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Councillor Kieran McGuire was first 
elected to Strabane District Council in 
2005, representing the Derg Electoral 
Ward. He was re-elected to the new 
super council of Derry City and 
Strabane District in 2014. He has 
been a member of NWRCBG since 
September 2013.  
 
At 32 years of age, he was the 
youngest Chairman ever to have 
served on Strabane District Council in 
2009. He is also the former chair of 
the Statutory Transition Committee 
overseeing the merger of Derry City 
and Strabane District Council. Kieran 
is the current Chairman of the 
Planning Committee and is presently 
a member of the Governance & 
Strategic Planning, Health & 
Community Committees.  
 

A strong advocate of regional 
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  C l l r  M c G u i r e 
represents the Council on a number 
of Regional Committees including  
Board of Director Member for  
RAPID, Derry & Strabane Local 
Action Group, District Sports 
Committee, Mournederg Action Plan, 
Northern Ireland Local Government 
Association, NWRCBG, Northern 
Ireland Government Association 
Executive Committee and Tyrone & 
Sperrins Destination Management 
Group.  

As an active sports fan, Kieran has 

been development officer for his local 
GAA club since 2006.  

Kieran is married with three 
children. 

Future of  the North West's Green Economy  
Looks Bright 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Sustainable energy industry experts, academics, and business people came 
together recently to host a free, two day conference and exhibition in 
Letterkenny which gave almost 1,500 visitors the benefit of their collective 
knowledge. 
 

The Low Energy Buildings and Energy Supply Chains Conference looked at 
how the North West can become a low carbon economy by engaging all the 
key stakeholders, as it believes that everyone has a part to play in developing 
a greener, cleaner way of living and doing business.  The event was hosted by  
Ren Net, the North West Renewable Energy Business Network, and marked 
the closure of the project after having received funding over a three year 
period.  
 
Joanne Holmes, Project Officer, talked about the success of Ren Net since its 
inception, providing support to small businesses through various avenues of 
tailored mentoring, training and field trips to Britain and across Europe. 
 

The Ren Net Build and Renovate Show featured a large display of green 
economy products including external and internal insulation, thermal and 
photovoltaic (PV) solar panels, biomass boiler, heat pumps and 
more.  Exhibitors reported great interest in their products and services, with 
many follow-up calls arranged.  
 
The Ren Net event is certain to lead to continued growth in the sector of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency in the North West.  
 
For further information on Ren Net please visit www.ren-net.org.  

 

REN NET 

L-R – Cllr Paul Canning (Chair of 
NWRCBG), Mr. Seamus Neely, 
County Manager, Donegal 
County Council; Joanne Holmes, 
REN NET Project Manager; 
Councillor John Campbell, Ca-
thaoirleach (Mayor) of Donegal 
County Council; Linda White 
(Project Officer NWRCBG) 

http://www.ren-net.org
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NW Construction Network Project  

A Lasting Legacy 

 
 
 
 
 
The NW Construction Network Programme ended on 31

st
 March 

2015 after a 3 year programme of funding.  The project closed 
with a successful “Meet the Buyer” event held on Thursday 26

th
 

March 2015 in Glasgow.  The event was organised in conjunction 
with Glasgow City Council and Renfrewshire Council. 
 
Constructionline, one of the UK‟s leading procurement and supply 
chain management service,  and Barbour ABI, a company with 
over 80 years experience in gathering, processing and delivering 
insight and intelligence on the build environment,  were among the 
companies who delivered keynote speeches at the event.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
Participating businesses received advice and guidance on subjects 
such as effective business development tools; future market trends 
and changes in regulatory compliance.  Recurring business clinics 
were held throughout the day on topics that complemented the 
training workshops that have been delivered as part of the main 
project activity.   
    
One of the common complaints that many SME owner-managers – 
especially in the construction sector – have is that they cannot get 
to meet with decision makers on major construction projects.   The 
main focus of the event therefore was to provide participants with 
the opportunity to engage directly with these key decision makers 
from some of the leading players in the building and civil 
engineering and construction sectors. 
 
 
A further key element of the event was to encourage networking 
opportunities with the businesses from NI, ROI and Scotland.  Participant 
companies were encouraged to explore the potential for joint ventures, 
distribution and collaborative tendering, on a cross border basis. 
 
The event was hailed as a great success by organisers and attendees and was a fitting end to a project which has 
delivered a comprehensive programme of support to businesses from the construction sector.  
 
The post project evaluation is ongoing and preparations have begun for project closure.  
 
