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1.0 INTRODUCTION - ROUTE 1 

In association with the current study being prepared by McAdam Design, on behalf of both Derry 

City and Strabane District Council and Donegal County Council, to prepare a preferred route 

Design for this Route of the committed 3 North West Cross Border Greenways, MWA Partnership 

Ltd (a Chartered firm of Landscape Architects) were tasked with undertaking a Landscape 

Assessment of this route. 

The Landscape Assessment will assist in the investigation of a preferred route on the various 

options presented for Route 1 (Derry/Londonderry to Buncrana & Newtowncunningham).  

 

2.0 LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT OF THE 5 SECTIONS 

This Landscape Assessment is a supplement to the current Stage 2 - Preferred Route Corridor 

Selection Report produced by McAdam Design, as part of the on-going route selection option 

appraisals. 

This Assessment is not a full Landscape and Visual Assessment normally provided for major 

developments as part of an Environmental Impact Assessment, whereby a Design Team makes 

an assessment of how a major development impacts on the environment, and proposes methods 

to mitigate any perceived Visual Impacts that the proposed development may impose on the 

landscape. This Assessment is rather more an overview of the type of Landscape and Landscape 

Character of the route of the proposed options, and an overview assessment of the value and 

visual experience users of a particular route may experience on their journey. 

This report provides an outline summary of the Landscape Assessment and perceived 

Landscape Quality of the Route Corridor Options within each Section which have been identified 

within the study area in the Stage 1 Constraints Study and Route Options Report, and 

evaluates these against the Landscape and Visual Experience along each option, and to assist in 

criteria of evaluating an overall preferred option route against each route identified in each 

Section. The methodology employed in this assessment is broadly based on The Landscape 

Institute’s methodology for Landscape and Visual assessments. 

As noted in the Stage 2 - Preferred Route Corridor Selection Report, the assessment of the 

Section 3 Corridors have been withheld from this current issue of the report, and will be issued 

with subsequent revisions to the Preferred Route Corridor Selection Report. 

 

3.0 STAGE 1 - CONSTRAINTS STUDY AND ROUTE OPTIONS REPORT 

The Stage 1 Report in the overall Study Area has identified, outlined and illustrated for both the 

Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland route options a summary of the following headings, which 

will also help inform the selection and design route of the proposed Greenway: 

  

A summary of some of the characteristics/criteria that will also help to inform the selection of a 

preferred route of the proposed Greenway for Route 1 can be listed as follows: 

 Topography, Rivers, Streams and Watercourses 

 Environment and Ecology (and Designated and Protected Areas) 

 Ecology, Flora and Fauna 

 Existing Land Use 
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 Proposed Future Developments (Including the road widening of Buncrana Road near 

Pennyburn Pass in Derry) 

 Local Amenities and Attractions  

 Built Environment and Local Heritage 

 Existing Patterns of Travel and Social Interaction and Schools and Education Centres 

 Public Consultation response and feedback 

As these have all been summarized in the Stage 1 Report, these have not been repeated in this 

Landscape Assessment. However, of particular relevance to the Landscape Assessment is the 

Designated and Protected Areas in both jurisdictions. These are listed in the Stage 2 Report and 

summarized below: 

 Designated & Protected Areas – Northern Ireland -  The Study Area is bounded on the 

east by the shores of Lough Foyle. The Lough Foyle Special Protection Area (SPA) was 

designated in 1999 and qualifies for its designation under Article 4.1 of EC Directive 79/409 

for its numbers of wintering birds, i.e. Whooper Swan, Brent Goose and Bar-tailed Godwit. It 

also qualifies under Article 4.2 for its numbers of a wide range of waterfowl. While the SPA 

area is bounded by the shoreline, any development which has potential to impact on the 

species for which the SPA is designated area may need to be assessed in accordance with 

the Habitats Directive. 

 

The route options on the Derry Side, are envisaged in this assessment not to have any immediate 

impact on the Lough Foyle Special Protection Area, as the scheme does not directly join onto the 

SPA, and commences well within the urban fabric. 

 Designated & Protected Areas – Republic of Ireland - The Lough Swilly SPA bounds the 

Study Area along the Inch levels and along the western costal boundary northwards to the 

upper extent of the SPA at Lisfannan beach.  

 The Lough Swilly SPA was enacted by S.I. no. 592 of 2012 under the European Communities 

 (Conservation of Wild Birds (Lough Swilly Special Protection Area 004075)) Regulations 

 2012. While the SPA is bounded by the shoreline or designated portions of low lands or 

 wetlands, any site-specific operations or activities as outlined in the order within a set distance 

 of the boundary of the SPA require the consent of the Minister of the day. 

The Lough Swilly SAC bounds the Study area along the Inch levels and along the western 

 costal boundary northwards to Buncrana. The Lough Swilly SAC, site code 002287 was 

 selected as a SAC for the following habitats and/or species listed on Annex I/II of the E.U. 

