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1.0 Introduction  

This report provides the ‘’Village Renewal Scoping Study & Animation for the Rural 

Development Programme (RDP)’ for the Derry & Strabane Rural Partnership. The document 

was prepared by JUNO Planning in association with BDP and Blu Zebra. The RDP Village 

Renewal Scheme provides financial support to rural communities primarily through the drafting 

of integrated village plans and for the renewal of rural villages through the mechanism of village 

plans. The beneficiaries of the Village Renewal Measure will be the local Council/ community/ 

voluntary partnership where the local authority is the applicant and the grant recipient with 

grants from £500 to £500,000 at a 75% intervention rate. 

The measure aims to: 

• Build on the overarching fabric of a town/ village integrating with other funding from 

other government departments and agencies; 

• Address rural dereliction and prioritise reuse of existing derelict buildings, particularly 

to provide community infrastructure.  

The Measure aims to provide capital support to develop collective and individual village 

initiatives to enhance the role of village renewal, which will bring back life back into the rural 

area contributing to vibrant rural communities. Our Scoping Study developed a consultation and 

animation programme in the study area which sought to identify key village clusters for village 

plans and the prioritisation of settlements/ villages for potential project interventions.  

The Scoping Study involved an audit of the 49 no. settlements identified by the commission 

Term of Reference across the rural area of Derry & Strabane District Council area. The audit 

sought to identify the strengths and assets of the study area and also to identify existing inter-

settlement/ villages relationships between existing rural community and voluntary groups. The 

Scoping Study reviewed the existing role of settlements/ villages and reviewed the role 

envisaged for these settlements within the RDS, the Draft Council Community Plan, Draft Local 

Council Community Plans and the existing Local Development Plans for the Council area. The 

role and function of the settlements/ villages was informed by consultation with the community, 

the LAG Board and Derry & Strabane District Council.  

Selection criteria were developed to help select villages for capital support. Consultation was 

undertaken in respect of the selection criteria topics with the community and Derry & Strabane 

District Council. Subject to consultations undertaken and Interim Strategy requirements it was 

agreed to provide two bands for village renewal projects as follows: 

• 4 no. large-scale projects in 4 no. strategic settlements (settlements with 
population in excess of 500)  

 

• 8 no. small-scale projects in 8 no. settlements  
 

 
The LAG Board reviewed the selection criteria and associated weighting and provided their 

sign-off subject to the flexibility to consider a cross-cutting gateway project across the 

settlements as a strategic project. The application of the selection criteria facilitated the 

indicative selection of 4 no. strategic settlements for large capital projects and indicative 

selection of 9 no. settlements for the small capital projects. The Scoping Study also provides 

recommendations regarding the phasing of village plans and associated capital projects to 

ensure consistency with the funding allocations/ timeframes of the Interim Rural Strategy.  
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Match funding of 25% is required for the Village Renewal scheme. Applicants (the Council) 

must contribute at least 5% own cash to the eligible project costs. A review of potential funding 

sources was undertaken.  

The Scoping Study outlines recommendations for the delivery of the (i) village/ settlement 

cluster plans and (ii) capital projects within the study area identifying the key roles in this 

process.   The conclusions and recommendations of this Scoping Study will facilitate the Derry 

& Strabane Rural Partnership to access the budget of £1,206,400 as allocated to the Village 

Renewal measure in line with the targets identified by the Derry & Strabane Interim Rural 

Strategy: 

• 15 integrated village plans (or update of existing village plans) or as clusters; 

• 4 large capital projects across a number of key strategic villages/ settlements; 

• 8 small capital projects in up to 8 villages/ settlements; 
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2.0 Methodology  

2.1 Overview of Methodology  

The following methodology was used in the delivery of this Scoping Study report. 

Stage 1: Scoping Study Initiation  

This initial stage involved meeting with Derry & Strabane District Council and the LAG 

representative in order to discuss the parameters of the Scoping Study and to identify the 

relevant sources for information for the study.  

Stage 2a: Strategic Context Review & Desk-based Research  

The project team undertook extensive reviews of information sources to inform the initial audit 

and review of the settlements in the scoping study area- involving the review of the following 

documents: 

• Community Planning Process (strategic and local level)  

• The existing Local Development Plans (Derry Area Plan 2011 & the Strabane Area 

Plan 1986-2011) and the ongoing Derry & Strabane District Council Local 

Development Plan process.  

• The Derry & Strabane Interim Local Rural Development Strategy  

• Basic Services Scoping Study prepared for LAG  

• Peace IV and other relevant funding programmes/ initiatives  

• Existing Village Plans across the Scoping Study area. 

• Physical Condition Audit of the Villages provided by Derry & Strabane District Council 

• Socio-economic/ deprivation statistics for the villages 

• DAERA (formerly NIEA) Built Heritage Viewer  

Stage 2b: Consultation/ Engagement  

This was informed through consultation through workshops, one to one interviews and the issue 

of questionnaires to the following: 

• A series of meetings with LAG Board to review the results from the initial audit to agree 

the approach to the role and function of the villages (proposed Village Cluster Plans) 

and agree the selection criteria for the selection of villages for capital investment:  

• A survey of all known community groups in the scoping study area two separate 

occasions (November/ December 2016 and January/ February 2017) 

• Consultation with Chairs of the local DEA Community planning partnerships  

• A joint ‘Basic Services & Village Renewal’ Animation Seminar was held on 27th October 

2017 in Floyds Restaurant, Ballymagorry. Three public meetings (one in each of the 

rural DEA’s- Sperrin, Derg and Faughan) were held on the 13th February on the 

emerging issues on the Village Renewal Programme to seek further consultation on 

the key concepts- i.e., the emerging approach to the role and function of the villages 

(clustering of villages) and the identification of projects prioritised by the local 

community and voluntary sector. All community and voluntary groups registered with 

the RDP team and associated rural networks were invited to the public consultation 

event.  

• Interviews with relevant Council officers.  

• Consultation with potential match funders.  
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Stage 2c: Preparation of Baseline Audit & Mapping of 49 no. Villages  

During the process of 2a and 2b outlined above the project team undertook a review and 

prepared an Audit Summary document on each of the 49 no. settlements to inform the 

identification of the role and function of the villages and to scope the potential for the 

development of key village clusters. An interim study document with the ‘Village Audits’ was 

issued to the Client. The audit document for each settlement is summarised and is included 

within Appendix 5.1 of this document.  

Stage 2d: Identification of the Role & Function of the Villages and Scoping of Potential 

for Key Village Clusters    

The project team, in consultation with the LAG Board and DC&SDC developed an approach to 

the identification role and function of the villages in the context of the RDP village renewal based 

upon the existing Local Community Plan DEA structures, the geographic location of the villages 

and the existing relationships between villages. This approach was used to inform the 

recommendations to prepare Village Cluster Plans.  

Stage 2e: Development of Selection Criteria to Help Select Villages for Capital Support 

The project team, in consultation with the LAG Board and DC&SDC developed selection criteria 

and associated weighting to help select villages for capital support in line with the strategic 

objectives of the Derry & Strabane Interim Local Rural Development Strategy and the Village 

Renewal Scheme. The project team undertook a review of other Councils approaches to the 

development of selection criteria.  

Stage 3a: Scoping and Recommendations 

Based on the reviews undertaken in respect of Stages 1(a) to 2(e) the following options were 

reviewed in the context of this Scoping Study report.  

• Scoping of clustering villages/ small settlements or other options for strategic approach 

to Village Renewal; 

• Indicative scoring of villages using the agreed approach and selection criteria; 

• Recommended indicative list of proposed interventions (listing priority actions) in the 

selected villages that meet the eligibility criteria; 

• Options/ scoping of process, format and approach for updated or new village plans 

required; 

• Options for grant threshold for large and small capital projects; 

• Scoping of approach/ options for the bespoke training elements of Village Renewal 

scheme to ensure fit with the eligibility criteria and based on learning from the previous 

RDP programme; 

• Phasing of village plans and capital developments to meet the target allocations/ 

timescales of the interim strategy; 

• Identification of potential match funders and requirements; 

• Recommendation for delivery and ongoing engagement of stakeholders 
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3.0 Strategic Context 

3.1 Derry & Strabane Interim Local Rural Development Strategy (ILRDS)- Overview 

The Derry & Strabane Interim Local Rural Development Strategy provides the vision, aims and 

objectives for the application of the RDP scheme in the Derry Strabane Rural Partnership (the 

LAG) area. The ILRDS vision is:  

“A sustainable, prosperous, inclusive and entrepreneurial rural growth which 

encourages and supports modernisation, connectedness and growth, improved 

quality of life and well-being for all, which takes advantage of its natural and built 

environment and respects its role as the custodian of the landscape for future 

generations.”1 

The Strategy included an analysis of need based on a detailed socio-economic profile, 

significant consultation with over 430 rural stakeholders and a funding gap analysis. The 

analysis of need informed the overall vision, strategic aims and priorities for the interim strategy 

as well as the allocation of funds across the main themes.  The Strategy was developed in 

accordance with the guidance provided by DAERA (formerly DARD) including the four schemes 

((i) Business Investment (ii) Basic Services (iii) Village Renewal and (iv) Broadband) and 

strategy guidance notes.  For the purposes of this Scoping Study report the focus is on the 

strategic context of the ILRDS referencing the Village Renewal Measure, this is outlined in 

Section 3.1.1- Section 3.5 below outlines the relevant strategic context.  

3.1.1 ILRDS- Village Renewal  

The strategic aim of the ILRDS is to improve the Derry and Strabane rural area by supporting 

actions which:  

• “create sustainable, high quality and well paid jobs in the area and supports the 
maintenance of existing jobs ;  

• increase GVA  

• improves the quality of life and health and well-being for all  

• improves access to rural services and addresses isolation in particular of more 
vulnerable groups;  

• creates a thriving tourism sector benefiting from its natural and built heritage and its 
strategic location;  

• enables the diversification of farm businesses, thus improving average incomes;  

• defines the role and function of rural villages allowing them to take advantage of their 
location and increase the sense of belonging locally;  

• improves connectedness through improved rural transport, broadband communications 
and community networking  

• maximises advantages and minimises the disadvantages from its cross border 

location.”2  

                                                           
1 Pg 180- ILRDS 
2 Pg 11- ILRDS 
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The ‘Village Renewal’ Measure should contribute towards the strategic aim of improving the 

rural area of Derry and Strabane.  

The ILRDS needs analysis highlighted key issues for the Village Renewal measure arising from 

the consultation process- these are highlighted in Table 4.1 providing context for the village 

renewal measure requirements.  

Table 3.1: ILRDS Village Renewal Analysis of Need Consultation Process 

Key Issue Implications for Village Renewal3  

Link with the RDS 
2035  

• Under the new Local Development Strategy, under the guidance of the 
Regional Development Strategy 2035 there is a need to define the role 
of key settlements in rural areas and how they link to the city and each 
other – strategic yet locally relevant approach needs to be taken to this.  

 

Defining Role & 
Function of Villages  

• Creating a sense of belonging and place important – identifying the role 
and function of the village  

• Clustering of villages and hamlets should be considered by District 
Electoral Area (DEA)  

• Tourism route- such as by a greenway of a blue way link, which connect 
through historical and cultural themes or  

• Through service delivery hub functions  

• Identifying unique selling point (USP) of settlements – strategic 
investment  

• Commuter v isolated villages – may need different approach to how 
these are planned 

Lack of Services  

• Lack of services - e.g. post office, police stations, banks, health care – 
having a negative effect on the village  

• Rural schools for community use – need to widen this out  

• Need more pre-schools and play parks and hub buildings  

• Need more shared communal spaces  

• Need shared spaces – avoid duplication – this will require good 
relations and community development support to broker new ways 
of thinking about service delivery and the use of community space  

• Public art and entrance features important – community led 
important  

• Public transport restricts participation  

 

Addressing 
Dereliction  

• Use of derelict buildings in villages – could be community hub buildings or 
new housing; also need for green spaces in villages  

• Lack of investment in villages leading to dereliction – need to reinvent 
villages and the engagement of local people with them - if you want to 
keep it, use it - promotion of a buy local campaign  

• Need good design, green spaces, cultural and meeting spaces in 
villages  

• Need to address the issue of local historical artefacts being taken away 
from the area  

• New regeneration powers an opportunity  

 

Village Plans 

• Village plans – need to be strategic in the development of these – need 
village teams with statutory sector support to drive forward an 
integrated approach to village renewal – outside and alongside the 
RDP – again by cluster or DEA to make it more manageable and 
coordinated.  

• Some projects outside 30mph limit - this may cause difficulties as some 
facilities, especially in the smaller villages – are located outside of the main 
village area.  

• What size should a village be to have a village plan?  

                                                           
3 Pg 48-51 ILRDS 
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• A number of smaller villages should cluster together to have one 
overarching plan – clustering  

• Programme should allow for the development of VPs for those areas 
that do not have one. Need for fast track approach for villages that 
have no village plan  

• Some areas are ahead of the game in that they already have a village 
plan completed and have a priority project identified. These villages 
should not be restricted or held back because others are not at the 
same level of development  

• Need for capacity support – two tier:  

 Villages that have a plan in place and need support on how to take it 
forward  

 Villages that do not have a plan need support in developing one  

• Areas that have had no previous investment should be prioritised or 
given extra help to encourage them to participate. Residents in such 
areas may feel ‘left out’. There needs to be a recognition that no money 
has been previously spent in some areas- need a balance of expenditure 

• Need village implementation teams and support from council  

• Possibility of two/three large scale village renewal projects that 
cluster a number of villages together around a common theme e.g.  
- River walk – cluster villages together to develop a river walk that will 
connect villages – bring benefits for tourism, access to river, healthy 
lifestyle.  
- Churches and historical buildings – create a route – walking/driving - 
between a number of villages with the common theme of churches, 
buildings- promote tourism into the rural area  

 

 

3.1.2 Department of Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs (DAERA) Definition of Rural & 

Application to the LAG Area 

The DAERA (formerly DARD) 2015 definition of rural areas is based upon all settlements with 

a rural population of less than 5,000. A number of settlements were added to the list of rural 

settlements/ villages which are located on the outskirts of Derry city. These included: 

• Culmore  

• Newbuildings  

• Strathfoyle  

In addition the LAG Board identified three further settlements which are rural in nature which 

they considered should be included within the rural area.  

• Drumahoe  

• Nixons Corner and Coshquin 

3.1.3 ILRDS Rural Village Renewal- Main Issues from the Socio-Economic Profile 

Table 3.2 (below) outlines the key issues arising for the Village Renewal measure in the ILRDS 

in terms of the socio-economic profile of the area.  
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Table 3.2: Main Issues from ILRDS Socio Economic Profile Rural Village Renewal 

Theme 3 Rural Village Renewal4  
 

(i)  There are 48 villages in the area.  
(ii)  Located beside a Gateway in Londonderry (designation within the RDS 2035); an 

airport, a port; 2 strategic natural resources – Sperrins and Foyle Estuary and beside 
the Causeway Coast plus river valleys  

 
(iii) The National Spatial Strategy (NSS) identifies Letterkenny- Londonderry as a linked 

gateway to the North West and recognises the importance of further development of 
this core area and its economic social and other relationships and functions in 
strengthening the wider North West region  

 
(iv) One Main hub – Strabane (not rural)  

 
(v) On two key transport corridors – A5 to Dublin and the A6 to Belfast and a Link Corridor 

– A2 to Coleraine and beyond  

 

 

3.1.4 ILRDS Rural Village Renewal Strategic Priorities- Aims, Objectives & Actions  

The ILRDS identified the strategic priorities and associated aims, objectives and actions for the 

rural village renewal measure in the Scoping Study area. The strategic priorities have informed 

the scoping study preparation. Refer to Table 3.3 below for details of the village renewal 

strategic priorities. 

Table 3.3:  ILRDS Rural Village Renewal Strategic Priorities- Aims Objectives & 

Actions 

Theme 3: Rural Village Renewal5  

Budget: £1,206,400 
 

Aim:  
Provide capital support to develop collective/ individual initiatives that will enhance the role and function 
of village renewal which will bring life back into the rural area contributing the creation of vibrant rural 
communities as places to live, work, be educated, socialise and visit.  

Objectives: 
Objective 3.1 
Ensure that at least 755 people benefit from village renewal projects. 
Objective 3.2 
Ensure that up to 15 villages are supported to draw or enhance village development plans.  
Objective 3.3 
Support up to 8 projects for investments in village development.  
Objective 3.4 
Ensure that up 8 derelict/ vacant properties are brought back into use.  

 
Actions:   
 

• Develop an animation programme that will bring together key players in the rural areas to identify 
the key village clusters and develop strategic cluster projects for the area which will link in with 
the Regional Development Strategy 2035 (RDS 2035), the Local Development Plan and the rural 
based local community plans.  
 

                                                           
4 Pg 48-51 ILRDS 
5 Pg 195- 197 ILRDS 
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• Identify the future role and function of villages within the rural Derry & Strabane area ensuring 
they link into the RDS 2035 and the Council Community Plan. A rural villages and basic services 
conference should be part of the animation work to explore these issues. 

 
Technical Support:  
• Support the development of up to 15 no. integrated village plans or the update of existing village 

plans at circa £3,000- £5,000 each- £55,000. 

 
Capital Projects 
• Support the implementation of 4 large capital projects across a number of key strategic villages 

that will help improve the attractiveness of the local area, tackle dereliction, help create or develop 
tourism opportunities and improve the health and well-being of residents. There should be 
flexibility in this based upon the needs identified in the scoping study in terms of where investment 
should most logically be targeted.  

 
- with populations between 2,500 to 5,000 people 
- with populations between 1,000 and 2,500 
- with populations below 1,000 people 
- Or by DEA (Local Community Plan areas) 

 

• Support the implementation of up to 8 small capital projects in up to 8 no. villages across the area 
that will help improve the attractiveness of the local area, tackle dereliction, help create or develop 
tourism opportunities and improve the health and well-being of all residents, e.g,  
 
- Support for environmental improvements in villages 
- Support for derelict and vacant site enhancement 
- Support for shop front enhancements 
- Support for projects that are conservation based on aim to upgrade the rural heritage of the area. 
- Support for gateway projects that create a sense of belonging to villages 

 

Bespoke Support & Training 
Bespoke training on implementing and collaboration work aimed at implementing actions of the village 
plan- assuming that the RDP is but one source of funding support.  
 

  

3.1.5 ILRDS Rural Village Renewal- Proposed Timetable for Opening Calls for Application  

The ILRDS outlined the timetable for opening calls for the rural village renewal measure. The 

details are summarised below and provide the context for the potential phasing of funding for 

the village renewal measure: 

“2016/2017 - Quarter 1 & 2  - April - September 
For expression of interest only. This will allow time for animation to help develop 
project proposals 

 
First Call - 2016/2017  - Quarter 1 (April - June) 
Funding for Village plans only 
5% of Allocation 

Second Call -  2017/2018  - Quarter 4 (January to March) 
50% of allocation – projects will have been worked up during the expression of 
interest stage and animation and should be investment ready with match funding in 
place and necessary statutory permission. 
 
Third Call - 2018/2019  - Quarter 4 (January to March) 
45% of allocation – increase if other calls did not fully meet their allocation  
Provides an opportunity for project that did not have necessary permissions 
etc in place in time for first call to make an application.”6 

                                                           
6 Pg 249/250, ILRDS 
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3.2 Local Development Plan Provision  
 

The relevant ‘Local Development Plans’ in the Derry & Strabane LAG area are the (i) Strabane 
Area Plan 1986-2001 and the (ii) Derry Area Plan 2011. All references from the ‘Local 
Development Plans’ regarding respective village/ settlements were included within the village 
audit review documents. The Derry & Strabane District Council Local Development Plan team 
advised that the ‘Preferred Options will not be prepared for the Council area until May 2017.  
Given this timeframe the settlement hierarchy for the new Local Development Plan is not 
available for the purposes of this Scoping Study. Consequently the Scoping Study has regard 
to the settlement hierarchy identified in the existing Local Development Plans. Table 4.4 outlines 
the ‘Local Development Plan’ role prescribed to each of the respective villages/ settlements (as 
per the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 and the Derry Area Plan 2011).  

Table 3.4: Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 and the Derry Area Plan 2011 Settlement 
Hierarchies   

Settlement/ 
Village 

Strabane Area Plan 
Settlement 
Hierarchy 
Reference 

Settlement/ Village Derry Area Plan 2011 
Settlement Hierarchy 
Reference  

Castlederg Town Claudy Village  

Sion Mills  Town Culmore  Village  

Newtownstewart Town Eglinton Village  

Ardstraw Village  Lettershendoney Village  

Artigarvan Village Newbuildings  Village 

Ballymagorry Village Park Village 

Clady Village Strathfoyle  Village 

Donemana Village Ardmore Small Settlement 

Erganagh  Village Ballyrory Small Settlement 

Glebe Village Campsey Small Settlement 

Killen Village Carnanreagh Small Settlement 

Killeter Village Craigbane Small Settlement 

Magheramason Village Goshaden Small Settlement 

Plumbridge Village Killaloo Small Settlement 

Spamount Village Killea Small Settlement 

Victoria Bridge Village Maydown  Small Settlement 

Aghabrack Hamlet  Nixons Corner Small Settlement 

Aghyaran Hamlet Straidarran Small Settlement 

Altishane Hamlet Tamnaherin  Small Settlement 

Bready  Hamlet Tullintrain  Small Settlement 

Cloghcor Hamlet Drumahoe Within settlement limit 
of Derry/Londonderry 



12 

 

   
 

Cranagh Hamlet Coshquinn Within settlement limit 
of Derry/Londonderry 

Donagheady Hamlet   

Douglasbridge Hamlet   

Drumlegagh Hamlet   

Garvetagh Hamlet   

Glenmornan  Hamlet   

3.3 Derry & Strabane District Council Community Plan  

The development of the Community Plan for Derry and Strabane District Council is on-going.  

The Plans’ objective is to shape the long term strategic direction for the City and Region and 

enhance the delivery of public service. Further to consultations with the Council Community 

Plan team it is anticipated that the Draft Derry & Strabane District Community Plan will be 

published in September 2017.  

 

Consultations with the Community Plan team informed the Scoping Study that the Draft 

Community Plan identifies three pillars for community planning, namely: 

 

• Social Well-being 

• Economic Well-being 

• Environmental Well-being   

 

The Draft Community Plan is built around eight primary outcomes (across the three ‘pillars’ 

and a further 26 supporting outcomes.  Table 4.5 below outlines the eight identified primary 

outcomes.  

 

Table 4.5: Draft Community Plan Outcomes  

Outcomes 

Social Wellbeing Economic Wellbeing Environmental Wellbeing  

We are actively engaged in 

the decisions that affect us- 

building a shared, equal, and 

safe community.  

There is a good job for 

everyone in a strong, 

competitive, entrepreneurial 

and innovative economy.  

We connect people and 

opportunities through our 

infrastructure. 

We live long, healthy and 

fulfilling lives. 

Our young people and our 

workforce are better skilled 

and educated. 

We live in sustainable 

communities with strong 

environmental stewardship.  

Our children and young 

people have the best start in 

life.  

We are the cultural 

destination of choice.  

 

 

 

3.3.1 Derry & Strabane District Council Local Community Plans (LCPs) 

 

At a local level - eight Local Community Planning processes are also underway across the 
respective DEAs. It is envisaged that the Local Community Planning processes will enable 
residents to give their views on how public services can be better provided in their own local 
areas and will reflect the outcomes in the Community Plan and develop local actions to meet 



13 

 

   
 

local needs and improve wellbeing. Draft Local Community Plans were prepared in respect of 
the each of the DEA within the Council (as outlined below).  

: 
i. The Moor 
ii. Ballyarnett 
iii. Foyleside 
iv. Waterside 
v. Faughan 
vi. Sperrin 
vii. Derg 
viii. Strabane  

 
The Draft LCPs outlined the issues specific to the respective LCP area under the eight themes 
(outcomes outlined in Table 4.5 above) as follows: 
 

• Community Development  

• Health & Wellbeing  

• Children & Young People 

• Enterprise & Economy 

• Education & Skills 

• Tourism 

• Physical & Environmental Regeneration 

• Infrastructure  
 
Key outcomes in respect of each of the key themes were provided in each of the Draft LCPs 
and an associated ‘menu of actions’ were listed which included specific projects. The Draft 
Local Community Plans public consultation period ended on 31st March 2017. The Community 
Plan team has noted that final draft Local Community Plans will be published in September 
2017. The Community Plan team detailed that the ‘actions’ outlined in the Draft LCPs are being 
reviewed by Council and are likely to be amended in the next draft Local Community Plans. It 
is anticipated that the final Local Community Plans will be finalised by 1st April 2018 (but will 
also have to wait for the Strategic Plan). 

  
3.3.2 Derry & Strabane District Council Local Community Plans- Local Community Plan 

Partnerships  
 
D&SDC are committed to establishing local community planning partnerships in each of the 
respective DEAs to enable people to become actively involved in the planning and delivery of 
community services and facilities. At the time of writing this Scoping Study report the final make-
up of the partnerships is being consulted and agreed upon, however the following partnership 
arrangement is being considered by Council: 
 

• Elected members 

• Resident Panels (to be hosted twice yearly or more often if required) 

• Statutory Workshops (to be held quarterly)    
 
There are two Council Local Community Plan officers in each of the respective of the rural 
DEA’s areas who are responsible for the delivery of community planning and associated 
assistance to the rural community in the Council area.  
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3.4 Existing Village Plan Provision in the Scoping Study Area  
 
3.4.1 Existing Village Plans 

There are 13 no. villages within the scoping study that have existing Village Plans. Details are 

provided in Table 4.6 below. Six were developed through the previous Rural Development 

Programme (RDP) 2007-2013 and an additional seven were funded by the (former) Department 

of Social Development (DSD) or Strabane District Council (SDC). 