 

For further information see www.nwrcbg.org or contact Linda White at linda.white@nwrcbg.org 
 

Davina McCartney (Magherafelt District Council), Cllr Kate McEl-

downey (Chair of Magherafelt District Council), Paul Canning (Chair of 

NWRCBG), Pauline Wallace (Glasgow City Council),  Phillipa Simms 

(Renfrewshire Council) 

Participating businesses meet with potential 

buyers  

http://www.nwrcbg.org
mailto:linda.white@nwrcbg.org
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NORTH WEST Region Cross Border Group 

NW Health & Healthy Living Project 

Community Allotment Sites Now Open Across the Region 

 

 
The NWRCBG is delighted to announce the 
completion of the NW Community Gardens and 
Allotments Project.    
 
Located in Strabane, Maghera, Carndonagh, 
Limavady and Castlederg, the five sites which 
are now complete, all share common aims; to 
create a sustainable source of food; to act as a 
resource for healthy living through physical 
activity; to address „food poverty‟; to bring 
people in the community together; to create 
open space and to encourage biodiversity. 
 
A number of local events have taken place 
throughout March to officially launch each site 
and announce their completion to the local 
communities and further afield.      
 

 
 
In addition to the allotment plots, each site has its own particular individual features, with Carndonagh boasting solar 
panels and an outdoor pursuits area, Limavady having an orchard area with rockery and composting facilities, 
Maghera featuring a restored Victorian walled garden, a fruit orchard and a labyrinth and Castlederg featuring a play 
park. 
 
The training aspect of the Project has also been highly successful 
with a number of programmes having been delivered across the 
region, including a Healthy Eating and Lifestyle Programme which 
was delivered to over 100 families as well as a Schools 
Programme which had in the region of 900 participants.  Fifty 
trainers received training in the skills and knowledge needed for the 
future development of the sites and ongoing healthier lifestyles. 
This will ensure that knowledge can continue to be passed on to 
new participants, post funding. 
 
At the recent opening of the Tulacorr site in Strabane, the 
Chairman of the North West Region Cross-Border Group, 
Councillor Paul Canning said: 
 
“The feedback from these programme activities has been excellent 
and it is clear that they are helping local people, communities and 
schools to embrace the healthy living initiative and become more 
involved with their own gardens and nature, helping to improve 
quality of life,  
mental health issues and obesity problems.” 
 
Sustainable community participation has been achieved through a North West Stakeholders Forum, which has 
engaged community and voluntary groups in order to facilitate the transfer of knowledge and skills across the region 
and assist in supporting groups beyond the lifetime of the project. 
 

For further information please go to www.nwrcbg.org or contact Anne McNaught at anne.mcnaught@nwrcbg.org 

 

Councillors and school children along with members of Churchtown Community 
Group at the Launch of the Castelderg Allotments site 

L-R Cllr Allan Bresland (Strabane District Council), Mr Andrew Cassells, Ms 
Lorraine Gardener (Magherafelt District Council),  Cllr Sean McPeake 

(NWRCBG), Cllr Kate McEldowney (Chair of Magherafelt District Council), Cllr 
Cathal Mallaghan (Mid Ulster Council), Cllr Gus Hastings (NWRCBG), Ms 

Maureen Doherty (NWCRBG), Ms Anne McNaught (NWRCBG) & Mr Laurence 
Hastings (Magherafelt District Council) 

http://www.nwrcbg.org
http://www.anne.mcnaught@nwrcbg.org
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This month marks a significant milestone for 
this landmark project with LYIT completing 
the project build on 1

st
 May 2015. Snagging 

and demonstrations were completed by 
Friday 8

th
 May and the furniture and IT 

installations commenced on Monday 11
th
 

May for completion by end of May. 
 
 
This is a remarkable achievement when you 
consider the previous photo below taken on 
9

th
 January 2015.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to all at LYIT on the successful completion of this 
outstanding building. 
 
 
 
As with their NWRSP partner at Fort George, the unprecedented tenant letting has exceeded all expectations.   
Target indicators set by NISRA at the start of the project, included tenancy targets for 70% occupancy at Fort George 
site and 60% occupancy at LYIT site by year 5 after completion of the project.   Before the project end date of 30

th
 

June 2015, Fort George site is now 100% let and LYIT is 52% let.  These are astounding figures that illustrates the 
early success of this significant project. 
 
Plans are now underway for joint activity on both sites and partners are looking at joint tenancy arrangements so that 
companies can use facilities at both LYIT and Fort George, along with NISP‟s Innovation Centre in Belfast. The UK 
Science Park Association are exploring the prospect of an All Ireland Association of Science Parks, leveraging 
NISP‟s leadership in this domain.   
 
The programmes of support also funded through the project continue to reach out to businesses and the innovation 
sector across the region.  
 
NWRCBG, NISP and LYIT are working collaboratively on a proposal for submission to the Research and Innovation 
priority in the new INTERREG VA Programme.   This application will build on the successful partnership that 
currently exists and will involve research institutes and industry. 
 

