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Derry City & Strabane District Council
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP) 2032 « PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER (POP)
INTERIM REPRESENTATIONS REPORT

1.0 Introduction

1.1  The Local Development Plan (LDP)

The purpose of the Local Development Plan (LDP) is to inform the general public, statutory
authorities, developers and other interested parties of the policy framework and land use
proposals that will guide development decisions within the District. The LDP is expected to
apply regional policies at the appropriate local level and it will set out a clear vision of how
the District should look in the future, by indicating what type and scale of development should
be encouraged and where it should be located. The Plan’s land-use zonings, designations and
Planning policies will ensure that lands are sustainably zoned, development is managed and

that infrastructure is co-ordinated to develop the District for future generations.

1.2 When adopted, the Council’s LDP for the District will replace the current Derry Area Plan
2011 (adopted May 2000) and the Strabane Area Plan 2001 (adopted April 1991), both of
which were produced by the Department of the Environment (DOE). The new LDP will also
replace most existing regional planning policies. The LDP will comprise of two development

plan documents:

p The Plan Strategy (PS); and
P The Local Policies Plan (LPP)

Our LDP is being prepared within the context of the Council’s Community Plan (the Strategic
Growth Plan, SGP) and the wider policy hierarchy and context operating at international,
national and regional levels. In addition, there are various other iterative assessments and
appraisals that are required to be undertaken. The required adherence to these will be tested

at the LDP’s future Independent Examinations to ensure ‘soundness’.

1.3 Public participation and engagement in formulating the LDP and progress through to
adoption is facilitated through a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) and Timetable

(under review), which have been agreed between the Council and the Department for
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Infrastructure (Dfl). See http://www.derrystrabane.com/Subsites/LDP/Local-Development-

Plan. Additional engagement was enabled through Council’s participation in the EU funded

IMPROVE project. Details on this project can be found in Section 4 — paragraph 4.6.

1.4 The Plan Strategy will be prepared first and subjected to public consultation and

Independent Examination before adoption. After the Plan Strategy has been adopted, the

Local Policies Plan will be prepared and also subjected to public consultation and Independent

Examination before adoption.

1.5 In summary, the LDP for Derry City and Strabane District will fulfil the following functions:
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provide a 15-year plan framework to support the economic and social needs of the
District in line with regional strategies and policies, while providing for the delivery of
sustainable development;

facilitate sustainable growth by co-ordinating public and private investment to
encourage development where it can be of most benefit to the well-being of the
community;

allocate sufficient land to meet society’s needs;

provide an opportunity for all stakeholders, including the public, to have a say about
where and how development within their local area should take place;

provide a ‘plan-led’ framework for rational and consistent decision-making by the
public, private and community sectors and those affected by development proposals;
and

deliver the spatial aspects of the Council’s recent Community Plan — the Strategic

Growth Plan for Derry City and Strabane District (SGP).
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Figure 1: The Process for Preparing a Local Development Plan (LDP)
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1.6 The Interim Representations Report following publication of the Preferred Options

Paper (POP).

1.7 Derry City and Strabane District Council published the Preferred Options Paper (POP) on
31° May 2017 and held a 12 week consultation period over summer 2017. This time scale is
in line with Regulation 11(3) of the Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 2015, which states that the consultation period ‘must be a period of not less than 8
weeks or more than 12 weeks’. 127 representations were received during the consultation
period. The POP was the first formal consultation stage and an important step in the
preparation of the Council’s LDP for Derry City and Strabane District (see Figure 1). The POP
provided the basis for consulting with the public and stakeholders on a series of options for
dealing with key issues in the Plan area. It set out the Council’s initial proposals and policy
direction, aiming to stimulate public comment and help interested parties to become involved
in a more meaningful way at this earliest stage of Plan preparation. The POP did not cover
every aspect, issue and policy that will be included in the LDP but instead, it sought to identify

and address the main Planning issues that will make up the LDP.

1.8 This Representations Report will help to facilitate compliance with Regulation 11(4) of the
Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015 which requires a
council to take account of any representations made on the POP before it prepares the LDP
Plan Strategy. This Interim POP Representation Report has been prepared to provide Elected
Members, the community and all those who provided representations with a summary of the
key issues raised in response to the Council’s LDP Preferred Options Paper. Effective
community and stakeholder engagement also strengthens the evidence base and enhances

the ‘soundness’ of the LDP.