Table 3.6:  Villages within Scoping Study Area with an Existing Village Plan   

Settlement with Village Plan DEA 

Douglas Bridge (2011- RDP) Sperrin 

Lettershandoney (2011- RDP) Faughan 

Newtownstewart (2011- RDP) Derg  

Plumbridge (2011- RDP) Sperrin 

Glebe (2012- SDC) Derg 

Glenmornan (2012- SDC) Sperrin 

Killeter (2014- DSD)  Derg 

Clady (2014- DSD) Derg  

Victoria Bridge  (2014- DSD) Derg 

Cranagh (2015- DSD)  Sperrin 

Donemana (2015- DSD)  Sperrin  

Newbuildings (2011- RDP) Faughan 

Park (2011- RDP) Sperrin 

 

We undertook a review of the 13 no. village plans process identifying projects/ interventions 

with a village renewal scheme fit. Consultations with DC&SDC in respect of the identified village 

plan projects have highlighted that a number of the projects do not necessarily align with the 

priorities of the Community Plan and associated Local Community Plans however it should be 

noted that each of the prepared Village Plans predate the draft Local Community Plans and 

their respective strategic aims.  

3.5 Derry & Strabane District Council PEACE IV Programme  

Derry & Strabane District Council Peace IV Partnership Board has been offered £6.1 million 

worth of funding under the European Union’s PEACE IV Programme. The Council’s Peace IV 

Programme will be delivered through a ‘PEACE Action Plan’ focused on three key areas (i) 

Children and Young People (ii) Shared Spaces and Services and (iii) Building Positive 

Relations. It is anticipated that the PEACE IV Programme will run from June 2017 to December 

2020.  
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3.5.1 Shared Spaces and Services Initiative- Castlederg  

Of particular note within the PEACE IV Programme (as per the existing PEACE Action Plan) is 

the ‘Shared Spaces and Services’ initiative which prioritises a ‘Shared Space in Castlederg.’ 

This initiative will physically and socially connect the sports facilities in the ownership of 

St.Eugene’s GAC and Dergview FC, in order to create a shared space where the potential for 

encounters of people from diverse traditions is increased and opportunities are created for the 

exchange and learning in order to break down barriers. It is anticipated that the following actions 

will take place: 

Phase 1 (2017-2018) 

• Development of Audience Development Masterplan 

• Masterplan document 

• Land Identification, negotiation and agreement 

• Capital Works  

Phase 2 (2018-2020) 

• Implementation of Audience Development Plan and Animation of the shared space.  

3.5.2 Building Positive Relations Initiative- One Community   

‘Building Positive Relations,’ the third PEACE theme includes provision for a good relations 

officer working across the 8 DEAs.  In order to meet the legislative needs of the community 

planning process, the Community Services Section of DSCDC would employ a Good Relations 

Officer with the remit of mainstreaming Good Relations across the 8 District Electoral Area 

Local Action Plans. This officer will work with the Community Development Officers in each of 

the DEAs in order to mainstream good relations within each of the Community Plans. It is 

anticipated the following actions will take place: 

Phase 1 2017-2018  

• Recruit 1 Good Relations Community Planning Officer.  

• Establish a steering group with one ‘Good Relations’ champion (or chair) per 8 DEA 

Local Area Plans plus relevant DCSD staff. 

• 1 x initial GR/Equality focused facilitated workshop/dialogue x 8 local DEA plans.   

• Development of Action Plan to mainstream Good Relations in each of 8 plans in 

agreement with the partnership tackling contentious issues and building united 

communities.  

• Delivery of actions/programmes.  

Phase 2 2018-2020  

• Review of phase 1 Action Plan and development of phase 2 Action Plan to further 

challenge and build capacity for tackling harder GR issues.  

• Exit strategy to ensure legacy of enhanced capacity and awareness is maintained. 

Additionally consultations with the D&SDC Peace IV team informed the project team that the 

Council are in the process of re-bidding for approximately £600,000 in respect of additional 
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initiatives that did not form part of the £6.2 million funding award. These relate to good relations 

support/ development of shared spaces in the rural area focussed on (i) Castlederg and the 

surrounding settlements/ villages of Clady, Killen, Killeter, Aghyaren (ii) Strabane and 

surrounding settlements/ villages of Ballymagorry, Artigarvan, Sion Mills and Donemana and 

(iii) Newtownstewart and surrounding settlements/ villages of Ardstraw, Victoria Bridge, 

Plumbridge and Douglas Bridge. The Peace IV team will not know if the additional funding 

application will be successful until July 2017.  

 

3.5 Implications of Strategic Context of Village Renewal Scoping Study  

Table 3.7 outlines the implications of the strategic context, as outlined in section 4.0 of this 

report:  

Table 3.7- Strategic Context Implication for Village Renewal Scoping Study  

Strategic 
Context 

Implications for Village Renewal Scoping Study 

Derry & 
Strabane 
Interim Rural 
Development 
Strategy 
(IRDS) 

• The clustering of villages and hamlets should be considered by DEA.  

• There is a need to be strategic in the delivery of village plans with input 
from the statutory sector to drive forward an integrated approach to village 
renewal.  

• The programme should allow for the development of VPs for those areas 
that do not have one- need for fast track approach for villages that have 
no village plan. 

• There is a need for village implementation teams and support from 
Council.  

• There are 49 no. settlements considered as part of the Scoping Study 
including the LAG Board recommendations of Drumahoe and Nixons 
Corner & Coshquinn.  

• Village Renewal should support the development of up to 15 no. 
integrated village plans or the update of existing plans or cluster plans. 

• Village Renewal should support the implementation of up to 4 large scale 
capital projects across a number of key strategic villages.  

• Village Renewal should support the implementation of up to 8 small 
capital projects in up to 8 no. villages.  

• The beneficiaries of the Village Renewal Scheme will be Derry City & 
Strabane DC and community groups. Council must work in partnership 
with the local community to deliver the Village Plans. The Council will be 
the grant recipient for the capital projects.  

DC&SDC 
Local 
Development 
Plan 

The relevant Local Development Plans in the Scoping Study Area are the (i) 
Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 and the (ii) Derry Area Plan 2011. The new 
Local Development Plan for the DC&SDC is currently at an early stage and the 
Preferred Options Paper is not due to be published until Summer 2017. 
Consequently the Scoping Study has regard to the settlement hierarchy as 
contained within the (i) Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 and the (ii) Derry Area 
Plan 2011. 

DC&SDC 
Community 
Plan 

The draft main Council Community Plan will not be published until September 
2017. Consultations with the Community Plan team informed the Scoping 
Study of the key tenants of document (‘pillars’ and key ‘outcomes’). The 
Scoping Study will have regard to the key outcomes of the Community Plan.  
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DC&SDC 
Local 
Community 
Plan 

Draft Local Community Plans were prepared in respect of 8 of the DEAs in the 
Council area. The Scoping Study settlements (49 no.) are contained within 7 
of the respective DEAs in particular the rural DEAs namely (i) Derg DEA (ii) 
Sperrin DEA and (iii) Faughan DEA. The potential clustering of settlements/ 
villages for village plan purposes should have regard to the DEA structures.  
The draft LCPs and associated actions were reviewed, however we note that 
there are likely amendments to the LCPs due to be published in September 
2017. The Scoping Study should have regard to the key actions and associated 
projects recorded by the LCPs as evidence of community aspirations in the 
respective settlement/ village areas.  
 
Notwithstanding these likely amendments the Draft LCPs provide insight into 
key rural issues in the Scoping Study area. The structures developed by the 
Council LCPs (LCP Partnerships) have the potential to be key stakeholders in 
the RDP in the Council area in particular where the Council and community 
groups must work in partnership to roll out Village Plans.  

Existing 
Village Plans 
(VPs) 

There are 13 no. villages within the Scoping Study area that have existing 
Village Plans, while there are 36 no. settlement/ villages that do not have a VP, 
which represents a significant area that is not covered by existing village plans.  
The projects identified by the existing Village Plans should be reviewed.  
 
In respect of VPs the ILRDS states that the programme should facilitate plans 
for those areas that do not have a VP. In addition it states that settlements/ 
villages that have a VP should not be held back because other settlements/ 
villages are not at the same level of developments.  
 
The existing VPs predate the draft Local Community Plans and do not address 
the LCPs strategic aims and respective themes.  

Derry & 
Strabane 
Peace IV  

The Scoping Study should have regard to the Peace IV Action Plan’ that 
focused on three key areas (i) Children and Young People (ii) Shared Spaces 
and Services and (iii) Building Positive Relations. Of particular note for the 
Scoping Study is the ‘Shared Spaces and Services Initiative- Castlederg’, 
Building Positive Relations Initiative- One Community and the re-bidding 
process that is being undertaken by the Peace IV team. 
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4.0 Consultation & Engagement  

4.1 Introduction  

The project team undertook a number of consultations through a variety of methods with a 

number of different stakeholder audience groups. As required by the terms of reference the 

project team undertook consultations with ‘Basic Services Scoping Study’ team as and when 

the opportunities were available.  

4.2.1 Community Consultation- Basic Services Scoping Study & Animation and Village 

Renewal Scoping Study Animation Seminar October 2016 

The project team in consultation the Basic Services Scoping Study held an animation seminar 

to provide an overview of the two RDP-Scoping Studies. The purpose of the event was to 

introduce the attendees to the process associated with the Village Renewal Scoping Study and 

provide an overview of the potential for cooperation between existing settlements within the 

DC&SDC LAG area. The seminar also provided examples of potential village renewal projects 

and opportunities within a village context. 

The animation event was attended by over 30 representatives from the rural communities 

including potential funders. Following the presentations there was discussion regarding the 

concept of the clusters of villages/ clusters, cooperation on joint projects and existing 

relationships between settlements. There was consensus among attendees that there was 

value in the clustering approach to village renewal and the attendees gained a better 

understanding of the Village Renewal Programme.  

4.2.2 Community Consultation- Community & Voluntary Groups Survey  

The project team issued a questionnaire/ survey to all known groups in the Derry & Strabane 

LAG area with the assistance of the Council Community Plan team in November 2016 and 

February 2017. (110 Community & Voluntary Groups Faughan DEA/ 115 Community & 

Voluntary Groups Derg DEA/ 105 Community & Voluntary Groups in Sperrin DEA and 

Community & Voluntary Groups in Ballyarnett/ Foyleside/ The Moor and Waterside). The initial 

issue of the questionnaires was followed up by a reminder email, the questionnaire was issued 

on the Council Community Planning bulletin and the Council DEA Local Community Planning 

officers encouraged the provision of feedback on the questionnaire. The purpose of the 

questionnaire was to identify (i) potential community village renewal projects (ii) existing 

relationships between communities in different villages to inform a potential approach to ‘village 

clustering’ and (iii) potential projects for collaboration. There were over 20 no. responses to the 

community consultation questionnaire- refer below for the details of the respondents.  

• Enagh Youth Forum- Strathfoyle 

• Enagh Sustainable Development Forum- Maydown/ Strathfoyle 

• Learmount Community Development Group Ltd- Park 

• Lettershandoney & District Development Group (2 responses)- Lettershandoney  

• Culmore Community Partnership (2 responses)- Culmore 

• Mary Casey (2 responses)- Culmore 

• Sion Mills Building Preservation Trust (SMBPT)- Sion Mills 

• Drumahoe Community Association- Drumahoe 

• Brighter Ballymagorry Community Association- Ballymagorry 

• Churchtown Community Association-  Castlederg  

• Dennett Anglers Association- Donemana & Ballymagorry 

• Eglinton Community Forum- Eglinton 
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• Friends of Jubilee PS Bready- Bready 

• Glenelly Development Trust Ltd- Plumbridge 

• Kieran Devine, Killeter 

• Glenelly/ The Plum Club- Plumbridge 

• Mills Community Forum- Sion Mills 

• Claudy Rural Development- Claudy 

• Outer West Neighbourhood Renewal Partnership- Coshquinn 

• Douglas Bridge Cross Community Association  

The detail of the questionnaire responses is included in Appendix 4.1 of this document 

(including respondent and details of the response). Potential village renewal projects identified 

by the returned questionnaires are recorded in the village summaries, contained in Appendix 

5.1 of this document.  

4.2.3 Community Consultation- Public Meetings in the Rural DEAs  

Three public meetings were held on 13th February in each of the rural DEAs (Sperrin, Faughan 

and Derg) in order to provide an overview of the ongoing Village Renewal Scoping Study 

process and to ascertain further feedback on potential (i) community village renewal projects 

(ii) existing relationships between communities in different villages to inform a potential 

approach to ‘village clustering’ and (iii) potential projects for collaboration between villages. In 

total 45 no. people were in attendance. The public meetings also addressed the ‘Basic Services 

Scoping Study.’ Potential village renewal projects identified at the public meetings are recorded 

in the village summaries, contained in Appendix 5.1 of this report.  

4.2.4 Community Consultations with ‘The Local DEA Community Planning Partnerships’ 

 Consultation was also undertaken with the Chairs of the local DEA Community planning 

partnerships in conjunction with the Basic Services Scoping Study. Feedback was provided by 

the respective rural DEA Chairs on the potential approach to Village Cluster Plans regarding 

the existing relationships between villages within the local Community Planning Partnerships 

and potential future cooperation between villages within the LAG area. 

4.3 Consultation with the LAG Board 

The project team undertook consultations with the LAG Board regarding the role and function 

of the villages and the potential for village cluster plans. The project team also agreed the 

selection criteria and associated weighting of the criteria with the LAG Board and potential 

phasing of village plans and capital developments.  

4.4  Consultation with Derry City & Strabane District Council- Key Officials  

The project team undertook consultations with Derry City & Strabane District Council key 

departmental officials regarding Council projects and investments in the respective village 

settlements. Details of Council projects in the respective villages are provided in the Village 

Summary in Appendix 5.1 of this document. A record of the consultations undertaken with 

Council is contained within Appendix 4.1 of this document. The project team also undertook 

consultations with the DC&SDC Community Planning section in respect of the proposed 

strategic approach to the village cluster plans to ensure consistency with the Local Community 

Plans. 
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4.5 Consultation with Potential Funders  

As noted previously match funding (25%) is required for the Village Renewal scheme. 

Consultations were undertaken with a range of potential funders and this is detailed in section 

7.0 of this report.   
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5.0 Village/ Settlement Review and Role & Function of Village/ Settlements 

5.1 Introduction to Village/ Settlement Review  

As part of the Scoping Study we undertook a strategic review of the 49 no. existing villages/ 

settlements as identified by the ‘Terms of Reference and the ILRDS. The review was 

undertaken in the context of the of the Draft Local Community Plan DEA structures in order to 

ensure consistency with the Council Community Plan and to benefit from the established 

community structures in the Draft LCP DEAs.  

5.2 Village/ Settlement Review  

The first stage of the scoping study involved a review of information sources available in the 

rural Village Renewal Scoping Study across the 49 no. settlements. Table 6.1 details the 

settlements/ villages within their respective DEAs.  Figure 5.1 in Appendix 5.1 maps the location 

of the villages.  

Table 1.1: Village Settlements & Respective DEAs  

District Electoral 

Area 
Settlements  

Derg DEA 

Killeter, Killen, Garvetagh, Spamount, Aghayaran, Castlederg, 

Erganagh, Clady, Sion Mills, Ardstraw, Victoria Bridge, Glebe, 

Newtownstewart, Drumlegagh  

Sperrin DEA 

Plumbridge, Douglas Bridge, Cranagh, Cloghcor, Ballymagorry, 

Artigarvan, Glenmornan, Donemana, Aghabrack, Altishane, 

Donagheady, Carnanreagh, Craigbane, Park, Ballyrory, 

Straidarran, Tullintrain.  

Faughan DEA 

Magheramason, Bready, Ardmore, Newbuildings, Strathfoyle, 

Campsey, Maydown, Eglinton, Claudy, Lettershandoney, Kilaloo, 

Goshaden, Tamnaherin 

Ballyarnett DEA Culmore 

The Moor DEA Killea, Nixons Corner  

Waterside DEA Drumahoe 

Foyleside DEA Coshquin  

 

The aim of this initial stage of the process was to gain an informed knowledge base to enable 
the development of the role and function of the villages/ settlements within the context of the 
RDP in the DC&SDC area. Include the reference to the Audits and Table 5.2 entitled ‘Village 
Review’ outlines the review undertaken in the respective villages for the purposes of scoping 
study. Appendix 5.1 of this document provides a summary on the information reviewed in 
respect of each of the settlements.  
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Table 5.2: Village Review  

Topic Assessment Undertaken  

Population Statistics 
& Deprivation 
Statistics  

Populations for each settlement were derived from the Northern Ireland 
Statistics Agency (NISRA) 2011 Census results. NISRA does not make 
statistics for settlements below population of 500 available. However 
DS&SDC assisted with the provision of estimates for smaller settlements. 
Deprivation statistics (Multiple Deprivation Measure and Proximity to 
Services measure were also reviewed for each of the settlements derived 
from their respective super output areas (SOAs),   
  

Village Plans Review  

Village Plans were prepared in respect of 13 no. settlements. The 
respective plans were reviewed and the proposed actions/ projects which 
could be considered eligible for the village renewal scheme were 
recorded.   
 

Area Plan Review 

In the absence of a new Local Development Plan for the Derry & 
Strabane District Council area the existing (i) Derry Area Plan 2011 and 
the (ii) Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 were reviewed in respect of 
existing designated role of each of the villages in the Council area.   
 

Community 
Consultation 
Feedback 

Consultation was undertaken with the community in respect of (i) existing 
community relationships across settlements/ villages and (ii) 
identification of community projects with potential fit for the village 
renewal measure. The projects identified by the community are 
summarised in the Village summaries.  
 

Consultation with 
Derry City & 
Strabane DC  
(D&SDC) Feedback 

Consultation was undertaken with D&SDC in respect of key Council 
projects across the respective settlements/ villages and the proposed 
partnership structures within the Council Draft Local Community Plan. 
Council projects, where identified in Villages, are summarised in the 
Village summaries. 
 

DC&SDC Physical 
Condition Audit  

DC&SDC provided a basic physical condition audit for the villages which 
comprised an audit against the 5 eligible activities of the Village Renewal 
scheme. The village summaries reference the key information provided 
by the basic physical condition audit.   

 

The completion of the village/ audit process informed the identification of the role and function 

of villages within the Scoping Study area as summarised below: 

• Within the DC&SDC area there a number of villages acting as primary centres (spatial 

hubs) for the wider rural community providing access to key public services, social and 

employment opportunities.  

• The size of the primary centres (spatial hubs) varies throughout the Scoping Study 

area, with the more rural primary centres having a smaller population profile (Park in 

the Sperrins versus Castlederg in Derg). 

• There is also a significant rural settlement pattern based upon an established network 

of smaller villages, hamlets and dispersed rural communities, in particular in the Sperrin 

DEA.  

• The settlement hierarchy designations identified in this study correspond with those in 

the respective Local Development Plans.  

• The DEA Local Community Planning structures are facilitating inter-village 

collaboration and animation of the local communities in the DC&SDC area. 

• There are key shared assets (environmental and heritage) in the Scoping Study area 

that are shared by existing clusters of villages. .  
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5.3 Key Issues & Findings- Village Review   

Following the completion of the Village Review Summaries the project team reviewed the key 

issues arising from the review to inform the identification of potential approach to the future 

identification role and function of the villages within the context of the RDP and the potential for 

future clustering of villages for village plan purposes. The key issues included: 

Village Plan Coverage 

There are 13 no. villages with village plans that facilitate village renewal in these respective 

settlements. The remaining 36 no. settlements are at a disadvantage in potential village renewal 

terms as the absence of a Village Plan undermines the potential of the settlements to address 

village renewal within their respective areas. A key objective of the Village Renewal Measure 

is to develop the overarching fabric of a village and integrate with funding from other 

government departments and agencies- in the absence of a village plan, settlements will not 

have the capacity to meet this objective. Given the absence of more extensive village plan 

coverage there is a limited evidence base available across the scoping study area to address 

village renewal in a strategic manner. Whilst a number of settlements have identified potential 

projects for village renewal, there is no village plan for the settlement to provide the strategic 

context and guiding mechanism to bring projects forward.     

The ILRDS needs analysis noted that villages that don’t have a village plan need support in 

preparing a plan in recognition that all villages have a role to play in the renewal of rural areas. 

This could be addressed through a strategic approach to village plan preparation providing 

village plans to all villages through village cluster plan provision. This will ensure that all villages 

have the potential to benefit through the RDP village renewal measure and ensure village 

renewal is addressed in a more strategic manner throughout the DC&SDC area.  

Deprivation in the Scoping Study Settlements  

In terms of deprivation measures, there are significant levels of deprivation experienced in the 

rural area of Derry City & Strabane District Council. 21 of the villages are within the top 10% 

most deprived in terms of access to services in Northern Ireland (which serves as proxy for 

rural isolation and accessibility) while a further 9 are in the top 20%. 12 of the villages are within 

the top 20% most deprived in Northern Ireland (Multiple Deprivation Measure). This highlights 

the level of need within the scoping study area that could potentially be partially addressed 

through village renewal.   

Council Local Community Plan DEA Partnership Structures  

Council Local Community Plans are being prepared in respect of each of the Council DEAs, 

most notably in the rural DEA’s of Sperrin, Faughan and Derg and also the urban DEAs of 

Ballyarnett, The Moor, Waterside and Foyleside. DC&SDC are committed to establishing local 

community planning partnerships in each of the respective DEAs to enable people to become 

actively involved in the planning and delivery of community services and facilities. Council are 

creating structures at a rural level to enable local communities. These structures could be 

utilised to facilitate strategic village renewal across the scoping study area.   

The local community planning DEA structures provide an existing strategic context to support 

rural village renewal. The preparation of Village Cluster Plans having regard to the Local 

Community Plans DEA structures could strategically align with the objectives LCPs at local 

village plan level and utilise the LCP structures to add delivery of the village plans and to 

promote community engagement at a local level. It is recognised that not all villages will benefit 

from capital funding from the RDP village renewal measure however with the provision of village 
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plans settlements will have an increased capacity to avail of potential different funding sources 

from other government departments and agencies.  

The scoping study area has a range of environmental and heritage assets that are common 

across a number of villages for example, the Sperrin’s Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(settlements within the Sperrins DEA), the Derg River Valley (settlements within the Derg DEA), 

the River Mourne (settlements within Derg and Sperrin), the Glenelly River, the River Foyle, the 

Faughan River & Valley (settlements within Faughan DEA). Refer to Appendix 5.1 for details of 

the identified shared environmental assets.  There is potential for the existing villages to 

cooperate at a strategic level to benefit from the common environmental and heritage assets 

and to leverage their shared, recognised assets through cooperation at inter-village level.  

5.4 Strategic Approach to Village Renewal  

It is recommended that Cluster Village Plans are prepared for all settlements within the scoping 
study area to ensure that there is a comprehensive baseline for village renewal with the Council 
area. The Village Clusters align where with the existing Council LCP structures (focused on 
Council DEAs) as this aligns with (i) geographic proximity of settlements and proximity to shared 
environmental assets and with (ii) Council Local Community Plan objectives. As noted earlier it 
is recognised that not all villages with a village plan will benefit from capital funding as part of 
the Village Renewal measure however the development of the Village Cluster Plans should 
increase the capacity of villages to avail of village renewal support. The Village Cluster Plans 
will aid in the cooperation and animation of the local community partnerships that is being 
developed as part of the Local Community Planning process.  
 
The project team undertook consultations with the Derry & Strabane Community Planning, LAG 
Board and local community planning DEA chairs to develop the strategic approach to the 
‘Village Cluster Plans.’ This was an iterative process with the LAG Board. Table 5.3 below 
outlines the ‘Proposed Village Cluster Plans’ which form the basis of the recommended 
strategic approach to village renewal within the scoping study area. Figure 5.6 in Appendix 5.1 
outlines the location of the proposed Village Cluster Plans and Appendix 5.2- DEA Village 
Function Review RDP Village Renewal Scheme provides an overview of the strategic approach.  