 Habitats Directive: Estuaries, Costal Lagoons (priority), Atlantic Salt Meadows, Molinia 

 Meadows, Old Oak Woodlands, Otter (Lutra lutra). While the SAC is bounded by the shoreline 

 or designated portions of low lands or wetlands, certain activities require prior notification to 

 the Minister of the day.  

 Portions of route corridors between Burnfoot to Buncrana have the potential to run close to, 

 or through, portions of both of these areas.  

 An area of the hill lands at Fahan / Lisfannan are designated Areas of Especially High Scenic 

 Amenity under the County Donegal Development Plan 2012-2018 

 

As outlined in the Stage 2 Report, it is envisaged that an Environmental Impact Assessment will be 

required, where an emerging preferred route option may impinge directly on any of these areas. 

This may lead to increased people movement and cyclists within an area of environmental 

sensitivity, and therefore creating a potential for disturbance to wildlife and in particular birds. 
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4.0 THE SCORING MATRIX 

As a method of how the Landscape Assessment of each route/option performs against each other 

in the selection of a preferred corridor within each Section, the soring matrix outlined below has 

been used. 

The scoring matrix assists in the evaluation of each of the route/options against each other over the 

various Landscapes that the users may experience on the Greenway, and allows a scoring module 

to make an assessment of a particular route/option which may pass through High Quality 

Landscape Character Areas with High Quality Landscape Character settings and pleasant Views 

(Scoring +3) - Highly Positive, and to routes which might cross over Very Low Quality Landscape 

Character Areas with Low Quality Landscape Settings and Views (Scoring -3) - Highly Negative - 

areas with very little or very poor scenic quality 

The following matrix has been employed, and is the same method used for scoring the Route and 

Option selection process in the Stage 1 Report, for other key characteristics: 

 

 

 

 

 

The scoring matrix for the Landscape Assessment will also be evaluated with the other multi 

criteria assessments based on the above scoring matrix undertaken by the Design Team, which 

includes: 

 Model Shift 

 Connections and Local Access 

 Cultural, Heritage and Visual Attractions 

 Flora, Fauna and the Environment 

 Physical Constraints 

 Quality of Service 

 Material Assets and Human Beings 

 Potential Cost 

 Cross border Connectivity 

 Public Feedback 

 

In the final analysis and selection of an emerging preferred route, and of the preferred best option 

within a particular Section of this route, there will be combination of a total score including the scores 

for all of the above. This will include the scoring matrix of the Landscape Assessment to assist the 

Client and Design Team in the final selection of an emerging preferred Route within each Section, 

taking account also the Community Consultation responses and feedback. 
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5.0 ROUTE 1 CORRIDOR AND SECTIONS 1 - 5 INCLUSIVE - LANDSCAPE ASSESSEMENT 

Outlined on the next page is figurative illustration of each of the Sections for the Route Corridors 

for Route 1, both for the Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland/Donegal Sections of this route.  

There are 5 main Sections of Route Corridors identified for this Route, and a scoring assessment 

of the individual colour coded Corridor options has been provided in this Section of the report on a 

Section by Section basis.  

Then a Landscape Assessment score for each of the identified colour coded routes within these 5 

Sections are then applied on a section by Section Basis in Section 6.0 of this Landscape 

Assessment report. 
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The Landscape Assessment for Route 1 is based on the following Route Corridors illustrated in 

the 5 Sections in the map above: 

- Section 1 - Derry/Londonderry to Bridgend - Purple and Blue Corridors) 

- Section 2 - Bridgend to Inch Lake - Purple, Blue and Red Corridors 

- Section 3 - Inch Lake to Fahan Village - Purple and Blue Corridors 

- Section 4 - Fahan Village to Buncrana - Purple and Blue Corridors and Tullydish Route [Red 

Route] 

- Section 5 - Newtowncunningham Corridor - Light Blue and Orange Corridors 
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6.1 SECTION 1 - PURPLE ROUTE CORRIDOR 

The Purple Route commences in an Urban Landscape setting from the Pennyburn Roundabout 

along the line of the Buncrana Road to the Skeoge Road Roundabout and onto Bridgend 

roundabout. The Purple Route along Section 1 is constrained within a tight urban fabric along a very 

busy road corridor, with buildings and houses fronting closely onto this part. A road widening scheme 

is also planned along the A2 Buncrana Road for this first length of this Section from the Pennyburn 

Roundabout to St. Columb’s College, and therefore not been considered in this Landscape 

Assessment. 

