4th April 2017 Stakeholder Event – Built Environment and Urban Design
Built Environment, Heritage and Urban Place Making Background
History and landscape have shaped us. Derry has been shaped by its hills, rivers and
defensive walls. The Peace Bridge and the Riverside Walks on both sides of the city have
opened up the River Foyle. Strabane has been shaped by its rivers, its role as a market
town, and the town centre has canal heritage. Both Derry City and Strabane Town benefit
from views into and out to the surrounding countryside especially the Sperrins and Donegal
Hills. This is reflected elsewhere throughout our settlements.
The importance of a promoting good urban design and the protection of our built heritage is
a balance that has to be struck for our urban areas to thrive. The LDP presents a new
opportunity and will strive to protect the built heritage, while at the same time promoting
excellent design.

Regional Context
Regional Development Strategy (RDS) 2035: The RDS sets out the spatial strategy of the
Executive.
Regional Guidance (RG) 11 of the RDS relates to the conservation, protection and, where
possible, enhancement of our built heritage and our natural environment. It states that the
environment, both in terms of natural and built heritage, is one of Northern Ireland’s most
important assets. Effective care of the environment provides very real benefits in terms of
improving health and wellbeing, promoting economic development and addressing social
problems which result from a poor quality environment.
Spatial Framework Guidance (SFG) 7 in the RDS relates to strengthening the role of
Londonderry as the principal city for the North West while respecting its heritage assets,
exceptional landscape setting and unique walled core through sensitive development.

Policy Context
Planning Policy Statement 6 (PPS 6), Planning, Archaeology and the Built Heritage
(March 1999): Sets out the regional planning policies for the protection and conservation of
archaeological remains and features of the built heritage. It embodies the Government’s
commitment to sustainable development and environmental stewardship.
PPS6 (Addendum) - Areas of Townscape Character (August 2005): The Addendum
provides additional planning policies relating specifically to Areas of Townscape Character,
for demolition of buildings, new development and the control of advertisements.

Strategic Planning Policy Statement for Northern Ireland (SPPS) (September 2015):
States that LDPs should identify the main built and archaeological heritage features within
the plan area, and bring forward appropriate policies or proposals for their protection and
conservation and enhancement. The LDP should also take into account the implications of
its other local policies and proposals on all features of the archaeological and built heritage
and their settings.
Derry Area Plan (DAP) 2011: An objective of the plan promotes the sustainable
development of the Derry City Council area by making provision for economic development
while protecting its natural assets and man-made heritage for the enjoyment of future
generations.
Strabane Area Plan (SAP) 1986-2001: Contains the relevant text for conservation and
states that the conservation of the natural and man-made environments has been a major
consideration in the formulation of the plan policies and proposals.
Living Places (August 2013): This Urban Stewardship and Design Guide aims to clearly
establish the key principles behind good place making. It seeks to inform and inspire all
those involved in the process of managing (stewardship) and making (design) urban places,
with a view to raising standards across Northern Ireland. Living Places is a material
consideration in determining planning applications.
Conservation Area Design Guidance: Each of the five Conservation Areas in the Council
District has its own design guide which provides information on the planning context,
character appraisal and historic development, as well as giving guidelines for future
development proposals.

Built Heritage
The Region has a rich and diverse built heritage which contributes to our sense of place and
history. It is a key tourism and recreational asset and sustainable management of the built
heritage makes a valuable contribution to the environment, economy and society. The built
heritage embraces many sites of local and international interest which once lost cannot be
fully replaced. Our built heritage assets include:
o Monuments:
 857 on the Sites and Monuments Register
 124 Scheduled Monuments
 18 State Care Monuments
 10 Scheduled Monuments in State Care
o 859 Listed Buildings
o 5 Conservation Areas
o 4 Areas of Townscape Character
o Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes:
 9 Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes (Registered)
 13 Historic Parks, Gardens and Demesnes (Supplementary List)
o 1 Area of Archaeological Potential
Policy Review and Options:
The existing policies within PPS 6 and PPS 6 Addendum are felt to be largely effective. That
said, there is some scope to tailor specific policies to take account of local circumstances.

Possible LDP Options?

See Questions on Screen re. a) Key Planning Issues, b) LDP Proposals, c) LDP
Policies and d) Possible Options
Prompts for Table to Discuss
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

In planning terms, what are the most pertinent issues affecting Built Heritage and
Urban Design in our District?
How could they be sustainably improved in the forthcoming LDP?
Do you consider that the current statutory protection is adequate?
Do you consider that the current planning policies are generally adequate?
Do you consider heritage designation as positive or negative?
How can we further improve our Urban Design?
How does renewable energy (e.g. solar panels) impact on urban design and built
heritage?
Should the Council have a Building Heights policy – to encourage certain areas
to have higher density, urban grain and urban skyline, with a low level cap in
other areas?
Do you consider that current Planning Policy is adequate? – If not how would me
improve them?
What opportunities exist within the District to enhance the built heritage and urban
design?
Are there are other areas that could be considered for Conservation Area or for
Area of Townscape Character (ATC/AVC) designation?
What are your thoughts on producing a list to include historic buildings of local
importance?

Conservation Area Maps within the Derry City and Strabane District Council
Area

Map 1: Historic City Conservation Area

Map 2: Clarendon Street Conservation Area

Map 3: Magee Conservation Area

Map 4: Newtownstewart Conservation Area

Map 5: Sion Mills Conservation Area

1. BARONS COURT
2. MOYLE HOUSE
3. BELTRIM CASTLE (Omagh)
4. HOLY HILL
5. LEARMOUNT
6. THE OAKS
7. MOLENAN HOUSE
8. ARDMORE
9. ASHBROOK
10. BEECH HILL
11. GOVERNMENT HOUSE
12. TEMPLEMOYLE HOUSE
13. BROOK PARK
14. ST COLUMBS
15. ABERFOYLE
16. BELMONT HOUSE
17. BOOM HALL
18. ENAGH HOUSE
19. BROOK HALL
20. GLENGALLIAGH HALL
21. THORNHILL
22. BALLYARNET

Map 6: Historic Parks and Gardens