 
Table 5.3: Proposed Village Cluster Plans  

Proposed Village/ Settlement 
Cluster 

Proposed Village/ Settlement Cluster 

Sperrin DEA Faughan DEA 

1. 

a. Ballyrory 
b. Craigbane 
c. Carnanreagh 
d. Park  
d. Tullintrain  
e. Straidarran 

8. 

a. Newbuildings  
b. Bready 
c. Magheramason,  
d. Donagheady (Sperrin DEA) 
 

2. 

 
a. Artigarvan 
b. Ballymagorry  
c. Cloghcor 
 

9. 
a. Strathfoyle 
b. Maydown 
 

3. 

a. Glenmornan 
b. Aghabrack 
c. Altishane 
d. Donemana 

10. 
a. Claudy 
b. Killaloo 
 

4. 
a. Plumbridge 
b. Cranagh 
 

11. 

a. Lettershandoney  
b. Ardmore 
c. Tamnaherin 
d. Goshaden 
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12. 
a. Eglinton  
b. Campsey 

Derg DEA  
Ballyarnett, The Moor, Waterside and 
Foyleside DEAs  

5. 

a. Castlederg  
b. Killeter 
c. Killen 
d. Aghyaran 
e. Garvetagh 
f. Spamount 
g. Erganagh 

13. 
a. Culmore (Ballyarnett DEA) 
b. Coshquinn (Foyleside DEA) 

 
6. 

 
a. Sion Mills 
b. Glebe 
c. Clady  

 
14. 

 
a. Drumahoe (Waterside DEA) 

7. 

a. Newtownstewart 
b. Ardstraw 
c. Douglas Bridge (Sperrin 
DEA) 
d. Drumlegagh 
e. Victoria Bridge 

15. 
a. Killea (The Moor DEA) 
b. Nixon’s Corner (The Moor 
DEA) 
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6.0 Options/ Scoping of Process/ Format and Approach for Updated or New 

Village Plans  

6.1 Overview  

Following the initial audit of the existing villages in the Scoping Study area, consultations with 

community, Derry & Strabane District Council and the LAG Board, it is recommended that 

Village Plans be prepared for the 49 no. settlements in 15 no. distinct Village Cluster Plan areas 

in line with the existing Local Community Plan DEA structures. It is the responsibility of Council 

to work in partnership with the rural communities to prepare the Village Cluster Plans. The 

alignment of the Village Cluster Plans with the Local Community Plan DEA structure affords the 

opportunity to build upon the collaborative approach being developed by D&SDC in the rural 

area through the Local Community Plan process. DC&SDC are committed to establishing local 

community planning partnerships in each of the respective DEAs to enable local people become 

actively involved in the planning and delivery of community services and facilities.  

At the time of writing this Scoping Study Report the final make-up of the partnerships is being 

consulted upon and agreed by DC&SDC. Additionally DC&SDC has two local Community Plan 

Officers in each of the DEA areas who are responsible for the delivery of community planning 

and associated assistance to the rural community in the Council area. It is anticipated that the 

final Local Community Plans will be published in September 2017. The Village Cluster Plans 

represent a potential opportunity to become the spatial articulation of the key priorities emerging 

at Local Community Plan level. The Village Clusters and their respective Local Community Plan 

DEAs are outlined below:    
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Table 6.1: 4 no. Village Cluster Plan in the Sperrin DEA 

Sperrin 
DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ Settlement 
Plan Provision  

No.1 Ballyrory, Craigbane, Caranreagh, Park, 
Tullintrain, Straidarran  

Park  

No.2 Artigarvan, Ballymagorry, Cloghcor  N/A 
No.3 Glenmornan, Aghabrack, Altishane, Donemana   Glenmornan, Donemana  
No.4  Plumbridge, Cranagh  Plumbridge, Cranagh  

 

Table 6.2: 5 no. Village Cluster Plans in the Faughan DEA  

Faughan 
DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ Settlement 
Plan Provision  

No.1 Newbuildings, Bready, Magheramason, 
Donagheady (Sperrin) 

Newbuildings  

No.2 Strathfoyle, Maydown  N/A 
No.3 Claudy, Kilaloo N/A 
No.4 Lettershandoney, Ardmore, Tamnaherin, 

Goshaden 
Lettershandoney  

No.5  Eglinton, Campsey  N/A 

 

 

Table 6.3: 3 no. Village Cluster Plans in the Derg DEA  

Derg 
DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ Settlement 
Plan Provision  

No.1 Castlederg, Killeter, Killen, Aghyaran, 
Garvetagh Spamount, Erganagh  

Killeter 

No.2 Sion Mills, Glebe, Clady  Glebe, Clady  
No.3 Newtownstewart, Ardstraw, Douglasbridge 

(Sperrin DEA) Drumlegagh, Victoria Bridge  
Newtownstewart, Victoria 
Bridge, Douglas Bridge   

 

Table 6.4: Village Cluster Plan in the Ballyarnett/ Foyle DEA 

Ballyarnett/ 
Foyle DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ 
Settlement Plan Provision  

No.1 Culmore, Coshquinn  N/A 

 

Table 6.5: Village Plan in the Waterside DEA 

Waterside 
DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ Settlement 
Plan Provision  

No.1 Drumahoe  N/A 
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Table 6.6: Village Cluster Plan in ‘The Moor DEA’ 

The Moor 
DEA 

Village Cluster Plans   Existing Village/ Settlement 
Plan Provision  

No.1 Killea, Nixons Corner  N/A 

 

6.2 Village Plan Process  

The Village Cluster Plans should: 

• Animate linkages/ connections between the existing villages/ settlements which are 

currently being established through the Local Community Plan processes: 

• Identify the prioritisation of potential cluster projects between the Village Cluster Plan 

areas: 

• Animate the local community within respective local villages and identify priority 

projects particular to each of the respective settlements:  

• Identify projects that have a strategic fit with Village Renewal (i) Derelict & Vacant Site 

Enhancement (ii) Environmental Improvements (iii) Shop-front Enhancements (iv) 

Conservation & Upgrade of Rural Culture and Heritage (Natural and Built) and (v) 

Gateway Projects.  

• Have specific regard to the Local DEA Community Plans and should strategically align 

with the key Community Plan themes which are being developed at Council level and 

in particular at a Local Community Plan level.  

• Have regard to other Council Local Development Plan process which is ongoing and 

also regard to Council and other Statutory Agencies’ masterplan documents/ PEACE 

IV masterplan documents that are being prepared in relevant settlements- refer to 

section 1.6 below.  

 

6.2.1 Existing Village Plan Update  

There are a number of existing Village Plans that should be updated in the context of Village 

Cluster Plans- refer below.   

• Douglas Bridge 

• Lettershandoney  

• Newtownstewart  

• Plumbridge 

• Glebe 

• Glenmornan 

• Killeter 

• Claudy 

• Victoria Bridge 

• Cranagh 

• Donemana 

• Newbuildings 

• Park  
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6.3 Village Cluster Plan Preparation Format/ Structure  

New Village Cluster Plans should have consistent content/ format across the Council area- refer 

to Table 1.7 below for a potential approach to the Village Cluster Plan format.  

Table 6.7:  Proposed Format of Village Cluster Plans  

Village Cluster 
Plan Format   

Content  

Introduction  Outline the purpose of the Cluster Village Plan and general plan content 
and structure.  This section should reference the RDP Leader approach 
and the Village Renewal measure which provides support for the 
renewal of rural villages through Village Plans.  

Context Outline the strategic context of the Village Cluster Plan having regard 
to: 
(i) Council Community Plan 
(ii) Council Local Community Plan (the eight key themes outlined by the 
LCPs- in particular ‘Physical & Environmental Regeneration).  
(iii) Local Development Plan- having regard to the existing Local 
Development Plans (Derry Area Plan 2011 and the Strabane Area Plan) 
and the ongoing Derry & Strabane District Council Local Development 
Plan preparation.   
(iv) Existing Heritage or Landscape Masterplans that have been 
prepared for the village/ or that are in the process of being prepared.  

Methodology  The methodology for the Cluster Village Plan preparation should be 
provided.  

Baseline Audit 
of Villages 
(Existing 
Settlements 
Review)  

The Village Plan should include an existing baseline audit within each of 
the villages contained within the Village Cluster Plan to include:  
 
(i) Site Assessment of each Village 
(ii) Strengths & Weaknesses of each Village   
(iii) Common Assets (Landscape/ Heritage/ Tourism/ Economic) shared 
by the Village Cluster   
 

Consultation & 
Animation  

(i) There should be at least one village consultation open to all residents 
of the village to determine local views on the village and opportunities 
for future development within the village. 
 
(ii) There should also be at least one shared village cluster consultation 
event for all residents/ community groups in the village cluster to identify 
potential common areas for cooperation between villages and shared 
future projects.  
 
(iii) Consultation should be undertaken various sections of Derry & 
Strabane DC regarding Council priorities in each of the villages (for 
example, Regeneration, Tourism, Planning, Parks, Community Plan, 
Development) and other relevant statutory agencies.   
 
 (iv) The Village Cluster Plan should incorporate a public consultation 
report detailing the key findings from the consultation exercises and 
outlining how the Village Plan intends to address the issues raised.   

Opportunities  The Village Cluster Plan should identify a range of innovative ideas/ 
initiatives and projects to address the issues raised in the Village Cluster 
Plan Audit and public consultation exercises in each of the individual 
villages in the cluster.   
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Opportunities for inter-village co-operation should also be reviewed and 
provision for inter-village projects/ initiatives within the Village Cluster 
Plans should be identified.   
The opportunities identified should have a particular focus on potential 
village renewal measures (as outlined by the Village Renewal Scheme) 
to include: 
(i) Derelict & Vacant Site Enhancements within Villages 
(ii) Environmental Improvements within Villages 
(iii) Shop Front Enhancements 
(iv) Conservation and Upgrade of Rural Culture and Heritage 
(v) Gateway projects  
 

Implementation  The Village Cluster Plan should include an agreed Community action 
plan to reflect the consultations undertaken throughout the Village Plan 
process including projects and initiatives to include (i) timescales, (ii) 
costings & identification of partners, (iii) key stakeholders and potential 
(iv) sources of funds.  The Village Cluster Plan should prioritise projects 
identified within villages.  
 
The Village Cluster Plans should also prepare an action plan to detail 
potential inter-village cooperation on initiatives and projects to include 
(i) timescales, (ii) costings & identification of partners, (iii) key 
stakeholders and (iv) potential sources of funds. Potential cooperation 
projects/ initiatives should be prioritised by the community and Village 
Cluster Plans.  

Implementation 
Review 
Strategy  

The Village Cluster Plans should propose a mechanism whereby the 
Cluster Village Plans can be reviewed by the local communities for 
progress across the identified priority actions at a local level and also at 
an inter-village level. This review process/strategy should prioritise the 
creation of a ‘Village Renewal Steering Group.’ This may consist of an 
existing group in the village or may take the form of a new committee 
which includes representatives from a range of groups who have the 
shared objective of enhancing the village for the community. The 
‘Renewal Steering Group’ for each respective village should also be 
responsible for the delivery of shared cluster projects.     

 

6.4 Process for Update of Existing Village Plans  

The 13 no. existing Village Plans should be updated to align with the content and format of the 

Village Clusters Plan and to ensure consistency with the Council Community Plan and Local 

Community Plans.  The review of the existing village plans can take place through Village 

Clusters Plan preparation using the following methodology 

• Review the existing Village Plan and ensure alignment with the strategic context (as 

outlined in Table 6.7- Context) above.   

 

• Review the actions/ initiatives in the existing Village Plans in consultation with the local 

community (as outlined in Table 6.7- Consultation & Animation above) to determine actions 

completed to date and identify additional actions/ initiatives within the respective Village 

and potential cooperation with adjoining Villages in the Village Clusters Plan.   

 

• Update the Village Plan within the context of the Village Cluster Plans, to include a revised 

action plan, based upon review of the existing Village Plan and consultation results (as 

outlined in Table 6.7- Implementation). This should also include the identification of cluster 

projects/ initiative across the Village clusters.   
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6.5 Timeframe for the Preparation of Village Cluster Plans  

It is anticipated that each of the Village Cluster Plans could be prepared within a 8-12 week 

period subject to agreement of the scope of works. A number of the Village Cluster Plan areas 

have existing Village Plans which should aid in the plan preparation process.  

6.6 Additional Recommendations  

6.6.1 Alignment with the ‘Sion Mills Heritage-Led Regeneration Masterplan’ 

The proposed Village Cluster Plan which includes the Sion Mills settlement should have specific 

regard to the ‘Sion Mills Heritage-Led Regeneration Masterplan.’ At the time of writing this 

Scoping Study report D&SDC have yet to appoint consultants to undertake the Regeneration 

Masterplan that will identify the key priorities and actions in supporting the sustainable 

development of Sion Mills. Consultations with the D&SDC Regeneration section informed the 

project team that the provisional timeframe for the completion of the Masterplan is September- 

November 2017.  

6.6.2 Alignment with Castlederg PEACE IV- St.Eugene’s GAC and Dergview FC 

The PEACE IV Programme under their theme ‘Shared Spaces & Services’ will be creating a 

‘shared space’ in Castlederg. The Initiative aims to physically and socially connect the sports 

facilities in the ownership of St.Eugene’s GAC and Dergview FC. It is anticipated that a 

‘masterplan’ of the proposal will be developed by Council in 2017-2018. The proposed Village 

Cluster Plan which includes Castlederg should have specific regard to this masterplan proposal. 

6.6.3 Derry & Strabane District Council Steering Group  

 It is recommended that a steering group from the respective different departments of DC&SDC 

(including the Community Plan team, Regeneration, Tourism, Planning, Parks, etc) to review 

the projects, actions and initiatives being proposed by the Village Cluster Plans and to 

coordinate alignment with Council priorities. It is proposed that the PEACE IV Good Relations 

officer (when recruited) should form part of the steering group.  

6.6.4 Alignment with the Derry & Strabane Local Development Plan Process  

The preparation of the Village Cluster Plans should have cognisance of the ongoing preparation 

of the Derry & Strabane Local Development Plan by the Council Local Development Plan team 

and should consult with the LDP team throughout the process.  

6.6.5 Public Realm Improvement Schemes- Village Cluster Plans 

It is recommended that public realm improvements are included in the village cluster plans to 

allow for option of potential DfC match funding from the Department for Communities Public 

Realm Programme.     
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7.0 Match Funding Review  

7.1 Introduction  

Match funding is a requirement of the Village Renewal scheme. Applicants (the Council) must 

contribute at least 5% own cash to the eligible project costs as part of 25% match funding 

requirement. DC&SDC have committed to provide the 5% funding for all Village Renewal 

projects. A parallel process for the approval of match funding alongside projects approved by 

the Derry & Strabane Rural Partnership Board, for both technical assistance (feasibility studies) 

and capital projects, rather than requiring applicants to apply through a separate process was 

agreed by DC&SDC (December 2016).  

 
7.2 Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) 

Heritage Lottery Fund is a potential match funder however the recommendation from HLF is to 

engage and consult with it as early as possible regarding potential to ascertain whether 

proposal are eligible for fund or not. In theory, National Lottery funding should be able to match 

with RDP funding but this has proved problematic in the past.  There are issues relating to State 

Aid and these issues need to be addressed on a project by project basis.   HLF is a heritage 

project funder so it is likely HLF would be interested in the Village Renewal elements if the 

renewal is focused on the restoration and reuse of heritage buildings, features, spaces etc.  

HLF has a range of grant programmes that could be suitable to cover most options. The three 

main programmes are 

 

• Townscape Heritage Programme:  The Townscape Heritage Programme helps 

communities regenerate deprived towns and cities across the UK by improving their built 

historic environment. Grants range from £100,000 to £2million.   Townscape Heritage 

schemes help to reverse the decline of historic townscapes. Local, regional and national 

organisations work together to repair buildings in conservation areas and bring them back 

to life.  Schemes don't just help to create attractive, vibrant places that people want to live, 

work, visit and invest in. They also inspire communities to find out more about their 

townscape heritage, and give local people the chance to learn new skills.  There is potential 

for a link with townscape heritage projects in Newtownstewart and Sion Mills associated 

with their respective conservation areas.  It should be noted that Eglinton and Culmore also 

have identified ‘Areas of Townscape Character’ identified by the Derry Area Plan 2011.  

 

• Heritage Enterprise - £100,000 to £5million:   Historic buildings can attract thriving 

businesses and boost economic growth. And yet many lie vacant and derelict because of 

the high costs involved in rescuing them.  Heritage Enterprise can help communities repair 

derelict historic places, giving them productive new uses. By funding the repair costs and 

making these buildings commercially viable, we hope to breathe new life into vacant sites. 

Not-for-profit organisations work with private partners to generate economic growth, and 

create jobs and opportunities in those places that need it the most. The cost of repairing a 

neglected historic building is often so high that restoration simply isn’t commercially viable. 

Heritage Enterprise makes such schemes possible by funding some of the repair costs with 

grants of £100,000 to £5million. 

 

• Sharing Heritage - £3,000 - £10,000: Open rolling programme, 100% funding available for 

projects of about a year in length – makes a difference to people, heritage and communities 

in the UK; have not yet started; and will last for no more than one year. 
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• Our Heritage - £10,000 - £100,000: Open rolling programme, 100% funding available - An 

Our Heritage grant can help groups protect and share the heritage they care about. The 

project could focus on anything from personal memories and cultural traditions to 

archaeological sites, museum collections and rare wildlife. ‘Our Heritage’ can accept 

applications from not-for-profit organisations, private owners of heritage and partnerships. 

If individuals or for-profit organisations are involved, the public benefit from the project must 

be greater than any private gain. 

 

• Heritage Grants - £100,000 upwards: Open rolling programme with deadlines 4 times 

per year, 2 round process, 95% funding maximum - The Heritage Grants programme is for 

larger heritage projects of any kind. This could have a potential tie-in with projects arising 

from the village plans associated with heritage (in particular Sion Mills- Conservation Area, 

Newtownstewart- Conservation Area, Eglinton- Area of Townscape Character and 

Culmore- Area of Townscape Character).  

 

All of HLF grant programmes expect projects to achieve key outcomes for one or all of (i) key 

outcomes for heritage (ii) key outcomes for people and (iii) key outcomes for communities. HLF 

does not have to be the main funder, however, it does like to make sure that it is covering a 

sufficient percentage of the project funding to ensure that its approved purposes (i.e. key 

outcomes  funding aims to make a lasting difference for heritage, people and communities) are 

being met. 

It can look at partnership applications from multiple villages – one constituted village 

organisation would need to take the lead but this could be underpinned by a partnership 

agreement setting out how the partners would work together to deliver the project. The 

application would need to be for a coherent heritage project.  

 

 

7.3  Northern Ireland Housing Executive 

 

7.3.1 NIHE RDP Match Funding Initiative 2017-2020  

 

NIHE (Rural and Regeneration Section) is providing an initiative to support the delivery of the 

RDP Village Renewal and Basic Services measures over the next 3 years.  The aim of this 

initiative is to support the delivery of the RDP Village Renewal and Basic Services measures 

over the next three years and in doing so: 

 

a) Ensure people living in disadvantaged rural neighbourhoods have access to the best 

possible services and opportunities which improve the quality of life and prospects for 

themselves and their families; and 

b) Improve the environment and image of villages making them attractive places to live 

and invest in. 

 

The Housing Executive’s RDP Match-Funding Initiative 2017-2020 will offer a maximum of 15% 

funding (up to £20k) for capital projects where the applicant can demonstrate that: 

a) The project is already under consideration for RDP funding by the LAG following 

attendance at a funding workshop and completion of an expression of interest form; 

b) The local council has already approved their 5% contribution; and  

c) The project is expected to be completed within the current financial year. 
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Match funding applications meeting these criteria will then be scored by an assessment panel, 

chaired by the Assistant Director, Land & Regeneration Services, against set criteria before 

funding is approved. Eligible projects must: 

a) Contribute to the local authority community plan; 

b) Contribute to building sustainable communities (Social, economic and environmental 

improvements); 

c) Benefit local social housing areas; 

d) Meet an identified need in the area; 

e) Not conflict with, duplicate or substitute other public or statutory funding responsibilities; 

and 

f) Not fund salaries and running costs. 

 

Applications for this match funding are now out and close on the 9th June 2017 for the 17/18 

year.  It should be noted that any funding it commits must be spent within the financial year, as 

it cannot accrue into Year to year.   

 

NIHE can only fund activities that are not considered to be a statutory local authority function 

(play parks not necessarily ruled out but need to demonstrate added value etc.).  It suggested 

that village plans could identify if any unused NIHE land is available that could be utilised for 

projects. By way of information on housing need – areas identified include Claudy and Eglinton. 

A latent housing demand exercise was requested for Tamnaherin and showed some demand.  

NIHE also has imminent plans to look at housing need in Erganagh where housing land is 

available. There is also a potential tie in with HLF as another potential match funder as NIHE 

can contribute to the Townscape Heritage Initiative scheme through the NIHE Housing and 

Heritage initiative/empty homes strategy.  This offers a number of options for home owners of 

empty properties which will ensure that it continues to be an asset and does not, in the future, 

become a drain on the home owner’s resources. This can be particularly relevant to dereliction 

in local village plans.  NIHE is interested in achieving a good spread of investment across NI 

moving forward, but to date it has not funded any projects in the Derry and Strabane area.     

 

7.3 Department for Communities 

 

7.3.1 Public Realm Programme  

DfC’s Public Realm Programme which includes improvements such as upgrading pavements, 

lighting and street furniture, was previously restricted to towns and cities with populations over 

5,000.  From January 2017, the scheme was extended to towns and villages with a population 

of more than 1,000.  However, a phased approach is being adopted and the programme will 

begin with settlements of over 2,500 persons. The scale and speed of implementation will be 

dependent on the budget available. The Department will also work closely with local Councils 

and the Department for Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs in the implementation of this 

programme. 

 

At this stage Villages for which this public Real Programme would be relevant include the 

following settlements of between 2,500 to 5,000 people: 

 

• Eglinton -  3,679 

• Culmore - 3,465 

• Castlederg - 2,976 

• Newbuildings - 2,611 

• Strathfoyle - 2,419 
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DAERA advised that a review should be undertaken in respect of the existing village plans in 

this category to ascertain if there are public realm projects included for the potential opportunity 

for funding. Public realm improvements are included in the village cluster plans to allow for 

option of potential DfC match funding from the Department for Communities Public Realm 

Programme.  Newbuildings is the only settlement listed above that has an existing Village Plan 

where potential funds could be leveraged- however, the Village Cluster Plans to be prepared 

should reference public realm/ environmental improvement projects to potentially benefit from 

this funding stream.  

7.3.2 DfC Community Halls  

 

The Department for Communities, made available up to £500,000 capital funding in 2016/2017 

to operate a Pilot Programme for community halls. Many community organisations use 

community halls in urban and rural areas. Examples include church halls, scout halls, orange 

halls and other halls and centres which are used for a multitude of activities. 

 

The Department recognises that many of these premises need support to undertake minor 

works to maintain and/ or enhance their valuable contribution to the local community and wider 

society. 

 

This Ministerial DfC initiative is being delivered by Departmental officials who will oversee the 

award and ensure that the benefits are realised. The maximum grant was £25,000.  This is not 

currently open but may open again.  This programme could address some dereliction issues in 

villages if it was reopened.   

 

7.4 NI Greenways Strategy – Sustrans  

 

There are likely to be resources for cycle networks but not until 2017/18. This is linked to the NI 

wider Strategy, Exercise, Explore, Enjoy – A Strategic Plan for Greenways and the Derry and 

Strabane District Council strategy.  Derry and Strabane received £8,000 from the Department 

for Infrastructure for its North-West Greenway project which has been published.  The 

document provides the basis of a strategic and co-ordinated plan for the development of a 

greenway network across the North West but acknowledges that it will take many years to 

realise the entire vision outlined in the plan.   

 

7.5 Tourism NI  

 

A Stimulation Capital fund for tourism projects is likely to be launched through the new strategy 

in 2017. This fund will focus on sustainability and ensuring that new and existing attractions are 

fit for purpose and are commercially focused with appropriate programming, marketing and 

social media capabilities.  It is a stimulation fund to improve the tourism assets of the area.  This 

has been delayed due to issues with the Executive. 

 

7.6 Arts Council NI  

 

There are a few schemes that could be relevant to village renewal but these are more animation 

programmes.  The advice is to speak to a relevant arts officer in advance of making an 

application. 

It has a small grants programme of up to £10,000 which is a rolling programme.  This is open 

all year around and is a lottery funded programme.   There are no real limitations on this fund.   

 

7.6.1 Arts Council of Northern Ireland - National Lottery Programme.   
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Under this programme, the Council wishes to support programmes which:   

 

• Encourage the involvement of children and young people, older people, or people with 

disabilities with organisations and artists of the very highest professional standards 

across the disciplines 

• Promote innovative, original work by Northern Ireland artists, especially in drama and 

dance, which tours outside the company’s administrative base  

• Advance collaborative audience development projects 

• Promote inter-cultural dialogue   

 

7.6.2 Public Art  

 

 The Arts Council considers public art to be works of art in any media created for and in the 

context of the civic realm, be it the built or natural environment. Essentially, it is site-specific art 

outside the gallery setting. It promotes the inclusion of public art in urban and rural spaces, in 

regeneration projects and new build and refurbishment schemes. It encourages collaboration 

between artists and architects/design professionals, and advocates the development of public 

art strategies. The Arts Council embraces a wide range of media and art forms as public art – 

painting, sculpture, photography, installation, video and emergent media, temporary works, 

crafts and applied arts. 

 

It can advise on all aspects of the commissioning process, from planning the commission, 

developing the brief, selecting artists, and drawing up contracts. When planning a 

commissioned artwork, the commissioning body should contact the Arts Council before any 

work is undertaken if it intends to apply for funding.  

The Arts Council also maintains a small Arts Development Fund. This is not open to application, 

but is used by the Council to fund strategic arts initiatives throughout the year. There are Grants 

of up to £100,000 per annum.  Its Public art programme is not open currently.   

 

7.6.3 Articulate  

It is not a capital programme.  It is not open currently (likely to be early summer) but could cover 

elements of capital like small pieces of equipment etc.  Grants are available to constituted and 

voluntary groups working with young people and currently contracted by the Public Health 

Agency.  Projects must be able to demonstrate fit with the programme targets:  improve the 

emotional physical and social wellbeing of participants; enable participants to express opinions 

or feelings using arts-based methods; realise improvements in wider services for young people 

with mental health issues; empower communities to take a pro-active role in promoting mental 

health and wellbeing; reduce stigma associated with mental health and wellbeing and support 

and promote help-seeking behaviour amongst participants.   