Start of the Purple Route - Typical view along the Buncrana 

Road towards Bridgend from St Columb’s College entrance 

- An urban road corridor landscape setting (and a very busy 

road) 

 

 

 

 

Views of the general landscape open up somewhat along 

the Buncrana Road from Skeoge Link Roundabout towards 

Bridgend - views open up from this point due to the limited 

building development along the road  

 

 

 

 

Typical View of an opening landscape along the Buncrana 

Road approaching the border - but views are still channelled 

and dominated by the wide open road corridor 

 

 

 

 

Section 1 of this Purple Route to the border is for the most part an Urban Roadside Corridor 

Landscape Setting. There is predominantly a typically hard urban road corridor landscape setting 

from St. Columb’s College particularly as far as the Skeoge Link Roundabout, and from there to 

Bridgend more open and distant views become available of the surrounding landscape, however 

the overall landscape setting along the Purple Route is dominated by the wide road corridor along 

the Buncrana Road. Generally wider landscape views are unobtainable, until reaching the Bridgend 

roundabout and start of Section 2. 

Section 1 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Purple Route Corridor (-1) 
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6.2 SECTION 1 - BLUE ROUTE CORRIDOR 

The Blue Route corridor diverges from the Purple Route at Templemore Road, where it continues 

through the grounds of Templemore Sports Complex, and then over 3rd Party lands at Whitehouse 

Retail Park, then crossing the Skeoge Link at the existing crossing points, and then follows the 

alignment of the Skeoge River behind Elagh Business Park emerging onto the R238 approximately 

35m north of the Bridgend Roundabout. 

A greenway along the Blue Corridor would predominantly be ‘off-line’ and would have a more 

appealing Landscape setting and offer more appealing visual landscape experiences for users 

than the Purple Route, as for half of its route it follows a river corridor. 

The Blue Route Corridor (and its alternative route options) commences off the Purple Route off the 

Templemore Road. The first alternative Blue Route connects to the Buncrana Road and is 

proposed to run through/adjacent to the grounds of Templemore Sports Complex where it would 

connect to and cross the Skeoge Link Road at the existing crossing points. The landscape along 

this section is an established sport and urban context, with no real significant landscape features. 

Right - Aerial View of the 

Blue Route along  

Skeoge River to Bridgend, 

the Landscape Quality 

along this route could be 

classified as not high in 

scenic or landscape 

quality, but would be 

considered more 

appealing to users than 

the Purple Route. 

 
Above - Aerial View of the Blue Route at  

Templemore Sports Complex in Derry,  

within a landscape setting of sport and  

recreational spaces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above - Aerial View of the proposed Blue Route connection   Above - Blue Route emerges onto the  

with the R238 about 35m north of Bridgend Roundabout  R238 about 35m North of this roundabout 

(from view on the right) leaving a river corridor setting, and   (see aerial view left) 

through an industrial setting - note Blue Route is ‘off line’ 

over this landscape. 

The landscape along this section is more appealing than the Purple Route, and the Landscape 

Assessment Score for the Blue Route along Section 1 can therefore be summarised as: 
 

Section 1 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Blue Route Corridor (0) 
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6.3 SECTION 2 - PURPLE ROUTE CORRIDOR 

The Purple Route on this Section commences at the intersection of the N13 and R238 at Bridgend 

Roundabout and continues along the alignment of the R238, through the village of Burnfoot to a 

point approximately 150m to the west of the village, where the corridor turns left onto the quieter slip 

road leading to Inch Island running parallel to the Burnfoot river as shown on the Route Corridor 

and Options Map on Page 5. 

This Purple Route along Section 2 is more scenic than if it were to follow the main R238 towards 

Fahan in same direction, for the reason that longer lower lying and distant views are available over 

the floodplain towards Greenan Mountain in a Southerly direction from this suggested Purple 

Route, and much more appealing than if it was considered to follow the much busier road corridor 

along the R238 road line towards Fahan Village. 

Bridgend roundabout just across the border - view towards 

Burnfoot direction 

From Bridgend the Landscape permits views that begin to open 

up to a more semi-rural landscape as far as this route reaches 

Burnfoot Village. Traffic volume and associated noise does 

however impinge on the potential user experience. 

 

 

Entrance to Burnfoot with views opening and distant views 

of Castle Hill in the background 

Burnfoot provides a rural village setting, with wider available 

views than compared to those along the Buncrana Road at the 

start of this route in Derry. The streetscape is wider in context 

than previously on the Buncrana Road, and approaching the 

village from Bridgend, there are significant views of the industrial 

setting at E & I Engineering Works; their associated car park; 

and the ‘Twin Towers’. Views of the surrounding hills become 

available, and the wide street takes a sharp turn leaving the village in the Buncrana direction (see 

below). 

The bend in the R28 on departing Burnfoot Village with 

views of the main road dominant. 

The wide streetscape of the R238 running through Burnfoot 

dominates the landscape view through the village, until turning 

sharp left out of the village, where views become more scenic 

and landscape orientated. 

From departing Burnfoot after this rather sharp left turn, the 

Purple Route turns off onto the much quieter road leading to Inch 

Island, where landscape views open up in a Southerly direction towards Greenan Mountain, and 

views towards the Northerly direction are restricted somewhat by the rising topography of the land 

beside this road, and also existing roadside vegetation (hedgerows and trees) that also restrict views 

in this Northerly direction. 
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Views to the South over the floodplain, then become more extensive and permit distant views of 

Greenan Mountain, and towards the Letterkenny Road. 

