	Committee:
Health & Community
	Date of Meeting:
16 May 2024
	Classification:
Open/Decision
	SD Initials & Date:


(Shaded section to be removed by committee section prior to compilation of committee report)
	Title of Report:
Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership Solemnisation Fees

	Officer Presenting: Head of Health and Community Wellbeing
Author: Senior Registrar


Purpose of Report/Recommendations 
1.1 [bookmark: _Hlk163567660]The purpose of this report is to seek Members’ approval of proposed Civil Marriage or Civil Partnership solemnisation fees. 

Background

1.2 Marriage in Northern Ireland is primarily governed by the Marriage (NI) Order 2003 which defines the responsibilities of the Registrar General (RG) and Registrars in relation to marriage.

1.3 Marriages and civil partnerships can be performed at approved venues in the Derry City and Strabane District Council area (Appendix 1). 

1.4 When a District Registrar officiates at a Civil Marriage or Civil Partnership held in an approved venue throughout the district, a solemnisation fee is applied.

1.5 The Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership Solemnisation fee is the only fee that is set and retailed by Council. All other registration fees are retained and set by the General Registry Office (GRO) NI.

1.6 During the last financial year 2023/24, the DCSDC Registrars officiated 163 Civil Marriages and 3 Civil Partnerships. 99 ceremonies took place on a weekday, 63 took place on a Saturday and 4 took place on Sunday.

Key Issues

1.7 Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership solemnisation fees have not been reviewed or updated since 2015. 

1.8 An Internal Audit of the District Registration Service Income Collection was carried out in 2023. 

1.9 One of the recommendations within the Internal Audit report was that a review of DCSDC retained Solemnisation fees be undertaken.

1.10 A review has been carried out of current Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership solemnisation fees across Northern Ireland District Councils. The variance in current fee structures across different Councils is outlined in Appendix 2. 

1.11 Although the proposed Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership solemnisation fees outlined in the table below are 20% higher than the current fees, they remain marginally lower than many other Northern Ireland District Councils as outlined in Appendix 3.

[bookmark: _Hlk163558649]
	
	Solemnisation Fee (£)

	
	Mon - Fri
	Saturday
	Sunday
	Bank Holidays

	Current Fee
	  87
	188
	230
	230

	Proposed Fee
	105
	225
	276
	276

	Difference (+/-)
	+18
	+37
	+46
	+46


4      Implications
Equality, Rural Needs, Climate Change and Data Protection  
4.1	The proposal has been screened out for equality impact assessment.

Financial, Legal, HR, Improvement and Other  
4.2	The total retained income from Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership Solemnisation Fees in 2023/2024 was £17,414.00. Should council increase these fees by 20% the anticipated annual income would increase to approximately £21,000. 
4.3	There are no known associated legal, HR, improvement or other issues at the time of writing this report.
1. Recommendations

2. That Members approve the proposed Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership solemnisation fees for 2024/25 with an effective date of 01 June 2024.
Background Documents
Appendix 1: Approved Venues for Marriage and Civil Partnership Ceremonies in the Derry City & Strabane District Council area
Appendix 2: Current Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership Solemnisation Fees for NI Councils
Appendix 3: Comparison of Proposed Civil Marriage and Civil Partnership Solemnisation Fees with fees set by other NI Councils

	                                                                                                    V1.4 Effective 1 June 2021
