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Hugh (Gus) Hastings was first elected to 
Derry City Council to represent the Rural 
Ward in 2011.  He was re-elected to the 
new super council of Derry City and 
Strabane District in 2014.  Gus has been a 
member of NWRCBG since 2011 and is the 
current Vice-Chair.  He is committed to 
regional development activity, including 
lobbying for improved road and rail 
infrastructure. 
 
Gus is the past chair of the Regional 
Services Committee of Derry City Council 
and is presently a member of the 
Development, Staff, Audit, Regional 
Services and Planning Committees, the 
Policing and Community Safety Partnership 
Board, the Western Management Group for 
Environmental Health Officers and the 
Northern Group for Building Control 
Officers, the Local Action Group for Rural 
Development and a Member of the Joint 
Provision Committee of Derry City Council 
and Western Education and Library Board. 
 
Gus represents the Council on a number of 
regional committees such as the Housing 
Council of Northern Ireland,  Local 
Government Partnership on Traveller 
Issues and Northern Ireland Local 
Government Association. 
 
Gus is also involved in a number of 
voluntary organisations, including Faughan 
Valley Landscape Partnership, Rural 
Partnership, Strathfoyle Community 
Association Ltd , Strathfoyle Village Centre 
Ltd,  Eden Place Arts and the Good 
Shepherd Primary and Nursery School.  He 
is a member of the Ilex working group on 
Higher and Further Education and Skills 
Development. 
 
Gus is a graduate of the University of Ulster 
specialising in Youth and Community 
Development and worked as a Youth and 
Community Centre Manager for over 35 
years. 
 
Gus is married to Bridie and they have 2 
children, 5 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandchildren. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Northern Ireland Science Park officially opened its 50,000 square foot 
Derry~Londonderry headquarters at the new purpose-built Innovation Centre at 
Fort George in September 2014. 
 
The opening was lauded as a huge success, attended by the likes of the Deputy 
First Minster, Martin McGuinness, and Social Development Minister, Nelson Mc 
Causland, as well as media from right across Ireland, north and south. The new hub 
opened with 70% of office space already let, a figure which has now risen to over 
90%.  
 
The launch was accompanied by a lively showcase event dubbed “RetroTech/
FutureTech” which saw the Innovation Centre transformed into a jumping night spot 
with music, DJ‟s, gaming and gadgets from the past and the future. The building 
was lit up with colour-changing lights, sweeping across the city‟s skies.  
 
As the Fort George opening drew to a close, Martin Mc Guinness remarked, “This 
Science Park will cultivate and accelerate the commercialisation of science and 
technology businesses in the North West providing development opportunities for 
current and future entrepreneurs, an essential investment to building a strong 
economy.” 

For further information go to www.nwrcbg.org or contact Eilish Gallagher at 

Eilish.Gallagher@nwrcbg.org 

http://www.nwrcbg.org
http://www.anne.mcnaught@nwrcbg.org
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It was an historic day at Letterkenny IT at the Topping Out 
ceremony of the North West Regional Science Park project on 
23rd January 2015.  The “topping out‟‟ ceremony marks the 
culmination of almost four years hard work on behalf of all the 
stakeholders in bringing this project from concept to reality.  
NWRSP is a physical manifestation of what positive  
cross-border engagement can deliver; bringing together 
stakeholders on both sides of the border to deliver a tangible 
output in both Derry and Letterkenny for the benefit of the 
people who live here. 
 
This NWRSP project creates the first third generation Science 
Park in the Republic of Ireland, which is the first step to 
creating an All-Ireland Association of Science Parks and will 
further assist LYIT in building a regional innovation ecosystem 
turning knowledge into enterprise and building a new economy 
in Ireland's North West. 
 

The NWRSP will allow the world renowned Science Park brand, operating model, and support programmes to be brought 
to the CoLab at LYIT. 
 
