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Final Issue 

 

Future of North West Regional Partnership  

to go from Strength to Strength  

Proposals are now nearing completion to ensure continued and 
strengthened cross border collaboration in the North West.  
 
Donegal County Council and Derry City & Strabane District Council 
recognise that to become the author of the North West region's 
economic future, they must work smarter, be more focused and agile 
and develop even stronger relationships and partnership structures. 
 
The Councils are now ready to respond operationally to the 
opportunity that exists to strengthen working arrangements for 
collaborative development of the region. They are clear that any 
future strategic collaboration will build on many years of working 

together in economic development and social regeneration. 
 
The Councils have an ambitious vision for the North West Region and have been working with 
the International Centre for Local and Regional Development (ICLRD) to further proposals. 
 
ICLRD was appointed in December 2014 to undertake a timely review of the collaborative cross-
border and inter-organisational working of the Councils to date - and the opportunities presented 
by the reform of local government across both jurisdictions.  
 
Particular attention is being paid to the additional responsibilities in the areas of economic, 
community and land-use planning functions emerging from the reform of local government and 
the opportunity presented by the North West Gateway Initiative. 
 
We here at the NWRCBG are proud to have 
worked on behalf of the Councils and 
alongside other bodies to have helped to 
improve the quality of life and well-being of 
the citizens of the North West.  
 
We look forward to even stronger 
collaboration, partnership and a bright future 
for our region.  

A Time to Look to the Future 
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A Time to Reflect 

NORTH WEST Region Cross Border Group 

 

Successful Delivery of the INTERREG IVA Programme 

Enhanced Collaboration and  Cross Border Partnership 

On 1st April 2009, the Group successfully secured 
£1,603,322 of funding from INTERREG IVA’s Cross 
Border Programme to deliver the management and 
implementation of a Multi Annual Plan over the 
period 2009 - 2015.  
 
This plan demanded the successful delivery of 7 
challenging multi partner projects as well as 
increased regional competitiveness and economic 
development. It would see an investment of 
€21,063,929 in the region and the roll out of an 
active and intense programme of lobbying and 
regional development activities. 
 

All INTERREG Projects and programmes are subject to a high level of assessment and independent 
evaluation on completion. We are delighted to report that all of the projects under the management of 
the Group, including management of the Multi Annual Plan, have reached all of their objectives and 
target indicators and that a 0% error rating has been maintained throughout the programme period.  
 
A sincere thank you to the CEOs of the Councils Mr John Kelpie and Mr Seamus Neely, their staff 
and to each partner past and present that played a vital role in achieving this success. 
 
The outcomes of the projects have been impressive. 163 Businesses have been directly supported 
through the Group’s business networking programmes, over 20km of Greenway trails and 5 
community gardens have been developed through the Group’s Inch and Wildfowl and Healthy Living 
projects. 50 new trainers are now qualified, over 1500 pupils and 100 people undertook educational 
programmes and 200 people received FETAC accreditation. Improvements to physical infrastructure 
and award winning Data Capture projects have seen the region improve for the better. 
 
The Group’s flagship project the North West Regional Science Park saw the development of the first 
cross border science park on the Island and its performance to date shows the true state of the 
potential for the North West Economy.  
 
The Innovation Centre at Fort George, which had a 
target capacity of 65% occupancy after 5 years, is 
at full capacity after 1 year. The sister facility at 
LYIT, which had a target capacity of 70% 
occupancy after 5 yrs, is now at 65% after 2.5 
months.  
 
Another sincere thank you is due to the 
Governments’ North and South and SEUPB for 
your continued investment in the region. We look 
forward to building and growing this investment into 
the future. 
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NWRCBG Members Profile 

Councillor Albert Doherty  

Donegal County Council 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Inishowen Councillor Albert Doherty is now Vice Chairperson of the North West Region Cross Border 
Group. Councillor Doherty was first elected to Donegal County Council in June 1999. He was elected 
Vice Chairperson of Donegal County Council in 2001/2002 and represented the council on a number 
of educational, cultural and environmental committees during his term. 
 
Councillor Doherty is well versed and has an avid interest in shared regional and cross border 
development issues and he worked diligently with colleagues and staff of the North West Region 
Cross Border Group during his time on the Committee between 1999 and 2004. 
 
Albert was re-elected to Donegal County Council in May 2014 and was again nominated to represent 
his council on the NWRCBG. Key Issues for Albert are assisting fellow members with the 
development of the north west region, the provision of improved infrastructure, the development of 
tourism opportunities, the protection of the environment, equality rights and the provision of fair 
employment and pay. 
 
Councillor Doherty also serves as a member of the Inishowen Development Partnership and on a 
number of County Council Committees and Strategic Policy Committee’s including the Joint Policing 
Committee, Coiste na Gaeilge, Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee and the 
Economic, Enterprise and Planning Policy Committee. 
 
Albert recently retired as the Principle teacher of St Patrick's Boys National School. The role of 
Education provision in the region and the benefits and opportunities to be had for citizens returning to 
education, availing of re and up skilling remains very important to him. Albert promotes and 
encourages these through his work as a member of the Donegal ETB and the NWRCBG. 
 
Albert is now committed to fulfilling the role of a full time local elected representative. He has many 
hobbies and interests and is currently a member of the local development and enterprise committee, 
Chairperson of his local club Carndonagh FC, a member of the local church choir and a member of 
the Carndonagh Musical Society.  
 
Albert is married to Carmel.  They have three adult sons, Ciaran, Domhnall and Conor, daughter in 

law Marie and grandson Art. 
 

NORTH WEST Region Cross Border Group 
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€240 million in European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) Funding  

Available under the new Programme  

The new INTERREG Programme for 2014-2020 is one of 60 programmes across the European 
Union designed to promote greater levels of cross-border co-operation. Northern Ireland, the 
Border Region of Ireland and Western Scotland share a number of common features with other 
border areas across Europe where developmental problems are exacerbated by the existence of 
borders. 

Borders can distort infrastructure and communication networks resulting in reduced economic 
development and different policy approaches which hinder joined-up service delivery. The new 
INTERREG Programme has been designed to address many of these issues in order to 
promote greater economic, social and territorial cohesion across the region.  

In accordance with the need to demonstrate a higher degree of concentration within the 2014 -

2020 programming period, the 

new INTERREG Programme has 

four key areas of focus. 

 

A timetable for the opening of 

calls and application process is 

now available and a number of 

the calls have already opened. 

 

For further information go to: 

www.seupb.eu 

INTERREG V Now Open 

  
The North West Region Cross Border Group comprises the New Council of Derry City & 

Strabane District Council and Donegal County Council and delivers through a Committee 
of elected members representing their member Councils. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Mission of the Group is to strengthen and develop the regional economy through  
collaboration and to enhance the economic and socio economic position of the North West.  

 
The Group and Partners have delivered projects worth an investment value of   

€22 million in the North West Region. 

 
Contact: info@nwrcbg.org  
Tel: 048 / 028 71 370808 

NORTH WEST Region Cross Border Group 