Far Left - Views open up 

across the Floodplain in a 

Southerly direction and 

(Left) along the quieter 

Road leading to Inch 

Level - Distant views 

become available to the 

South-West and 

Southerly directions 

Along the Purple Route along this length of Section 2 along the road shown above, due to limited 

available cross section widths, a greenway would predominantly consist of a shared carriageway 

where users would not be segregated from vehicular traffic. 

Views along this Purple Route section become available over the surrounding landscape which 

‘opens up’ significantly (only in a Southerly direction), allowing low lying level and distant views over 

the floodplain towards Greenan Mountain direction to the South. The landscape views here become 

panoramic in line with this road, and the sense of place feels more remote and quieter than the 

journey along the main R238, with initial observations of less passing traffic than on the R238.  

Electricity pylons are visually present in the mid ground views towards the Greenan direction. Views 

of the hills to the North (Cashel Hill) are severely restricted by vegetation and the rising topography 

on the right hand side of this road. This floodplains’ landscape is agricultural in Landscape 

Character, and could be classified as ‘low to moderate’ in terms of Landscape Quality, due largely 

to the repetition of extensive low lying agricultural fields, with no real landscape features present. 

 

Far left and Left - 

Approaching Inch level 

the views become more 

dramatic, and the quality 

of the landscape is 

increased with the 

opportunity to see and 

experience water  

 

Section 2 Purple Route’s Landscape Assessment score is outlined below. The visual experience 

would have been enhanced if the greenway along the road running parallel to the Burnfoot river was 

to be segregated from the road following the Burnfoot River. 

Section 2 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Purple Route Corridor (0) 

 

6.4 SECTION 2 - BLUE ROUTE CORRIDOR 

The Blue Route corridor starts at the intersection of the N13 and R238 and continues west generally 

following the alignment of the old Londonderry & Lough Swilly Railway Line, past the Skeoge Road, 

to a point approximately mid-way between the Skeoge Road and the R239.  At that point, the corridor 
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departs from the alignment of the rail track and follows the Skeoge river along its southern 

embankment as far as the existing the footbridge crossing the intersection of the Skeoge and 

Burnfoot rivers and linking to the existing Inch Wildfowl Reserve trail at Inch Lake. 

A greenway facility along this Blue corridor would be ‘off-line’, and a consistent cross section could 

be provided.  Other than crossings of public highways at the R238, R239 and the Skeoge Road this 

corridor would be fully segregated from road traffic, ‘enhancing the user experience’ from a safety 

aspect, with the opportunity to better experience the views of the low lying floodplain landscape 

without competing with vehicles. 

 

Above - Potential access onto the        Above - Typical view of landscape     Above - Access off the Blue Route 

old railway line at Bridgend                  over the old railway line              beside E + I Engineering       

The landscape along the old railway line is that of a low lying floodplain, with wide and extensive 

views available particularly to the South West over towards the Letterkenny Road (N13) and of 

Greenan Mountain in a more Southerly direction. The landscape beside this route is flat with views 

over the floodplain, with the main features of large agricultural fields and hedges and lines of 

electricity pylons looking towards the Letterkenny Road. Views to the North (towards Cashel Hill), 

are somewhat restricted by tree planting and rising ground, looking back towards the main Buncrana 

Road (R238). The landscape character along this section of this route could be classified as ‘Low 

Lying Agricultural’ in Character, with a Landscape Quality deemed ‘Low to Moderate’. 

 

The general landscape along the Blue Route along Section 2 is the same for the Red Route along 

this section allowing views over a low lying floodplain, with wide and extensive views available of 

the elevated N13 and Greenan Mountains. Electricity lines cross over the low lying landscape, and 

there are no significant landscape features within the floodplain (e.g. Woodlands or Woodland 

Copses), other than the watercourses and large agricultural fields, therefore the Landscape 

Assessment score over this ‘Moderate Quality’ Landscape Character area is as follows: 

 

Section 2 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Blue Route Corridor (+1) 
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6.5 SECTION 2 - RED ROUTE CORRIDOR 

The Red Corridor is shared with the Section 2 Blue Corridor to the point approximately mid-way 

between the Skeoge road and the R239 where the Blue Corridor follows the alignment of the Skeoge 

River. 

From this point, the Red Corridor continues to follow the old railway line, across the R239 and along 

the southern environs of Burnfoot, where it meets the southern bank of the Burnfoot River.  The 

corridor continues along the riverbank / old railway line to the confluence of the Skeoge & Burnfoot 

Rivers, where a new bridge would be required to link across to the existing Inch Wildfowl Reserve 

trail at Inch Lake. 

 

The general landscape along the Red Route along Section 2 is the same for the Blue Route along 

this section, which allows the users the experience allowing over the lower lying floodplain, with wide 

and extensive views available of the elevated N13 and Greenan Mountains. Again as in the Blue 

Route, electricity lines and poles cross over the low lying landscape (detracting somewhat from the 

view experience), and there are no significant landscape features within the floodplain (e.g. 