 

The programme is delivered by 

 

• artists and professional arts organisations working in partnership with youth and 

community organisations linked to the PHA across a range of health improvement 

themes 

• Protect Life Implementation Groups within the Public Health Agency which work across 

the five Health and Social Care Trusts in Northern Ireland. 

 

The Young People & Wellbeing Arts Programme aims to improve the health and wellbeing of 

young people at risk across Northern Ireland. The Arts help give young people a voice, to 
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articulate their story and in the process to achieve greater personal wellbeing.  It is a three-year 

programme jointly funded by the Arts Council and the Public Health Agency (PHA), with a total 

programme budget of £600,000.   

 

7.6.4 Arts and Older People’s Programme  

 

Arts and Older People’s Programme is funded by Arts Council National Lottery funding, was 

set up to increase opportunities for older people to engage with the arts.  It achieved this by 

providing funding to arts-based projects that addressed related social issues such as poverty, 

isolation and loneliness, as well as promoting positive mental health.  It is currently open to 15th 

June 2017 for projects up to a year in length and for up to £10,000.  This programme has been 

running for 7 years and is very successful. 

7.7 International Fund for Ireland (IFI) Tentative Rural Halls Programme (Phone interview 

with IFI Staff member)  

 

The IFI is currently considering the establishment of a capital fund for rural halls.  No further 

details are available but it is likely to be a capital fund. This programme could potentially help 

to address dereliction. 

 

7.8 Big Lottery  

 

7.8.1 Big Lottery People and Communities  

  

There are a number of grants available under this initiative.  

 

• Grants are between £30,000 and £500,000 for two to five year projects. 

• Grants awarded will mainly be for revenue with some capital grants available up to 

£100,000, some of which could conceivably be used for projects in villages where there 

is dereliction or where regeneration is required.   

• It can support social enterprises, co-operatives and mutuals, community interest 

companies as well as voluntary and community groups.  

• It will only consider applications from organisations specifically targeting young people 

to the People and Communities programme if they are outside the age range of our 

Empowering Young People programme (8-25). If an applicant already has a project 

funded under EYP then it is unable to accept another proposal from them to this 

programme. 

 

The programme supports projects that clearly meet the following two programme outcomes: 

 

• people make changes that improve their lives and 

• communities build on their strengths and share learning. 

 

Big Lottery is looking for projects that embrace the three key themes of the programme: 

 

• People-led: This means the people you’ll be working with will be meaningfully 

involved in the development, design and delivery of your project. 

• Strengths-based: We’d like to support people and communities to build on the 

knowledge, skills and experience they already have to make the changes they want. 
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• Connected: We want to know that you have a good understanding of other activities 

and services in your community and can show how your project will complement 

these. 

 

7.8.2 Big Lottery Fund – Empowering Young People 

 

Through Empowering Young People the Big Lottery will fund projects that give young people 

in Northern Ireland aged 8-25 the ability to cope with challenges in their lives.  This programme 

is all about putting young people in the lead.  Young people must be involved in the planning 

and delivery of the project.  They must be able to develop the skills to help themselves.  Their 

support networks and communities need to be involved too. 

 

• It will fund projects that meet at least one of the following outcomes 

• More young people are ready for education, work and training 

• Young people have better relationships with their support networks and communities 

• Young people have improved health and well being 

 

There are three focus areas that projects might target: 

 

• Young carers 

• Young people with learning disabilities 

• Young people facing barriers to learning and employment. 

 

Big Lottery will consider projects that support young people outside of these focus areas as 

long as projects can show that their project is wanted and needed. 

 

Eligible Groups 

Voluntary or community sector organisations can apply to Empowering Young People. Big 

Lotter will also accept applications from a partnership of voluntary, statutory or private sector 

organisations as long as the partnership is led by a voluntary sector organisation. The 

Empowering Young People programme can provide funding from £100,000 to £600,000 for 

projects that last between three to five years. A grant can cover 100 per cent of your project 

costs so there is no need for you to find match funding.  There is a pot of £50 million.  It can 

pay for: 

 

• revenue costs - such as salary costs for project workers, rent, electricity, heating, 

volunteer costs, travel costs, a contribution towards your organisation’s overheads in 

line with our full cost recovery policy. You can include costs for publicising and 

evaluating your project. 

• some capital costs - such as building or refurbishment work, capital equipment or new 

vehicles essential to the delivery of your project. Capital costs must be no more than 

10 per cent of the total grant you are applying to us for.  Capital monies could 

conceivably be used for projects in villages where there is dereliction or where 

regeneration is required.   

 

7.9 Peace IV – Current to 2019  

 

Peace IV local Partnership plan will have both capital and revenue funding available for Shared 

Space and Services, for Children and Young People and for Building Positive Relations.  Some 

of the capital build projects within villages may be able to apply under the shared space 
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programme and address dereliction or regeneration objectives as well as addressing peace 

building these villages or potentially between the Village clusters. The ‘Shared Spaces and 

Services’ initiative prioritises a ‘Shared Space in Castlederg’ which is being development as a 

masterplan between St.Eugenes GAC and Dergview FC to create a shared space for both 

communities. There is potential for the Castlederg Village Cluster Plan to develop initiatives/ 

objectives associated with this project and potentially leverage additional funding for Village 

Renewal projects.  

The PEACE IV team are in the process of re-bidding for approximately £600,000 in respect of 

additional initiatives that did not form part of the £6.2 million funding award. These include 

(budgets of approximately £30,000- £40,000) provision for good relations support/ development 

of shared spaces in the rural area focussed on (i) Castlederg and the surrounding settlements/ 

villages of Clady, Killen, Killeter, Aghyaren (ii) Strabane and surrounding settlements/ villages 

of Ballymagorry, Artigarvan, Sion Mills and Donemana and (iii) Newtownstewart and 

surrounding settlements/ villages of Ardstraw, Victoria Bridge, Plumbridge and Douglas Bridge. 

The Peace IV team will not know if the additional funding application will be successful until 

July 2017. This funding, if successful could aid in the implementation of Village Plan objectives 

identified in the respective Village Cluster Plans.   
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8.0 Selection Criteria 

8.1 Introduction 

As part of the scoping study it was required to develop ‘selection criteria’ to aid in the selection 

of the settlements for capital investment, as per the identified ILRDS Rural Village Renewal 

Strategic Priorities (4 large capital projects across a number of key strategic villages  and 

implementation of up to 8 small capital projects in up to 8 no. villages).  

Selection criteria were developed in order to provide a range of indicators suitable for an 

assessment of suitability/fit with the Village Renewal programme. A range of options have been 

developed in consultation with the community (selection criteria topics), D&SDC (selection 

criteria and associated weighting) and the LAG Board (selection criteria and associated 

weighting).  The project team took account of selection criteria developed by other Councils in 

respect of the village renewal measure and also the key objectives of the ILRDS.  

8.2 Consultation on Selection Criteria  

As noted in section 7.1 above, consultation was undertaken in order to develop the selection 

criteria to identify priority villages/ settlements for capital investment. A number of key issues 

were discussed in respect of the selection criteria and they are outlined below. 

• ‘Deprivation’ and associated ‘need’ should be a key consideration in line with the Village 
Renewal Measure requirements. 

• The option for two bands of Village Renewal projects (i.e, 4 large projects in strategic 
villages and 8 smaller projects in smaller settlements) should be reviewed.  

• Consider the provision of at least one strategic project in each of the rural DEAs.  

• Ensure a balance between 2 phases/ funding allocation, i.e. phase 1 (investment ready) 

versus Phase 2 (villages that require plans first). 

 

8.3 Agreed Selection Criteria- Overview   

Subject to consultations undertaken and the ILRDS objectives it was agreed to provide two 

bands for village renewal projects as follows: 

• 4 no. large-scale projects in 4 no. strategic villages/ settlement (villages/ 
settlements with population in excess of 500)  

 

• 8 no. small-scale projects in 8 no. villages/ settlements  
 

As a result of consultations with the LAG Board and DC&SDC, and the strategic review of the 

existing settlements, it was agreed that consideration should be given to the development of a 

cross-cutting project across settlements defined as a strategic project.   

8.4 Selection Criteria for Strategic Projects & Smaller Projects  
 
8.4.1 Selection Criteria for Strategic Capital Projects  
 

The agreed selection criteria for ‘Strategic Settlements’ (populations greater than 500) are 

outlined below. A population size of 500 was identified as an appropriate cut-off point to act as 

an indicator of a critical mass of population to facilitate larger scale strategic projects and this 

was agreed with the LAG Board. The figure of 500 has regard to the Sperrin DEA which has 

smaller settlement populations, however they perform important functions in their local area. 
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The following indicators were selected and applied to the 16 no. villages/ settlements with a 

population in excess of 500 in order to determine suitability/ fit with the village renewal measure 

and the priority villages/ settlements. The percentage weightings (below) were agreed with the 

LAG Board in advance.  

• Population (20%): The agreed weighting for the population was 20%. The village with 

the largest population was awarded the top weighted score (20%) while the remaining 

settlements were awarded a score as ranked percentage from the top settlement 

population.  

• Multiple Deprivation Measure (MDM) (NISRA) Rank (30%): Village/ Settlements 

were scored based upon their deprivation rank by super output area (rank 1 indicates 

the most deprived Super Output Area while rank 890 denotes the least deprived Super 

Output Area within Northern Ireland). Villages were awarded a weighted score to reflect 

their ranking (1-890).  

• Proximity to Services (Deprivation) (NISRA) Domain Rank (as a proxy for rural 

isolation and accessibility) (20%): Village/ Settlements were scored based upon their 

deprivation rank by super output area (rank 1 indicates the most deprived Super Output 

Area while rank 890 denotes the least deprived Super Output Area within Northern 

Ireland). Villages were awarded a weighted score to reflect their ranking (1-890).  

• Identified role as Strategic Settlement within Local Development Plan (15%): 

Village/ Settlements were also considered based upon the role identified for them within 

the Local Development Plan in order to ensure that the 4 large capital projects are 

located in strategic settlements (as per the strategic objectives of the ILRDS). Villages/ 

settlements were considered as to whether they have a strategic role within the Local 

Development Plan.  

• Identification of Dereliction within the Village/ Settlement (15%): The identification 

of dereliction within the village/settlement core was also considered.   

8.4.2 Selection Criteria for Settlements for Small Capital Projects  

All of the 49 no. settlements were considered for the small capital projects. The ‘Strategic 

Settlement within Local Development Plan(s)’ criteria consideration is removed from the small 

capital projects selection criteria as there is not the same need for the small scale projects to be 

strategic (ILRDS).  

• Population (30%): The village with the largest population was awarded the top 

weighted score (30%) while the remaining settlements were awarded a score as ranked 

percentage from the top settlement population. These settlements were initially given a 

percentage score of 0- we then undertook a sensitivity analysis on these settlements 

using a figure of 500. The outcome remained consistent.  

• Multiple Deprivation Measure (MDM) (NISRA) Rank (30%): Village/ Settlements 

were scored based upon their deprivation rank by super output area (rank 1 indicates 

the most deprived Super Output Area while rank 890 denotes the least deprived Super 

Output Area within Northern Ireland). Villages were awarded a weighted score to reflect 

their ranking (1-890).  

• Proximity to Services (Deprivation) (NISRA)  Domain Rank (as a proxy for rural 

isolation and accessibility) (20%): Village/ Settlements were scored based upon their 

deprivation rank by super output area (rank 1 indicates the most deprived Super Output 

Area while rank 890 denotes the least deprived Super Output Area within Northern 

Ireland). Villages were awarded a weighted score to reflect their ranking (1-890).  

• Identification of Dereliction within the Village/ Settlement (20%): The identification 

of dereliction within the village/settlement was also considered.   
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8.5 Indicative Scoring of Villages Using Agreed Selection Criteria  

It should be noted that these recommendations are based upon the analysis conducted in the 

preparation of this scoping study. The final decision on whether to work in/ support the villages 

identified to bring forward projects and secure funding will depend on the ability of the Council/ 

LAG to identify and develop suitable local partnerships and projects according to specific 

requirements of the scheme being targeted. Flexibility will be required to ensure that the capital 

spend targets of the Interim strategy are achieved.  

8.5.1 Application of Agreed Selection Criteria- Strategic Capital Projects  

Following the consideration of the agreed selection criteria applied across the 16 no. 

settlements with populations in excess of 500, (Appendix 8.1- Overview of Applied Selection 

Criteria for Strategic Capital Projects), the following 4 no./ villages that scored highest that 

should be considered for support under the Northern Ireland RDP Programme (NIRDP 2014-

2020) for strategic capital projects: 

• Castlederg (Derg DEA) (87%) 

• Newtownstewart (Derg DEA) (79%) 

• Sion Mills (Derg DEA) (64%) 

• Newbuilings (Faughan DEA) (64%) 

The highest scoring village within the Sperrin DEA was Donemana (5th). As noted earlier in this 

section, it was agreed with the LAG Board that consideration should be given to developing a 

cross-cutting strategic project across the villages, for example for the purposes of ‘gateway 

signage/ interpretation signage’ to address current inadequacies identified.  

8.5.2 Application of Agreed Selection Criteria- Small Capital Projects  

Following the consideration of the selection criteria across the 49 no. settlements (Appendix 

8.1- Overview of Applied Selection Criteria for Small Scale Capital Projects) the highest scoring 

9 no. villages (excluding the villages identified for strategic projects) that should be considered 

for support for small scale capital projects are:  

• Drumahoe (Waterside DEA)- (87%) 

• Donemana- (Sperrin DEA)-  (68%) 

• Killeter- (Derg DEA)- (66%) 

• Clady- (Derg DEA)- (66%) 

• Claudy- (Faughan DEA)- (64%) 

• Plumbridge- (Sperrin DEA)- (63%) 

• Park (Sperrin DEA) Artigarvan (Sperrin DEA) & Ardstraw (Derg DEA)- (all 62% ) 
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8.6 Recommended Indicative List of Proposed Interventions in the Selected Villages That 

Meet the Eligibility Criteria 

8.6.1 Villages Selected for Strategic Projects 

Projects that could be considered eligible for funding under the village renewal measure include: 

• Derelict and Vacant Site Enhancement 

• Environmental Improvements 

• Shop-front Enhancements 

• Conservation and upgrading of rural culture and heritage (natural and built) (excluding 

monuments and wall murals)  

• Gateway Projects   

8.6.1.1 Castlederg  

Castlederg does not have a village plan to currently facilitate the identification of potential 

projects/ interventions in the settlement. It is recommended that as part of the Village Plan 

preparation, projects are prioritised that fit with the village renewal eligibility criteria.  DC&SDC 

have not identified village renewal projects within Castlederg to date, notwithstanding the 

ongoing ‘PEACE IV Shared Spaces and Services Initiative’ however, Council intends to 

undertake public consultations on the recently closed ‘PSNI Station.’ Public consultations 

undertaken as part of this scoping study identified the potential for a ‘shop-front improvement 

scheme’ within the settlement.   

8.6.1.2 Sion Mills  

Sion Mills does not have a village plan to currently facilitate the identification of potential 

projects/ interventions in the settlement. It is recommended that as part of the Village Plan 

preparation that projects are prioritised that fit with the village renewal eligibility criteria. In 

addition DC&SDC are in process of commissioning a ‘Heritage Led Regeneration Masterplan’ 

for Sion Mills. It is recommended that there is alignment between the Masterplan and village 

plan to identify village renewal projects- in particular potentially ‘Conservation & Rural Heritage’ 

and ‘Environmental Improvement’ village renewal projects.   

8.6.1.3 Newtownstewart  

Newtownstewart has an existing village plan, prepared in 2011. The Village plan outlined a 

number of projects that have the potential to be considered eligible for funding under the village 

renewal measure- refer below:  

Environmental Improvements:  
 

• Hub for National Cycle Network 

• Develop new connections between the town centre and the River 

• Enhance and extend the riverside walkway 

• Introduce new riverfront development 

• Improve the physical appearance of approach routes 

• Introduce distinct gateway signage 

• Promote fishing and canoeing as tourist attractions 

• Develop community allotments. 

• Undertake environmental improvements to town centre  
 

 
Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural Heritage 
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• Develop access to Harry Avery Castle. 

• Renovation and improvements to local historic assets including Newtownstewart 
Castle. 

 
Shopfront Enhancements 
  

• Carry out frontage improvement scheme to properties on Main street. 
 

Consultations with DC&SDC identified that Council intend to undertake a shop-front 

improvement scheme in Main Street in association with business/ property owners in the town. 

At the time of writing this scoping study Council were expecting to engage consultants to 

prepare design concepts to planning stages. This potential project highlights alignment with 

identified Village Plan priorities and Council priorities.  There is also potential tie-in with match 

funding opportunities from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  

Additionally DC&SDC also identified a potential play-park in Newtownstewart (Mourne play-

park).  This play-park has planning permission and has been fully costed.  

8.6.1.4 Newbuildings 

 Newbuildings has an existing village plan. The Village Plan outlined a number of projects that 

have the potential to be considered eligible for funding under the village renewal measure- 

these are summarised below: 

 Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  

• Dam Row site 

• Former IAWS site  

• Victoria Road Site  

• Former Desmond’s Factory site 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  

• Develop connections to the River Foyle. 

• Improve pedestrian permeability through crossing points. 

• High quality public realm  

Village Plan Gateway Projects:   

• Reinforce gateways to increase sense of arrival. 

The project team consulted with DC&SDC on potential village renewal projects outlined within 

the Village Plan. Council did not identify any priority projects within the Village Plan as being 

investment ready. It is recommended that DC&SDC review the Village Plan village renewal 

projects to identify whether one could be considered, developed and delivered as a strategic 

project in partnership with the local community. It is noted that there is potential for match 

funding opportunities related to the Department for Communities- Public Realm Improvements 

scheme. 

8.6.1.5 Strategic Project- Gateway/ Interpretation Project Across Villages  

Consultations with DC&SDC informed the project team that consideration should be given 

developing a cross-cutting gateway/ interpretation project across all or a number of selected 

settlements in the Scoping Study area.  To date, Council has not progressed or identified such 

a project however it is anticipated Council could develop this project in consultation with the 
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village local communities. The LAG Board requested flexibility in the choice of Strategic Projects 

to allow the potential for the gateway/ interpretation projects across the villages.  

8.6.2 Villages Selected for Small Projects  

8.6.2.1 Villages Selected for Small Projects without existing Village Plan  

From the villages potentially selected for small capital projects four do not have an existing 

village plan, (i) Drumahoe (ii) Ardstraw (iii) Claudy (iv) Artigarvan. Priority projects should be 

developed for small scale capital projects within these settlements. During public consultations 

undertaken as part of this scoping study community groups from Ardstraw and Drumahoe 

identified projects that could be considered under village renewal, however both settlements 

require a village plan to facilitate project development.  

8.6.2.2 Villages Selected for Small Capital Projects with an Existing Village Plan  

From the villages potentially selected for small capital projects five have an existing village plan 

(i) Killeter (ii) Clady and (iii) Park (iv) Donemana (v) Plumbridge. Each of the Village Plans 

identified potential projects which could be considered eligible under the village renewal 

measure. These projects are highlighted under Table 8.6 below. 

Table 8.6 & 8.7: Potential Small Scale Capital Projects within Villages 

Killeter Clady Donemana 

Environmental 
Improvement 

• Enhance 
Footpath Network 

• Village Centre 
Public Art 

 
Gateway Projects  
Village Gateway 
Signage 
 
 
 
 

Environmental 
Improvement 

• Village Centre Public 
Realm Improvement 
Scheme 

• Improved Children’s Play 
Area – Cluny Gardens  

• Gateway Art-piece 
 
Gateway Projects  

• Village Gateway Projects 

• Clady Signage Strategy 
for settlement (i.e. 
bespoke directional & 
interpretational signage 
at arrival points, 
historical sites.  

. 
 
 

Shopfront Enhancement Scheme/ 
Environmental Improvement 

• Enhanced public realm schemes: 
Primary Streets and Key Feeder 
Streets  

• Black Park Pathway – reopened 
connection from Longland Rd. to 
Lisnaragh Rd.  

• Street Tree Planting Schemes  

• Proposed Community Gardens 

• Multifunctional Village Square  

• Community Artwork 

• Upgrade of Burndennett Walkway 
 
Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements 
Dereliction/ Vacancy Project to 
address dereliction in the settlement 
 
Gateway Projects  

• Improve connectivity with walkways 

(Burn Dennet Walkway, Black Park 

Pathway) 

• Welcome Signage at village 

entrance points. 

• New Bus Shelter  
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Plumbridge Park 

Environmental Improvement 

• Upgrade play facilities 

• Establish pedestrian access to 
Glenelly River 

• Introduce a village square. 

• Redesign riverside park and 
playground. 

• Establish a pedestrian footbridge. 

• Cycle hire facility. 

• Introduce new and upgrade 
existing walking routes. 

 
Derelict/ Vacant Site Enhancements 
Projects 

• The Creamery Site 

• Plum Tree Cafe & adjacent pub  

• St. Joseph’s High School Site 
 
Gateway Projects 
Improve physical appearance of 
approach routes 
 

Environmental Improvement 

• Upgrade entrance to Learmount Forest Park 
and Community Centre; 

• Enhanced management and expansion of 
Learmount Forest Park. 

• Establish community allotments; develop a 
high-quality village square 

• Introduce signage and interpretation at River 
Faughan; develop a golf club house;  

• Convert Park FC to shared space (linked to 
Learmount Forest) 

 
Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural 
Heritage 

• Develop Quigleys Mill as a tourist attraction  

• Learmount Castle and associated assets.  

• Introduce interpretation of ancient chambered 
grave. 

 
Gateway Projects 

• Undertake boundary improvement works. 

• Street tree planting along Learmount Road 

 

The project team undertook consultations with DC&SDC in respect of the existing projects in 

the villages with Village Plans, however Council did not identify any of the projects within the 

settlements as being investment ready. It is recommended that DC&SDC review the Village 

Plan village renewal projects to identify whether one could be considered, developed and 

delivered as a small scale capital project in partnership with the local community. 
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9.0 Phasing of the Village Plans & Capital Developments to meet the Target 

Allocations/ Timeframes of the Interim Strategy  

9.1 Village Plans 

The Village Cluster Plans should be prioritised within the Rural Village Renewal First Call 

(2016/2017- Quarter 1 & 2 April to June). The LAG Board have approved funding for £80,000 

for the Village Plan funding which is in excess of the Interim Strategy allocated funding of 

£60,320. The preparation of the Village Cluster Plans will facilitate projects in settlements that 

not have Village Plans 

9.2 Capital Developments 

Table 8.7 below outlines the Interim Strategy target spends. Capital investments must emanate 

from Village Plans. In order to meet the village renewal target allocations/ timeframes of the 

Interim Strategy it is recommended that consideration is given to the phasing of capital 

developments on a two-phased basis through (i) the funding of strategic projects including 

potentially the ‘Gateway/ Interpretation Project Across Villages’ and small capital projects from 

the existing Village Plans in the selected villages and for target spend in 2017/2018 (ii) the 

funding of strategic projects and smaller capital projects in the selected villages that will 

developed through the ‘Village Cluster Plans’ for spend in 2018/2019 and 2019/20.  This 

approach should have regard to the ‘cluster-projects’ that could be developed through the 

Village Cluster Plans.  

 Table 8.7: Interim Strategy Phasing of Capital Developments   

Village Renewal 
Target Allocations/ 
Timeframes 

2017/2018 2018/2019 2019/20 

Second Call 452,400 (75%) 150,800  
(25%) 
 

 

Third Call   407,160 
(75%) 

135,720  
(25%) 
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10.0 Options for Consideration 

 The Interim Strategy objectives targeted 4 no. strategic capital projects for funding. The 

recommendations of this scoping study are consistent with this approach. 

10.1 Options for Strategic Capital Project Settlement Selection 

A range of options for strategic projects settlement selection are outlined below: 

10.1.1 Option 1- Select the Top Four Scoring Villages/ Settlements 

Consideration should be given to the selection of the four top scoring settlements for capital 

project investment which will include Castlederg, Newtownstewart, Sion Mills and 

Newbuildings. This option addresses the prioritisation of the settlements identified by the 

application of the selection criteria in the Scoping Study area and has the potential to 

accommodate potential strategic projects being facilitated through existing Village Plans in 

Newtownstewart and Newbuildings in the 2017/2018.   

10.1.2 Option 2- Select Three of the Top Scoring Villages/ Settlements and the Strategic Cross- 

Cutting Settlement Project 

Consideration should be given to the selection of the three of the top scoring four settlements 

for capital project investment, which could include Castlederg, Newtownstewart, Sion Mills and 

Newbuildings along with the cross-cutting settlement project. This option addresses the 

prioritisation of the settlements identified by the application of the selection criteria in the 

Scoping Study area and will also ensure that additional settlements will benefit from a strategic 

project (albeit on a smaller scale for example gateway interpretation).  

10.1.3 Option 3- Select the Top Scoring Settlements in Each of the Rural DEAs and the Strategic 

Cross-Cutting Settlement Project 

Consideration should be given to the selection of the top scoring settlement in each of the rural 

DEAs, which will include Castlederg, Newbuildings and Donemana along with the cross-cutting 

settlement project. This option will ensure balanced coverage across the rural DEAs prioritised 

by the application of the selection criteria and will also make provision for village renewal in 

additional settlements throughout the scoping study area. However, this approach will prevent 

the potential funding of the DC&SDC Newtownstewart shop-front improvement/ enhancement 

scheme which was identified as a Council priority project and also by the existing Village Plan.   