1.9 In line with our published Statement of Community Involvement, a final public
Representations Report will be presented and published in due course (at the time of the Plan
Strategy and then at the Local Policies Plan) to advise how the Council has taken the

representations into account in the preparation of the Derry City and Strabane District LDP.
6
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Depending upon the issues which need to be considered, the Council will undertake further
clarification meetings and engagement with relevant consultation bodies to inform the

preparation of its Plan Strategy.

1.10 A number of key documents were produced and published in tandem with the Preferred
Options Paper, in particular a Sustainability Appraisal (SA), which incorporates the legislatively
required Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). A Habitats Regulations Assessment and
initial baseline and assessment reports on Equality Impact Assessment (EQIA) and Rural

Proofing were also published.
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP) 2032 « PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER (POP)
INTERIM REPRESENTATIONS REPORT

2.0 Purpose of the Report

2.1 The purpose of the Interim POP Representation Report is to summarise the key issues
arising from the public consultation exercise and is intended to inform both elected Members
and the public at an early stage in the process about the comments on the Council’s Preferred
Options. Key stakeholders will be notified and it will also be sent to neighbouring Council’s for

information to inform them of any cross boundary issues.

2.2 In doing so, the report will assist the Council towards meeting its statutory obligation to
take account of all representations made and demonstrate soundness. It will demonstrate
that the points raised have been considered (interim or fully), summarised and accounted for
and hence that the consultation has been a helpful and worthwhile exercise. Finally, this
document will play an important role in supporting the development of subsequent stages of

the Plan.

8
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP) 2032 « PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER (POP)
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3.0 Consultation Process

3.1 The public consultation ran for 12 weeks from 31° May — 22" August 2017 in accordance
with the Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015. The POP
consultation and engagement took many forms in an effort to reach a wide audience.
Methods of consultation included public engagement events, advertisements and web-based
consultation. A varied approach to engagement was taken to ensure that the consultation

was widely accessible. These are summarised below:

3.2 Consultation Launch Event

The Launch event took place on the 30 May 2017 in The Guildhall, Derry. This launch event
was attended by the Mayor of the City and District, the Chair of the Planning Committee,
other elected Members, Council Chief Executive, Directors, Head of Planning, statutory
consultees, other council officials and representatives from adjoining council areas. This level
of attendance demonstrated the widespread commitment to the LDP and the links to the

Strategic Growth Plan.

3.3 Public Notice in Local Newspapers

In accordance with the Council’s Statement of Community Involvement and the Planning
(Local Development Plan) Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, the Preferred Options Paper
Consultation was advertised, on 2 consecutive weeks, in the local media namely The Derry
Journal, Londonderry Sentinel, Strabane Chronicle, Strabane Weekly News, Tyrone

Constitution and Ulster Herald (see appendix for copy of advertisement).

3.4 Website

Derry City and Strabane District Council’s (DCSDC) website featured a link to the Preferred
Options Paper together with links to all other relevant documents. Screenshots from the
Council’s website can be found in the Appendix. Contact details for further information were
also provided. A link to an online questionnaire was also made available on the Council’s

website, providing an easy and structured way for views to be submitted. Email and postal
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submissions were also welcomed and details of both methods of submission were outlined

on the LDP page of the website and within the POP document.

3.5 Social Media
Social media was also used to widely communicate the POP and encourage local people to
consider feedback. The social media activity included Facebook, Twitter and Radio Foyle

highlighting specific aspects of the POP.

3.6 Display Exhibitions

POP display exhibitions were set up at the Council’s two main buildings, 98 Strand Road,
Derry and Derry Road, Strabane. These displays made available hard copies of the POP,
summary booklets along with all other relevant POP documentation including copies of the
POP Evidence base papers, the EQIA document, Rural Proofing Document and the

Sustainability Appraisal documents for reference purposes.