Woodlands or Woodland Copses), other than the watercourses and large agricultural fields, 

therefore the Landscape Assessment score over this ‘Moderate Quality’ Landscape Character area 

would be the same as for the Blue Route as follows: 

 

Section 2 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Red Route Corridor (+1) 
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6.6 SECTION 4 - RED ROUTE CORRIDOR (TULLYDISH OPTION) 

The Red Corridor runs primarily from the Halfway House off the R238, and general in an upward 

direction following the country road over the rising Landscape towards the Buncrana Direction, and 

then into Buncrana - where it would end.  

This Red Route provides generally a changing landscape experience, as the route rises and falls 

over a variety of landscape experiences along the way. Distant views are readily available at the 

highest point of this Route, although sections on the higher part of the route contain relatively poor 

quality rough pasture lands, the overall user experience is enhanced due to mountain views, forest 

views and views of undulating rural landscape experiences 

The Red Route Corridor in Section 4 effectively commences (or terminates)  in Buncrana Town 

Centre proceeding up McCarter Road, along Hillhead Road and up Keelogs towards Tullydish in a 

Westerly direction, then in a Southerly direction along Moneyreagh Park, until reaching the R238 

near the Halfway Public House on the Buncrana Road, where it joins with the purple route along the 

road and along the low level lands that follows the old railway line, meeting up with the Blue route 

leading onto Bridgend.  

Left - View of Urban 

Landscape setting 

Buncrana towards  

Hillhead Road and Right - 

view at Coyle Coal at 

Aghilly above Buncrana, 

with a brief Industrial 

type landscape setting 

and then heading 

towards Tullydish, where 

from here the perceived 

Landscape Character   & 

                                                setting improves in quality 

 

The Red Route corridor is a less direct route from Buncrana back to Burnfoot direction than the 

Purple Route. From a Landscape perspective, the Red Route offers a far more scenic and 

changing landscape in terms of views and countryside 

experiences than the Purple Route, although the hilly nature 

of this route and winding and narrow roads may impede the 

potential users somewhat, extensive scenic landscape views 

are dominant. Approaching Tullydish Bridge the Landscape 

character is that of a rolling agricultural nature, with Tullydish 

Bridge and the river below of high scenic value and 

experience, although the road is narrow crossing the bridge 

Left - View of Tullydish 

Bridge  
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Left - Scenic view and 

river experience from 

Tullydish Bridge and 

Right - Typical 

Landscape View at 

highest part of the Red 

Route heading back 

towards the R238 

direction 

 

The landscape setting levels out slightly passing over the Tullydish Road, with gently rolling rough 

grazing lands close to the road and distant panoramic views over the distant landscapes available. 

The general landscape quality at the higher plain could be classified as ‘moderate leading to high’. 

As the Red Route winds its way back towards the Buncrana Road, the road undulates, and generally 

in a downward direction with views of hills, lower lying landscapes and forestry becoming apparent. 

Left - Forest view 

heading towards 

Halfway Karting - 

views become 

restricted by the 

forestry planting    

Right - Typical 

Elevated Landscape 

View over towards 

Halfway Carting 

towards the R238 

direction 

Scenic elevated views are available above halfway karting of the lower lying landscape, with distant 

views of Scalp Mountain available.  

From Halfway Karting the Red Route gently descends and returns to more of a typical rural road 

type of landscape character, with hedgerows, and houses set back from the road, as it joins the 

Buncrana Road near the Halfway House.  

The Red Route follows the R238 towards Buncrana Direction before joining the Purple Route for a 

section, then across the lower lying lands along the old railway line and joining the Blue Route to 

Bridgend. 

Left - typical country 

road view with 

enclosing hedgerows 

approaching the 

Buncrana Road from 

the Tullydish direction.             

Right - Red Route 

joins the Buncrana 

Road at the Halfway 

House junction, and 

back onto the Purple 

Route. 
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The resultant Landscape Assessment Score for the Red Route in Section 4 can be assessed as 

follows: 

Section 4 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Red Route Corridor (+2) 

 

6.7 SECTION 4 - PURPLE ROUTE CORRIDOR  

The Purple Corridor starts at St Mura’s Church, along the R238 on the southern environs of Fahan 

village and continues to follow the route of the R238 through Fahan, Lisfannan, and onto Buncrana 

where this Route terminates.  The total length of the corridor is approximately 6km. 

A greenway along this corridor would be constructed along the western side of the carriageway, 

utilising and / or widening the existing footway where possible, and allowing for the most part 

elevated views over the coastline over Lough Swilly, and South East to Inch Island, and distant 

views Westerly towards Rathmullan on the other side of Lough Swilly. 