10.1.4 Option 4- Select the Two Top Scoring Settlements in the Derg DEA and Top Scoring in 

Sperrin & Faughan DEA 

Consideration should be given to the selection of the top two scoring settlements in the Derg 

DEA, which include Castlederg and Newtownstewart along with the top scoring settlements in 

the Sperrin (Donemana) and Faughan (Newbuildings) DEAs. This option will ensure balanced 

coverage across the rural DEAs prioritised by the application of the selection criteria.  

10.2 Option for Small Scale Capital Project Settlement Selection  

Consideration should be given to the selection of the top nine scoring settlements for small 

scale capital projects identified as (i) Drumahoe (ii) Donemana (iii) Killeter (iv) Clady (v) Claudy 

(vi) Plumbridge (vii) Park (viii) Artigarvan and (ix) Ardstraw. Donemana can be omitted from 

consideration if it is brought forward as a settlement selected for a strategic project.  

10.3 Options for Grant Thresholds for Strategic & Small Capital Projects  
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The options for grant thresholds for strategic and small scale capital projects are predicated 

on the following key parameters:  

 

• 4 no. large-scale projects in 4 no. strategic settlements/ (settlements with 
population in excess of 500)/ or 3 no. large scale projects in strategic 
settlements with a strategic cross-  ; 

• 9 no. small-scale projects in 9 no. settlements;  

• the need to allocate £80,000 for village plans; 

• the total funding available under the programme of £1,206,400; and  

• the typical size of project identified by the Council and the need to make significant 

impact in these strategic and smaller areas 

The following preferred option / recommendation is made in regard of the grant 

thresholds   

• Previously in this scoping study process it has been agreed with LAG that 15 
village cluster plans will be progressed with a capital budget of £80,000 
(already approved)  

 
 

10.4 Strategic Projects Funding Thresholds  
 

Consideration should be given to the following thresholds for the strategic capital projects.  
 

Strategic Projects – 4 no. strategic projects (which may include the ‘Strategic Cross-Cutting 

Settlement Project) up to a threshold spend of £200,000 at 75% - to support the regeneration 

and development of key rural villages or large strategic cluster village projects. The total 

potential maximum spend associated with this threshold will be £800,000.  

10.5 Small Capital Projects Funding Threshold  

Consideration should be given to the following thresholds for small scale capital projects.  

Small Projects - 9 no. small capital projects with funding from £10,000 up to £30,000 at 75% 

for stand-alone village projects and from £10,000 up to £35,000 at 75% for multiple settlement 

/ cluster village projects, (where the selected settlement is bringing forward cluster projects 

within the context of the ‘Village Cluster Plan’). The total potential maximum spend associated 

with this threshold will be £324,000.  

 

There should to be flexibility incorporated into the funding thresholds and associated delivery 

of the projects to ensure that the target allocations of the Interim Strategy can be met.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.0 Scoping of Approach/ Options for Bespoke Training Elements of the Village 

Renewal Scheme  
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The Interim Strategy notes that the bespoke training associated with the Village Renewal 

Scheme should focus on the implementation and collaboration work aimed at implementing the 

Village Plans, which should identify that the RDP is but one source of potential funding.  

Having regard to this objective for bespoke training it is recommended that bespoke training 

should be linked to improving skills across the following option areas:   

• Understanding what a village plan can do for a local village and how to contribute 

effectively to the development of a village plan;   

• How to engage with the local community effectively in developing a Village Plan;  

• Understanding the role of the council and the role of the village community in Village 

Plan preparation;   

• Identifying needs and developing business plans for projects;   

• Working together in village clusters in identifying potential cluster village projects that 

could be the subject of a collective funding application;    

• Developing effective relationships between the Council and the CVS and other 

statutory partners vis a vis the potential that a village project could achieve in a local 

area 

• Preparing collaborative funding applications and identifying other funding avenues for 

the funding of Village Plan objectives;  

• Developing sustainable village projects 

• Engaging and marketing projects linked to tourism or social enterprise business 

opportunities    

• Recruiting and maintaining volunteers to run or deliver village projects 

This training should be undertaken in small groups linked to the village clusters in order to build 

relationships.  It is about one to one support for the potential 12 village projects with 

collaboration where possible between villages. This type of bespoke training could conceivably 

be delivered by any number of bodies including the private sector.  However, this is not currently 

part of any statutory portfolio and would need to be commissioned and paid for separately.   
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12.0 Recommendations for Delivery & Ongoing Engagement of Stakeholders  

12.1 Village Cluster Plans- Preliminary Consultation  

Consideration should be given to undertaking a round of consultation in each of the rural DEAs 

to advise the respective ‘Community & Voluntary Groups’ of the Village Cluster Plan proposal. 

This forum could be utilised to deliver the bespoke training elements of the Village Renewal 

scheme in advance of the Cluster Plan preparation.  

12.2 Village Cluster Plans- Consultations with DC&SDC DEA Local Community 

Planning Teams & Local Development Plan Team  

Prior to the preparation of the Village Cluster Plans it is recommended it that the LAG staff meet 

with the DC&SDC Local DEA Community Planning Teams and Local Development Plan team 

to receive an update on their respective plan preparation process in order to ensure Village 

Cluster alignment and strategic fit. LAG staff should address the wider local Community 

Planning groups to promote the Rural Development Programme and enable the local 

community planning structures to promote the development of the Village Cluster Plans. The 

LAG team to meet with the ‘Local Community Plan Partnerships’ once agreed by DC&SDC 

update on the Village Cluster Plan preparation. 

It is recommended that a steering group from the departments of DC&SDC (Local Community 

Planning team, Regeneration, Tourism, Planning, Parks, etc) is agreed to review the project, 

actions and initiatives being proposed by the Village Cluster Plans, and to coordinate alignment 

with Council and community priorities. It is proposed that the PEACE IV Good Relations officer 

should form part of the steering group. This steering group should also advise the Village 

Cluster planning process on potential funding sources (non RDP) for Village Plan initiatives. 

The consultation with the Council steering group will enable identification of Council priority 

projects that align with Village Plan projects that could be further developed though the Village 

Plan process and funded, in particular potential village cluster projects.   

12.3 Capital Projects- Consultation with DC&SDC on Existing Village Plans 

The LAG staff should consult with DC&SDC on the existing village plan projects that could be 

progressed through the 2017/2018 capital spend year in the villages selected for funding in 

order to ensure capital spend in line with the Interim Strategy requirements. Consultation is 

recommended with the LAG, Local Community Plan chairs and Local Community Plan teams 

to ensure that projects progressed in Phase 1 are in line with the Local Community Plan (in the 

absence of update Village Cluster Plans).  

12.4 Capital Projects- Village Cluster Projects  

Following completion of the Village Cluster Plans in the selected villages, consideration should 

be given to the potential funding of village cluster projects (exemplar RDP projects) in order to 

further develop inter-village cooperation being promoted at Local Community Planning level 

and also by the Interim Strategy. It is proposed that this process should be overseen by the 

DC&SDC Village Renewal steering group (identified at 12.2 above).  
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Appendix 4.1: Community Consultation Questionnaire Responses (Summary)  
 

Community Group Date DEA Response 

Individual (Matthew 
Jennings, University 
of Ulster Derry) 

27/01/2017 N/A (i) Village Renewal Projects that have worked: 

 Big Telly Creative Shops programme in Portstewart, Dungiven, Maghera etc.  

 Reclaiming empty space in centres for cultural/arts space.  

 Funded by Esmee Fairbairn Foundation. Shop currently open in Dungiven. 
Glenelly Development 
Trust (Plumbridge, 
Brenda Morris)  

30/01/2017 Sperrin (i) Village Renewal Projects that have worked: 

 The Plumbridge MUGA (owned by Council) 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 Old creamery site (address centre dereliction) 

 St. Joseph’s High School – St. Joseph’s GFC – Developed a sustainability Plan. 
(iii) Village Collaborations? Not currently, however the Creamery would be a consideration. 
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? Reconsider at a later date. 

Lettershandoney & 
District Development 
Group (Kat Healy) 

30/01/2017 Faughan (i) Village Renewal Projects that have worked: 

 Mullabuoy Centre 

 Breakout Project 

 Rural Kitchen 

 MUGA 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 Phase 2 of Mullabuoy Centre 
(iii) Village Collaborations? Rosemount, Foyle Springs, Eglinton, Newbuildings, Strathfoyle, 
Donemana, Strabane, Castlederg, Caw, Claudy, Park, Maydown, Tamnaherin, Ardmore and Bready. 
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? On the following projects:  

 Youth Zone;  

 Community Transport Scheme;  

 Mullabuoy Centre;  

 Expanding Rural Kitchen. 
Culmore (Mary 
Casey) 

01/02/2017 Ballyarnett (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked well: 

 The only project since 2007 was gateway signage. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 New gateway signage to match rural villages/settlement in D & S. 

 Replacement of the Village Notice Board with sponsorship by local businesses. 
(iii) Village Collaborations?   

 2007-2009: Established cross border partnership with Muff, Quigleys Point and Redcastle (Foyle 
West Villages Initiative) 
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 2008: Culmore and Strathfoyle Partnership on youth community development (Culmore Area 
Forum and Strathfoyle Youth Forum). 

(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? Reinvigorate partnerships above. 
Eglinton Community 
Forum (Eglinton, 
Debbie Caulfield) 

01/02/2017 Faughan (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked: Play Park (RDP Funded) 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 Playing spaces at St. Canice’s Park; 

 Planting of new oak tree to replaying dying Coronation Oak on Main Street; 

 Amelioration of Parking problems in the village; 

 Additional signage of historical interest. 
(iii) Village Collaborations?  No. Only internal collaborations. 

The Plum Club 
(Plumbridge, Anne 
Bradley) 

01/02/2017 Sperrin (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked: The MUGA. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? A safe walkway around the village. 
(iii) Village Collaborations? Glenelly Development Group 

Friends of Jubilee PS 
(Bready) 

02/02/2017 Faughan (ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 Greenway – Cycle/Walking Path from Dunnalong Manor to Bready Jubilee Primary School with 
extension around Dunnalong Road; 

 Outdoor Gym on Bready Jubilee PS Grounds – accessed from Clough Boy Road; 

 3G MUGA pitch for school/community use. 
(iii) Village Collaboration? Does not feel it is applicable to them. Would like to work with Bready 
community groups. 

Dennett Anglers 
(Donemana and 
Ballymagorry) 

03/02/2017 Sperrin (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked: Play Parks in Donemana Village. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 River walk and access points along the River Dennett (support active fishing industry in both 
villages) 

 Youth focused area along the riverbank – educational resource opportunity for invertebrate 
sampling/findings from the river (legacy opportunity) 

(iii) Village Collaborations?  

 Dennett Interchange(to create a monitoring group); 

 Brighter Ballymagorry Development Group (importance of healthy waterways). 
(iv) Consideration of Working with other villages?   

 Dennett Interchange (leverage capacity and facilities, disabled angling project), 

 Brighter Ballymagorry Village Renewal Group (future angling and aquatic projects, have already 
planned out their collaboration)  

Churchtown 
Community 
Association 
(Castlederg, David 

03/02/2017 Derg (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked:  

 Multi-purpose shared space at castle site; 

 Allotment at Hillview. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  
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Young)  Extension of castle paths,  

 Extend paths below bridge and Mitchell Park 

 Footbridge between soccer and Gaelic pitches (feature project) 

 Vacant old railway on upper Strabane Road for visitor attraction/town history/local art work 

 Multi use games area on waste ground N of Churchtown centre.  
(iii) Village collaborations? No. 
(iv) Consideration of Working with other villages? Not currently, but open to suggestions.  

Sion Mills Community 
Forum (Andrew 
Patton) 
- think Sion Mills 
Buildings and 
Preservation Trust 

05/02/2017 Derg (i) Village Renewal Projects that worked:  Work of Sion Mills Buildings and Preservation Trust 
(captured in Village Audit). 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 Disused playpark at Parkside Gardens 

 Grass area in West View Terrace into a raised bed/shrubbery 

 Gateway signage. 
(iii) Village Collaborations? No 
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? No. 

Culmore Community 
Partnership (Ciara 
Ferguson) 

06/02/2017 Ballyarnett (i) Village Renewal Projects that Worked: Gateway signage and small-scale environmental 
improvements. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 New community centre/hub (Culmore District Park/tendering for design) 

 Further development of Culmore District Park 

 3G Pitch at Thornhill College (seeking grant for feasibility study) 

 Ballynagard Field (awaiting planning permission) 

 West Greenway Plan: ‘Riverside’ Greenway from Derry to Muff along the River Foyle (tendering 
for feasibility study, secured funding) 

 New Village Plan for the area 

 Smaller Capital Projects 
o Public Realm (e.g. hanging baskets, summer seats, village notice board) 
o Development of jett/slipway for landing stage/small pier for boats 
o Upgrade sea front wall 
o Address dereliction/vacant site at Victoria Hall (engaging with honourable Irish Socieity) 
o Establish public toilets in the area 
o Heritage Trail (with Greater Shantallow Area Partnership, Outer North Neighbourhood 

Partnership and other partners) 
o Educational opportunities 
o Upgrade the entrances/gateway routes with better signage, public art, etc.  

(iii) Village Collaborations?  

 No current collaborations  
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 Established relationships with Eglinton, Strathfoyle and Maydown  

 cross-border links to Muff Village and Quigley’s Point.  

 Community support agencies: Outer North Neighbourhood Partnership and Greater Shantallow 
Area Partnership. 

(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? Open to working with neighbouring villages on 
above projects. 

 Individual (Killeter, 
Kieran Devine) 

27/01/2017 Derg (i) Village Renewal Projects that Worked:  

 Playground development 

 Parking bays on Main Street 

 The Heritage Centre 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 Environmental improvements along paths 

 Gateway features into village 

 Footpath from Killeter Bridge to the junction of Aghalogher Road 

 Connections between main village block and buildings surrounding St. Bestius’ Church 

 Project designed to enable the availability of affordable workspaces (ensure use of entire 
building) 

 Project designed to identify neglected or unused spaces for cultural or arts-based activities 

 Estate-Specific environmental improvements (designed by estate residents) 

 Extend the use of the Heritage Centre for social and private enterprise (include Aghyaran)   
Brighter 
Ballymagorry 
Development Group 
(Leslie Hetherington) 
 

05/02/2017 Sperrin (i) Village Renewal Projects that Worked:  Renewal project at the Canal locks (where canal meets 
Foyle River) 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 Improve entrance to the Locks from Greenlaw Road 

 Canal could form a recreation area for canoeing, go karting, etc 

 Erection of Clock in Centre of Village 

 Edging of footpath 

 Play Park 

 MUGA 

 Allotments 

 Notice Board 

 Gateway Signage 

 Signage for Walking Trails (7 routes currently exist) 

 Nature Walks from Bridge to Station Road Bridge 

 Disabled Anglers Area on River 

 Want to make the Ballymagorry Old Railway station available for public 
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 History Trail between Ballymagorry, Artigarvan and Burndennet 
(iii) Village Collaborations?  

 The Villages Together 

 Dennett Interchange 
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? 

 Dennett Anglers Association 

 Artigarvan Community Group 

 Glenmornan 

 Ballylaw 

 Leckpactrick Luncheon Group 
Enagh Youth Forum 
(Paul Hughes) 

06/02/2017 Faughan (ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 Strathfoyle Greenway Extension 

 Community Hub to serve Strathfolye and Maydown 

 Northwest Sports and Well-Being Centre to be developed at Judges Road. 
(iii) Village Collaborations? All local youth and community groups in Strathfoyle and Maydown. .  

Individual (Fergal 
Barr) 

07/02/2017 N/A (ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 The Inside Out Programme 
Individual (Foyle, 
Eileen Walsh) [Not in 
rural area] 

30/01/2017 N/A (i) Village Renewal Projects that Worked: 

 Brooke Park; 

 “Claudy is an old Market Village that would feed from Craigbane, Park, Straidarran (and 
Causeway Coast and Glens” 

 St. Columb’s Park. 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 More leisure provision in Cityside 

 Teenage facilities (e.g. skatpark) 
(iii) Village Collaborations? No. 
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? No. 
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Claudy Rural 
Development LTd.(@ 
Diamond Centre) 

19/02/2017 Faughan (i) Village Renewal Projects that Worked: 

 Diamond Centre – provides services to the surrounding area in areas of youth, education and 
eldercare; 

 Beaufort House; 

 Old Chapel; 

 Limited Streetscape. 
 (ii) Proposed Renewal Projects?  

 New village plan for wider Claudy Area 

 Shop Front Scheme 

 Enterprise incubation space 

 Tourist information point 

 Public realm improvements, lighting 

 Lighting from Ulster Bus Stop to village 

 Derelict Bank for community use 

 Allotments 

 Rejuvenation of Flax Mill and power station on Cregg Road linked to angling 

 Public walks scheme link to Beaufort, Cumber Park and Main Village 

 Tourism access accommodation 

 Rural based market scheme  
 (iii) Village Collaborations? Surrounding settlements, work with RAPID. 
 (iv) Consideration of working with other villages? Open to wider collaboration in the Faughan, 
Sperrin. 

Outer West 
Neighbourhood 
Renewal Partnership 
(Coshquinn) 

31/01/2016 Foyleside (i) Proposed Renewal Projects? Coshquinn Area Renewal 
(ii) Village Collaborations? No 
(iii) Consideration of working with other villages? No, however open to doing so. 

 

Douglas Bridge 
Cross Community 
Association 

28/02/2017 Derg (i) Village Renewal Projects that have worked: 

 Minimal signage work (have seen the positive effects of Sion Mills Signage) 

 Restoration of bridge 

 Bus stop 

 Street Lighting 
(ii) Proposed Renewal Projects? 

 Restoration of bridge 

 More “rural lighting” 

 Replace existing bus station 
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(iii) Village Collaborations? Ardstraw (on youth engagement)  
(iv) Consideration of working with other villages? Not currently. 

 

 



Appendix 4.1: Feedback from Rural DEA Public Events 
Date: 14/02/2017 

Faughan DEA Public Event 

General Notes 

 3 Largest Groups in Faughan: Claudy, Eglinton, Newbuildings 

 Foyle Heritage Trail (Foyle Civic Trust) information/mapping 

 Potential for re-use of old mill buildings in Faughan Valley (e.g. Ardmore Bleachgreen, 
Claudy) and other Derelict Claudy buildings (e.g. police station). 

 A5 will cut off Magheramason and other A5 villages from main arterial route/linkage with 
each other. Also the new A6/A2 link road will open up Faughan Valley. 

 Border issues need to be addressed in terms of collaboration and funding. 

 Areas of interest are Killeter/Aghyaran, Glebe/Clady, Castlederg, Glen, Plumbridge, 
Cranagh, Ballymagorry/Donemana/Artigarvan. 

Enagh Youth Forum - 
Strathfoyle/Maydown 

Links to 4-5 villages (not listed). Older group links to Eglinton. 

Culmore  Foyle River Basin Project – linkages along Foyle, linking East and West 
banks of river. Also linked with Eglinton, Strathfoyle and Maydown on 
incinerator. 

 Potentially Ardmore Bleachgreen  

 Propose upgrade of basic village signage 

 Collaborating on Foyle Valley Heritage Trail 

Ardmore   Not much community activity/linkages to other groups or areas 

Claudy  Potential reuse of former mill buildings and Police Station. 

Eglinton  Eglinton and surrounding area are working together through RAPID. 

 Collaboration through RAPID, ANND and Child Projects: Park, Claudy, 
Strathfoyle, Newbuildings. 

 Like the play parks developed for under 12s. 

 Propose playing fields for health and well-being linked to community hub. 

 Looking to collaborate with other villages. 

Derg DEA Public Event 

General Notes 

 3 Distinct Cluster Areas: Newtownstewart, Castlederg and Sion Mills 

 Parish boundaries provide natural linkages: 
o Sion Mills, Glebe and Clady 
o Spamount & Erganagh 
o Garvetagh, Killen, Killeter, Aghayarn 
o Vitoria Bridge and Douglas Bridge 
o Ardstraw, Victoria Bridge, Douglas Bridge, Newtownstewart 
o Drumlegagh, Ardstraw, Newtownstewart 

Sion Mills  Sion Mills Community Forum: Umbrella group for 16 groups including 
Glebe. 

 Sion Mills Preservation Trust: Could be a partner for re-use of heritage 
buildings using the BPT Model. Some work spaces (previous public 
funding) within mill complex also now available for use. 

 Potential for THI Scheme 

Castlederg  Shop front enhancement scheme 

Newtownstewart  Shop front enhancement scheme 

 Men’s Shed (RNWC) 

Rural North West 
Community Support 
(based in Derg DEA 
covers more DEAs) 

  Members include 
o Glenelly Development Trust 
o The Plum Club (older people) 
o Glenelly Players (drama group) 
o Derg Valley Care 
o Strabane Community Partnership 
o Sperrin Carers Support Group 
o Sperrin Arts and Craft Network 
o Tyrone Quality Livestock (farming group) 

  Shared resources and shared meeting room in Newtownstewart 

  Work with Glenelly Development Trust 

 Projects include 
o Men’s Shed in Newtownstewart 
o MUGA in Plumbridge 



Sperrin DEA Public Event 

General Notes: 

 YMCA Ireland (Peter Caldwell) – Land Ownership is a major issue. The communities do not 
have enough money to own derelict assets and do not believe that the council will take 
ownership. Feels a lot of the groups will be eliminated based on cash contribution. 

 Do not currently have much collaboration 

 Learmount Area feel quite isolated 

 Council DEA Officers can help coordinate efforts 

 Places that could work together 
o Artigarvan, Ballymagorry, Cloghcor, Donemana and Bready 
o Park and Claudy 
o Culmore and Muff 
o Donemana, Artigarvan, Aghabrack 

 Current collaborations 
o Youth Voice Programme – Donemana, Castlederg, Lettershandoney 

Villages Together  The Group with Ballymagorry and Glenmornan work from Strabane to 
Newbuildings. 

Dennett Interchange  Delivery Agent Locally 

Plumbridge (the 
Plum Club) 

 Cover Plumbridge and Cranagh 

 Glenelly Development Trust gave the Plum Club a Unit to work from 

 Plumbridge MUGA worked well 

 Glenelly  St Jospeh’s GAC major organisation and looking to develop old 
St. Joseph’s School Site 

Artigarvan  Work with Dennett Interchange and Villages Together 

Donagheady  Only with Village Together on odd occasions 

Donemana  Heart project was a cross community collaboration: Public Art Trail 

 Propose derelict building improvement in town centre 

Glenelly 
Development Trust 
(Plumbridge) 

 Want to redevelop old creamery site 
 

Ballymagorry  Propose play area 

 
 



     
 

Consultations with DC&SDC  

The project team consulted with staff Derry & Strabane District Council to identify the (i) key strategic context for the Village Renewal scheme (ii) Council 

planned investment and priorities within the Scoping Study area and (ii) potential Council projects with a Village Renewal fit within the Scoping Study area.  

Consultations were also undertaken throughout the process with the Community Plan team to ensure that the approach to potential clustering of villages was 

consistent with the objectives of the local community plans. The project team undertook consultations with:  

• The Local Development Planning Team  

• Regeneration  

• Parks  

• Sports/leisure facilities  

• Tourism  

• Community planning  

• Peace IV and Good Relations  

• Capital projects team  

 

Table 4.1 below details the key consultations undertaken with DC&SDC and the implications for the Village Renewal scheme.  

 

DC&SDC Council Section  Key Issues Raised  Implications for Village Renewal 
Scheme 

Derry City & Strabane 
Local Development Plan 
team 

The Derry & Strabane District Council Local Development Plan (LDP) team 
advised that the ‘Preferred Options Paper (POP)- the first formal 
consultation stage in the preparation of the LDP will not be prepared for the 
Council area until the mid/ end of May 2017.  Given this timeframe, the 
settlement hierarchy for the new Local Development Plan is not available 
for the purposes of this Scoping Study and is unlikely to be published until 
early- mid 2018 when the draft Plan Strategy is published for consultation. 
Early in the POP preparation process planning officials briefed the Elected 
Members on the recently revised and published potential Housing Growth 
Indicators for the District. These figures, published by DFI in April 2016 
covering the period from 2012 – 2016, allocated 5,000 houses for the 
District - a notable decrease in the previous allocation in the RDS. Planning 
officials reported that there is currently a considerable potential excess 

An up to date LDP settlement hierarchy is 
not available for the new Council area and 
will not be available during the timeframe of 
this scoping study. Consequently the 
Scoping Study has regard to the existing 
settlement hierarchy in the LDPs.  

 

Future Village Plans prepared in the 
Scoping Study should have regard to the 
LDP which will be ongoing for key 
milestones (Preferred Options Paper/ Draft 
Plan Strategy/ Adopted Plan Strategy/ Draft 



     
 

above this figure for the District comprising existing commitments and 
potential from zoned residential land within the Council area. Planning 
officials noted that Elected Members were concerned by this low allocation, 
given the role specific role for the District as set out in the RDS.   
  
The Derry and Strabane areas are quite different from a rural / urban mix 
perspective, in the old Derry area, c.88% of the population would be broadly 
classified as urban and 12% rural while in the old Strabane area, 
approximately 56% are regarded as urban and the remaining 44% rural. 
This issue is being revisited by the LDP team who are reviewing the 
previous role and function of settlements as set out in the extant Strabane 
Area Plan 2001 and the Derry Area Plan 2011. Officials will be preparing a 
new settlement hierarchy that will be agreed with the elected members. 
Given the considerably reduced housing allocation and the current 
commitments in excess of this figure, there will be relevant planning 
challenges from a settlement planning perspective around the role, function 
and sustainability of villages of different sizes, of suburban settlements 
within or on the edge of the City boundary, and of the main towns. The 
future development of villages and towns along the proposed A5 /A6 
upgrade is another important consideration for the LDP. 
 

