


WCD and Schools 
World Children’s Day is UNICEF’s global day of 
action for children, by children. It highlights critical 
issues affecting children’s lives, builds the UNICEF 
brand, and supports the engagement of children 
and young people as advocates for their own 
rights.

An integral part of World Children’s Day is children 
and young people learning about their rights and 
raising their voices on issues that matter to them.

Moving into its sixth year, World Children’s Day will 
look to build on the increasing success of previous 
years and take a 'glocal' approach by providing a 
global narrative that can be adapted to local 
contexts. Schools around the world can unite with 
UNICEF and showcase their work championing 
and celebrating children’s rights.

WCD falls on the day before the football World 
Cup kicks off. This is a unique opportunity to 
creatively engage WCD with the sport and provide 
a platform for countries and partners to put 
children’s issues at the top of the global agenda.



Reopening schools and reimagining education

Today, schools are open in the majority of countries, 
supported by health and safety protocols and 
vaccination programmes. As children return to school, 
now is the time to reimagine education.

Through Kids Takeovers at schools, through 
championing children's rights, diversity and inclusion, 
through students designing lesson plans for the 
World's Largest Lesson, WCD can be a milestone 
opportunity to listen to children on the education they 
want in the future.

The COVID-19 pandemic disrupted education systems globally, affecting the most vulnerable learners the
hardest. It increased inequalities, exacerbated a pre-existing education crisis, led to school closures and
forced many students to rely on virtual learning. Lack of connectivity and devices excluded at least one third
of students from pursuing learning remote



This toolkit provides a menu of ideas that National 
Committees and Country Offices can use to activate 
with their school networks – whether in person or 
virtually – to raise awareness of child rights, amplify 
or leverage the UNICEF brand, and discuss with 
students how they want to celebrate WCD. Many of 
the ideas can also be used with other child and 
youth networks such as youth clubs or Community 
Based Organisations.

To ensure WCD school related activities are 
inclusive, we will introduce both online and offline 
activities as well as activities that young people can 
be a part of in and out of school.

CHILD SAFEGUARDING PRACTICES
For these experiences to be positive for children and 
young people, safeguarding issues must be 
considered for all activities. For additional details, 
please refer to the Children Safeguarding 
SharePoint site and the specific child safeguarding 
guidelines for WCD.

SHARE YOUR ACTIVITIES
As 20 November falls on a Sunday this year, 
schools are encouraged to celebrate during the 
week or month leading up to the date. We 
encourage schools to use the below hashtags when 
sharing their WCD activities online. 

#WorldChildrensDay
#世界儿童日#

لفطلل_*(لاعلا_مويلا #
#DíaMundialDeLaInfancia

#JournéeMondialedelEnfance
#ВсемирныйДеньДетей

#MySchoolMyRights
#MiEscuelaMisDerechos

#MonEcoleMesDroits
#我和我的校园#

#МоиПраваМояШкола
يقح_نم_يتسردم#

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/OED-CS
https://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AMZIF38XBOK


Existing school resources

Child-friendly CRC Icons
A child-friendly version of the CRC and icons for each of the articles, including 
a Memory Game, can be integrated in WCD activities. They are currently 
available here in 18 languages and an International Sign 
Language video with English voiceover.

“We All Have Rights” video animation
“We All Have Rights” a new UNICEF animation explaining child rights to children 
aged 3 to 6 years old. This project draws from UNICEF research on introducing 
the Convention to even younger audiences. The 10-15-minute animation 
follows Viz, Leepa and their pet Zooko on their treasure hunt for child rights. For 
more information, guidance on how to adapt the video to local language, and an 
accessible version of the video, please see here.

In previous years, schools around the world have activated on WCD by integrating the child-friendly CRC 
icons in their activities and using resources from the World’s Largest Lesson (WLL), including the 2019 
lessons on child rights.

https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X19M3W
https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/CRC_icons_Design_Guidelines_V2_Sept2020-2AM408P3YAVZ.html
https://bit.ly/crciconsvideo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6F7ie1Z07aM
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/DOC/EbBMlQW191ZJit0eAKQoQTEBaGOJxAzEzLNB7TUwE3fatQ?e=gptOy4


Existing school resources

WLL provides learning resources to engage children and young people in 
the achievement of the SDGs.