After Fahan Village, the Purple Route follows the R238 directly towards Buncrana. Along the final 

journey on this route to Buncrana along the R238 there are elevated scenic coastal views of 

Lough Swilly, Lisfannan Beach and North West Golf Course in the Westerly direction. Views to the 

East provide views of rising topography passing Gollan Hill and Mouldy Hill on the final approach 

to Buncrana, enhancing the overall views, and forming a backdrop to the coastal views along this 

section. 

Left - View about 200m from the entrance to Lisfannan 

Beach, towards Buncrana direction, with commanding 

views over Lough Swilly and Inch Island 

 

 

 

 

 

Left - View over North West Golf Course approaching 

Buncrana 

There are slightly elevated views over North West Golf 

Course. along this section of this route. The links course 

provides a manicured landscape setting and foreground over 

more distant views towards Lough Swilly. The route here is 

relatively level, making an easy cycling Greenway section 

towards Buncrana. The section from Fahan to Buncrana 

affords the user experience of good coastal views in one 

direction, with a backdrop of higher ground in the other 

direction, and very good visibility for cyclists that might be 

travelling in either the Buncrana or Derry direction. The 

Landscape character along this section could be classified as 

Coastal, with a landscape quality deemed ‘moderate to high’ 

in classification, however, the traffic experience (and noise) 
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detracts from the general sense of place’ and Landscape Character setting 

Left - View beside the Drift Inn approaching the final destination Buncrana 

 

From the roundabout in Buncrana, the sense of an urban landscape re-appears, as this route passes 

the Innishowen Gateway Hotel, Buncrana Golf Club, the Drift Inn and more and more commercial 

type premises and residential areas becoming more visually present, until reaching the Tourist 

Information Point, and then an urban landscape setting into Buncrana Town Centre. 

As this is a lengthy section it possesses differing qualities of landscape and coastal Landscape 

Character Areas along the route. The general landscape quality and experience are marred 

however, by the continual visual impact of the traffic, traffic speed and noise along its entire length. 

The Landscape Assessment and score along the Purple Route summarised below.   

Section 4 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Purple Route Corridor (+1) 

 

6.8 SECTION 4 - BLUE ROUTE CORRIDOR  

The Blue Corridor in common with the Purple Corridor, commences from St Mura’s Church to the 

access road into Fahan Marina, and from there onto access to Lisfannan Beach then onto Buncrana. 

The section of the Blue corridor follows the access road to the Fahan Marina / Rinnaraw Point area, 

where it joins the alignment of the old railway line behind the Railway Tavern and Firebox Grill and 

continues north parallel, but at a lower level to, the R238 where it rejoins the Purple Corridor at 

Lisfannan Beach. 

From the Railway Tavern onwards to Lisfannan Beach, an off-line greenway facility could be 

provided, and where the corridor continues around the headland to the north of the Marina, 

construction sensitive design and environmental and construction management would be required 

to mitigate any potential impacts on the adjacent Lough Swilly SPA. 

The Landscape along this route includes the Marina, and the unbuilt Marina Buildings (which 

interrupts the coastal nature of the views somewhat), and is coastal and scenic for its most part. 

This route runs at a lower level along Lisfannan Beach (compared to the more elevated coastal 

views that are available from the Purple Route Corridor along the R238 running parallel to the Blue 

Route. Nevertheless, the Blue route enjoys more of a beach and dune coastal experience for 

potential users, as the experience is heightened by actually being almost ‘on the beach and 

dunes’. 

The Blue Route Corridor then joins the Purple Route at Fahan 

Village, and proceeds through the village and leaves the R238 

heading towards the Marina and along the lower section of 

coastline and into Lisfannan Beach. 

The landscape character along this section of the Blue Route 

is predominantly coastal, with initial views of boats in the 

marina, leading to a ‘dune type landscape’ from the Marina, 

with a ‘Moderate to High’ Landscape quality, as the route 

travels towards Lisfannan Beach. 

Above - Entrance onto the Marina  

road from the R238 at Fahan 
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Left - Blue Route crosses 

over sand dunes at Fahan 

Marina, and (Right) follows 

Lisfannan Beach and car 

park until it re-emerges 

back onto the R238 just 

before North West Golf 

Club          

The landscape quality is peaceful and tranquil along this section, and views of Lough Swilly and 

Inch Island are more at eye level here, compared to elevated views from the main R238 Road. The 

landscape along this section could be classified as ‘moderate to high’ in terms of landscape quality, 

and the sensual experience enhanced along this section, by the separation from main vehicular 

traffic. This would result in a Landscape assessment score as follows: 

Section 4 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Blue Route Corridor (+2) 

 

6.9 SECTION 5 - ORANGE ROUTE CORRIDOR (TO NEWTOWNCUNNINGHAM AND 

ALTERNATIVE ORANGE ROUTE CORRIDOR OPTIONS) 

This corridor starts at the intersection of the Skeoge and Burnfoot rivers at Inch Lake and follows 

the route of the existing Inch Wildfowl Reserve walkway as far as the Farland Embankment access 

to Inch Island. 