Local Policies Plan/ Adopted Local Policies 
Plan)  and should have regard to potential 
changes to the settlement hierarchy and 
the implications for the respective Village.  

 

The proposed A5/ A6 upgrade will have 
implications for a number of the villages 
including  

Regeneration  Sion Mills and Newtownstewart are conservation areas and have significant 
opportunities under the THI Heritage Lottery programme in regard of 
regeneration, environmental improvements, shop-front schemes. Current 
regeneration activities for these two areas include: 

 
Preparation of Design Concepts for Newtownstewart Shopfront 
Enhancement Scheme – Officers have been liaising with a number of 
commercial property owners within Newtownstewart Centre (Main Street) 
who are interested in participating in a potential Shopfront Enhancement 
Scheme. The Regeneration Section have undertaken preliminary surveys of 
a number of properties and are proposing to commission external 
architectural services to prepare design concepts to planning stages.  
At the time of writing this Scoping Study report consultants have not yet 
been engaged to finalise proposals. Planning Permission has not been 
secured to date. It is noted that the capital implementation phase will be 
subject to Council securing external grant aid to deliver this scheme. Costs 

 

Newtownstewart Shopfront scheme has 
been identified as a potential village 
renewal project.  

 

Note the Council investment in the Sion 
Mills Heritage-Led Regeneration 
Masterplan and note implications for any 
future Village Plan in Sion Mills.  

 

Note the potential for a ‘strategic project for 
provision of ‘Gateway Signage/ Features’ 
across the villages as a strategic project.  

 



     
 

are estimated at £200,000 and the initial view if that 10 no.shopfronts will be 
included.  

 
 
Sion Mills Heritage-Led Regeneration Masterplan - Council has 
confirmed and approved a budget of £30k to commission a heritage-led 
Regeneration Masterplan for the village of Sion Mills. Council is seeking to 
produce a specific framework that will set out the heritage-led regeneration 
aspirations and priorities for the village - in the form of a masterplan and 
accompanying action plan. The purpose of the masterplan is to identify the 
key priorities and actions in supporting the sustainable regeneration of the 
village for the next 5-10 years. The masterplan will consider key thematic 
areas around heritage, conservation, regeneration sites, commercial/ 
economic development opportunities, tourism, access, recreation, parking 
etc. At the time of writing this Scoping Study report consultants have not 
been engaged by Council to date. Though it is anticipated that the tender 
process will take place over the Summer 2017 with work commencing in 
September/ October 2017.  
 
Sion Mills- Technical Assistance to Sion Mills Buildings Preservation 
Trust (SMBPT) – Council Officers are actively assisting/supporting the 
SMBPT in relation to conservation/property management issues relating to 
their work units within the Herdmans Mill complex.  
 

The Regeneration Section outlined the following key projects: 

 

• Peace IV is providing a ‘Shared Space in Castlederg.’ This initiative 
will physically and socially connect the sports facilities in the 
ownership of St.Eugene’s GAC and Dergview FC.  

 

• The INTERREG IVa successful bid for cycle-way provision between 
Culmore/ Muff and Strabane/ Lifford 

 

• Strathfoyle Greenway/Cycle-path  

Note the PEACE IV investment in 
Castlederg 

 

Note opportunities associated with the 
Interreg VIa Project 

 

Note the Strathfoyle Greenway project.  



     
 

 

• The potential Appalachian trail project could bring significant 
benefits to the rural villages.   

 
Lack of Identity Across the Council/ Scoping Study Area: The 
Regeneration section also undertook a ‘Basic Physical Audit’ of the scoping 
study village areas. The Regeneration section noted that the Audit flagged 
up lack of sense of identity and uniformity across the new Council area 
which the scheme could address through consistent branding and to create 
a focal point in each village (e.g. welcome sign, information panel, planting, 
bus shelter, post box). The signage could take the form of a ‘gateway 
project’ with information panels for each settlement.  

 

 
Parks  

 

At the time of the consultation there was no over-arching baseline for the 
Derry City & Strabane District Council area in terms of parks provision.  
Under the previous RDP, play development scheme secured in the region 
of £2million. Each cost in the region of £300,000 and were developed based 
on high quality and long lasting play equipment with a possible life span of 
c30 years. Play areas take at least a year to plan linked to planning 
permission, environmental impact and funding requirements. The play 
strategy recognizes three main types of play areas:  
• District Play area - e.g. St Colm’s Park and could be linked with the 
facilities available on site  

• Neighbourhood Play areas (1,000m walking distance) for teenagers – e.g. 
MUGAs, ball parks etc.  

• Local play areas (400 m walking distance) for local population catchments  

 

• Newtownstewart Playpark– likely to cost in the region of 
£310,000. This is a new play provision at Mourne Park to meet the 
play needs of the community and the wider rural hinterland. Project 
has been costed, has full council endorsement and planning 
permission.  

 

• Magheramason – site located beside a cricket pitch and would 
include include a MUGA. This is a new play provision and kick-

Note the play projects in (i) 
Newtownstewart (ii) Magheramason (iii) 
Strathfoyle (iv) Drumahoe and the needs 
identified in Culmore, Killen, Eglinton and 
Ballymagorry. 



     
 

about within a landscaped parkland to meet the need of the 
community and wider rural hinterland. Project has been costed, has 
full council endorsement and has full planning permission . This is 
likely to cost in the region of £600,000.  


• Strathfoyle – has already received funding from Council 

(£300,000) and DfC (£250,000) for Peoples Playpark. Strathfoyle 
also needs greenways and more shops and a MUGA. Land 
negotiations are underway in regard of land for the greenway in this 
area. There is a proposal for a new synthetic pitch provision for a 
new MUGA for youth provision to compliment the planned play 
environment. The project has been costed, endorsed by council 
and has full planning permission. The cost is in the region of 
£300,000  
 

• Drumahoe – has already received funding of £1m from the Big 
Lottery funded Spaces and Places programme, £300,000 from 
council and £200,000 from another source for the ‘Drumahoe 
District Park.’ WDR Taggart  were appointed as lead consultants in 
December in December 2016.  It is anticipated works will 
commence on site in June/ July 2017.  

 

• Culmore village – no play provision and no community centre. 
Council owns the land. There is a real and genuine need to develop 
new play provision. 

 

• Killen village beside the steel works. The space is owned by the 
community and not by the Council.  

 
• Eglinton – Council thinks there is a justifiable case to acquire the 

lands that adjoin the existing play area in the village to enhance the 
existing offering at this location. 

 

• Ballymagorry – there is a need here.  

 
Parks identified there is good play provision in Lettershandowney, Learmont 



     
 

and Newbuildings.  
 

 

Sports/Leisure Facilities  

 

 

Emerging trends from the Derry & Strabane District Council Sports Facility 
Strategy (Draft December 2016) include: 

 
• Need for additional AGPs/ 3Gs/ MUGAs - Investment in 3G Pitches 

& All Weather Surfaces  

• Lack of grass pitches - Investment in existing grass pitches 
generally and their supporting infrastructure i.e. changing facilities, 
possibly lighting to training area alongside pitch (if ground is of 
good enough quality)  

• Support for club-led projects (could be to assist with match funding 
for grant applications, or a one-off capital grant) such as  

• GAA, Football and Rugby – general investment in improved 
facilities  

• Sports Opportunities in Sion Mills  

• Development of Outdoor Recreation Activity Hubs angling, bowling, 
canoeing, cycling, & Walking and off road walking routes)  

•  Sperrins Heritage Centre - outdoor activities  

• Slieve Gallion - Mountain biking, walking 
 

• Prehen Boathouse – Rowing and Canoeing  

• Moor Lough - Canoeing/Walking/Cycling  

• Killeter Forest- Walking  
 

 

Note the reference to sport opportunities in 
Sion Mills & walking to Killeter Forest.  

Community Planning  It is anticipated that the Draft Derry & Strabane District Community Plan will 

be published in September 2017. Consultations with the Community Plan 

team informed the Scoping Study that the Draft Community Plan identifies 

three pillars for community planning, namely: 

 

• Social Well-being 

Ensure alignment with potential Village 
plans and the Council Community Plan and 
Local Community Plans. Potential role for 
the local community planning partnerships 
in each of the respective DEAs in the 
preparation of Village Plans.  



     
 

• Economic Well-being 

• Environmental Well-being   

 

It is anticipated that the draft of the eight local community plans will be 

complete in tandem with the Draft Derry & Strabane District Community 

Plan will be published in September 2017. The 8 local community plans 

(already published in a very early draft) will provide a clear outline of 

community priorities for each of the DEA areas. Council has appointed 

officers with responsibility for the implementation of local community plans.  

 
D&SDC are committed to establishing local community planning 
partnerships in each of the respective DEAs to enable people to become 
actively involved in the planning and delivery of community services and 
facilities. At the time of writing this Scoping Study report the final make-up 
of the partnerships is being consulted and agreed upon, however the 
following partnership arrangement is being considered by Council: 

 

• Elected members 

• Resident Panels (to be hosted twice yearly or more often if 
required) 

• Statutory Workshops (to be held quarterly)    
 

There are two Council Local Community Plan officers in each of the 
respective of the rural DEA’s areas who are responsible for the delivery of 
community planning and associated assistance to the rural community in 
the Council area. Draft Local Community Plans have been prepared in 
respect of the 8 DEAs in the Council area.  
 

 

 

 

Tourism  Identified the requirement to improve the environment associated with the 

International Appalachian Trail project to attract footfall to settlements and 
reference the following villages:  
 

• Killeter 

• Killen 

• Castlederg 

Note the potential tourism opportunities 
that can be supported by the preparation of 
Village Plans and the improvement of the 
environment within the villages/ 
settlements.  



     
 

• Newtownstewart 

• Plumbridge 

• Cranagh 
 
There could be potential to develop a cluster projects/ projects to support 
environmental improvements in these villages.  
 
The Council is currently working on SAINT Project – Slow Adventures in 
Northern Territories which has the potential to improve the vitality of many 
rural areas from an experiential tourism perspective around providing slow 
activities including food and heritage. Slow tourism includes pleasure trips 
and hiking, bicycling (mountain biking), equestrianism, rowing and other 
water sports, discovering subterranean caves (caving), visits to numerous 
protected areas, birdwatching, hot air ballooning, paragliding, dog sledding, 
cross country ski running, snowshoeing, etc. This type of tourism is based 
on a long-term vision and good relations with local communities as well as 
respect for the environment and its protection. The project has eleven 
partners across seven countries all working to develop new visitor 
experiences which will result in the creation of a transnational Slow 
Adventure Brand. The programme is led locally by Derry City and Strabane 
District Council, and is a Northern Periphery and Arctic Project, funded 
under the Interreg IVB NPA Programme.  
 
There is also potential across the area for water based tourism initiatives 
and activities.  The council is exploring a pilot scheme on blueways – 
activities along/off the route. It was recognised that there is a need for more 
infrastructure on waterways –developed in partnership with the Loughs 
Agency. The plethora of rivers and Loughs/ lakes in the area including the 
River Foyle, the Dennett River, the Glemornan River Heritage Trail (this site 
is important because it contains some of the earliest recorded occurrences 
of Dalradian pillow lavas in Ireland. Occurrences such as these are 
relatively rare in Ireland), Moorlough, Lough Ash, Benone Lake near 
Dunamanagh and Strabane Canal which all offer the catalyst for tourist 
based village clusters. 
 
Newtownstewart has the potential to be an international canoe centre. 
There is also a potential Greenway between Omagh and Newtownstewart. 



     
 

There is also a potential link with Fermanagh & Omagh Council. A Study 
also being done for Derg Valley Riverwalk by Council. 
 
The Sperrin Heritage Centre in Cranagh (located in another council area) 
needs additional resources to be more sustainable, however it was noted 
that the building is located outside the village centre/ settlement limit.  
 

PEACE IV  Derry & Strabane District Council Peace IV Partnership Board has been 
offered £6.1 million worth of funding under the European Union’s PEACE IV 
Programme. The Council’s Peace IV Programme will be delivered through a 
‘PEACE Action Plan’ focused on three key areas (i) Children and Young 
People (ii) Shared Spaces and Services and (iii) Building Positive Relations. 
It is anticipated that the PEACE IV Programme will run from June 2017 to 
December 2020.  
Shared Spaces and Services Initiative- Castlederg  
Of particular note within the PEACE IV Programme (as per the existing 
PEACE Action Plan) is the ‘Shared Spaces and Services’ initiative which 
prioritises a ‘Shared Space in Castlederg.’ This initiative will physically and 
socially connect the sports facilities in the ownership of St.Eugene’s GAC 
and Dergview FC, in order to create a shared space where the potential for 
encounters of people from diverse traditions is increased and opportunities 
are created for the exchange and learning in order to break down barriers. It 
is anticipated that the following actions will take place: 
Phase 1 (2017-2018) 

• Development of Audience Development Masterplan 

• Masterplan document 

• Land Identification, negotiation and agreement 

• Capital Works  
Phase 2 (2018-2020) 

• Implementation of Audience Development Plan and Animation of the 
shared space.  

 
Building Positive Relations Initiative- One Community   
Building Positive Relations,’ the third PEACE theme includes provision for a 
good relations officer working across the 8 DEAs.  In order to meet the 
legislative needs of the community planning process, the Community 
Services Section of DSCDC would employ a Good Relations Officer with 

The Scoping Study should have regard to 
the Peace IV Action Plan’ that focused on 
three key areas (i) Children and Young 
People (ii) Shared Spaces and Services 
and (iii) Building Positive Relations. Of 
particular note for the Scoping Study is the 
‘Shared Spaces and Services Initiative- 
Castlederg’, Building Positive Relations 
Initiative- One Community and the re-
bidding process that is being undertaken by 
the Peace IV team. 



     
 

the remit of mainstreaming Good Relations across the 8 District Electoral 
Area Local Action Plans. This officer will work with the Community 
Development Officers in each of the DEAs in order to mainstream good 
relations within each of the Community Plans. It is anticipated the following 
actions will take place: 
Phase 1 2017-2018  

• Recruit 1 Good Relations Community Planning Officer.  

• Establish a steering group with one ‘Good Relations’ champion (or chair) 
per 8 DEA Local Area Plans plus relevant DCSD staff. 
1 x initial GR/Equality focused facilitated workshop/dialogue x 8 local DEA 
plans.   

• Development of Action Plan to mainstream Good Relations in each of 8 
plans in agreement with the partnership tackling contentious issues and 
building united communities.  

• Delivery of actions/programmes.  
Phase 2 2018-2020  

• Review of phase 1 Action Plan and development of phase 2 Action Plan to 
further challenge and build capacity for tackling harder GR issues.  

• Exit strategy to ensure legacy of enhanced capacity and awareness is 
maintained. 
Additionally consultations with the D&SDC Peace IV team informed the 
project team that the Council are in the process of re-bidding for 
approximately £600,000 in respect of additional initiatives that did not form 
part of the £6.2 million funding award. These relate to good relations 
support/ development of shared spaces in the rural area focussed on (i) 
Castlederg and the surrounding settlements/ villages of Clady, Killen, 
Killeter, Aghyaren (ii) Strabane and surrounding settlements/ villages of 
Ballymagorry, Artigarvan, Sion Mills and Donemana and (iii) 
Newtownstewart and surrounding settlements/ villages of Ardstraw, Victoria 
Bridge, Plumbridge and Douglas Bridge. The Peace IV will not know if the 
additional funding application will be successful until July 2017.  

 
 

Capital Projects The Derry City and Strabane District Council has a Capital Programme led 
by the Capital Review Group which meets every two months and which 
comprises elected members, Directors, the Chief Executive and the Head of 
Service. Its role is to activate capital projects and any significant revenue 

Note the Council commitment to 5% match 
funding for village renewal projects.  

Note the potential revenue implications for 



     
 

projects that have an impact on rates. Feasibility studies, a business case, 
economic appraisals etc. are required for all capital projects and design, 
planning and other fees are capitalised alongside the capital build itself. 
There are different types of projects: 
 

• Projects that are completed; 

• Projects that are in progress and fully funded;  

• Projects that are progressing but for which funding has not yet 
been secured.  

• Community planning projects which the council has been asked 
to supported- some of which are driven by third party promoters. 

 
Council has committed to providing the 5% match for all Village Renewal 
projects.  
 
Council will have significant interest in the potential revenue implications for 
Council arising from any potential projects. Noted that the Parks projects 
and Regeneration projects were the most advanced within the Council area.  
 
 

Council arising from potential projects.   

 

  



   
 

Appendix 5.0- (i) Village Review Summaries (ii) DEA Village Function Review RDP Renewal 
Scheme (iii) Figures No. 5.1- No. 5.6  
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Sperrin DEA 

Plumbridge 

Plumbridge is a crossroads settlement on the banks of the Glenelly River and serves a dispersed 

rural hinterland which includes the Glenelly Valley. The settlement is located within the Sperrins Area 

of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Plumbridge is within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland 

and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is designated as a 

‘village’ within the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. Plumbridge has an estimated population of 234 

persons (2011). Plumbridge amenities include ample public space within the centre comprising a park 

with play area, public toilet facilities and car parking. Plumbridge has recently benefitted from the 

provision of a MUGA. The settlement has number of unoccupied/ underutilised buildings. The ‘Plum-

bridge’ itself is listed structure with special protection while the Church of the Sacred Heart is also a 

listed building. Plumbridge is located on the ‘H.E.A.R.T Public Art tour.’ The area is rich in 

archaeological remains including ring forts, megalithic tombs and stone circles.  

Plumbridge has an existing Village Plan that identifies numerous projects to enhance village renewal 

and these are listed below.  

Village Plan Derelict/ Vacant Site Enhancements Projects 
 

 The Creamery Site.  

 Plum Tree Cafe & adjacent pub.   

 St. Joseph’s High School Site 
 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements Projects 
 

 Upgrade play facilities; establish pedestrian access to Glenelly River 

 Introduce a village square. 

 Redesign riverside park and playground. 

 Establish a pedestrian footbridge. 

 Cycle hire facility. 

 Introduce new and upgrade existing walking routes 
 

Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural heritage 
  

 Interpretation signage for Plumbridge  
 

Village Plan Gateway Projects 
 

 Improve physical appearance of approach routes.  
 

Public consultation undertaken as part of this scoping study also identified the following potential 

village renewal projects.   

 Develop the old creamery site in Plumbridge  

 Redevelopment of St.Josephs school site (involved in developing a Sustainability Plan 

supported by DC& SDC).  

 Develop a safe walkway round the village. 

The Council physical identified the potential for an environmental improvement scheme in the village 

and an upgrade of the existing gateway signage.   
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Douglas Bridge 

Douglas Bridge, a linear settlement located seven miles south of Strabane and fourteen miles north of 

Omagh, is situated to the western edge of the Sperrin Mountains. Douglas Burn, a fast-flowing 

stream, runs east to west through the centre of the village. The settlement of Douglas Bridge has an 

estimated population of 124 persons (2011). Douglas Bridge is within the top 30% of deprived areas 

in Northern Ireland and is within the top 20% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is 

designated as a ‘hamlet’ within the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. The former village shop and post 

office are currently derelict in the centre of the village. There are several features that are recognised 

for their industrial heritage including the Rail Bridge, Bridge across Douglas Burn, Flax Kiln, Flax Mill 

and Corn Mill Site. The area is located within the Foyle Valley Landscape Character Area and 

proximate to the Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

Douglas Bridge has an existing Village Plan prepared in 2011. The key aims from the Village Plan are 

to improve existing and develop new community facilities, enhance the physical appearance of the 

bridge, develop tourism facilities, improve villages services/infrastructure and to upgrade the walking 

connections. The plan identified a number of village renewal projects which are outlined below. 

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements Projects 
  

 Former Village Shop. 

 Former Post Office.  

 Former Mill Site. 
 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements Projects 
 

 Connections to River Mourne.  

 Connections to Sperrin Mountain Tourism.  

 Leverage Douglas Burn.  

 Promote Fishing as a Tourist Attraction. 

 Riverside Walk between Douglas Bridge and Victoria Bridge.           

 Promote new and existing walking routes. 
 

Village Plan Shopfront Enhancements Projects 
 

 Properties on Camus Road.  
 

Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural Heritage Projects:  
 

 Highlight importance of River Crossing.  

 Former Mill Site. 
 

The Council audit identified that ‘gateway signage’ would benefit the settlement.  

Cranagh 

The settlement of Cranagh sits perched on the slopes of the Glenelly Valley in the heart of the Sperrin 

Mountains and Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty an also within the ‘Glenelly Valley 

Landscape Character Area.’ Its prominent church and attractive main street sits within a landscape of 

breath-taking views across the valley to the mountain ridges beyond. The Glenelly River flows 

adjacent to the settlement through to Plumbridge (which is located approximately 7 miles away). 

Cranagh has an estimated population of 62 persons (2011). Cranagh is within the top 30% of 

deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. 

The settlement is identified as a ‘hamlet’ in the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. 
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The settlement has an existing Village Plan which identified numerous village renewal projects 

outlined below: 

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements 
 

 Public Toilet enhancement 
 
Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  
 

 Glenelly River Fishing Project; Mountain Activity Centre (Sperrin Mountains).  

 Walking and Cycling Network. 

 Outdoor Gym and Fitness Equipment; Community Gardens.  

 Wildlife Garden.  

 Street Lighting Extension 
 
Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural heritage 
 

 Heritage Trail/Historic Interpretation Panels 
 
Village Plan Gateway Projects:  

 

 Village Entrance Features; Floral & Tree Planting 

The Council physical audit noted that upgrade of the existing public toilets represented a potential 

environmental improvement project and that the settlement would benefit from improved ‘gateway 

signage.’ 

Cloghcor  

Cloghcor is a small settlement, with a strong sense of identity, situated off the Strabane to Derry/ 

Londonderry (T3) road. There are no population statistics available for the settlement. The settlement 

does not have an established settlement core but does have a primary school and a listed Church 

building St Mary’s Church. The settlement is designated as ‘hamlet’ within the Strabane Area Plan 

1986-2001.  Cloghcor is within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 

30% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Artigarvan  

Artigarvan is a village located on the banks of Glenmornan River. Aritigarvan has a population of 730 

(2011).  Artigarvan is within the top 40% of most deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the 

top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. Artigarvan is designated as a ‘village’ within the 

Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  The village has an attractive rural setting with views of the Foyle 

Artigarvan has small settlement core with a number of shops, established housing and a large derelict 

site located within the settlement. There are several sites noted in the NIEA industrial heritage records 

including Bleach Mill Iron Foundry Smithy Saw Mill, Malison Bridge and Catherine’s Bridge. The 

Council physical audit noted the settlement would benefit from an improvement to gateway signage. 

Artigarvan does not have an existing Village Plan.  

 

Glenmornan 

Glenmornan is located approximately 3km south-east of Artigarvan within the Sperrins Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty. The settlement developed parallel to the Glenmornan River. The 

settlement has an estimated population of 142 Glenmornan has a population of 142 (2011). 

Glenmornan is within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% 

under the Proximity to Service domain. Glenmornan is identified as a ‘hamlet’ in the Strabane Area 

Plan 1986-2001.  
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The settlement has numerous amenities including a play park facility, an all-weather pitch next to a 

community centre and a primary school. There are several visitor destination points and facilities in 

the surrounding area including Trout fishing on the Moor Lough, Horse riding at Ballyskeagh Stables, 

Walking in various Sperrin Trails and Stone Circle at Knocknahora Townland. The settlement has an 

existing Village Plan which identified numerous projects to encourage village renewal.  

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  
 

 Open grassland above existing play park (potential site for allotment/community gardens) 

 Upgrade urban realm and appearance of vacant sites.  
 
Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  
 

  Walking trails around Glenmornan Village and River.  

  MUGA 

  Improvements to existing play area. 

  Trim Trail stations around GAA pitch. 

  New Skate/BMX track 

  
Village Plan Gateway Projects:   
 

 Entrance Village Signage and Planters 

The Council physical audit noted that the settlement could benefit from ‘gateway signage’ and 

improvements to the bus stop.   

Donemana  

Donemana is a settlement which has developed alongside the Burn Dennet River and characterised 

by steep slopes and is contained within the ‘The Sperrin Foothills Landscape Character Area and 

within the Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Donemana has a population of 586 (2011). 

Donemana is within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% 

under the Proximity to Service domain. Donemana is designated as a ‘village’ within the Strabane 

Area Plan 1986-2001.  Donemana is part of the ‘Ulster Scot Trail’, the ‘Foyle Landscape Heritage 

Trail’ and the H.E.A.R.T Public Art tour.   

Donemana has a number of amenities including a play area, cricket pitches and the Burn Dennet 

River. Donemana also benefits from interpretative historical signage. There are a number of 

vacant/derelict buildings within the settlement. The Donemana Presbyterian Church (HB1009005) is a 

listed building within the settlement and there are also numerous NIEA industrial heritage listed 

records including the Paper Flax Mill Site, Donemana Bridge and Flax Mill site. Donemana has an 

existing Village Plan that identifies a number of village renewal projects, outlined below.  

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  
 

 Upgrade vacant sites (The Mart) 
 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  
 

 Develop/ emphasise waters ports on the Burn Dennett  

 Multi-Functional Village Square. 
 