Throughout 2022, WLL resources for children aged 8-14 will focus on 
learning, providing free resources for schools on the pre-existing learning 
crisis, and the additional learning loss due to COVID-19, to help young 
people reflect on what this means for them. There will also be lessons 
exploring inequities in access to digital learning and devices with 
supplementary lessons on mental health and climate

WLL and WCD
WLL will also invite young people to design, create and deliver their own 
lessons. What would they like to learn, how would they like to learn? WLL 
will curate and share a collection of lessons from children and youth across 
the world. Please refer to the WLL SharePoint page for more details.

World's Largest Lesson resources on the Education GAP

In 2021, World’s Largest Lesson continued with its focus on helping children and young people to act on 
climate change. In 2022, WLL will focus on SDG 4: Education, aligned with UNICEF’s Global Advocacy 
Priority (GAP) on learning.

https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/DOC/SitePages/Worlds-Largest-Lesson.aspx
https://worldslargestlesson.globalgoals.org/


Turning the world 
(or school) blue

Visually linking schools 
around the world



Wear blue to school

Encourage children, parents and 
school personnel to wear blue to 
celebrate World Children’s Day. 
Make sure to take pictures and 
share on your social media 
channels, website or school 
newsletters.



Murals or art installation
Students can create drawings and artwork 
for a blue mural.

This could be done digitally or directly onto 
a wall at school, or even paint the whole 
school like these boys in Côte D’Ivoire.

Art can be in a more temporary form using 
chalk in the school playground or other 
public space, like this girl outside the 
Reichstag. Remember to capture photos 
before the artwork disappears!



Kids Takeover
at school and in 
their community

Building on children’s
rights to participation



Students teach class
Students take over the roles of 
teachers and adults at school.

Children can either teach their fellow 
pupils, or organize a special class 
where teachers learn from students.

Topics can be suggested, or children 
could be encouraged to focus on the 
issues that matter to them.

They can even teach the World’s 
Largest Lesson! (see p.5)



Students’ school 
manifesto

Students work together and compose 
a manifesto for their school on topics 
and issues that they care about, 
based on their rights.

Children can work with the school 
board and teachers to explore how 
their ideas can be integrated within 
the school community.

This should be inclusive and can be 
done in person or online.



Supporting the 
community
Children take over to show their 
volunteering or community 
actions. Groups can be organized 
and are a great way to involve 
others in the issues that children 
and young people decide are 
important to their area.

Schools could link with local 
groups for example to support the 
elderly or homeless in their 
community.



A clean and green 
school community
Depending on health restrictions, children 
can organize litter cleanups around their 
school or in their community or organize a 
recycling campaign.

Other green activities could include planting 
trees or working to green the school’s 
activities.

Children and young people can share their 
findings with peers and use this as an 
opportunity to discuss the importance of 
children’s right to a healthy environment.



Youth Networks 
Takeover
WCD can also be an opportunity to engage 
diverse youth networks such as youth clubs and 
community-based organisations.

Young people will have the opportunity to feel 
empowered to lead on a variety of activities in 
clubs and communities and they will be at the 
forefront of making WCD happen!

This could include taking over as the head of 
the organization or linking with schools to make 
the activities more inclusive for groups outside 
of the school system.



Celebrate 
children’s rights

Other ways to express 
your rights



Child rights through
Art and expression
Engaging children in art is a fun way to 
express their visions of a world they want to 
see and live in.

Invite students to choose a right or theme 
that matters to them and create an original 
illustration, painting, poem, story, dance, etc. 
and share these with the rest of the school 
for WCD.

The school could display these in a 
classroom or on the website and social 
media or could form part of a letter-writing 
campaign to local leaders.



School talent show

Children can organize a virtual or in 
person talent show to showcase their 
talents in creative forms. This should be 
as inclusive as possible… even 
teachers can take part.

Performances can be recorded and 
shared within their school community 
and with UNICEF country offices.



Child rights events

Celebrate children’s rights by 
organizing a virtual or in-person event 
with students, staff, parents and the 
school community.