3.7 POP Document and Summary Booklets

Hard copies of the POP were also made available in public buildings Council-wide, Libraries,
Leisure Centres, other NI Government Offices, Neighbourhood Renewal Organisations, Civic
Offices, Cultural Venues, Health Centres, Shops and Restaurants in Derry, Strabane,
Newtownstewart , Castlederg, Sion Mills, Claudy and Eglinton. Summary booklets were also
designed and published to give a broad overview of the information within the POP in a
shorter, simpler and easier to read format. For consistency and recognition, the summary

booklets were of a similar branding to the original POP document.

10

Preferred Options Paper: Interim Representations Report




3.8 Public Engagement Events

A series of 16 consultation events (as detailed
across) were also held throughout the City and
District during June 2017. These meetings were
held during daytime and evening to encourage
a wide participation, including carers, those
with dependents and those in full time
employment. Given the overlap of the Strategic
Growth Plan there was an opportunity for joint

consultation events with consistent and clear

Location

Guildhall, Derry

Alley Theatre,
Strabane

Magee, Great Hall

The Glen Community
Centre, Derry

Claudy Community
Centre

Derg Valley Leisure
Centre, Castlederg

Amnity House,
Donemana

Skeoge House,
Leafair, Derry

St. Columbs Park
House, Derry

Evening Meeting
(LDP and SGP -
Strategic Growth Plan)

Tuesday 6" June, 7pm

Weds 7" June, 7pm

Tuesday 13" June, 7pm

Thurs 15" June, 7pm

Monday 19% June, 7pm

Tuesday 20™" June, 7pm

Thurs 22" June, 7pm

Tuesday 27" June, 7pm

Daytime Workshop

(focussed on LDP,
as well as SGP)

Weds 7" June, 2 - 4pm

Friday 9 June,
2 -4pm

Thurs 15t June,
3pm - 5pm

Friday 16" June,
2 -4pm

Tuesday 20 June,
11.15am - 1pm

Weds 21 June,
2-4pm

Friday 23" June,
2-4pm

Wednesday 28t June
2 -4pm

messages communicated. A summary of the issues raised is set out in the POP Summary List

of Representations Report which accompanies this report.

3.9 Statutory Consultations

It is a statutory requirement under Regulation 9 of The Planning (Local Development Plan)

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, that the Council consults a number of consultation

bodies. The Council issued correspondence by email to all Statutory Consultees, as well as

identified non-statutory bodies, including:

e Northern Ireland Government Departments

e Adjoining Councils
e \Water or Sewerage Undertakers
e The Northern Ireland Housing Executive

e The Civil Aviation Authority

e Electronic Communications Code operators

e Electricity operators

e Gas operators

e Londonderry Port and Harbour Commissioners

e |nvest NI
e Translink
e City of Derry Airport

e Belfast International Airport
11
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e Loughs Agency

3.10 Section 75
Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998 requires a public authority, in carrying
out its functions relating to Northern Ireland, to have due regard to the need to

promote equality of opportunity between:

* Persons of different religious belief, political opinion, racial group, age, marital
status or sexual orientation;

* Men and women generally;

* Persons with a disability and persons without; and

* Persons with dependants and persons without.

3.11 In addition, without prejudice to the above obligations, public authorities are
required to have regard to the desirability of promoting good relations between
persons of different religious belief, political opinion or race. The above Section 75
groups are important participants within the planning process and include people

who traditionally have been underrepresented or disadvantaged.

3.12 Section 75 groups were identified through the Council’s database in order to
fulfil its statutory obligations and were sent a letter advising them of the Preferred
Options Paper and the importance of their contribution to the POP and how they
could respond. A list of those notified is attached in the Appendix. We will continue
to work with the Section 75 Groups as we begin to form proposals for the Plan

Strategy.