Village Plan Shopfront Enhancements:  
 

 Enhanced Public Realm Scheme. 
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Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural heritage:  
 

 Earl’s Gift Castle. 

 Linen Industry (Donemana Heritage Trail) 
 

Village Plan Gateway Projects 
  

 Improve connectivity with walkways (Burn Dennet Walkway, Black Park Pathway) 

The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from improvements to the gateway signage, 

planters and the bus shelter.  Public consultation undertaken as part of this scoping study outlined a 

need to address derelict buildings within the village particularly the parish hall.  

 

Aghabrack 

Aghabrack is a small settlement located within the Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The 

linear settlement is located between Donemana and Plumbridge on B48/Lisnaragh Road. Aghabrack 

is within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the 

Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is identified as a ‘hamlet’ within the Strabane Area Plan 

1986-2001.  

There are no population statistics available for the settlement. There are several areas of historical 

interest within the settlement limits such as the historical monument Cairn (TYR006038) and 

Ballynamallaght Bridge, Corn Kiln and Ballix Bridge which are all features of industrial heritage. St 

Mary’s Church (HB1009006) is a listed building in Aghabrack.  

The Council audit noted that the settlement does not have existing gateway signage. The settlement 

does not have a Village Plan prepared.  

Altishane  

Altishane is a small settlement located south of Donemana in the Sperrins Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty. Altishane is within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the 

top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘hamlet’ within the 

Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. The settlement does not have an established core but does have an 

existing primary school. Dunnyhoe Bridge is contained within the NIEA Industrial Heritage records. 

The Council audit noted that the settlement does not have existing gateway signage. The settlement 

does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Donagheady 

Donagheady is a compact crossroads settlement located north-east of Strabane. Donagheady is 

within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity 

to Service domain. The Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001 designates the settlement as a ‘hamlet.’ The 

settlement has an estimated population of 123 (2011). 

There are two listed buildings within the settlement limits No. 50 Altrest Road and Donagheady 2
nd

 

Presbyterian church. Cist Burial (TYR002021) is noted as an archaeological feature on the NIEA sites 

and monuments record. The Council audit noted that potential gateway signage would benefit the 

settlement. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Carnanreagh 

Carnanreagh is a small settlement lying within the Sperrins Area of Natural Beauty (AONB) and is 

situated at the crossroads of the Carnanreagh and Crockmore Roads.  Carnanreagh is within the top 

30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service 
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domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. 

Population statistics are not available for the settlement. The Council audit noted that the settlement 

would benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ Carnanreagh does not have an existing Village Plan.    

Craigbane 

Craigbane is a small settlement located south of Claudy within the Sperrins Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty. It consists of a linear road frontage development of individual houses and farms with 
associated outbuildings. Craigbane is within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is 
within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘small 
settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. The key feature of the settlement is St. Joseph’s Church 
located on the southern side of Slieveboy Road. The Council audit noted that the settlement would 
benefit from ‘gateway signage. Craigbane does not have an existing Village Plan. 

Ballyrory 

Ballyrory is situated on the edge of the Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty approximately 4 
kilometres north west of Park. The settlement has an estimated population of 68 persons (2011). 
Ballyrory is within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under 
the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement amenities include a local shop, a housing estate and 
single roadside housing sites. The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from 
‘gateway signage.’ There is no Village Plan prepared in respect of the settlement.  

Straidarran 

Straidarran is located 4 kilometres south east of Claudy village along the Glenshane Road (B74). It is 

linear in nature extending some one kilometre along the B74 with part also extending along the minor 

Clagan Road and comprises 3 separate parts (as defined by the Derry City Area Plan 2011). The 

settlement has an estimated population of 401 persons (2011). Straidarran is within the top 30% of 

deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. 

The settlement is designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011 and has limited 

local amenities in terms of service provision. There are a number of historical features contained 

within the settlement on the NIEA Industrial Heritage records including the ‘Limekiln on Edge 

of Quarry’, Thrashing Machine, Bridge, Tannery Tan Yard & Corn Mill Site and Old Mill. The 

Council audit identified that the settlement does not have existing gateway signage and 

would benefit from the same. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Tullintrain 

Tullintrain is located 4 kilometres south of Claudy village along the Longland Road. It is enclosed by 
the surrounding topography and comprises a loose cluster of farm groups and individual buildings 
with an Orange Hall providing a focal point. Tullintrain is within the top 30% of multiple deprived areas 
in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. Population 
statistics are not available for the settlement. Tullintrain is designated a ‘small settlement’ within the 
Derry City Area Plan 2011. There is an existing disused sandpit in the centre of the settlement. The 
Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway signage.’  

Ballymagorry  

Ballymagorry is a settlement located north of Strabane and west of Artigarvan. The settlement lies on 

the main A5 route between Derry and Strabane and the Glenmornan river defines the southern 

settlement limit of the village. It has a population of 608. Ballymagorry is within the top 40% of 

deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. 

Ballymagorry is identified as a ‘village’ within the Strabane Area Plan 2011 and primarily serves a 

residential function with some local amenities including local shops. Ballymagorry has an existing 

walkway which takes in a part of the Strabane canal walkway. The settlement does not have a Village 

Plan. There are a number of listed buildings which reference Ballymagorry’s historical past associated 

with rail development (Ballymagorry Railway and Pump Main). The Ballymagorry Bridge is a listed 
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structure. Public consultation undertaken as part of this scoping study also identified the following 

potential village renewal projects.  

 Erection of Clock in centre of village  

 Edging of the footpath grass verges, badly over grown, 

 Play area plus M.U.G.A/  allotments,  

 Men’s shed,  

 Bus Shelters (3no) 

 Notice Board for information to local residents 

 New welcome signage to Ballymagorry  

 Village Plan for the settlement. 

 History Board given details of the local area also to help the tourist tail, - Environmental 

nature walks. 

 Improve Accessibility of Ballymagorry Old Railway Station  

 River walk for access to the river  

 

Park 

Park is located within the Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The village lies five miles 

south east of Claudy, eighteen miles south of Limavady and twenty miles south of Strabane. Park is 

within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity 

to Service domain. The settlement has a population of 520 persons (2011). Park is designated as a 

‘Village’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011.  

The settlement has numerous beneficial amenities with the primary school on the edge of the 

settlement whist others such as St. Marys Church and community hall are further removed from the 

village centre and lie outside the proposed development limit. There is also a playpark located at the 

Learmount Community Centre. The Village Green and Learmount Forest offer extensive walking 

trails. The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from the regeneration of the Quigleys 

Saw Mill site as a potential; and potential property improvement works along the Learmount Rd.  Park 

has an existing Village Plan that identifies a number of village renewal projects- refer below:  

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements: 
 

 Develop Quigley’s Mill as a visitor attraction.  

 Public Toilet Site. 
 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements 
 

 Upgrade entrance to Learmount Forest Park and Community Centre; 

 Enhanced management and expansion of Learmount Forest Park. 

 Establish community allotments; develop a high-quality village square 

 Introduce signage and interpretation at River Faughan; develop a golf club house; convert 
Park FC conversion to shared space (linked to Learmount Forest). 

 
Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural Heritage 
 

 Develop Quigleys Mill as a tourist attraction  

 Learmount Castle and associated assets.  

 Introduce interpretation of ancient chambered grave. 
 
Village Plan Gateway Projects:  
 

 Undertake boundary improvement works. 

 Street tree planting along Learmount Road. 
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Public consultation undertaken in respect of this scoping study identified that the community wished to 

address the following aspects of the settlement (i) Park Soccer Pitch & Clubhouse (ii) Park Village 

and (iii) Learmount Forest.  

 

Derg DEA 

Killeter 

Killeter or ‘Coill Íochtair’ meaning lower wood is located in the former Strabane District Council area 
and sits along an ancient pilgrimage trail which winds its way to Loughderg. Killeter is situated in close 
proximity to the County Donegal border. The village lies five miles south-west of Castlederg, sixteen 
miles from Strabane and twenty-one miles from Omagh. The population of Killeter village is estimated 
at 92 (Village Plan 2013). The village is within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and 
is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. Killeter is designated a ‘village’ within the 
Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. Killeter is a linear settlement which functions as small service centre 
for a dispersed rural hinterland. Killeter’s amenities include a small main street, a heritage centre and 
an information centre and associated information signage/ interpretation panels for tourist amenities in 
the area. Killeter has two derelict buildings on the main street. Killeter has existing Forest Trails- 
‘Killeter Forest Trails’ that represent an asset to the village. The annual Sperrins & Killeter Walking 
Festival is organised event where walkers of all ages and abilities have the chance to get outside and 
explore the beauty, history and heritage of the Sperrins and Killeter region. The village could benefit 
from potential linkages to the Apalachian trail.  

Killleter has an existing Village Plan prepared in 2014. The Village Plan identified numerous projects 
to assist with village renewal. These include: 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements 
 

 Enhance Killeter Forest Walking Trails (project progressed) 

 River Derg Pathway  

 Dedicated fishing stands  

 Canoe access point 

 Riverside Cottage 

 Heritage Centre improvement works 
 
Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural Heritage 
 

 Enhance historic sites (Ulster Pilgrimage Trail, Killeter Heritage Trail) 

 Develop Derg to Lough Derg Old Pilgrimage Trail 

 Progress projects that will improve access to the countryside (International Appalachian Trail) 
 
Village Plan Gateway Projects:   
 

 Improvement of retaining wall at entrance of village   

 Develop village gateway signage  

The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from new gateway signage and note the 
potential for an environmental improvement scheme at the existing picnic area in the settlement.  

 

Killen 

Killen is a village located to the south of Castlederg, with an estimated population of 269 persons 
(2011). Killen is located within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 
10% under the Proximity to Service domain. Killen is designated a ‘village’ within the Strabane Area 
Plan 1986-2001 
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Killen is a linear village; a reflection of its hillcrest location with a distinct village identity. Killen is 
located in proximity to Killeter on the B72 leading to Castlederg. Killen local amenities include a 
football pitch, a primary school and an established core. Killen has one central vacant shop. Killen 
does not have an existing Village Pan. The village could benefit from potential linkages to the 
Apalachian trail. Consultations with DC&SDC informed that there is a potential need for playpark 
provision in the settlement.  

 

Garvetagh 

Garvetagh is a small linear rural settlement located in the former Strabane District Council area in 
close proximity to Castlederg. The settlement is located at the junction of a number of minor roads. 
Garvetagh has a estimated population of 66 persons (2011) and is located within the top 30% of 
deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 10% under the Proximity of Services 
domain. Garvetagh was designated as a ‘hamlet’ within the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  

Garvetagh has limited local amenities which include an existing church. The Council audit noted that 
the settlement would benefit from ’Gateway Signage.’ Garvetagh does not have an existing Village 
Plan.  

 

Spamount 

Spamount is located on the southern bank of the River Derg and for the most part is flat and low-lying 
in character and is located east of Castlderg. The village historically developed in association with the 
former woollen mill and today the mill represents industrial heritage. Spamount has an estimated 
population of 246 persons (2011). The settlement is located within the top 30% of multiple deprived 
areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 10% in the proximity to services domain. 
Spamount is designated as ‘village’ in the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  Spamount’s existing 
amenities include two pitches, a primary school and a play park. Spamount does not have a village 
plan. The Council Audit noted that the settlement would benefit from ’Gateway Signage.’ 

 

Aghyaran  

Aghyaran is a small rural settlement located on the River Derg east of Castlederg and is 
characterised by dispersed residential development. There are no population statistics available for 
Aghyaran. Aghyaran is located within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located 
within the top 10% in the proximity to services domain. Aghyaran is designated as a ‘hamlet’ in the 
Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  The former Smithy Aghyaran Post Office is a listed building and the 
village has two sites/monuments recorded (enclosure and Holy Well). Aghyaran does not have an 
existing village plan.  The Council Audit noted that the settlement would benefit from an improvement 
to the existing ’Gateway Signage.’ 

 

Castlederg 

Castlederg is a large rural settlement in the Derg River valley and functions as an important service 
centre for the rural hinterland. The town is situated mainly to the north of the River Derg where there 
is an established town centre. Castlederg has a population of 2,976 (2011). The settlement is located 
within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 40% for the 
proximity to services domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘town’ within the Strabane Area Plan 
1986-2001.  

Castlederg has numerous listed buildings including Derg Parish Church, Castlederg Bridge, Castleerg 
Methodist Church , S.Patricks Church and the former railway station structure. The village is on the 
National Cycle Network and is located at the beginning of the Derg Valley Route to Newtonstewart. 
Castlederg amenities include gateway signage, established residential community, 2 large playing 
pitches, a central square and a leisure centre. Castlederg is part of the H.E.A.R.T Public Art tour. 
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There is identified dereliction in the town centre with potential for site enhancements at the former 
police station site, the old hospital and the ambulance station. The settlement does not have a Village 
Plan. Castlederg will benefit from PEACE IV funding ‘Shared Space in Castlederg’ an initiative that 
will physically and socially connect the sports facilities in the ownership of St.Eugene’s GAC and 
Dergview GAC.  It is anticipated that this project will take place between 2017-2020. Consultations 
undertaken as part of this scoping study noted community identified the need for a potential shop front 
enhancement scheme. 

Erganagh  

The settlement of Erganagh is approximately located 2 miles east of from Castlederg within the Derg 
Valley. The village is centred around 3 public roads and has a population of 498 (2011). The 
settlement is located within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the 
top 20% for the proximity to services domain.  Erganagh is designated as a ‘village’ in the Strabane 
Area Plan 1986-2001.  

Erganagh has several features recorded on the NIEA industrial heritage including the existing bridge, 
flax hole, flax mill site and bleach woollen mills. The village has no central core but dispersed housing 
with one Mace shop. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan. The Council Audit noted 
that the settlement would benefit from an improvement to the existing ’Gateway Signage.’ 

 

Clady  

Clady or ‘Claidigh’ is a settlement located along the border with County Donegal. Clady has a 
compact settlement form and is located approximately 4 miles from Strabane. The settlement is 
located east of the river Finn.  Clady has a population of 538 (2011). The settlement is located within 
the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 20% for the proximity 
to services domain. Clady was designated ‘village’ in the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.   

Clady has two listed buildings which are the Grove (HB 1008001) and Clady Bridge (HB1008002) 
along with several historic buildings including Clady Burn, Urney Fort, Urney Chocolate Factory and 
an old railway track.  

Clady amenities include a cluster of shops and Urney St. Columba’s GAC. Additionally, there is a 
centrally located derelict shop and 3 vacant lots in the core surrounding the bridge.  

Clady has a Village Plan that was prepared in July 2014.  The plan sought to facilitate economic, 
environmental, physical and social improvements in Clady over the next 15 years.  The Village Plan 
identified numerous projects to assist with village renewal. These include;  

Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  
 

 Site/property at Clady Bridge. 
 
Environmental Improvements:  
 

 Improve linkages and interpretation to/of bridge and stream 

 Promote fishing opportunities along River Finn 

 Expansion of village footpaths. 
 

Gateway Projects:   
 

 Improvement to entrance points into the village. 

The Council audit identified the potential for improvements to Gateway Signage, a potential 
environmental improvement project associated with the river Finn and a ‘derelict & vacant site’ project 
to address the vacant property at the listed Clady Bridge. 
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Sion Mills 

Sion Mills is located 2 miles south of Strabane and is located immediately to the west of the River 
Mourne. It is located along the main Omagh to Strabane road. Sion Mills has a population of 1,907 
persons (2011). The settlement is located within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland 
and is located within the top 40% for the proximity to services domain. Sion Mills is identified as a 
‘town’ within the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.   

Sion Mills has a designated Conservation Area which encompasses a large proportion of the central 

settlement area including the flax spinning mill complex to the east of the village stretching across the 

Strabane/Newtownstewart Road beyond St.Theresa’s Church & existing Presbyterian Church to the 

west. The Conservation Area also includes individual buildings of considerable architectural merit and 

character. There are specific design guidelines prepared by the former Department of the 

Environment for development in the Conservation Area. There are many listed buildings which include 

Church of the Good Shephard & Ricardo Monument (HB1007002), Sion Mills Former Elementary 

School (HB1007007) and St. Theresa’s Church. Sion Mills is part of the ‘H.E.A.R.T Public Art Trail’ 

and boosts a ‘Flax Spinner’ public art sculpture located at the top of Mill Lane. Sion Mills has a 

‘Master of Linens Trail’ and ‘Treasure Trail.’ Sion Mills is also located on the ‘Foyle Landscape 

Heritage Trail.’ 

Sion Mills does not have an existing Village Plan. DC&SDC has confirmed and approved a budget of 
€30,000 for a heritage- led regeneration masterplans for the settlement. It is anticipated that Council 
will engage consultants to undertake the masterplan within the upcoming months. The masterplan will 
consider key thematic areas around heritage, conservation, regeneration sites, access and recreation.  

Consultations undertaken as part of this Scoping Study identified a number of projects proposed by 
the community including;   

 Rejuvenate the disused Playpark at Parkside Gardens. 

 Upgrade the grass-area at West View Terrace  

 Upgrade the village Historical/Heritage signs  

The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from an environmental improvements 

scheme, in particular the frontage of Alexander Place.  

 

Ardstraw 

Ardstraw is a compact settlement located along the River Derg, approximately three miles northwest 
of Newtownstewart. The estimated population of the village is 221 (2011).  The settlement is located 
within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 20% for the 
proximity to services domain. Ardstraw is identified as a ‘village’ in the Strabane Area Plan 2986-
2001.  

Ardstraw has a compact central core. The Council audit notes the need for environmental 
improvements, improved gateway signage and potential for a derelict/ vacant site project to address 
derelict buildings at Carnkenny road. There are recorded industrial heritage sites recorded in Ardstraw 
including the Corn Kiln, Ardstraw Bridge (also a listed structure) and Creamery (NIEA- Monuments 
and Buildings Record). Ardstraw does not have an existing Village Plan.  

 

Victoria Bridge 

Victoria Bridge is a small settlement located on the banks of the River Mourne. Victoria Bridge has an 
estimated population of 383 persons (2011).  The settlement is located within the top 30% of deprived 
areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 20% for the proximity to services domain. 
Victoria Bridge is identified as a ‘village’ within the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  Victoria Bridge is 
home to a fine stone bridge (which is contained within the NIEA Industrial Heritage records), recently 
restored. Victoria Bridge has community facilities including a small primary school and playing fields. 
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Victoria Bridge has an existing Village Plan completed in 2013. The Village Plan identified numerous 
projects to assist with village renewal. These include: 

 
Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  
 

 Develop walkway from Sion Mills to Victoria Bridge  

 Improve connections to the River Mourne 

 Development of local river and railway greenways (Omagh to Strabane route)  

 Develop village Path network; develop a MUGA  

 Develop small gardens/allotments 
 

Village Plan Conservation & Upgrade of Rural and Cultural Heritage:  
 

 Restoration of 3 railway bridges 

 Giant’s Grave archaeological restoration. 
 

The Council audit noted that improvements to the gateway signage would benefit the settlement. 

 

Glebe 

Glebe is an existing settlement located on the A5, approximately 1km to the south of Sion Mills. The 
population of Glebe was recorded as 734 persons (2011). The settlement is located within the top 
30% of multiple deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 20% for the proximity 
to services domain. Glebe developed as a linear settlement developed along the Garvan Road 
between two former cross-roads with a strong focus at the centre of the village around St. Theresa’s 
Primary School.  Glebe is identified as a ‘village’ in the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001.  

The settlement has amenities including a playing pitch and playpark however there is a recognised 
requirement for a community building in the settlement as the community is currently utilising a 
portacabin. The Village Plan identified numerous projects to assist with village renewal. These 
include; (insert projects from the village plan). 

Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  

 Central Shop  
 

Environmental Improvements:  

 Develop community garden allotments 

 MUGA 

 Develop a trim trail and exercise stations. 
 

Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural heritage:  

 Further develop “Glebe Waters” and Salmon fishing spot on the Mourne River. 
 
The Council audit noted that improvements to the gateway signage would benefit the settlement.  
 

Newtownstewart  

Newtownstewart is located approximately 10-miles north of Omagh and 10-miles south of Strabane 

located on the banks of the River Mourne within the greater Foyle Valley Area. The town has a wide 

main street where much of the original architecture character has been preserved. The population of 

the settlement was recorded as 1,551 persons (2011).  The settlement is located within the top 20% 

of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located within the top 30% for the proximity to services 

domain. The settlement is identified as a ‘town’ in the Strabane Area Development Plan 1986-2001. 

Newtownstewart has a designated Conservation Area. The Conservation Area encompasses the 

historic core and includes most of the listed buildings in the settlement- including Main Street, 

Townhall Street, Castle Brae, St.Eugene’s street, Moyle road and Dublin road.   Newtownstewart has 
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numerous historical features including Stewarts Castle, Stone Head and Newtownstewart Station. 

The former Department of Environment issued conservation guidelines for development taking place 

in the conservation area. Several listed buildings are dotted throughout the settlement including St 

Eugene’s Church of Ireland, Northern Bank and Newtownstewart Old Bridge. Newtownstewart is 

located on ‘Foyle Landscape Heritage Trail.’ Newtownstewart is part of the H.E.A.R.T Public Art tour 

Consultation with the Parks section of DC&SDS outlined that planning permission has recently been 
secured for Mourne Park playpark in the settlement. DC&SDC intend to undertake a shopfront 
improvement scheme in Main Street in association with business/ property owners in the town. At the 
time of writing this scoping study Council were expecting to engage consultants to prepare design 
concepts to planning stages.  

Newtownstewart has an existing Village Plan that identified numerous projects to assist with village 
renewal. These include;  

Environmental Improvements:  
 

 Hub for National Cycle Network 

 Develop new connections between the town centre and the River 

 Enhance and extend the riverside walkway 

 Introduce new riverfront development 

 Improve the physical appearance of approach routes 

 Introduce distinct gateway signage 

 Promote fishing and canoeing as tourist attractions 

 Develop community allotments. 
 

Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural Heritage 
 

 Develop access to Harry Avery Castle. 

 Renovation and improvements to local historic assets including Newtownstewart Castle. 
 

Shopfront Enhancements 
  

 Carry out frontage improvement scheme to properties on Main street. 
 

Community consultation identified community requirements for the Mourne Park playpark and 
potentially a shop front improvement scheme in the settlement. The Council audit noted dereliction 
and vacancy on Dublin Rd, Main Street and St.Eugenes street and highlighted the potential for a 
shopfront enhancement scheme.   

 

Drumlegagh  

Drumlegagh is a compact settlement development centred around the church, school and business 
premises on the Drumlegagh Church Road, with an estimated population of 92 persons (2011).  The 
settlement is located within the top 20% of multiple deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is located 
within the top 30% for the proximity to services domain. The settlement is identified as a ‘hamlet’ in 
the Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001. Drumlegagh does not have an existing Village Plan. The 
settlement has limited amenities with a convenience store and dispersed housing. The Council audit 
noted that the settlement would benefit from a potential gateway project to address a ‘tired bus stop’ 
and erelict phone box at the entrance to the village.  
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Faughan DEA 

Magheramason 

Magheramason is a settlement located on Victoria Road/A5 leading to Newbuildings and Derry/ 

Londonderry. Magheramason is functions primarily as a residential centre with local services. The 

settlement has an estimated population of 474 persons (2011).  Magheramason is located within the 

top 40% deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service 

domain. Magheramason Presbyterian church is a listed building. Magheramason is identified as a 

‘village’ within the ‘Strabane Area Plan 1984-2001.’ The settlement does not have an existing Village 

Plan.  Consultations with DC&SDC Parks section identified that there is planning permission for a 

play-area (Magheramason play-project) and associated MUGA in the settlement to meet a need in the 

local community and surrounding area.  

 

Bready  

Bready is a small settlement located close to the Foyle River. The population of Bready is 231 

persons (2011). ).  Bready is located within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is 

within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘hamlet’ 

within the ‘Strabane Area Plan 1984-2001.’ St John’s Church of Ireland (HB1010007) is a listed 

building within the settlement of Bready. The settlement is primarily residential in nature with an 

existing community building- the Sollus centre, and is also on the ‘Ulster Scots Heritage Trail.’ Bready 

is part of the ‘Foyle Landscape Heritage Trail.’  Bready does not have an existing Village Plan.  

 

Ardmore 

Ardmore is a small settlement located outside Derry/ Londonderry along the Ardmore river in close 

proximity to the river Faughan and Ardmore Country Park. Ardmore has an estimated population of 

433 (2011). Ardmore is located within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within 

the top 20% under the Proximity to Service domain. Ardmore is identified as a ‘small settlement’ 

within the Derry Area Plan 2011. The primary function of the settlement is as a residential centre 

(public and private housing). The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway 

signage’ and identified derelict property along the approach road from Derry/ Londonderry. There are 

a number of listed properties within the settlement (Ardmore House & Glenkeen house). Ardmore 

Bridge is recorded in NIEA’s Industrial Heritage record. Ardmore does not have an existing Village 

Plan.  

 

Newbuildings 

Newbuildings is located immediately south of the city of Derry/ Londonderry, on the east shore of the 

River Foyle. Newbuildings has a population of 2,611 persons (2011). Newbuildings is located within 

the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 40% under the Proximity to 

Service domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘village’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. The 

settlement has an established core with a number of local shops that serve the existing residential 

communities. There is primary school and community centre. There is dereliction/ vacant sites at the 

junction of Victoria Road and Dun Castle Road. Newbuildings has an existing Village Plan that 

identifies a number of village renewal projects outlined below.  