Speaking at the topping out ceremony, Lorraine McCourt, Director with the SEUPB, said; “We are delighted to see that 
construction is at this advanced stage. The project is one of the largest economic development initiatives supported under 
the current INTERREG Programme and will make a positive and long-term impact upon the economic fortunes of the North 
West. I look forward to hearing more about its successes and the many different businesses it will support over the coming 
years.” 
 
If any business would like to learn more about availing of space at the North West Regional Science Park please contact 
Patsy Donaghey, Co-Lab Manager, on 074 9186703 or patrick.donaghy@lyit.ie. 

LYIT Timeframe for Completion of  NWRSP Capital Build 

 
The following is the anticipated timeframe for completion of 
Capital Build by LYIT: 
 
 
January – April 2015 – Complete Construction 
 
This will involve the completion of the following activity: 
 

 external façade and roof  

 external works and landscaping 

 Mechanical & Electrical first and second fix 

 internal finishes and commence tenant fit-out 

 link to existing CoLab building 

 Directional Signage 

 
 
It is anticipated that the handover from the building contractor will take place on 30 April 2015. 
 
During May 2015, LYIT will install furniture and ICT equipment and undertake the final snagging process. 
 
June 2015 will see the commencement of tenant occupancy and additional tenant fit-out. 
 

“Topping Out Ceremony” of  the North West Regional 
Science Park at LYIT 

mailto:patrick.donaghy@lyit.ie
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North West Angels pledge £1m to fund new start ups 

 
To coincide with the opening of the North West Regional Science 
Park at Fort George, a group of business magnates from 
Derry~Londonderry  pledged to invest over £1 million into Northern 
Ireland companies - with a major focus on the North West region. 
  
 

This angel group came together under the umbrella of Halo, the NI business angel network, and each “angel” committed 
up to £100,000 for investment into start-up or high growth companies.  The Angels have capital, experience and expertise 
they are willing to invest 
 
The syndicate chose the name Acorn Angels reflecting their Derry~Londonderry heritage and the old adage 'Mighty oaks 
from little acorns grow' - the unambiguous ambition for their high growth companies. 
  
The investment group includes, amongst others, George Fleming (Fleming Agri-Products Ltd), Patrick McGonagle 
(Pakflatt), John McMonagle (Omega Mechanical Services), Ann-Marie Slavin (Opt2Vote), Paul McElvaney (Learning Pool), 
Philip O'Doherty (E&I Engineering), Padraig Canavan (founder of Singularity) and Eamonn Gee. 
 
By co-operating, Angels share the work and decisions, benefiting both from the increased brainpower available and also 
from the trust that comes from working in a small team.  They will also have the experience and additional „pockets‟ of the 
entire NI Halo network to call on as needed. 
 
Acorn Angels are very keen to hear from companies with high growth potential who are seeking equity funding. Contact 
via Halo at www.haloni.com 

Halo 

Halo is the Northern Ireland Business Angel 
Network – a bit like the Dragon’s Den for 
NI.  It is a network of 125 angels, including 
the Acorn Angel Group in Derry, who want 
to invest in exciting and growing companies 
that are either based in Northern Ireland or 
have a significant presence here. 
 
Halo will look at all stages from start-up to established, and both technical 
and non-technical companies.   Since most investments are in relatively 
young companies, this is higher risk investing. Statistically over half of UK 
angel investments fail. However business Angels have other motivations 
including „giving something back‟ and „enjoyment of working with exciting 
companies‟. They can also make good returns if they go about it in the right 
way. 
 
Halo investor meetings take place approximately 5-6 times a year and they 
allow 6-7 companies to pitch to an audience of 50 business Angels.  Halo 
also has a powerful private video website and strong links to private Angel 
groups in London, giving Halo a much greater reach for investment. 
 
Since the NI Science Park took on Halo in 2009, it has made a big 
difference. Today the Angel investment figure stands at over £9m and, taken 
with the money that has been leveraged, the total is over £20m. 
 