12
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LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (LDP) 2032 « PREFERRED OPTIONS PAPER (POP)
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4.0 Consultation Responses

4.1 Representations

In total there were 127 responses or ‘representations’ to the POP and these are broken down

into the following tables:

Type of Respondee:
Statutory and Non Statutory Consultees 22
Elected Representatives 3
Organisations 22
Planning Agents / Individuals 75
Late Responses 5
Total 127

4.2 Nature of Response

Nature of Response Number
Questionnaire 26
Letter or email 101

4.3 The following responses from Main Statutory and non-Statutory Consultees

(Consultation Bodies) were received:

Name/Organisation

Brookfield Renewables

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council

City of Derry Airport

Department of Education

Department of Infrastructure

13
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Department of Justice

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council

Forestry Service, DAERA

Gaelectric

Geological Survey NI/ Minerals, Department for Economy

Historic Environment Division, Department for Communities

The Historic Monuments Council — c/o Department for Communities

Invest NI

Londonderry Port and Harbour

Loughs Agency

Mid Ulster District Council

Natural Environment Division, DAERA

NI Water

NIHE

North West Development Office, Department for Communities

Renewable Energy Systems (RES)

SSE Electricity

4.4 The following is the full List of the Representations received from Statutory Consultees,

Elected Representatives, Planning Agents, Organisations and Members of the Public:

List of the Representations received from Statutory Consultees, Elected Representatives,

Planning Agents, Organisations and Members of the Public

ACA Architecture

Aidan Devine

Andrew Ryan TLT Solicitors on behalf Mr and Mrs Mullan
AQB Architecture

Barbara Curran

Bart O’Donnell on behalf of Boomhall Estate

Bond Architects

14
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Brendan Johns on behalf of Mr G Sayers
Brian O’Connor

Brookfield Renewables

Bryson Energy

Canavan Associates on behalf of R MclLaughlin, L McLaughlin, N McKeague & S Morgan
Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council
City of Derry Airport

Clir Dan Kelly

Clir David Ramsey

Colm Cavanagh

Colm Duffy

Connall Sweeney

Cycle Derry

Danny Rafferty

Darren Currie

David Dalzell

David Young

Dept. for Infrastructure

Eamon Caldwell

Eileen Walsh

Enagh Youth Forum

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council
Fintan Hughes

Fleming Mountstephen Planning on behalf of Henderson Group
Forestry Service, DAERA

Foyle Civic Trust

Foyleside Shopping Centre

Friends of the Derry Walls

Futurescape Planning

Gaelectric

15
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Garvan O’Doherty

Geological Survey NI/Minerals, Dept. for Economy

Gerald Roarty

Gerard Harkin

Glen Development Initiative

Glenmornan Community Association

Historic Environment Division, Dept. for Communities

The Historic Monuments Council — c/o Department for Communities
Inaltus on behalf of Kennedy Retail Park, Strabane

Inaltus Planning

Inner City Trust

Invest in the West

Invest NI

James Elliott/Niall McAteer

Jane Grant

Joe MclLaughlin

John Duffy

John Toland

JPE Planning on behalf of BW Homes and Construction Ltd and Braidwater Ltd
Kevin McConnell

Laura McCausland

Lee Kennedy on behalf of McCormick Builders Ltd

Lee Kennedy on behalf of Messers McGlinchy, McDuff and McDaid
Londonderry YMCA

Loughs Agency

Maria Bonner

Mark Foley

Mark H Durkan MLA

Mark Houston Design on behalf of Niall Devine, N&R Group

Mary Casey

16
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Mary Kerrigan Consulting

MBA Planning

MBA Planning on behalf of Riveridge Recyling

Michael Donnelly

Michael Savage

Mid Ulster District Council

MKA Planning on behalf of Kevin Watson

MKA Planning on behalf of Mr and Mrs Paddy Cosgrove
Myles Donnelly

Natural Environment Division, DAERA

NI Environmental Link

NI Renewables Industry Group

NI Water

Nigel McGillian

NIHE

North West Development Office, Dept. for Communities
Outer North Neighbourhood Partnership

Padraigin Nimhaonaigh

Paul McGarvey

Paul McGarvey Architect on behalf of Diarmuid Gallagher
Paul McGarvey Architect on behalf of James McDermott
Paul McGarvey on behalf of several landowners
Peninsula Group

Peter McCarron

Prehen Historical Society

QPANI (Quarry Producers)

Raymond Kee

Renewable Energy Systems

Retail NI

River Faughan Anglers

17
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Rock Architecture

RSPB

Seamus Canavan on behalf of DW Consulting Ltd

Shauna Cathcart

Slaughtmanus Conservation Group

SSE Electricity

Strategic Planning on behalf of John Black

Strategic Planning on behalf of Londonderry Port and Harbour Commission
Strategic Planning on behalf of Mr Black