From this point, the corridor follows the L7981 to its junction with the L7861, continuing along the 

L7861 to, and across, the Drumboy Embankment at Blanket Nook. This section of the corridor 

passes through the townlands of Carrowen, Ballymoney and Grange. 

The Orange Route corridor effectively provides a link opportunity from the main Buncrana Line to 

Newtowncunningham with some off-line road routes and some on-line existing road route sections. 

The general landscape along this route follows relatively low lying agricultural lands, with several 

higher landscape forms and features adjacent and visually prominent to this route at: 

- Finwell Hill 

- Castle Hill (with its visually prominent Castle ruins) 

- Colehill (near the N13 at Newtowncunningham) 

 

Generally, this Orange Corridor allows in many locations distant scenic views of Greenan Mountain 

towards a Southerly direction over the low lying floodplain landscape 

 

The quality of views here are greatly enhanced greatly by the back drop of the Greenan mountain 

range to the South, but views Northwards are restricted somewhat by existing vegetation and the 

rising ground towards Cashel Hill. 
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Left - Scenic coastal 

views near Inch Lake 

from the Causeway. 

Right - View of the 

attractive tree lined un-

made road departing 

the car park at Inch 

Lake/Inch walkway 

heading towards the 

Newtowncunningham 

direction 

 

             

Left - Scenic coastal 

landscape views 

towards Farland Point 

heading towards the 

Causeway. Right - View 

of the Causeway 

(Blanket Nook Walkway) 

looking back to Grange 

and Finwell Hill 

 

Left - Scenic coastal 

landscape views from 

the causeway over 

Lough Swilly with 

distant views to 

Rathmullan looking due 

North from the 

Causeway. Right - View 

of the lane leading to the 

Causeway from the 

Newtowncunningham 

direction 

The Orange Route has in places spectacular scenic coastal views, and a range of rural agricultural 

view experiences over the length of its route, from low lying landscapes, through slightly undulating 

countryside. Castle Hill, and the prominent Castle situated on top, are a constant visual feature and 

landmark, and perhaps access to the Castle might be worthy of consideration of investigating and 

interpretation signage during further design development of this Route option. 

Left - Low lying 

agricultural floodplain 

landscape over the 

alternative option 

opposite the church at 

Greenan, just off the Light 

Blue Route on the 

Letterkenny Road. Right -

the entrance to the 

alternative route at 

Blanket Nook from the 

N13 Letterkenny Road 

The Orange Route progresses from the Causeway at Blanket Nook, along the slightly meandering 

Back Shore Road, where it joins onto the un named road leading past Moyle National School and 
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back onto the Letterkenny Road (N13) - where the Light Blue Option is proposed to finish. The 

landscape along this final route to the N13 could be classified as ‘low to moderate’ in quality, and 

classified as ‘low lying agricultural lands’ for the most part. As this route approaches the N13 junction 

the quality of the landscape is slightly greater enhanced with attractive houses apparent and 

established trees each side of the entrance, and an attractive bends in this road with maintained 

field hedgerows. 

 

Left - View Northwards 

towards the Back Shore 

Road of low lying 

agricultural lands with 

field hedgerows. 

Right - View Eastwards 

(from view on left), back 

towards Moyle National 

School and to the N13, 

with a similar landscape 

quality of the view left 

Approaching the N13, the rural agricultural nature of the landscape character along the Orange 

Route (and its alternative route options) immediately changes back to a landscape character of a 

Road Corridor landscape (see views below). The N13 (Light Blue Route) is a busy road corridor 

route, and whilst not unattractive in landscape character and experience from a motorist’s user 

travelling experience, it may create a differing experience for Greenway users, due to the significant 

traffic volume on this road, and the traffic speeds along this route (Light Blue Route).  

Left - Tree lined entrance 

to the Orange Route off 

the N13 at N’cunningham. 

Greenway signage would 

be important here to 

‘announce’ the start of the 

Greenway. Right - Shows 

the tree lined road 

corridor landscape view 

back onto the Light Blue 

Route towards Bridgend 

on the N13 

 

This Orange corridor due to the overall length has a series of changing landscapes, many of which 

are coastal related, and some are of undulating land with prominent features such as Castle Hill. 

Therefore, with this variance of good quality landscapes this would afford the following Landscape 

Assessment score: 

Section 5 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Orange Route Corridor (+2) 

 

6.10 SECTION 5 - LIGHT BLUE ROUTE CORRIDOR (N13 TO NEWTOWNCUNNINGHAM) 

The Light Blue Corridor starts at the N13 roundabout at Bridgend and runs along the length of the 

existing N13 route, passing through the townland of Burt to its endpoint at Newtowncunningham. 
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This route runs alongside the busy N13 road corridor all the way to Newtowncunningham, and this 

road which then proceeds to and connects with Letterkenny.  

The landscape experience changes along this route. In places, scenic elevated views of the lower 

lying floodplain beside Lough Swilly may open up and provide pleasant longer distance lower lying 

land and coastal views and the user experience may be enhanced along parts of this route, 

nevertheless, the travellers’ experience and directional views are dominated by the wide road 

corridor, and the traffic. 

