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Introduction 

 

Measures of spatial distribution of deprivation have been developed and used in 

Northern Ireland since the 1970s, and have played a central role in terms of informing 

the targeting of resources to the most deprived areas in Northern Ireland.  The latest 

set of indicators, released by NISRA on 23rd November 2017, will replace those 

published in 2010. 

The purpose of this paper is to present additional analysis of spatial deprivation 

measures (NIMDM 2017) in relation to the Small Area (SA) geography located within 

Derry City and Strabane District Council (DCSDC) area.  This paper should be read in 

conjunction with the initial release which examined deprivation at the Super Output 

Area (SOA) geography.  This can be accessed via the link below: 

 

DCSDC NIMDM2017 (SOA) 

 

Deprivation statistics for Small Areas allow the identification of smaller pockets of 
deprivation than the results for Super Output Areas. On average, Super Output Areas 
can be split into 5 Small Areas. 
 
Small Areas are ranked from the most deprived (rank 1) to the least deprived (rank 
4,537). Rankings are available for each of 7 distinct types (or domains) of deprivation, 
which have been combined to produce an overall multiple deprivation measure (MDM) 
rank. The MDM ranks of the areas should be considered in conjunction with those for 
each of the 7 domains in order to gain a comprehensive picture of deprivation. 
 
The new Small Area deprivation statistics can be used to: 
 

1. Identify pockets of deprivation ï Small Areas that are amongst the most  
deprived Small Areas, but lie within Super Output Areas that would not be 
considered most deprived, however defined; 

 
2. Examine the variation in deprivation rankings of Small Areas within a Super  

Output Area, a District Electoral Area, or a Neighbourhood Renewal Area; 
and 

 
3. Identify clusters of similarly deprived Small Areas that cross Super Output  

Area boundaries. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.derrystrabane.com/getmedia/a0f0171e-2d69-4ee1-9fd6-4fef38aebf53/DCSDC-Multiple-Deprivation-Measures-2017-feb2018.pdf
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There are 328 Small Areas within DCSDC.  

 
The maps and tables within this report provide a thematic representation of the relative 
levels of deprivation within the DCSDC Small Areas. 
 
 

¶ Those DCSDC Small Areas that  fall within the 10% most deprived Small Areas 
within Northern Ireland are shaded red         ; 
 

¶ Those DCSDC Small Areas that  fall within the 11% - 20% most deprived Small 
Areas within Northern Ireland are shaded orange         ; 

 

¶ Those DCSDC Small Areas that  fall within the 21% - 30% most deprived Small 
Areas within Northern Ireland are shaded yellow          . 

 
 
A full list of the 328 Small Areas, categorized by DEA, Ward and deprivation domain 
are available in the appendicies. 
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How can the NIMDM 2017 measures be used? 

 

What the NIMDM 2017 can be used for  

 

For each individual domain of deprivation and the overall MDM, the rankings can 
be used to:  

 

Ṋ Explore the relative deprivation of small geographical areas by comparing 

them with each other 

  

Ṋ Explore which small geographical areas are the most or least deprived 

 

Ṋ Examine the spatial distribution of small geographical areas that are the most 

or least deprived, however defined  

 

Ṋ Explore which small geographical areas have joined, left or remained in the  

    most or least deprived areas over time  
 
 

What the NIMDM 2017 cannot be used for 

  

ṍ Identifying deprived individuals or groups of people ï these are area based 

spatial measures 

  

ṍ Quantifying the extent to which a small geographical area is deprived ï they 

provide relative rankings of areas 

  

ṍ Quantifying the extent to which one area is more or less deprived than 

another ï they provide relative rankings of areas  

 

ṍ Assessing how absolute deprivation in a small geographical area has 

changed over time ï they provide a spatial ranking at a single point in 
time  

 

ṍ Measuring affluence ï lack of deprivation is not the same as being affluent  

 

ṍ Undertaking UK and RoI comparisons ï each UK country has a different set    

    of indicators, time periods, domains and domain weights.   RoI measures    
    deprivation using a different methodology.
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Main improvements in NIMDM 2017 

 

¶ Income Deprivation Domain: Using income data instead of benefit data  

 

¶ Employment Deprivation Domain: Including people with no income from 
employment, nor benefits associated with employment deprivation  

 

¶ Health Deprivation & Disability Domain: Including people on multiple and 
repeat prescriptions to reflect complex and prolonged health needs  

 

¶ Access to Services Domain: Using data relating to travel times to a wider 
variety of services by both private and public transport and access to 
broadband  

 

¶ Living Environment Domain: New indicators on energy efficiency, road 
quality, flood risk, overcrowding and suitability of housing for the disabled  

 

¶ Crime & Disorder Domain: Including an additional indicator relating to theft .
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Map 1: Multiple Deprivation by Small Areas within DCSDC  
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Map 1a: Multiple Deprivation by Small Areas within Derry City Region  
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Map 1b: Multiple Deprivation by Small Areas within Strabane town  
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Measure of Income Deprivation within Derry 

City and Strabane District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Area Analysis
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Map 2: Income Deprivation by Small Areas within DCSDC 
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Map 2a: Income Deprivation by Small Areas within Derry City Region 
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Employment 

Map 2b: Income Deprivation by Small Areas within Strabane Town Region 
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Employment 

Measure of Employment Deprivation within 

Derry City and Strabane District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Area Analysis
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Map 3: Employment Deprivation by Small Areas within DCSDC  
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Map 3a: Employment Deprivation by Small Areas within Derry City Region 
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Map 3b: Employment Deprivation by Small Areas within Strabane Town Region 
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Employment 

Measure of Health Deprivation and Disability 

within Derry City and Strabane District Council 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Area Analysis
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Map 4: Health Deprivation and Disability by Small Areas within DCSDC  
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Map 4a: Health Deprivation and Disability by Small Areas within Derry City Region 