Strategic Planning on behalf of Mr Derek McFeely

Strategic Planning on behalf of Mr Gerard Heaney

Strategic Planning on behalf of Mr John Killen and Mr Clarke Killen
Strategic Planning on behalf of Mr JP McGinnis

TC Town Planning

Teresa Donnelly

The Wee Greenway Initiative

Thomas McCallion

Translink

TSA Planning

TSA Planning on behalf of Genova NW Ltd

Turley Associates on behalf of Mr Gabriel Dolan

Turley Associates on behalf of Consortium of Landowners Investors, Developers and
Investors

Turley Associates on behalf of Dalradian Gold Ltd

Turley Associates on behalf of Hartlands Ltd

Turley Associates on behalf of Heron Brothers

Turley Associates on behalf of Magim Ltd

Turley Associates on behalf of Mr Ernie Lusby

Turley Associates on behalf of Mr John Burns

Turley Associates on behalf of parties with an interest in Bay Road

18
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Woodland Trust

4.5 The Representations received have each been summarised into issues raised and all
entered into a Representations database. A report listing all those summaries by
representation has been prepared and will be published on the Council website along with
this report. A summary of the issues raised at the LDP POP and Strategic Growth Plan
Consultation Events held in June have also been presented with the Representations List
report. A key feature of the LDP preparation system is that the consideration is to be
‘issue-based’ and accordingly, all representations have been sorted into the issues raised,
rather than being considered by individual representation. These issues are presented in
this Interim Report, sorted into the same structure/topic headings as were set out in the
POP document i.e. by Vision and Objectives, then Spatial Strategy, then Economy topics,
Social, Environmental etc. Therefore, all representations will be ‘taken account of’ in the
LDP, being considered by Planning officials and elected Members of the Council at this
stage, with this Interim report, and then with a Final Representation Consideration

Report.

19
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4.6 Derry City and Strabane District Council has been actively participating in a new
programme of enhanced public consultation and involvement called ‘IMPROVE’. This is an
EU funded project by the Northern Periphery and Arctic 2014-2020 programme which
aims to facilitate the public in helping the Council produce better public services in this
District. The benefits apply when public participation is a two-way process - where both
the public and the Council can learn and gain benefit. Effective public participation allows
the public’s opinions to be identified and incorporated into decisions that ultimately affect
them. As part of this citizen engagement and to make the LDP process more accessible to
a wider audience a questionnaire was published on the LDP section of the Council's
website. A series of questions about each preferred option was posed and there were
comment boxes to provide an answer. This gave the public an opportunity to respond to
any specific options of the POP without having to send in an email or letter in an easy and
structured way. In total there were 26 responses received and these responses have been
summarised in the Representations Summary List that accompanies this report and are

incorporated in the issues presented in this paper.

4.7 A series of 16 consultation events were held across the City and District during June 2017.
A summary of the issues raised will also be published along with the List of
Representations Summary Report. These were held during daytime and evening to
encourage a wide participation, including carers, those with dependents and those in full
time employment. Many of the issues raised were followed up with a more detailed letter
or questionnaire response from the participants and the issues raised will be taken into

consideration as we go forward towards the Plan Strategy.

20
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5.0 POP Representations, Consideration & Responsef |

This section is laid out in an identical format to that used in the POP document. The issues
raised by all the representations have been summarised and a brief consideration and broad
approach for the LDP ‘going forward’ have been provided at the end of each topic. Council’s

preferred option, as set out in the POP, is shaded within each Topic table:

5.1. LDP VISION AND OBIJECTIVES
General Issues Raised:

- While broad support has been shown for the vision and objectives, it is felt that
consideration should be given to developing a bespoke LDP vision which draws upon
the Community Plan and which is more locally distinct and land-orientated.

- Thevision needs to demonstrate how the economic, social and environmental aspects

can be integrated to further sustainable development.

Issues Raised — Economic Objectives

- Classification of social, economic and environmental objectives are supported but
rationale for classification is not always clear.

- The delivery of sections of the A5 and A6 may be inhibited by a number of potential
constraints.

- Support for overarching economic objective of creating jobs and promoting
prosperity.