 

Left - View back 

towards Bridgend 

roundabout along the 

N13 with wide open 

views dominated by the 

visual impact of the 

road. Right - View 

towards Letterkenny 

direction of a similar 

wide open road corridor 

landscape. 

 

 

Left - Wide road 

corridor view at St 

Aengus’ Church at 

Greenan in the 

N’cunningham 

direction. Right - View 

over the R239 towards 

Lough Swilly opposite 

the church, allowing 

elevated views over 

the low lying 

floodplain landscape 

 

Left - Long distant 

views over the 

floodplain to Castle 

Hill in a Northerly 

direction over the 

floodplain landscape. 

Right - View back 

over the wide road 

corridor at Speenoge 

towards Bridgend 

direction  
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Above - View just past Topaz Garage on N13 with long distant views available over the floodplain towards 

Lough Swilly to the North West, with Moness Cottages in the mid foreground 

Above - View just past Moness Cottages on N13 with long distant views available over the floodplain to Castle 

Hill in a Northerly 

The landscape along this route commences with some open vistas over the floodplain towards 

Lough Swilly, although along the journey heading towards Newtowncunningham distant views 

become intermittent due to roadside tree and vegetation planting, and the available visual 

experiences changes to channelled views of the busy N13 road corridor and restricted by the 

roadside planting/vegetation and views of retail and commercial buildings and premises on this route 

towards Newtowncunningham.  

The road corridor is wide, and the ever presence of high levels of traffic somewhat ‘mars’ the user 

experience for the most part on this Light Blue Corridor option, contributing in a ‘negative sensual 

experience’ of the potential Greenway users. 

Left - View West 

towards Castle Hill at 

the junction of the 

L1971 over 

agricultural lands.  

Right - View at the 

same junction back 

towards Bridgend, 

with typical large 

scale commercial 

building alongside the 

proposed route 



22 
 

 

Left - View back 

towards Bridgend of 

tree lined road corridor 

landscape, restricting 

views of the open 

landscape. Right - view 

towards the Church of 

Ireland at Colehill, with 

channelled views of 

the road corridor 

framed by adjacent 

roadside trees 

Above - View of the N13 road corridor landscape and large scale retail Euro Spar building and restricted views 

over the surrounding landscape with existing roadside trees and vegetation, and low lying landscape providing 

channelled views of the wide road corridor and garage 

The road corridor landscape on the final section of the Light Blue route to Newtowncunningham 

provides a visual experience of a wide road corridor, with restricted views of open landscape 

particularly towards the Lough Swilly direction.   

In summary, the Landscape character for the main part of this Light Blue Route Corridor option 

can be classified as ‘Low in Quality’, mainly due to views and user experiences overwhelmed with 

the wide road, the ever presence of high levels of traffic moving at speed. This effectively over-

rides the aspect and potential reduced travel time that this route does provide and a more direct 

route for Greenway users to the Bridgend and Burnfoot directions than that of the Orange Route. 

Overall, the wide open carriageway and traffic volumes and speed of travelling vehicles 

contributes negatively to any ‘sense of place’ and landscape sensory experiences along this route. 

Left - Closing view of 

the N13 road corridor 

to Letterkenny. The 

junction on the right 

is the L2041 and start 

of the Orange Route 

towards Moyle. Right 

- View back to 

N’cunningham of tree 

lined road corridor 

landscape, & 

channelled views 

This route’s overall Landscape Assessment does not compare as favourable in terms of other route 

corridor landscape assessment options, as the over-riding factor is the visual impact of the traffic 

volume on the road; the associated noise of traffic; and distance from (and lack of clear views of) 

the coastline, and leads to a Landscape Assessment score as follows: 
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Section 5 - Landscape Assessment Score for the Light Blue Route Corridor (0) 

 

7.0 ROUTE 1 - LANDSCAPE ASSESSMENT SCORE SUMMARY OF INDIVIDUAL SECTIONS 

A summary of the scores of the Landscape Assessment for each of the Route Corridors illustrated 

for the Study Area for both the Northern Ireland Section, and for the Republic of Ireland/Donegal 

Sections, can therefore be outlined below: 

 SECTION 1: 

Purple Route - Landscape Assessment Score (-1) 

Blue Route - Landscape Assessment Score (0) 

 

 SECTION 2  

Purple Route - Landscape Assessment Score (0) 

Blue Route - Landscape Assessment Score (+1) 

Red Route - Landscape Assessment Score (+1) 

 

 SECTION 4  

Red Route - Landscape Assessment Score (+2) 

Purple Route - Landscape Assessment Score (+1) 

Blue Route - Landscape Assessment Score (+2) 

 

 SECTION 5  

Orange Route - Overall Landscape Assessment Score (+2) 

Light Blue Route - Landscape Assessment Score (0) 