For further information contact Eilish Gallagher on eilish.gallagher@nwrcbg.org 

LYIT Completion of  NWRSP Capital Build 

mailto:eilish.gallagher@nwrcbg.org
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Inch & Lough Foyle Wildfowl Project  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Save the Date 

 

Building Bridges for Biodiversity 
 

The close of the Inch and Lough Foyle Project has seen 
the final infrastructure element put in place at the          
Limavady Lough Foyle Shore site. An impressive pedes-
trian footbridge now crosses the Burnfoot River at        
Ballymacran. 

 

Installed at the end of April, the bridge is a 30 metre steel 
framed construction which links two sections of trail, pro-
viding an extended experience for visitors along the coast 
from Ballykelly to the Roe Estuary. In total this will see 
11km of walk trail now open for use by birdwatchers and 
walkers. 

 

Ballymacran is located at one of the widest parts of Lough 
Foyle, and is an important agricultural area. The intertidal 

flats at this location, where the Burnfoot River flows into the Lough, provides one of the most popular spots to view 
the birds using the site.   
 
Winter sees flocks of over-wintering wildfowl feeding in the fields and the drainage channels behind the sea wall. At 
present there are opportunities to see a range of waders including redshank and godwits. 
 
At the finished Inch Levels site in Donegal visitor numbers have increased beyond expectation as bird watchers and 
families enjoy the experience utilising the improved infrastructure and bird hides. 
 
The NWRCBG would like to congratulate all involved in this iconic projects and looks forward to building on the suc-
cesses achieved in developing the regions eco and outdoor tourism offer.  

For more information see www.inchandfoyle.com or anne.mcnaught@nwrcbg.org 

 
 
 
 

Celebrating INTERREG IVA Success and  
Introducing the new EU funded Programmes 

 
The North West Region Cross Border Group will be hosting a regional event on 26

th
 June 2015 in 

Derry~Londonderry. 
 

The morning session of the event will be held in the Guildhall and will inform attendees on the types of projects that 
INTERREG has already supported in the region. To date the NWRCBG partnership has been responsible for the 
delivery of €22million in project activity through the INTERREG IVA programme.  Speakers will reflect on the success 
of the North West and will showcase the results of regional co-operation and collaboration.  
 
The afternoon session will present information on the next round of programmes including INTERREG V, PEACE IV 
and other transnational EU programmes. Priorities to be funded will be presented and there will be an opportunity to 
discuss and network with others to develop partnerships and progress projects for funding. We look forward to see-
ing you there! 

 
For more information see www.nwrcbg.org or contact info@nwrcbg.org 

http://www.inchandfoyle.com/
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The North West Region Cross Border Group comprises the New Council of Derry City & Strabane District Council and 
Donegal County Council and delivers through a Committee of elected members representing their member Councils. 

 
The Mission of the Group is to strengthen and develop the regional economy through collaboration and to enhance the economic 

and socio economic position of the North West. 
 

The Group and Partners are currently delivering projects worth an investment value of €22 million 

in the North West Region. 
 
 

INTERREG V 
The new INTERREG V Programme has now been adopted by the European Commission.  The ERDF contribution to 
this Programme is €240million. The funding rate can be up to 85% of a project budget. 
 
The Programme has four key priority areas: 
 

 Research and Innovation (€61million) 

 Environment (€72million) 

 Sustainable Transport (€40million) 

 Health (€53million) 
 
Different funding calls will be open at different times throughout the new programming period. Full details of all    
funding calls will also be advertised on SEUPB‟s website. 
 
For further information on the programme, please go to www.seupb.eu or contact info@nwrcbg.org 
 

Reorganisation sees revision to NWRCBG Membership 
 
In accordance with the Local Government (Northern Ireland) Act 2014, on the 1st April 2015, Derry City and  
Strabane District merged to become a new Council, one of the eleven created across Northern Ireland.   
 
The formation of these new Councils changes the landscape for the North West Region Cross Border Group and the 
other Council partnerships existing within the Border Region and Northern Ireland.   
 
Limavady Borough Council now joins the North East Partnership as part of the newly formed Causeway Coast and 
Glens Borough Council. Magherafelt District Council now joins Irish Central Border Area Network as part of the newly 
formed Mid Ulster Council area. 
 
The NWRCBG would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and particularly the Councillors and Chief        

Executive Officers of Limavady Borough Council and Magherafelt District Council. Their contribution to the            

development of the North West Region remains greatly valued and we look forward to maintaining relationships and 

partnerships into the future.    

A sincere thank you is also extended from the NWRCBG to Councillors from the exiting Councils of Derry City and 

Strabane District who are no longer to serve with the Group.  The NWRCBG wishes you success in all your future 

endeavours.  

Local Government Reform 
 

http://www.seupb.eu