- Support for objectives to maximise the economic corridor/A5 linkages and potential

benefits for Strabane given its border location.

21

Preferred Options Paper: Interim Representations Report ‘V’ e



The creation of 15,000 jobs is considered too ambitious. Conversely, support is shown
for the creation of 18,000 jobs.

Number of objectives should be reduced and made more concise and easier to
monitor.

Economic objectives must not limit the opportunities for the establishment, growth
and expansion of rural businesses based in rural locations.

Business ‘Start-Ups’ and ‘Homeworking’ are crucial in contributing to rural economies
and policies need to be suitably tailored to support small-scale enterprise.

Support for ‘Knowledge Based’ industries to be located close to the City Centre, Fort

George and Ebrington.

Social Development Objectives

(b) Accommodating People and Facilitating Communities

Issues Raised — Social Development Objectives
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Focus needs to be on the City Centre as the Gateway for the North-West.

Support for a local circular economy with local independents, walkable
neighbourhoods, accessible in urban and rural areas as well as home working and self-
employment. Prioritise sustainable modes of transport, upgrade of rail line. Cross
border, cross cultural, cross generational community building. Built heritage — unique
walled core.

Social development objectives should include the designation/zoning/provision of
lands for housing in Strabane and smaller settlements.

Mixed housing in accessible locations will assist regeneration plans. Larger housing
schemes need to include community facilities such as retail, health shared amenities
and leisure.

The need to protect and consolidate the role of towns and villages is endorsed.

The provision of local centres and services reduces the need to travel and promotes

social engagement, particularly for the ageing members of society.
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- Need to ensure that social development objective (iii) does not negatively impact on
the Councils Vision for a district which provides ‘equality of opportunity for all’.

- Need for physically integrated interconnected residential land.

- The provision of 12,000 new homes is considered too conservative.

- Housing needs to be focused on suitable sites that makes a meaningful contribution.

- The positive impact that transport choices can have upon people’s health and
wellbeing should be recognised.

- Council needs to develop an ambitious plan for low carbon urban areas which will

deliver economic, environmental and health benefits.

Environment Objectives

(c) Enhancing the Environment, Creating Places and Improving Infrastructure

Issues Raised — Environment Objectives

- Broad agreement with points raised but states that where a flexible approach is taken
to policy making then this would need to be ‘robust’ and ‘grounded’ by evidence.

- Environment should seek to achieve biodiversity, high quality architecture, urban
design, conservation and landscape architecture, strengths of existing urban, heritage
assets, natural heritage, interconnected physical environment, squares, parks,
sustainable power, zero waste, maximisation of transport modes and reduce travel
times.

- Built heritage contributes to growth and vitality through sympathetic restoration
providing for a range of economic uses such as office / workspace provision.

- LDP needs to recognise that onshore wind energy development can meet climate
change obligations under POP environmental objectives. It is a more cost effective and
deliverable technology.

- Future development and growth of CODA should be considered in the LDP.

- LDP must recognise economic importance of tourism. Promote NW region as a
destination for high quality investment with excellent air connectivity and high quality

transport infrastructure.

23
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A more explicit stance needs to be taken in terms of the responsibilities towards the
Sperrins Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Environment Objective (viii) fails to
explicitly reference the AONB while explicitly referencing Derry City.

The ‘traditional approach’ identified and promoted at 4.5 to advance the outlined
objectives has failed to protect the district from windfarm blight.

Perception that car ownership is being prioritised over public transport, cycling and
walking.

The Walled city continues to be dominated by surface car parking and private cars
circulating within historic streets for these spaces.

The commitment to protect and enhance the natural and built environment is
supported and the Plan Strategy needs to afford the same level of protection to
environmental assets, such as ancient woodland given its scarcity.

The value of wooded areas needs to recognise the wider benefits and be reflected in
future policy.

There is a lack of community infrastructure at Skeoge — green spaces, play parks, pitch
development etc. and commercial premises in tandem with the housing
developments.

Concerns that H1 housing lands will be made up of social housing in future.

Skeoge needs to be more sustainable.

Concerns about the disadvantage and deprivation of social housing in the future.
Pedestrianisation of the Walled City should be explored as a transformational
tourism/economic initiative for the city and district.

