIKEG (GKS RAL
provide protection of designated sites, species, habitats and o#iaral features as assets and

directly link these to economic, social and environmental benefits. Local Biodiversity Action Plans aim

to protect the natural environment and its biodiversity value but they can also ensure provision of a
recreational value.

One mechanism to help achieve future protection of our natural resources is the LDP. The Plan can

help to protect the natural heritage resource of the Borough and promote ecological networks by
integrating parks, street trees and waterways, to help eochopen and green space across urban

and rural areas. These measures can deliver regional policy by helping to protect the natural
environment and ecosystem services, as well as helping to combat climate change. The Council also
KFa | adil Gfdzhe? theconSedzitién oftb®divetsity in exercising any fun@tiondzy RS NJ ¢ K S
2AXfREAFS YR blGdzNFt 9YGBANRYYSYG ! OG 6bLO HAmMMm
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significant part of the Sperrin AONB and Areas of High Scenic Value along the Foyle and Faughan
Valley. The purpose of these designations include to protect scenic quality and promote their

enjoyment thus providing for both recreation anditist appeal. Improvement objectives from the

LX Iy AyOfdzRS (23 WLINRGOSOO FyR SyKIyOS GKS Sy@ANE
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Community Pla
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The Strategic Growth Plan (Community Plan) outcomes which are most relevant to this topic relate to
the Environmental Pillg¥? Q2 S f A @S adzadl Ayl ofeéz LINRPGSOGAY3I | yR

A Webenefitfrom well designecandmanagedyreenspace
A Wevalueandenhanceour environment
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A Wehavestrongerenvironmentaktewardship

Consideration of the natural environment within the LDP process will be fundamental to achieving
these outcomes.

5.12.2 Baseline Information

A detailed baseline of inforion is presented in the evidence based papers for the Local

Development Plan and include Natural Environment, Open Space and Recreation and Countryside and
Landscape all of which can be foundnat:w.derrystrabane.com/Ildp

This topic overlaps with the Health and Wellbeing, Transport, Material Assets, Physical Resources, Air
Quality, Climate Change, water and Landscape sections of this report.

Nature and Landscape Conservation Sites

The variety ohatural environment, landscape and biodiversity assets across the Derry and Strabane

District is recognised and protected by several sites of international and regional importance. The

main designations (shown on figure 5.12Nature Conservation Desigrii A 2y a0 Ay Of dzZRST W]
FYR WCFANER 2F0GSNJ.23aQ wlkYalN {AGSas W[ 2dAK Cz2éf
of Conservation (SAC) at Moneygal Bog, Owenkillew River, Fairy Water Bogs, River Foyle and

Tributaries and River Faughan amibutariesThe intertidal mudflats of Lough Foyle SPA and Ramsar

site provides for internationally and nationally important bird populations, consequently the Royal

Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) currently manage a dedicated reserve Bbieugh

As previously mentioned, a significant portion of the Sperrin AONB is located within the district and is
shared with 3 neighbouring Councils. There are also 27 Areas of Special Scientific Interest (ASSI)
within the Council. In recognition of their widmge of wildlife, habitats and geology, Ness and Ervy
Wood are designated sites of National Nature Reserve (NNR). Killeter Nature Reserve (NR) comprises
two areas of important peatland and sits within the wider Killeter Forest, Bogs and Lakes ASSI and
adjacent to Essan Burn and Mullyfamore ASSI. Together this network of designations help to maintain
green/blue infrastructure across the District and provide for amenity interests.

The Derry City and Strabane District Council Coastline may only stretpprisximately 7kms,

y2ySiKSt Saazx GKS wa@SN)I cz2etsSQa GARIt NBFOK SEGSy
consideration can apply to both the traditional shore line and sea interface as well as the tidal

element associated with it. Bhinas implications in terms of considering the marine environment in
preparation of the LDP

There are 115 Local Wildlife Sites (LWSs) in DCSDC that have been selected due to their substantial
nature conservation value and/or their ability to support imig@at species. These are largely located

to the area east of Strabane and along the southern fringe of the district. Notably the larger sites,
Owenreagh Hill, and Mullaghanimma also feature within the AONB. Bin Mountain (the largest LWS in
the district)and surrounds are increasingly becoming the focus of wind turbine development. LWSs
may have functional value as wildlife corridors, stepping stones or may complement adjacent
designated sites of nature conservation interest.

Ancient woodland habitat #ill present within the council area and is managed by both Forest

Service and the Woodland Trust. Faughan Valley Woods comprise four ancient woods which are also
part of the Ness and Ervy Wood National Nature Reserve. Faughan Valley Woods are mpahaged b
Woodland Trust, as is Prehen Wood on the east bank of the River Foyle which is one of the Trusts
rarest ancient woods dating back to 1600. Northern Ireland is one of the least wooded countries in
Europe, with just 8% woodland cover compared to th®jiean average of 46%\ncient woods

only cover 0.08% of the Northern Ireland landscape. However they are often rich in rare and
threatened species.

www.woodlandtrust.org.uk
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The number of people in the Council area that spend leisure time outdoors more than once a week is
64% The comparative figure for Northern Ireland is 72%. The number of people that never spend
any leisure time outdoors is 9% below the comparative figure for the country.

Flgure 5.12.1: Nature Conservation Designations of International, National amhRegnrtance

V/ /] Ramsar
7T E Special Area of Conservation
ooel Special Protection Area
j:‘ Important Bird Area
- Area of Special Scientific Interest i,
Dﬂ:m Area of Outstandmg Natural Beauty etrpon il j

Sal

A This material is based upon Crown Copyright and is reproduced with the permission of Land & Property Services under
L\ s delegated authority from the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, Crown copyright and database rights,
£ EMOU206.2. Northem Ireland Environment Agency Copyright 2016"

Source: Shared Environmental Service; (DAERA & Royal Society for the Protection of Birds)
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Figure 5.12.2: Local Level Nature Conservation Sites and Ancient/Native Woodland

Source: Shared Environmental Service; DAERA, Forest Service, Woodland Trust

Development Pressure

This Council area has experienced pressure for development from the energy, transport, agriculture
and mining industries. There are also several signifiesseiopments located on the coast and any
expansion or upgrades need to be appropriately considered in the context of the coastal nature
conservation designations. Examples include the Coolkeeragh power station, the City of Derry Airport
and the railway tie to Coleraine.

Biodiversity

The Wildlife and Natural Environment Act (NI) (2bdlices a statutory duty on public bodies to

conserve biodiversity. DCSDC have prepared a Green Infrastructure (Gl) Plan which builds upon the
Gl Framework previolysproduced by the Council. The plan provides a strategic approach for the
improvement and protection of green and blue infrastructure and highlights the importance of
enhancing biodiversity and safeguarding ecosystem services for the benefit of hdaitblideing.

The GI Plan (Part 1) lists the districts green infrastructure assets which have been identified under the
open space audit for the Local Development Plan, outlines the range of environmental, social and
economic benefits biodiversity can pide and demonstrates the ways in which green infrastructure

and traditional infrastructure coexist.

The key strategic priorities in the Gl Plan are focused on the main threats to biodiversity which are
identified and outlined as:

- habitat loss and fragmeation
- invasive alien species
- climate change

Lwww.legislation.gov.uk
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