Village Plan Derelict Vacant Site Enhancements:  

 Dam Row site 

 Former IAWS site  

 Victoria Road Site  
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 Former Desmond’s Factory site 

Village Plan Environmental Improvements:  

 Develop connections to the River Foyle. 

 Improve pedestrian permeability through crossing points. 

Village Plan Gateway Projects:   

 Reinforce gateways to increase sense of arrival. 

Community consultation undertaken as part of this scoping study report identified the following 

potential community village renewal projects: 

 Development of the Community centre to increase capacity          

 Improve the derelict ground on the approach to the village and provide a shared space. 

 

Strathfoyle  

Strathfoyle is an existing settlement located approximately 8km north-east of Derry/ Londonderry. The 

settlement is along the River Foyle to the west and is bounded by existing industry (Lisahally) to the 

north. Strathfoyle has a population of 2,419 persons (2011). Strathfoyle is located within the top 20% 

of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service 

domain. Strathfoyle is designated as a ‘Village’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. Strathfoyle functions 

primarily as residential settlement with a number of local shops. Strathfoyle does not have an existing 

Village Plan. Consultations with DC&SDC outlined that funding has been secured for the provision of 

a play-park in Strathfoyle (£300,000 from DS&SDC and £250,000 from the Department for 

Communities).  

The Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ Community 

consultations undertaken as part of this scoping study identified the following priority community 

projects.  

 Completion of the Strathfoyle Play Park (Ongoing) 

 Strathfoyle Greenway/Cycle-path  

 Secure funding for the successful completion of a Multi Use Games Area  (MUGA) 

 Community allotment scheme  

 Changing room provision at Enagh Lough (To Advance Canoeing & Watersports) 

 Village welcome signs  

 A heritage trail at Enagh Lough 

 Improved partnership working between all community groups  

The Council audit noted that the settlement could benefit from a ‘gateway signage project.’ 

 

Campsey 

Campsey is a small settlement located east of Derry/ Londonderry centred around Campsey Industrial 

Estate. The settlement is adjacent to Derry City Airport and is separated from Maydown and 

Strathfoyle by the Faughan River. Campsey has an estimated population of 157 persons (2011). 

Campsey is not located within the top 50% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 

30% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is designated as a ‘small settlement’ 

within the Derry Area Plan 2011 and serves primarily a residential function. The Council audit noted 

that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ Campsey does not have an existing Village 

Plan. 
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Maydown 

Maydown is an existing settlement located approximately 7km east of Derry/ Londonderry. The 

settlement is located west/ north-west from the river Faughan.  Maydown has a population of 496 

persons (2011).  Maydown is located within the top 20% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is 

within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. Maydown is identified as a ‘small 

settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011 and functions primarily as a residential settlement. The 

Council audit noted that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ The settlement has an 

existing modern play-park. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan. Community 

consultations undertaken as part of this scoping study identified the following priority community 

projects. 

 Renovating the former Chapel, National School and Community Hall. 

 

Eglinton 

Eglinton lies at the southern end of the flat land of the Foyle estuary some 11-kilometers east of 

Derry. The settlement has a population of 3,679 persons (2011).  Eglinton is not located within the top 

50% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service 

domain. Eglinton is designated by the Derry Area Plan 2011 as a ‘village.’  Eglinton has an 

established settlement core with a number of existing shops and local amenities including a primary 

school, play park area and cricket playing fields. The Derry Area Plan designated an ‘Area of 

Townscape Character’ centred on Main Street in recognition of the quality village centre environment 

which includes 6 no. listed buildings (the Rectory, St.Canices Church, Eglinton Post Office, Northern 

bank, The Manor House and former School Master House). Eglinton is part of the ‘Foyle Landscape 

Heritage Trail.’ 

The Council audit notes that the settlement would benefit from ‘gateway signage’ particularly to the 

historic village centre. Eglinton does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Consultations with DC&SDC informed that Council considers there may be justification for Council to 

acquire the existing play area in the village to enhance the play offer. Community consultations 

undertaken as part of this scoping study identified the following priority community projects. 

 Playing spaces at St Canice’s Park 

 Planting of new oak tree to replace dying Coronation Oak on Main Street 

 Amelioration of parking problems in the village 

 Additional signage of historical interest 

 Play park for U-12s/ playing fields for health and well-being linked to community hub.  

 

Claudy 

Claudy is an existing settlement located approximately 16km south-east of Derry/ Londonderry.   The 

settlement has a population of 1,340 persons (2011) with an established residential population and 

existing village core with local shops provision. Claudy is located within the top 50% of deprived areas 

in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. Claudy is 

designated a ‘village’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. Claudy has two primary schools, two churches, 

St.Patricks & St.Brigids secondary school and existing playing field provision.  There are several listed 

buildings within the settlement of Claudy, 118 Ballyartan, St Patricks Church, Northern Bank (currently 

unoccuupied) and the Upper Cumber Presbyterian Church. Claudy village centre is currently 

undergoing a public realm improvement scheme. The village does have gateway signage but the 

Council audit that this could potentially upgraded to benefit the settlement. The Council audit identified 

that that ‘Desmonds site’ is currently vacant/derelict and could benefit from a ‘derelict/ vacant site’ 

project.  Claudy does not currently have a Village Plan.  
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Goshaden 

Goshaden is a small, isolated residential settlement along the River Faughan, Goshaden is located in 

the between the larger settlements of Ardmore and Claudy. The settlement has an estimated 

population of 80 persons (2011).  Goshaden is located within the top 50% of deprived areas in 

Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is 

designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011 and primarily functions as a 

residential settlement with limited local facilities. The Council audit noted that the settlement would 

benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan.    

 

Lettershendoney 

Lettershendoney is a small settlement located a 9km east of Derry. Lettershendoney has a population 

of approximately 510 (2011) and is primarily a residential settlement. Lettershendoney is located 

within the top 30% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 20% under the Proximity 

to Service domain. The Council audit noted good quality ‘gateway signage.’ The settlement has an 

existing primary school, Mullabuoy Community Centre (funded under previous RDP) and local shop.  

Lettershendoney has an existing Village Plan which identified village renewal projects, outlined below: 

Environmental Improvements:  

 Review usage of walkways and green spaces identifying potential for animation to encourage 

use of Ness Wood and Ervey Woods. 

 Promote and develop River Faughan Valley and its tributaries and significant woodlands 

(Ervey and Ness).  

 Upgrade MUGA. 

 Establish a riverside walk to Tamnaherin Road Shops. 

Shopfront Enhancements:  

 Explore potential to develop new frontage onto village green 

Conservation & Upgrade of Rural & Cultural heritage:  

 An ancient area of historical value to the county, with several significant ancient artefacts 

being found in its townland. 

Gateway Projects:   

 Footpath network connecting village green and Mullabuoy Centre.  

  Improve environmental quality on approach routes.  

 Introduce directional signage in village. 

Community consultations undertaken as part of this scoping study identified the following priority 

community projects.  

 Mullabuoy Centre Phase 2 Project 

 

Killaloo 

Kilaloo is a small settlement located north-west of Claudy and located next to the River Faughan. The 

settlement has a population of 88 persons (2011) and serves primarily a residential function. Killaloo 

is located within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under 

the Proximity to Service domain. Killaloo is designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area 
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Plan 2011. The settlement has an existing church and outdated play-equipment. The Council audit 

noted that the settlement could benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ The settlement does not have existing 

village plan.  

 

Tamnaherin 

Tamnaherin is a small settlement located approximately 3km south of Eglinton. The settlement has a 

population of 251 persons (2011) and serves primarily as a residential settlement with limited local 

amenities (church and playing pitches). Tamnaherin is located within the top 10% of deprived areas in 

Northern Ireland and is within the top 10% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement is 

designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011. The Council audit noted that the 

settlement could benefit from ‘gateway signage.’ The settlement does not have existing village plan.  

 

Ballyarnett DEA 

 

Culmore 

Culmore is located 7km north of Derry/ Londerry on the west bank of the Foyle in proximity to the ROI 
border (to the west/ north). The settlement has a population of 3,465 (2011).  Culmore is not located 
within the top 50% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 40% under the Proximity 
to Service domain. The settlement was designated a ‘village’ in the Derry Area Plan 2011. The 
settlement does not have an existing Village Plan.  

Culmore has several local amenities including an established residential community, Culmore primary 
school, local pharmacy and a local shop. The Area Plan designates an area of ‘Townscape Character’ 
encompassing the area around Culmore Point which includes Culmore Forest and mainly residential 
properties along Culmore Road. There are several listed buildings within Culmore including South 
Gate Lodge, the Holy Trinity and Culmore Tavern. Culmore has recently benefitted from the newly 
opened Culmore District Park, the redevelopment of the former Derry City Council landfill site at 
Culmore Point.  

Culmore will be part of the ‘North West Greenways Network’ INTERREG VA project funded by 

‘Special EU Programmes Body (SEPUB) which will create a network of 46.5 km of new greenways 

through three distinct routes connecting: Derry-Londonderry via Pennyburn to Buncrana; Muff Village 

to Derry via Culmore; and Strabane to Lifford via Lifford Bridge. Approximately £14.86m has been 

secured for the proposal. Culmore is located on ‘Foyle Landscape Heritage Trail.’ 

Consultations with DC&SDC informed that Council considers there is a need for play provision and 
community centre provision in the settlement. Community consultation undertaken as part of this 
scoping study report identified the following potential community village renewal projects: 

 New community centre / hub for the village and surrounding area 

 Ongoing development of Culmore District Park  

 Development of a 3G pitch at Thornhill College to service both the community and school 

needs. 

 Redevelopment (housing / community garden / allotments) of Ballynagard Field 

 Village Plan Requirement  

 Range of smaller scale Environmental Improvement schemes identified. 
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The Moor DEA 

Killea 

Killea is a small settlement which straddles the Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland, located 
approximately 7km south west of the City on the Letterkenny Road (B193), a protected route. Most of 
the settlement lies within Co. Donegal focused around the public housing estate, with a small amount 
of development east of Killea Bridge in Co.Derry/ Lodndonderry. Killea has an estimated population of 
167 (2011). Killea is located within the top 40% of deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the 
top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. Killea is designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the 
Derry Area Plan 2011. The settlements local amenities are located within the ROI, with the DC&SDC 
area comprising mainly of residential development. The settlement does not have an existing Village 
Plan.  

 

Nixon’s Corner 

Nixon’s Corner is a small settlement located 5km south west of the City to the north of the A40 road, a 
protected route. It lies just outside the Area of High Scenic Value associated with the Foyle river 
banks and approaches from the east are attractive through a well wooded landscape. Nixons Corner 
has an estimated population of 242 (2011). Nixons Corner is located within the top 40% of deprived 
areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 30% under the Proximity to Service domain. The 
settlement is designated as a ‘small settlement’ within the Derry Area Plan 2011 and has primarily a 
residential function. Nixon’s Corner does not have an existing Village Plan.  

 

Waterside DEA 

Drumahoe 

Drumahoe is a settlement located directly east of the city of Derry/ Londonderry but is contained 
within the Derry City settlement limits and is defined as being of being as part of the city. Drumahoe 
has a poorly defined settlement core and is currently bisected by the A6 road to the city. The 
settlement has a population of 1,367 persons (2011). Drumahoe is located within the top 10% of 
deprived areas in Northern Ireland and is within the top 50% under the Proximity to Service domain. 
The ‘Drumahoe District Park’ is due to commence June/ July 2017. The District Park received funding 
from the ‘Big Lottery funded Space & Place programme.’ The District Park will include the creation of 
a new play garden, walkway, meeting space, synthetic pitch and changing rooms. The Council audit 
noted numerous issues within the settlement including (i) former Texas/ Desmonds site which has 
dereliction/ vacancy issues (ii) vacant shop units within the settlement and (iii) potential for 
improvement of gateway signage. The settlement does not have an existing Village Plan. Community 
consultation undertaken as part of this scoping study report identified the following potential 
community village renewal projects 

 Landscaping down the main Glenshane Road  

 Enhancement in landscaping to the flood plain / football pitches along the River Faughan,  

 Upgrade of the Faughan Valley High School site.  

 Redevelopment of vacant portal steel frame building and site located adjacent to the filling 
station potentially for community facilities.  

 

Foyleside DEA 

Coshquin 

Coshquin is a small settlement proximate to the ROI border. It is currently located within the Derry/ 
Londonderry settlement limit and does not have its own settlement designation. Population statistics 
are not available for the settlement. Coshquinn is located within the top 40% of deprived areas in 
Northern Ireland and is within the top 40% under the Proximity to Service domain. The settlement has 
primarily a residential function. The settlement does not have a Village Plan.  
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Appendix 5.2: Settlement/ Function Review
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Derg DEA – Settlement/ Village Function Review   

Village  Pop Existing 
Function 

Proposed Function with 
RDP Village Renewal  

Village Plan 

Killeter 92 Village
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killen, Aghyaran, 
Garvetagh, Spamount & 
Erganagh 

Yes 

Killen 269  Village
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killeter, Aghyaran, 
Garvetagh, Spamount & 
Erganagh 

No 

Garvetagh 66 Hamlet
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killen, Aghyaran, Killeter, 
Spamount & Erganagh 

No 

Spamount 246 Village
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killen, Aghyaran, Killeter, 
Garvetagh & Erganagh 
Role 

No 

Aghyaran No Stats 
available  

Hamlet
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killen, Killeter, Garvetagh, 
Spamount & Erganagh 

No 

Castlederg 2,976 Town
1
 Cluster with Killen, 

Aghyaran, Killeter, 
Garvetagh, Spamount & 
Erganagh 

No 

Erganagh 498 Village
1
 Cluster with Castlederg, 

Killen, Aghyaran, Killeter, 
Garvetagh & Spamount 

No 

Clady 538 Village
1
 Cluster with Glebe & Sion 

Mills  
Yes 

Sion Mills 1,907 Town
1
 Cluster with Glebe & 

Clady 
No 

Ardstraw 221 Village
1
 Cluster with 

Newtownstewart, Douglas 
Bridge, Drumlegagh & 
Victoria Bridge 

No 

Victoria Bridge 383 Village
1
 Cluster with 

Newtownstewart, 
Ardstraw, Douglas Bridge 
& Drumlegagh 

Yes 

Glebe 734 Village
1
 Cluster with Sion Mills & 

Clady 
Yes 

Newtownstewart 1,551 Town
1
 Cluster with Ardstraw, 

Douglas Bridge, 
Yes 

                                                           
1
 Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001, Settlement Reference 
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Drumlegagh & Victoria 
Bridge 

Drumlegagh 92 Rural 

Settlement
1
 

Cluster with 
Newtownstewart, 
Ardstraw, Douglas Bridge 
& Victoria Bridge 

No 

 



4 

   
   
   
   
   
 

Faughan DEA - Settlement Function Review 

Village  Population Existing 

Function 

Proposed Function with 

RDP Village Renewal  

Village Plan 

Magheramason 474 Village
2
 Cluster with Newbuildings, 

Bready & Donagheady  
No 

Bready 231 Hamlet
2
 Cluster with Newbuildings, 

Magheramason & 
Donagheady  

No 

Ardmore 433 Small 
Settlement

3
 

Cluster with 
Lettershandoney, 
Tamnaherin & Goshaden 

No 

Newbuildings 2,611 Village
3
 Cluster with Bready, 

Magheramason and 
Donagheady 

Yes 

Strathfoyl 2,419 Village
3
 Cluster with Maydown  No 

Campsey 157 Small 

Settlement
3
 

Cluster with Eglinton  No 

Maydown 496 Small 

Settlement
3
 

Cluster with Strathfoyle  No 

Eglinton 3,679 Village
3
 Cluster with Campsey No 

Claudy 1,340 Village
3
 Cluster with Killaloo   No 

Lettershandoney 510 Village
3
 Cluster with Ardmore, 

Tamnaherin & Goshaden 
Yes 

Killaloo 88 Small 

Settlement
3
 

Cluster with Claudy   No 

Goshaden 80 Small 

Settlement
3
 

Cluster with 
Lettershandoney, Ardmore & 
Tamnaherin 

No 

Tamnaherin 251 Small 

Settlement
3
 

 

Cluster with Ardmore, 
Lettershadoney & Goshaden 

 

No 

                                                           
2
 Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001, Settlement Reference 

3
 Derry Area Plan 2011, Settlement Hierarchy Reference 



5 

   
   
   
   
   
 

 

Sperrin DEA - Settlement Function Review    

Village  Population Existing 
Function 

Proposed Function within 
RDP Village Renewal  

Village Plan 

Plumbridge  234 Village
4
 Cluster with Cranagh Yes 

Douglas 
Bridge 

124 Hamlet
4
 Cluster with 

Newtownstewart, Ardstraw, 
Drumlegagh & Victoria 
Bridge 

Yes 

Cranagh 62 Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Plumbridge Yes 

Cloghcor Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Ballymagorry & 

Artigarvan 
 

No 

Ballymagorry 608 Village
4
 Cluster with Artigarvan & 

Cloghcor 
No 

Artigarvan 730 Village
4
 Cluster with Ballymagorry & 

Cloghcor 
No 

Glenmornan 142 Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Aghabrack, 

Altishane & Donemana 
Yes 

Donemana 586 Village
4
 Cluster with Aghabrack, 

Altishane & Glenmornan 
Yes 

Aghabrack Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Altishane, 

Donemana & Glenmornan 
No 

Altishane Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Aghabrack, 

Donemana & Glenmornan 
No 

Donagheady 123 Hamlet
4
 Cluster with Newbuildings, 

Bready & Magheramason 
No 

Carnanreagh Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Small 
Settlement

5
 

Cluster with Ballyrory, 
Craigbane Park, Tullintrain 
& Straidarran 

No 

Craigbane Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Small 

Settlement
5
 

Cluster with Ballyrory, 
Carnanreagh, Park, 
Tullintrain & Straidarran 

No 

Park 520 Village
5
 Cluster with Ballyrory, 

Craigbane Carnanreagh, 
Tullintrain & Straidarran  

Yes 

Ballyrory 68 Small 

Settlement
5
 

Cluster with Carnanreagh, 
Craigbane Park, Tullintrain 
& Straidarran 

No 

Straidarran 401 Small 

Settlement
5
 

Cluster with Carnanreagh, 
Ballyrory, Craigbane Park & 
Tullintrain  

No 

                                                           
4
 Strabane Area Plan 1986-2001, Settlement Reference 

5 Derry Area Plan 2011, Settlement Hierarchy Reference 
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Tullintrain Statistics 
Not 
Available for 
Settlement 

Small 

Settlement
5
 

Cluster with Carnanreagh, 
Ballyrory, Craigbane Park & 
Straidarran 

No 
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Ballyarnett, The Moor, Waterside and Foyleside DEA - Settlement Function Review 

DEA Village  Population Existing Function Proposed 

Function 

with RDP 

Village 

Renewal 

Village 

Plan 

Ballyarnett Culmore 3,465 Village
6
 Cluster with 

Coshquinn 

No 

The Moor Killea 167 Small Settlement
6
 Cluster with 

Nixon’s 

Corner 

No 

The Moor Nixon’s 

Corner 

242 Small Settlement
6
 Cluster with 

Killea 

No 

Waterside Drumahoe 1,367 Within the 

settlement limit of 

Derry/Londonderry
6
 

Village/ 

Settlement  

No 

Foyleside Coshquinn Statistics 

Not 

Available for 

Settlement 

Within settlement 

limit of 

Derry/Londonderry
6
 

Cluster with 

Culmore 

No 

 

 

                                                           
6
 Derry Area Plan 2011, Settlement Hierarchy Reference  
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Appendix 8.1: Application of Selection Criteria  



   
 

Overview of Applied Selection Criteria for Strategic Capital Projects against all 16 no. Settlements with 

Populations greater than 500 

Settlement 

Population 

Stat

Population 

(%)

Multiple Deprivation 

Stats (SOA)

MDS 

(%)

Proximity to 

services (SOA)

PTS 

(%)

SS- LDP 

(%)

Dereliction 

(%)

Total Score 

(%)

Castlederg 2,976 16.2% 97 26.7% 270 13.9% 15% 15% 87%

Newtownstewart 1551 8.4% 134 25.5% 201 15.5% 15% 15% 79%

Sion Mills 1907 10.4% 141 25.2% 283 13.6% 15% 0% 64%

Newbuildings 2,611 14.2% 241 21.9% 335 12.5% 0% 15% 64%

Donemana 586 3.2% 170 24.3% 34 19.2% 0% 15% 62%

Drumahoe 1,367 7.4% 88 27.0% 397 11.1% 0% 15% 61%

Clady 538 2.9% 179 24.0% 140 16.9% 0% 15% 59%

Park 520 2.8% 344 18.4% 17 19.6% 0% 15% 56%

Claudy 1,340 7.3% 364 17.7% 212 15.2% 0% 15% 55%

Artigarvan 730 4.0% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 0% 15% 55%

Strathfoyle 2,419 13.2% 110 26.3% 237 14.7% 0% 0% 54%

Glebe 734 4.0% 179 24.0% 140 16.9% 0% 0% 45%

Eglinton 3679 20.0% 584 10.3% 296 13.3% 0% 0% 44%

Culmore 3465 18.8% 603 9.7% 250 14.4% 0% 0% 43%

Lettershandoney 510 2.8% 283 20.5% 141 16.8% 0% 0% 40%

Ballymagorry 608 3.3% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 0% 0% 39%  

 

  



   
 

Overview of Applied Selection Criteria for Small Scale Capital Projects against 49 no. Settlements 

Settlement 

Population 

Stat

Populatio

n (%)

Multiple Deprivation 

Stats (SOA)

MDS  SOA 

(%)

Proximity to 

services (SOA)

PTS 

(%)

Dereliction 

(%)

Total Score 

(%)

Castlederg 2,976 24.3% 97 26.7% 270 13.9% 20% 85%

Newbuildings 2,611 21.3% 241 21.9% 355 12.0% 20% 75%

Newtownstewart 1551 12.6% 134 25.5% 201 15.5% 20% 74%

Drumahoe 1,367 11.1% 88 27.0% 397 11.1% 20% 69%

Donemana 586 4.8% 170 24.3% 34 19.2% 20% 68%

Killeter 92 0.8% 126 25.8% 9 19.8% 20% 66%

Clady 538 4.4% 179 24.0% 140 16.9% 20% 65%

Claudy 1,340 10.9% 364 17.7% 212 15.2% 20% 64%

Plumbridge 234 1.9% 261 21.2% 4 19.9% 20% 63%

Park 520 4.2% 344 18.4% 17 19.6% 20% 62%

Artigarvan 730 6.0% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 20% 62%

Ardstraw 221 1.8% 234 22.1% 98 17.8% 20% 62%

Ardmore 433 3.5% 283 20.5% 141 16.8% 20% 61%

Strathfoyle 2,419 19.7% 110 26.3% 237 14.7% 0% 61%

Sion Mills 1907 15.6% 141 25.2% 283 13.6% 0% 54%

Eglinton 3679 30.0% 584 10.3% 296 13.3% 0% 54%

Culmore 3465 28.3% 603 9.7% 250 14.4% 0% 52%

Glebe 734 6.0% 179 24.0% 140 16.9% 0% 47%

Aghyaran 0 0.0% 126 25.8% 9 19.8% 0% 46%

Killen 269 2.2% 197 23.4% 23 19.5% 0% 45%

Maydown 496 4.0% 110 26.3% 237 14.7% 0% 45%

Erganagh 498 4.1% 179 24.0% 140 16.9% 0% 45%

Spamount 246 2.0% 197 23.4% 23 19.5% 0% 45%

Lettershandoney 510 4.2% 183 23.8% 141 16.8% 0% 45%

Magherameason 474 3.9% 269 20.9% 50 18.9% 0% 44%

Aghabrack 0.0% 170 24.3% 34 19.2% 0% 44%

Altishane 0.0% 170 24.3% 34 19.2% 0% 44%

Garvetagh 66 0.5% 197 23.4% 23 19.5% 0% 43%

Victoria Bridge 383 3.1% 234 22.1% 98 17.8% 0% 43%

Ballyrory 68 0.6% 244 21.8% 17 19.6% 0% 42%

Drumlegagh 92 0.8% 134 25.5% 201 15.5% 0% 42%

Bready 231 1.9% 269 20.9% 50 18.9% 0% 42%

Cranagh 62 0.5% 261 21.2% 4 19.9% 0% 42%

Ballymagorry 608 5.0% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 0% 41%

Douglas Bridge 124 1.0% 234 22.1% 98 17.8% 0% 41%

Donagheady 123 1.0% 269 20.9% 50 18.9% 0% 41%

Carnanreagh 0.0% 344 18.4% 17 19.6% 0% 38%

Craigbane 0.0% 344 18.4% 17 19.6% 0% 38%

Tullintrain 0.0% 344 18.4% 17 19.6% 0% 38%

Glenmornan 142 1.2% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 0% 37%

Tamnaherin 251 2.0% 401 16.5% 76 18.3% 0% 37%

Cloghcor 0.0% 294 20.1% 181 15.9% 0% 36%

Nixons Corner 242 2.0% 306 19.7% 273 13.9% 0% 36%

Goshaden 80 0.7% 401 16.5% 76 18.3% 0% 35%

Killea 167 1.4% 306 19.7% 273 13.9% 0% 35%

Coshquin 0.0% 151 24.9% 449 9.9% 0% 35%

Straidarran 401 3.3% 401 16.5% 244 14.5% 0% 34%

Killaloo 88 0.7% 364 17.7% 212 15.2% 0% 34%

Campsey 157 1.3% 584 10.3% 296 13.3% 0% 25%

 