Failure to include a sufficiently firm commitment to securing modal shift through
strengthening and broadening the appeal of public transport, walking and cycling.

It will therefore fail to secure significant modal shift.

Consideration and Going Forward

Overall Support for the stated Vision and Objectives. Council will take account of all the issues

raised before finalising the draft Plan Strategy (PS). There is also merit in a bespoke LDP

Vision, which is more spatial and locally distinctive.
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GROWTH STRATEGY FOR DERRY CITY AND STRABANE DISTRICT

Overall Growth Strategy Option 1 — Option 2 — Option 3- Potential
for Derry City & Strabane | Current Planned Optimum as a City
District Projections Growth Region

Population 149 -152k 155 - 160k 160 - 170k

Jobs + 4k + 8-15k + 16-18k

Homes + 6.5k + 7-12k +12-16k

Issues Raised — Growth Strategy

- Brexit will have a negative impact on growth.

- Support for target levels for population growth, additional jobs and new homes.

- Disjoint between para 5.3 (modest pop growth) and later evidence in support of
preferred option.

- DFI consider that the growth strategy for the LDP should be more clearly linked with
the Draft Strategic Growth Plan.

- The plan evidence does not clearly identify the appropriate evidence to underpin the
growth strategy or clearly link this strategy with the planned quantum of housing.

- Spatial Growth Strategy potential to promote environmentally and people friendly
environments aligning with PfG targets.

- There’s a need to identify suitable homes to attract people back into Council area who
have moved to Donegal.

- Need to create economic opportunities to drive growth.

- Proper mitigations need to be inbuilt to ensure consistent growth across the District
and not allowing gravitational forces to concentrate growth in the city.

- Achieving many of the social, economic and economic objectives will be dependent
on the availability of local and responsibly sourced minerals and aggregates.

- Preferred Option is ‘largely’ based on 2008 NISRA projections which are outdated.

- Growth scenarios should be subject to SA.
25

Preferred Options Paper: Interim Representations Report "




- Adequate protection must be put in place prior to progressing the growth strategy to
ensure a balance between the three strands of the Plan.

- Need to invest to grow the circular economy in line with the proposed move towards
zero waste for the city and region.

- Development is not inherently sustainable and only becomes so, if it incorporates
environmental and social considerations.

- Planned development needs to be subject to SEA and informed by a robust evidence
base.

- No references to environmental capacity or commitments to steer clear from
sensitive areas.

- The LDP Growth Strategy must give cognisance to eco-system services.

- Difficult to reconcile the sustainable need for growth/numbers of new homes
proposed in Option 2 based on supporting data.

- Need for a more restrained growth strategy.

- Major Employment Locations need to be located near to strategic intersections.

- Existing developed employment land must be given strong protection to avoid it being
lost to other inappropriate development uses.

- Limits to the growth strategy needs to be removed — encourage growth and positive
action.

- While strong support shown for Option 3 as the preferred option is considered to be
conservative.

- While there is support for a strong and prosperous NW Region, with Derry at its hub,
it is difficult to understand how the ‘Metropolitan City Region’ will work in practice.

- Clarification needed on how this cross-jurisdictional planning concept will work out in
practice.

- Develop and strengthen role as the NW City Regional Hub location.

- LDP needs to take a bolder and more ambitious approach by adopting ‘The Optimum
as a City Region’ option with new jobs at 18,000. If the City wants to develop its role
as a City Region, its Growth Strategy should and must reflect this.

- Concern at the paucity of a bold and ambitious approach to the Growth Strategy.

- University expansion and student numbers increase will be essential.
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Consideration and Going Forward

While the spectrum of attitudes was not unexpected, there was general support for the
Preferred Option. Brexit concerns figure in a number of responses, as do representations
seeking higher housing targets. Issues raised on the quality and nature of underpinning data
are particularly significant in terms of soundness. Site / settlement specific issues that were
submitted will be considered at the Local Policies Plan (LPP) stage. Council will consider all

points raised before finalising.
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SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR DERRY CITY AND STRABANE DISTRICT

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3
Overall Spatial Focus on Derry Proportionate Balanced Growth —
Distribution City as a Reg