Business Angels can make a big difference since they provide much more 
than „just money‟ with their experience and connections. Recent investments 
have included on-line purchasing, farm efficiency, automated on site reports 
and monitoring of cyber bullying. 
 
More information can be found on www.haloni.com 

The North West Regional Science Park 
has been recognised for its commitment to 
cross border relations by a prominent 
European body.  The project was 
commended by the Association of 
European Border Regions for its “special 
achievements” in cross border co-
operation. 
 
The „Sail of Papenburg‟ awards recognise 
outstanding programmes, strategies, 
projects and actions within the scope of 
European integration. 
 
Norman Aplsey, CEO of the North West 
Regional Science Park said, “This is a 
major accomplishment for a project which 
has only just been completed this year. We 
were up against some long-running and  
well-established programmes and so to 
receive this acknowledgement is testament 
to the vision and commitment of all 
involved in driving this project forward.” 
 
Paul Hannigan LYIT said, “the North West 
Regional Science Park project is already 
exceeding initial projected targets and no 

doubt this will increase further when the 
LYIT NWRSP is completed.” 

NWRSP wins Award 

http://www.haloni.com
http://www.haloni.com
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The North West Region Cross Border Group comprises the five Councils of Derry, Donegal, Limavady, Strabane and 
Magherafelt and delivers through a Committee of twenty-two elected members representing  

their member Councils.  
 

The Mission of the Group is to strengthen and develop the regional economy through collaboration and to enhance the economic 
and socio economic position of the North West. 

 

The Group and Partners are currently delivering projects worth an investment value of €22 million  

in the North West Region. 
 

Contact: info@nwrcbg.org  Tel: 02871 370808 

Meeting Rooms / Event Space 

As well as state of the art office solutions, the Innovation Centre at Fort George also boasts 
excellent meeting facilities and event spaces available for public hire. 
 
There are four meeting rooms available from 6 person to 18 person all with audio and video 
connectivity.  Three of the meeting rooms are flexible and can be opened through to 
significantly extend the rentable space. These rooms have connected audio facilities and 
can be isolated to one room or extended for those hiring as an extended space. 
 
There are also 2 event spaces for hire which can be rented individually or opened up into 1 
large event space which can accommodate for up to 100 persons theatre style. This space is 

also complimented by state of the art audio and video facilities including line-in inputs for camera man, xlr points for microphones 
etc. 

For more information regarding booking enquiries, contact Eliza Harvey on 71867600 or eliza.harvey@nisp.co.uk 

Tenants in new North West Regional Science Park 

Tenancy figures are extremely promising at Fort George with 26 tenants secured and over 90% full, boasting a wide range of 
tenants. NISP are very pleased to report that 3 companies who occupy small 2 and 4 person offices in the open „hub‟ space are  
already ready for expansion and are negotiating a move into some of the larger remaining units available in the building.  
 
The anchor tenant in the Innovation Centre at Fort George is 8over8 - a home-grown company spin-out from University of Ulster 
Magee who employ 55 people at this site. Set up in 2000, it is now a global business, headquartered in Derry and operating out of 
regional offices in North America, Europe, Australia and the Middle East.  
 
First floor tenants include:  

 Biznet     

 BubbleBum      

 Modern Democracy      

 
These companies employ approximately 56 people at this site. 
 
 
Ground floor tenants include the following: 

 NIVHA    

 Econnexx   

 Qubizm    

 CoFunder  
 

These companies employ approximately 26 people at this site. 
 
 
Single desk tenants include: 

 TalentSocial     

 SQS      

 HidInImage       

 
These companies employ 7 people. 
 

 360 Production 

 KLA Tencor  

 EyeSpyFX 

 Atlas Communications 

 GWT: Go Walk Talk 

 Connected Talent  

 Millar McCall Wylie Solicitors 

 IMS Ltd: Information Managed Services Limited 

 PulsePR 

mailto:eliza.harvey@nisp.co.uk