The event could include a combination 
of any or all of the previous suggested 
ideas or some new ones.

This could be a school fair or a birthday 
party to celebrate the CRC.



Football themed 
activities

Engage schools through 
sports



WCD and the football World Cup
WCD 2022 falls on the day before the football 
World Cup kicks off. This is a unique opportunity 
to creatively engage WCD with the sport and 
provide a platform for countries and partners to 
put children’s issues at the top of the global 
agenda.

Football is the 'world’s game' and reminds people 
of childhood, providing a clear conceptual link with 
World Children’s Day. By creating this 
link, interested offices can engage national 
associations, partners, schools and supporters 
around World Children’s Day. Potential areas of 
focus could include the right to play, or issues of 
diversity and inclusion, which both have clear 
relevance to football and UNICEF’s work.

Please see the WCD 2022 Guidance for further 
information.

Inclusion in Sports related activities
The right to play for children with disabilities and 
girls is a pressing issue for children's rights today. 
Through linking football and children, UNICEF can 
encourage adults and decision makers to listen 
and include these marginalized groups. UNICEF's 
suggested WCD activities in schools will also 
reflect this.

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/DOC/DocumentLibrary1/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FDOC%2FDocumentLibrary1%2FWorld%20Children%27s%20Day%202022%20Guidance%5FApril%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FDOC%2FDocumentLibrary1&p=true&ga=1


Football match or 
tournament
Schools can organize a football match, 
tournament or sport event with various 
activities.

This could involve students playing 
against each other or against parents or 
teachers, or even with other schools 
invited to participate in a tournament.

Supporters and participants could pay a 
nominal fee to participate, which can go 
towards fundraising for UNICEF or the 
school.



Sports Day
A Sports Day or sport-a-thon can be 
organized to include even more children 
in activities and physical exercise and raise 
funds or celebrate children's rights and 
inclusion.

Football takeover
Organise football takeovers with local 
football clubs. Students can takeover a 
practice session, coach the team, and lead 
a match. This can also be an opportunity to 
include fundraising with local clubs.



An inspiring visit!

Schools can organize a takeover with a local or 
national football player/sport celebrity. This can 
include:
• Celebrity attending a class where students 

share their ideas on what football and play 
mean to them/why it’s important

• A football tournament can be organized with 
the celebrity. This can also be opened to 
other celebrities/ambassadors that advocate 
for children’s rights

• Sportswomen and prominent sports activists 
with disabilities who can deliver a message 
about inclusion to students.



Additional resources
• World Children’s Day SharePoint page

• World Children’s Day brand guidelines

• Child Safeguarding Guidance

• Child Safeguarding SharePoint site

• Child-friendly CRC and Icons page

• Child-friendly CRC text and Icons 
guidelines for UNICEF and for the public

• World's Largest Lesson Website

• World’s Largest Lesson SharePoint page

https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/DOC/SitePages/World-Children's-Day-2022.aspx
https://weshare.unicef.org/archive/WCD-2020-Brand-Guidelines-2AMZIFJAS9DN.html
https://weshare.unicef.org/Package/2AMZIF38XBOK
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/OED-CS
https://www.unicef.org/child-rights-convention/convention-text-childrens-version
https://bit.ly/crciconsunicef
https://bit.ly/crcicons
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/DOC/SitePages/Worlds-Largest-Lesson.aspx
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/sites/DOC/SitePages/Worlds-Largest-Lesson.aspx


Contact
For more info about this toolkit, don’t 
hesitate to reach out to the WCD core 
team at HQ:

• WCD Enquiries Inbox wcd@unicef.org

• Thomas Sayers WCD Lead, 
tsayers@unicef.org

• Alexandra del Castello WCD 
Coordinator, adelcastello@unicef.org

• Alaa Al-Samarraie, Youth Team 
Coordinator (WLL) 
aalsamarraie@unicef.org

• Marie Wernham Child Rights 
Education, mwernham@unicef.org

mailto:wcd@unicef.org
mailto:tsayers@unicef.org
mailto:adelcastello@unicef.org
mailto:aalsamarraie@unicef.org
mailto:mwernham@unicef.org

